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THE LEGISLATURE’S PRIORITY LIST

(Editorial Correspondence)
ALEIGH—With appropriations requests
already totaling $69 million more than

the recommendations of the Advisory
Budget Commission, and more to come, the
1951 General Assembly is beginning to face
up to the thankless assignment of setting
up a priority list for the many deserving
projects.

There will not be enough money, short
of a major revision upward of the State's
tax laws, to pay for all the requests. Un-
Jess there is some miraculous relaxation
of the powerful opposition to any tax in-
creases, and the. possibliity Is so remote
that it Is scarcely worth mentioning, the
General Assembly will have to turn down
a majority of the requests. There is no
alternative.

Some increases in appropriations can be
made without unbalancing the budget by
the simple expedient of upping the reve-
nue estimates for the 1951-53 fiscal bien-
nium. Most everyone around Raleigh, even
the ultra-conservative chalrmen of the
Senate and House appropriations and
finance committees, admit privately that
the general fund estimate is low. Just how
low is a subject of some disagreement, but
the majority - opinion appears, to support
the premise that the general fund revenue
estimate can be increased by $10,000,000
to $12,000000 a year. That would mean
$20.000,000 to $24,000,000 for the biennium.

Bchool teachers will get first call on
that extra money. They were on a $2,200-
$3,100 salary scale in 1949 and 1050, but
the scale was contingent on the accumula-
tion of a general fund surplus. This Gen-

‘This General Assembly will also do more
for the mental institutions than the Com-
mission . recommended. Food allowances
will be upped somewhat, and more money
for maintenance will be provided. New

anent improvements, however, will
run into difficulty. The $750,000 psychia-
tric wing at the University of North

MONEY IN THE BANK

Ollc‘l upon a time, back when John Dil-
linger, Pretty Boy Floyd et al were
on hand, a high-powered, black sedan
would stop In front of a bank and out
would hop such masked men as John and
Pretty Boy, Ioaded to the gunwhales with
submachineguns and big 45 callbre re-
volvers. They would rob the bank and de-
part with the currency, sometimes never
again to be heard from. .

But that was once upon a time. Now-
adays they're heard from more quickly
than a gunsel can yell “Reach!” They're
heard from behind ‘bes.

A check of the statistics «iil show that
bankrobbing is a decidedly risky profes-
slon in North Carolina. More than other
erimes, 1t seems, bank robbing doesn't pay.

But that doesn't keep people from
robbing banks. Vaults seem to have an
amazing fascination for Tar Heels. Bank
robberies have kept Charies W. Brown,

ial agent in charge of the Charlotte
office of the Federal Bureau of Investl-
gation, busler than a one-armed juggler.

Since Mr. Brown came down from Rich-

Carolina teaching hospital, and the $200,-
000 request for higher professional salaries
and an In-training program for nurses and
attendants have a 50-50 chance of being
approved. p

The Legislature will also do something
for the Btate employees who have been hit
by inflation. What form this pay boost will
take is not yet clear.

It may provide some money for hospital
construction, but certainly not the $6 mil-
lion Governor Scott requested.

It will insist that the $124 million per-
manent improvements program asuthorized
by the 1947 and 1949 General Assemblies
be kept within its original limits, and
probably will grant the Council of State
authority to decide how the unspent funds
will be allocated among the projects not
yet under construction. Tt will not scrape
up the $10 million that Governor S8cott
asked to complete the whole permanent
Improvements program  as  originally
planned.

There will be no major tax Increases.
A tax on theaters, a tax on cigarettes, a
tax on soft-drinks will get consideration,
but none of them has strong support.

* The General Assembly is marking time
until all requests are in hand. Then the
appropriations committees will start trim-
ming them. It is unlikely that the final
appropriations total will be much more
than $20 million above the

'Buf First A Few Words From Our Sponsors—"
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tion of the Advisory Budget Commission.

One thing is certaln. The 1051 General
Assembly is not going to let Governor
Bcott push it around. In 1949 the Governor
was able to line up enough public support
to swing the House to his side. Thus he
was In a favorable bargalning position
with the Senate.

The House is under firmer control this
time, and the Governor is in the second
half of his term when his influence is
greatly diminished. The General Assembly
will determine fiscal policy this year, and
there is little that Governor Scott can do
about It.

—C. A. McKnight

mond, the citizens have decided to tap
illegally the resources of more than a
dozen banks.

But of fifteen bank robberies in recent
years, nine have had thelr cash restored
within the day of the robbery. Only one
of the fifteen cases remains unsolved, the
robbery of the Northwestern Bank of
Malden In April, 1950.

Says Mr. Brown, with what we consider
Justifiable confidence, “We're still work-
ing on It”

It any further evidence is needed to
prove that the FBI's batting average on
bank robberles is highly respectable, con-
sider this week's robbery of the Farmers
& Merchants Bank of Granite Quarry,
near Sallsbury.

Practically before the teller had re-
gained his composure the long arm of the
law had scooped up two youngsters who,
apparently, didn't know about the FBI.
‘The third man in the case joined his com-
panions behind bars within a matter of
hours.

FIXING THE RESPONSIBILITY

the Budget Director

ENT TRUMAN'S to
Congress to cut his $71 billlon budget
has been accepted by several key members
of both Houses, and some of them appear
to be rubbing their hands in glee at the
prospect. But before any bets are placed
on the outcome of this new test between
the Administration and Congress, it might
be wise to consider three basic factors in
budget-cutting that were highlighted by
the testimony of Budget Director Frederick
J. Lawton before the House Ways & Means
Committee this week:

1. Previous slashes by the Budget Bu-
reau have brought retaliation from Con-
gress.

2. Many of the proposed expenditures
were authorized by Congress in past years.

3. Some of the projects now being crit-
icized most sharply have been approved
by Congress since Korea.

To cite a few examples:

Asked why military appropriations should
not be cut, Mr. Lawton reminded the com-
mittee that the House Appropriations Sub-
committee worked him over last year for
cutting the armed services too much.
Asked If the Veterans Administration
couldn't be run efficlently, Mr. Lawton
recalled that he had once cut out 16000
hospltal beds from the veterans hospital
construction program, and that angry
House members took revenge by cutting

funds should be reduced,
Mr. Lawton pointed out that Congress it-
ope of the program and
was to decide how much

g

‘ment personnel. .

