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THAT GOP-DIXIE COALITION

fl‘!t proposal for a Republican-Southern
Democratic coalition in'next year's Pres-
fdential election reminds us of that old ditty,
“How ya" gonna' keep ‘em down on the
farm, after they've séen Paree” The ques
tion we haven't yet seen the answer for Is:
How are the Republicans going to recom-
pense their Southern Democratic alljes i,
perchance, the coalition gets up enough
momentum to elect a GOP President and a
GOP Congress?

Hayden of Arizona, respectively.

The picture in the House is about the
same. Harold Cooley of North Carolina
heads Agriculture; Carl Vinson of Georgla,
Armed Services; John McMillan of South
Carolina, District of Columbia; Graham Bar-
den of North Carolb Education & Labor;
John Kee of Virginia, House Administra-
tion; Tom Murray of Tennessee, Post Office
& Civil Service; John Wood of Georgia,
Un-American  Activities; John Rankin of

i Veterans' Affairs; Robert L.

We speak of chair-
manships in Congress. Anyone who knows
anything at all about our national Legisla-
ture is awsre of the high value placed on
chairmanships. The committee system puts
vast powers into the hands of chairmen, and
the favored spots are not surrendered will-
Ingly.

Look at the list. In the Senate there is
Allen Ellender of Louisiana, who heads the
Agriculture & Forestry Committee; Ken-
neth McKellar of Tennessee, Appropriations;
Dick Russell of Georgia, Armed Services;
Burnet Maybank of South Carolina, Banking
& Currency; John McClelland of Arkansas,
Expenditures in the Executive Department;
Walter F. George of Georgla, Finance; Tom
Connally of Texas, Foreign Relations: Olin
Johnston of South Carolina, Post Office &
Civil Service. Southern Democrats head up
every important committee except Interior
& Insular Affairs, Interstate & Foreign
, Commerce, - Judiciary, Labor & Public Wel-
llr! Public Works, ln|| Rules & Administra-
tion, and even the Iatter two are headed
by Dennis Chavez of New Mexico and Carl

Doughton of North Carolina, Ways & Means;
Wright Patman of Texas, Small Business

Would the victorious Republicans want
tn take over all chairmanships” Would they
share them with Southern Democrats? If so,
how would they be divided” By seniority?
Or by the extent of assistance given the
coalition?

As it is now, the Southern Democrats in
Congress have control over most major leg-
islation. Their committee chairmanships give
them a potent infiuence in shaping new
measures. Out on the floor their big bloc of
votes can be thrown either way. Hence, they
are sought after, cajoled, and flattered by
political friend and foe altke.

We would guess offhand that the working
coalition in Congress is about as far as
Southern Democrats will go toward joining
up with the Republicans. If that is true, it

follows that Mr. Taft & Co. had best plan .

to do their own campaigning in Dixie If
they hope to bring the Sonth into the GOP
fold in 1952, They won't get much help from
Southern Congressmen,

RECORD OF A REFORM MOVEMENT

IT CAN BE SAID, we believe, without fear
of contradiction, that the American peo-
ple would like to see all of the Hoover Com-
mission recommendations enacted into law,
in spirit if mot in every precise detail.
But for reasons too numerous and varied
to recite here, there is an inertia in Con-
gress, which amounts almost to reluctance,
about carrying out the reforms. And that
inertia will prevail unless the American peo
ple lot their Representatives and Senators
know their sentiments
Corisiderable progress has been made, to
be sure, but more than half of the reform
program is still hanging in the balance. A
recent tabulation by the Citizens Committee
for the Hoover Report shows this accomplish-
men
Viserans affairs, 5 per cent mnmplum
Agricultute Department, zero per cen
Social Security, lduc.\ﬂnn and Indian ‘\l»
fairs, 5 per ce
Medical -cu‘vum‘ 10 per cent.
Treasury Department, 20 per cent
Interior Department, 20 per cent.
Federal business enterprises, 25 per cent.
Post Office, 30 per cent.
Personnel management, 35 per cent.
Armed forces unification, 93 per cent.
Office of General Services, 95 per cent
Management of the Executive Branch, 80
per cent.
Budgeting and accounting, 85 per cent.
Foreign affairs, 80 per cent.
Labor Department, 80 per cent
Commerce Department, 70 per cent

Regulatory agencies, 66 per cent.
Overseas administration, 50 per cent.

