| TOTALITARIANISM IN OUR HEMISPHERE

AT LAST the pretense has been stripped

away and the Peron regime’s campaign

o suppress the famed independent Buenos

. Aires newspaper, La Préuse, stands revealed

as a brazen political move instead of the
*Jabor dispute” it was originally caled.

Said the official announcement convoking

[ the Argeritine Congress to fubberstamp

i Peron’s seizure of the newspaper:

*The country hndl Jtself contronted with'
one more episode of an international capi-
talist mobilization operated underground by
the use of socalled independent newspa
of the internationa] news agencies and pub-
Yishers' arganizations which have anti-Argen-
tine aims.”

That sounds as It it had been dictated
fn Moscow—proving that the language of
dictators. Fascist or Communist, is the same

everywhere. ‘
Fortunately the courageous owner of
La Prewsa, Dr. Gainza Par. was able to

escape from Argentina to Uruguay before
Peron’s agents could mab him on a flimsy

charge of endangering national security.
Thus he was spared the final indignity—
personal imprisoiment—of a long, fiveyear
series of indignities heaped upon his great
newspaper because it refused to buckle
under to the Peron regime and hum the
dictator’s tune.

There are reports that Peron and his wife,
Evita, are nonplussed over the worldwide
outery. against the. seizure of La- Prensa.
They did not realize the high value placed
on a free press in all areas .of the world
where free men live

It is too much to hope that world reaction
will stem the course of events in ArgerRina.
But there are other ways in which this
nation and its free allies can protest the
snuffing out of a great beacon of liberty.
If there is any truth in the contention that
the great contest between democracy and
Communism is a fight for human liberty,
rather than a struggle between two economic
systems, every opportunity must be seized
by the democracies to impress upon Dictator
Peron that he is in the camp of the enemy.

BATTLE OF THE BUDGET:ROUND 1

S WE HAVE pointed out In these
columns so many times, Congress talks a
grest deal about economy but seldom does
much about it. This year, for example, Pres-
dent Truman's $715 budget provoked an
outburst of oratory in Congress, most of it
big cuts in The
President. who has a fair amount of Sena-
torial experience, dared his former col-
Jeagues to out his budget. They accepted the
challenge
It the first round of the Battle of the
Budget is any indication, Mr. Truman did
mot get very far out on the limb when he
ssued his dare. Last week the House passed
fta first big appropriations bill—for the
‘Treasury-and Post Office Departments. Mr.
Truman had asked $2,958,000,000 for the two

departments. A House commitiee cut $36
million from the request. On the floor of
the House, a further reduction of $2,773.000
was made. The two added up to an insignifi-
cant reduction of 13 per cent.

Even that figure may not sfand, The bill
now goes to the Senate, and if the recard
of the last session of Congress is any yard-
stick, the Senate will restore some of the
cuts

The Treasury and Post Office appropria-
tion falls into the non defense category. That
is where Congress had hoped to make the
biggest reductions. The House has made

- little more than a gesture in-this first test,
and will have to do much better in the
future if it hopes to make Mr. Truman eat
crow.

MILITARY AID FOR LATIN AMERICA

[T WAS more than coincidence that word

of an $80 million program of military
aid for Latin America was allowed to leak
out just before the foreign ministers of the
21 American republics met in Washington
yesterday

Underlying the program is a set of hard
facts. Latin America is an integral part of
Westerm Hemisphere. 1t is the producer of
many new materials essential to our own
defense program. It is a big consumer of
American products.

All of these facts add up to the need
for keeping Latin America strong while the
United States shores up its own defenses. It
will not all be done by unilateral action.
President Truman, addressing the confer-
ence, called for a twopart military program:
(1) development of a strategic plan for
Western -Hemisphere defenses, and (2) a
buildup of total strength of Latin American
mations on which the United Nations could
call for help against aggression elsewhere.