Those percentages, aithough revealing, do
not tell the whole story. Some of the biggest
reforms are facing strong opposition. The
Army Corps of Engineers and its many
friends are fighting the plan to consolidate
its functions under the Interior Department,
where its famed “pork-barrel” projects
would come under impartial review. Govern-
ment agencies that now control their own
hospitals, doctors, and supplies do not want
unification of all government medical man-
power and facilities. Powerful friends of
the Agriculture Department, in Congress
and_on the outside, are resisting any effort
ta rediganize that ungainly establishment.

Formation of a new department of Social *

Security, education and Indian affairs has
been attacked as a scheme for promoting
the “welfare state™.

Mr. Truman has not always followed the
Hoover Commission in #his reform measures.
For example, he has twice tried to include
health and medical activities in the proposed
new welfare department. But generally he
has shown more enthusiasm for the Hoover
reports than has the legislative branch.

The average person may not be able to

master every fine detail of each reqgganiza-
tion plan. But he can register his approval
of the overall program, and it is imperative

that he do so without further delay if he
hopes to goad Congress into action.

NOTES ON THE SILLY SEASON

T HAS BEEN our custom in the past to

take note of what we were pleased to
entitle the Silly Season. It always seemed
fnevitable at this time of year that many
odd little things happened to many odd little
citizens, and we liked to shrug editosially
and remark that it only meant the rising
of the sap, or the coming of Spring

We weren't going to look fdr the little
dities of the Silly Season this year. The
was in too much of a mess. We were
too concerned with serious military prob
lems. Yet, inevitably

We read that the Army devised a special
cold-weather ration for the troops in frozen
Korea, and the rations finally arrived on a
day when it was so warm that the boys had
gone boating on the river,

An Air Force general in Honolulu sug-
gested to a saiflor fhat the young man ought
to join his outfit, and the sailor slapped the

od

From The Selisbury Post

general because he figured anybody who was
out recruiting at 2 A. M. must be a Com-
munist or something.

Man in Virginia, who had been an ensign
in the Navy during World War 11, got
drafted into the Army, went through basic
training at Fort Jackson, and then had to be
discharged because he was called back to
as a lieutenant (jg).
in San Francisco,
needing money to marry his girl, tried to rob
a bank, ran out to his parked car {0 make his
escape, found he'd locked the doors, then
jumped into another nearby car only to find
it was resting on blocks because of a broken
axle, then leaped into another vehicle and
found it occupied by an officer of the law.

We don't aim to attach any great signifi-
eanee to all this. But it does appear that our
favorite Scason has been called to active
duty, too.

THE PLAY'S THE THING

OME days ago the press carried notice
that a great private utility company had
announced a major expansion of service far

in the soaring peaks of Western North
Carolina.
The expansion, the , the invest-

ment, the employment of men, the installa-
tion of facilities, all the monetary phe-
nomena so devoutly to be wished, were made
Decessary —the  corporation . declared—by
the unprecedented influx of people m
afar come to witness a

staged the ouuumu

monuments of the Great Smaokies.

| Unto These Hills, Kermit Hunter's quer-
‘ulous experiment in amalgamation of drama
and |Mistoric pageantry — hesitatingiy at-

And now a great power company Is hell
bent on getting more electricity into the
neighborhood so people stalled for the night
in the high and unfamiliar hills can see, and
eat, and drink, and go to a ‘toilet with
Tunning water late at night when the spot-
Qights fade from Unto These Hills.

‘There is a pregment lesson for the pow-
ersthatbe in North Carolina up in the old
Indian Country along the Tennessee line.

It is the lesson that the ancient purgation
of pity and fear can be a money-maker t00.

A sense of humility and the commonplace
of humankind dramatized by genius may not
rank with factories and machinery in “bring-
ing money™ into North Carolina.

But a power company is building towers,
throwing lines, bolting transformers, ground-
ing cables, distributing meters, tossing the
coin the lawyers need to wangle the rights
of way; all because of a play!

And if you don't think those nice people
who sell you electricity for a thousandth of
what it is worth are also very practical peo-

ple. just try not paying your bill for three
" months in-succession!

2

Communist
mruplnq and try to preserve the
peace.

Events will not wait on_inde-
cision and divided counsel. Either
the position of the West is im-
proved by positive steps carried
out with as little delay as pos-
sible or that position deteriorates
and the streagth of Commu-
nist world correspondingly in-
creases. Take three current exam-

t drift and 'lll-.“-

-nd in some
is the mll(lr of-

First,
most _pressing,
American wheat to be sent
India to avert' mass famine in
Indian cities. Some time ago in
this space it was re| that
favorable action on

request
Indian government for
2,000,000 tons out of America
surplus of grain seemed. certain.
That, it now appears, was 100
optimistic.

The Administration wisely pro-
pased, with the blessing of Her-
bert Hoover, that the grain be
made a gift although the Indian
Government had requested it
merely on “special and easy
terms”. A bill providing for a
million tons at a cost of $180,000,
000, plus an advance of $50,000,-
000 to reactivate the necessary
ships, was introduced.
OBJECTIONS RAISED

necessary to
workshops going.
ing inflation in commodil
has made it almost hsmlbh for
the Tito government fo acquire

the minimum ne
without help which can only come
from

1o produce goods necessary to pay
for essential imports and a fur-
lher worsening of the whole écon-

Tlme passes. The window
of Eastern Europe demonstrating
that it is possible for a Commu-
nist country to defy the Soviet 'lll
be damaged, perhaps
The effort to prepare lnr

Two basic have
arisen. One is economy, with the
coalition of Republi and
Southern Democrats in the House
determined to cut down every-
where, The second concerns the
stand of the Indian government
in opposition fo the United States
on Korea and Communist China.
The House Rules Committee has
now turned thumbs down on the
bill that had been okayed by the
Foreign Affairs Committee pro-
viding the grant. Both Republi-
cans and Democrats who feel
strongly the urgent need for ac-
tion will try to get a compromise
calling for a loan rather than a
grai y the Rules Com-
mittee mdbloek A loan, if it is
approved,  will leave a beautiful
opening for Soviet Russia to send
two or three shiploads of grain as
a gift, thereby pointing up the
contrast for propaganda purposes
with America exacting eventual

2 possible—even

attack will be v:elkmed. nn
force of Titoism, which has helped
to undermine Communism in all
countries. will be destroyed.

And the third example, of
course, is the controversy over
arms for Europe. The administra-
tion believes that by the end of
this week at least one of the two
resolutions of approval and per-
haps both of them will have re-
ceived an affirmative vote,

While others are less optimistic,
this must be the hope ol all who
want to see the unified defense
of Western Europe e a real-
ity with the belief that it will help
to fill a vacuum of power
thereby contribute to keewin‘ the
peace. Further days and weeks of
delay must mean that the whole
effort is put under a serious handi-
cap Time passes and with its
passaze hopes are lost and fears
and doubts spring up.

Is Television Of Hearings

An Invasion Of Privacy?
By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
lT 1S A BRAVE new world, of
course, and tough to keep up
with, and now we have a fresh
complication. Can you invade a
man's personal privacy, by focus-
ing a television camera on a per-
son who is charged with no crime,
who is formally guitty of no of-
fense?

Frank Costello says no. In the
television field day that the Ke:
fauver hearings have provided in
New York, the boss racket man
was. pmlorul!y anonymous. Cos-
el llo's hands appeared, but he said
“no” to the camera on his face.
Possibly because it made him ner-
vous, and was apt to make him
appear as somewhat less than his
suave best.

Eventually there must be some
sort of ruling on the televising of
current evente, some sort of inter-
pretation of the business of being
an unpaid actor for private enter-
prise. The camera is ruthles
and does not always seek the finest

I mean, my

when he really isn't.
hands were shaking horribly va
¢ show one night, when I was
guilty of nothing more than ap-
pearance on the show—and I sup-
pose you could cill that a mis-

demeanor,
points fine.

A private citizen, even a gang-
ster, is entitied to some dignities

too, if you cut your

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

up to the point of being formally
accused in a court of law of a spe-
cific wrongdoing. 1f he appears
on television he at least has the
right to say whether he wishes to
be flashed to the nation as an In-
formal living picture. If he pro-
vides entertainment for millions
he also is entitled to a fee, be-
cause he is working for a com-
mercial company.

When L was a boy in this busi-
ness we took pretty special pains
to smudge up the features of un-
identified people we snapshot in
ungraceful poses. If you print a
picture” of a preacher with no
pants on, when a pressing shop

which hurts his profession of
P

There's something * mnpnnhlc
nle"hem ;‘i«?‘ the

of the camera, up mno-
cent W at_public events,
and he performs for free—some-
times to his own embarrassment.

a definite offense against the com-
monweal.