But he went beyond purely military plans
when he called for:

1. Increased production of strategic Ta-

erial
2. Establishment of the principle of
“sharing the burden fairly” — including
Joint action for efficient use of scarce sup-
plies and fo prevent “wild and speculative
price movements in our international trade,”

3. Building up “our economic strength
fn a much broader way"—including more
food. better education, better health serv-
ices and in some cases the building of roads,
dams or power plants,

This latter part of the program wiil un-
doubtedly come under heavy fire from our
“stay-athome” politicians who persist in
seeing the struggle between democracy and
Communism as a military conflict only, and
who lump the whole Point 4 concept under
Senator Taft's “milk for Holtentots” label.
Their argument will be all the more per-
suasive because of the tight Federal budget

But somewhere in this whole pietire '3
denial of foreign military and economic a!
becomes a penny-wise and pound-foolish ges-
ture. In preparing for war. the increased
prodiction of strategic materials in Latin
America may be more important than a half-
dozen Infantry divisions or a thousand tanks,
and it will certainly bear richer dividends
after the shooting is over, if indeed it comes
at all %

Edward Guerrant’s incisive book on the
Good Neighbor Policy pointed out that our
Toneern - with Communism-in-FEurope-and-in
the Far East had caused us to neglect the
vast continent to the South. It is time, we
believe, to bring Latin America back into
our plans, just as we did during World War
11 with such beneficial results.

WHAT FOOLS WE'VE BEEN

]\‘ THE current issue of Why, a magazine
that purports to discuss popular psychol
ogy, an interesting little theory is pro-
pounded by one Robert W. Marks to explain
presentday trends in women's fashions.
Says Mr. Marks:
“In a world hovering on the brink of
erisis, women are returning to direct, sexual

From The Selisbury Post

appeals—as if. unconsciously, to_express
a desire to perpetuate the species.

He cites the off:shoulder decolletage, the
ascending skirt, and the plunging neckline
as examples, and says they're all the result
of the war tension.

Tmagine that! And all along. we've been
trying to discourage warmongering

| HAD A DREAM, DEAR

TJ/iERE is such & monotony of five and ten
per cent on the conscious mind these
® that we have been grateful in the ex-
treme recently for a series of 100 per cent

ams, ™

Few of them, we must confess, have been
nmewsworthy by current standards, current
standards being what they are, if you get
what we mean.

But last night came a dream which struck
us as worthy of recounting in major portion
if for no other reason that it was so absurd
85 to meet the requirements of newsworthe
iness by U t standards set up in
hewspaper, ¥adio, and television (beg pardon,
it must have been something we ate) cir-
cles, except, in the case of television, there

Bombunist,
could count.

Well, anyway, it was.a joint session

And this gent {from Alaska or the Virgin
Islands or somewhere remote from Boston,
Philadelphia, Concord, Runneymede, or even
Rowan or Mecklenburg, had slipped three
chorus girls and a fifth of Pol Roget to a
hillbilly with credentials from Florida or
Alabama or somewhere (remember, this is a
dream and verisimilitude ain't to be had)
to introduce a resolution.

And the resolution (in a-dream where all
things can happen) was that the State of
Mississippi, or Louisiana, or South Georgia,
or Eastern North Carolina, or Downstate
New York, or the East Shore of Maryland,
or something similar Uif there is anything

and more Dumbunists than we
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Rowan Tackles Alcoholism Problem

By DICK YOUNG JR.
City Editor, The News
(First of Three Articles)
" SALISBURY
TME United States is one of the hardest-drinking
countries in the world. Three out of four
icans drink alcoholic beverages of one kind or an-
other, From four to five million are classed as
“heavy drinkers”—and some 950,000 are alcoholics,
or “problem drinkers”, the highest incidence of
alcoholism in the world,

Because of his erratic, and often sensational,
behavior and the disastrous impact of his uncon-
trolled drinking on the lives of his family and him-
self and society, the alcoholic is one of the gravest
sociological and psychological problems in the U.
oday.

Until ten years ago, little had been done in
this country toward either seeking or finding a
cure for alcoholism. Since that time, however, a
number of important strides have been made. For
one thing, research has demonstrated—and * the
public is beginning to understand—that the alco-
halic’s drinking is merely a symptom of another,
decper emotional maladjustment. For another,
such groups as Alcoholics Anonymous and a num-
ber of widelyscattered treatment centers and cli-
nics have charted a definite path along which the
alcoholic’s stumbling feet may ukc him to a solu-
tion of his inner problems—and sobriety.

However, mm has never been a broad com.
munity attack, through education, on all the prob-
lems of alcoholism.

Never, that is, until this busy Piedmont com-
munity launched last year. a bold and ambitious
temperance education program, designed to reach
all strata of society, through all media of com-
munication, with instruction on the abuse and mis-

use of alcoholic bc\'eru(-x

P VIOUS efforts at wide-scale temperance edu-
cation have been mainly financed and directed

through church and prohibitionist organizations, or,

Jess frequently, through public school systems,

In Rowan County, however, the job has been
undertaken by the same people who are charged
with the sale and control of alcoholic beverages—
the ABC Board—and it is being financed by prof-
its from the liquor stores.

In August, 1949, after a tooth-and-nail battle
between wets and drys, Rowan County voted in
favor of ABC stores. In the 1947 legislative ln
which outlined how the stores were to be operated,
it is set forth {hat 10 per cent of the county's ABC
profits shall be earmarked “for law enforcement
. . . and for education as to the harmful results
from abuses of alcohol.”

With little more than that vague assignment
to guide him, an energetic young man named Peter
P. Cooper' set out to map a dehnlle and workable
program of temperance educatio:

Mr. Cooper was peculiarly mn:uued to the
task, possessing a broad base of education, inves-
tigative experience gained with a Military Police
unit during the war, and, most important, an in.
cisive mind capable of slicing through the layers
of fact and fancy and moralistic mumbo-jumbo
which have always surrounded the alcoMol prob.

lem.
After his discharge from the Army, Mr. Cooper

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

the traffic jam seemed good. .

'nl‘h’ I:lel (this in the capital of \uio‘h\‘h). T had Io

take a horsedrawn carriage. . . . At Idk lldAlevﬂ
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“Things have been happening while you were l'ly. A guy ver was born in Madisonville, T
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had entered Catawba College, here in Salisbury,
and in just two years and nine months had suc-
ceeded in winning a bachelor's degree with three

simultaneous majors, in sociology, history and
plycholon‘ He went on to lecu his master’s

in social studies from the University of
hoﬂh Carolina.

Undaunted by the fact that his job was with-
out precedent, Mr. Cooper attacked it with char-
acteristic vigor.

He set about assembling a nunble library of
up-to-date material on the Alcoh 1 prob

He contactd the proper agencies in various
European countries (nouhly Sweden) which have
made dramatic progress a solution of the
problem. ' He got replies, uud vlllubll help, from
all except Sovkl Russia, h ignored his query.

ended various and con! cnml
in mu m; on the problem and spent some tim
at the Section of Alecohol Studies at Yale Unlv!l’-

sity.

lked to mru of persons, among them
members of Alcol Anonymoul and others
with experience in u.n pn:bl-m.

FXNALL\’. he accumulated the core of his find.
ings in an uhlmﬁn. 15,000-word “preliminary
report”, which has just been approved by the Rowan
ABC Bon‘d and the ABC Advisory Board.

sets forth many of the known
bmc lncu about alcohol and the problems resulting
from ity abuse, lays down the philosophy under
education program must
method , , . most likely to
produce realistic and valuable results is one based
on scientific research”) and, finally, charts the
three main lines along which the attack on the
problem is to be carried out in Rowan County.

These three phases of program are:

1. The Library and Research Center, which
contains many of thi best and most recent mate.
rials on (! many that are unavail-
able even in wellstocked university
which makes its volumes and
to libraries, schools, and the general public,

2. The Dej
to reach every person,
to the adult, with ob)ectlu n.nd
about lba alecohol problem.

3. An information and guidance center to help
existing problem dﬂnkn

ON'EmdlhlupermtnfmmnuCprdih

have been earmarked for carrying out Mr,
Cooper’s program, which is now well under way.

By its very nature, there can be no immediate
dramatic results, although he says that “already
we see some small but encouraging indications ol
improved conditions.”

is the by an

overwhelming majority of Rowan citizens of the
aims and methods of the temperance education
program. Even those who fought most bitterly
against the establishment of the ABC system here
have admifted the value of the program.
On the whole, however, the Prohibitionists had
high compliments for program, some of them
even going so far as to say that “if your work
a success, we'll support liquor<ontrol to the hill