'WeEGp*u SawMuerlen You Need It’.
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One View Of Politics

Our Frozen Assets

the North Carolina
largely
s good

Some mien T know have built their reputations
fact that

on the they are what we describe

losers.

And at the polls, as in business, there is always

Baxter's little talk because it deserves  , chance to win.

wider circulation. Editers, The News.) Now mzmemumummmay
mad? There agsn, the bugaboo is bigger than the
facts merit.
A politician, it is true, must take a stand on
community issues. In doing 80, he will sometimes

. .
OW just why can't we get businessmen to run
for offices? Is it because they are seifish
and money mad? Is it because the executive type
of businessman is too busy with the details of his
business and hasn't time to share his time and
talents with his City, State, or Nation?
It is because of the “let George do it” atti-
tude so prevalest in American life today.

3 St. Peter’s door at the end of your life, your bags

vacations = of money won't help you get in. It is what you did

Florida sway the dedumumlmmﬂdfm for the other fellow, your neighbor and your city,

ere is a reason for this. The wrong people that will let you pass through. People must share

muamnum mnlvcm-hulum-nd their talents with the other fellow. There are too

blow our tops ut politics after we elect them. many five-talent people in the ‘world with one-talent
'r:lk -hnn\ywrm assets,” the biggest 'troun ideas of life.

American life today are the men and The answer can easily be found dnd it must

'nmm bo are capable and honest and have be corrected. Businessmen must be brought into

the golden rule in their hearts, but who will not politics to protect their own business because mm

ffer Yor public offices. Here it is, late in March,
:vnh mmigl«pﬂ elmmn time nnly six weeks off, and
no interest has In previous election
years we have hnd mmy umﬂd-lu out for public
office.

polmu have scared m

VO big “hunbool"

a lot of good bus

One is the fear of delel\ ll the polls. Another
is the fear of mku:z somebody mad, and hereby
losing custom: B

As I see it, M(lher fear ll]ul

Losing an foul, is
always a possibility. 1 speak 'n.h lnthﬁty on that

score.

But every \entm we attempt in this competi-
tive world holds the risk of defeat. That is a basic
fact, so commonly accepted that we have come to
look upon the loser with a certain warmth “and o(

respect, particularly if be mytl his loss in good
grace, with no emxsa and with his spirit still
high.

getlhen]htmmlnnm(nro!ﬂu

Iron Curtain NotSo Hard To Penetrate

(ED. NOTE: Drew Pearson is making a Ibhl tour
of the Middle East and Europe, surveying the world
situation.)

BERLIN

T!ns is the extreme northern end of the Iron Curtain. 1

started this trip at the southern end where it begins,
between Bulgaria and Turkey—a long line of barbed wire
extending north—and have now reached the other end,
where it isn't even barbed wire but fans out into the east
rone of Berlin.

One of the most important conclusions I've reached on

i the democratic

tween Russia and the western world as an Iron Curtain,
because the border isn't as impervious as the word “iron”
indicates. Not only is Stalin’s curtain the East
and the West not even marked by barbed wire in many
places, but it can_be crossed fairly easily.

The border between Czechoslovakia and the American
crossed almost any

other side of the curtain? Dbﬂoully the curtain was rung

down by Stalin for only one re: : because he fears inter-

course between East and Wu(—be knew contact with the
ern

g0 over t '
lnd the satellite millions also forced to remain behind
curtain.

Eager For U. S. Information
HOW“WLYMMNM“N‘W

its most effective job of propa;

tion RIAS. This station, 'hkh l!'-l its l.hbmlllnd mma
from “Radio In American lly start
mlmmh:t is now operated by 'hm State Dept. I’&"ﬁ
us

programs Hooper rating and
cabaret d:muvl all these pro-
grams, however, aré telling wisecracks and

com-
ment which nickel-nursing Congressman John Taber of New
York probably couldn't understand and wouldn’t approve of

news show at which thélcommentator uncovers §
Communist agent in East Germany.
“You may know Hans Goering, the butcher on the
corner ¥ anhelmmne and Luxemburgp! says

do and say to the Soviet police.”
u(\hnup and the East Bureau of the