In another article tomorrow, the
the publiceducation program will be

seven-year-old daughter.
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u, in brief, an attempt to hloet
the Western defense effort by of-
fering to trade the Soviet imperial
province of East Germany for the
demilitarization of all y

clear
that the preferred gambit is the
cheaper, simpler and more prom-

hiux war of nerves offensive.
Thus at Paris Andrei Gromy-
ko has hardly memloned the Ger-
mn unity which has been so loud-
'mphasized in Soviet ropum-

dl lll Wl‘ll . He has talked-sole-
ly about “German demlllmhlugn
and m return to Potsdam.”

is a pretty clur mdlauon ol
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sacrifice 3
dition Vishinsky can also offer to
reduce the Soviet divisions in East

tish,

American divisions in Western
Germany will also be limited. The
Western defense effort will then
be stopped dead in its tracks. Yet
the Kremlin will still be able at
ny = moment to draw on its vast

es in the Soviet Union, re-
bulldlnl its East German armies
at the rate of one or two dlvnlnu
per day.

Guilt Or Innocence No Matter,
It's How He Looks On Video

By ROBERT C. RUARK

. NEW YORK
NE OF THE modern miracles
of entertainment has just
come to pass in this wonderful and
lur city. Time, practicaily,
been made to stop, and hu-
man interest has been more
thoroughly captured than at any
specific period I can remember,
ln:lm'un‘ the big prh. fights and
the World Series.
The Nl hloodbllh ol '.he Ke-
fauver hearin,
the multﬁudu by leltvhlon. has
Lrought the economy of the city
to a semi-standstill. Work went

Ruth as a crowd plegser. The (u~
cination was not merely applica-
ble to the idler and the bar fly.
were unmade in homes of
ly im, neatness ,
dishes went unwashed, be-
cause ma was glued to the TV
set—or to the radio, in case of no
video facilities.
MORE THAN ENTERTAINMENT
Merely by use of a medium
which until recently was regarded
as_a tool of pure eplemmmenl.
nn Ambnudor. Mr. O'Dwyer, has
n_summons and forced
fo admit shocking facts of politi-
cal alliance with organized hood-
lumism. Sen. Kefauver, by his

die-hards, . . .

mutmh f the bi bow
Hu lvo llnih

itial
Idt,y office. Hll head’start is pos-
|Ihly bigger than Bn'ry 'l‘nlmml

‘Truman ‘bossin,
boodhmmd cﬂmlll(uc durlnl
World War 1L 24

s

begins a fresh epoch.
entirely po-lhlo that: Kefauver
may be a Presidential, or at least

now, whether the man

tent, incompetent, guilty or hﬂﬁ'
cent. His public will be more con-
cerned with how he comes out on
the screen.

Crime-Buster Is Also A Trust-Buster

- WASHINGTON

JRANDOM reactions of a citizen returning to the USA— ~ rime. but

Stepping off a Pan American Clipper in New York the
other day 1 immediately got tangled in a traffic jam. But
. ... In Communist Yugoslavia
1 couldn't find a taxi to drive from the station in Belgrade

campaigned to get the lowcost housing bill dislodged
from the Rules Committee where it was blocked by lhd
He voted against the big gas companies an:

against his Demot;ll!l: friends from

the Southwest on the

was not a mammalary gland in the whole
business,

Sochtns we @4 not similar) be set aside for a Federal refuge
. long enough.

for the enemies of society.
Strangely enough there was nobody who
resembled Frank Costello, or Senator Taft, or

Tennessee Economizer
WH!N Kefauver was first elected to the
the House of Representatives, he had  lot of House

th the Ne
St. Francis of the Birds or any other cur o(n::::t ;‘.m':o& all sorts of money was poured Cl\umplon Of Little Fellow stationery still on hand. So to save the
rent newsworthy character in the slightest. in by the China lobby ud others to defeat him. All sorts
Well, anyway, the resolution, or whatever ~ ©f names were at Tobey then. I remember because

llolnnnndvlnl-uthmmppnn.
At the airport, everywhere around New York, every-
wone talked Costello-ism, Kefauver, O'Dwyer, mink coats,
ption, different
{rom war and the preparal

Inside Senator Kefauver
INCE Estes Kefauver has been exposing people,
S Sohere is 2 e Cipoiiug of ke Eoriee
wunmunu«uvmnmudnmdlh'

it was passed unanimously, and Louisiana or
Mississippi or whatever it was got set aside
for a refuge for the enemies of society.

And in 89 days it had more population
than the rest of the United States.
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