Explaining the problem posed by pre-

vious
sald:

“Federal expenditures cannot be turned
on and off like a water tap. Almost half
of all 1852 expenditures, or nearly $31
billion, will occur as a result of approp:
tions, contract authority, and other authori-
zations already enacted. When other fixed
items of ex litures, such as Interest on
the public debt, are taken into account, it

the area of flexibility
for controlling expenditures in a single
year is comparatively limited.”

And finally, Mr. Lawton reminded the
committee that “Once Congress decides a
function is to be performed, you don't
eliminate it from the budget. Some of the
things that have been critlcized by the
members here and by Senator Byrd are
things Congress passed after Korea—the
public assistance program, civilian defense,
school construction, and the like.”

‘There is a moral in this. We have stated
1t before, and we propose to keep em-
phasizing It until every voter within our
reach understands it clearly. The Admin-
istration is not interested in reducing the
services of the Federal Government. It
tries, rather, to e them at every
opportunity. But the Administration is not
solely to blame. The Congress, which con-
trols the purse strings, is equally respon-
sible, and it has defaulted on its obligation
to the people just as completely as has
the Administration.

Perhaps when enough people realize
that, we'll get a Congress that will do more
than pay lip service to economy.

One man in a thousand is leader of men;
the others follow women—Cairo (Ga.)
Messenger.

By installing electric lights in his poul-
try house, Dempsey Brandenburg of Lee
County Increased egg production of 150
pullets in 20 days from a dally average of
65 to 120.—Carlisle (Ky.) Nichplas County
Star.

'Lifting Up The Spirits Of Man’

Destiny’s Child Properly

Concerned With Dull Stuff

C. RUARK

By ROBERT

NEW YORK
WERE sitting around in the
literary salons I occasionally
frequent, munching plover tongues
on toast and sipping champagne
out of Tallulah Bankhead's old
shoes and throwing knives at
friends.

The subject was “Darkness at
Noon,” the new play from Arthur
Koestler's old book about perver
sion of idealism in the Russian
Communist Party, which bred the
wholesale slaughters of the 30
purges. Somebody is asking some-
body if they read the book

“Yes,” the fellow said
it when it came out in
Didn't pay much attention to it at
the time. Want to read it agan "

“Why didn't you pay much at-
tention to it then”

‘Well,” the fellow said, “that
was before | associated myself
with destiny "

There was a generally derisive
hoot. The destiny-boy got a little ,
peeved

it a minute,” he said. “I
don’t mean that 1. me. now have
such delusions of grandeur that 1,
me, is going to control or influ-
ence destiny, like Roosevelt or
Stalin or Mussolini or Harry Tru-
man. | mean that in the years be-
fore 1 never realized that 1 was
going to have a personally im-
portant association with things
that may shape the world differ-
ently

CLOSE ASSOCIATION

worries about it, where once upon
» time he shrugged off politics
and war and the le across the
seas because he felt none of those
things had any direct bearing on
him. Times,” the fellow xvd‘
“have changed.”

The man has got himself a pret-
ty good point, it seems to me
Mass sensitiyity to what used to
be disregarded as “heavy” stufl
has increased amazingly, and the
lust for information burgeoned. If
what you hear from the cab

CHARLOTTE
Editors, The News:
MAY 1 commend you upon the wisdom you have
shown in again running Fulton Oursler’s “The
Greatest Story Ever Told" during the Lenten sea-
son. It was tremendously well réceived last year.
1 am sure your subscription roster showed that.
At the same time it did much to satisly the grow-
ing spiritual hunger of the readers of The Char-
lotte News. It is my conviction that you will find
the public even more receptive this year. 1 have
never seen people quite so spiritually hungry. In
their confusion, many of them are looking at the
wrong place for help.

For many years I have been convinced that
the newspapers are among the greatest moulders
of public opinion. They can do much to calm
the hysteria which is so apparent in this nation
by going out of their way to present spiritual
inspiration, accounts of worthwhile achievement.
News stories throughout the world are so filled
with accounts of suffering, misery, corruption,
sordidness, that it has always seemed to me that
the newspapers have a responsibility on the other
score of lifting up the spirits of man to meet and

enough to have armed her, at the American tax-
payers' expense, putting her in
her benefactor as well as the rest of civilization.

asonable doubt, McCarthy,
r motives and evil tactics”
would not have suffered a parasitic “ism”, spawned
in a decadent Europe to encroach upon and in-
filtrate into our very existence, feeding and nour-
ishing it, and by so doing, accumulating a national
tupenduous as to stagger the imagina-

And beyont
with all his

debt s

Even a McCarthy would have known better.
—J. L. WALKER.

Pray For Peace

Editors, The News:
DAY as I was coming home on the bus I saw
young boys who were leaving for the - Army
marching in a long line.
1 couldn't help but think Bow many left a mother
crying brokenhearted. This-is one of the saddest
separations anyone can experience.

drivers and the farmers and the
people in parlors and bars and on
trains and planes is any indication.
there is a thirst today for hard
facts never before paralleled. It

ition to destroy

By DeWITT

WASHINGTON
HE MOSCOW press, marking
the first anniversary of the
Russo-Chinese alliance, makes
much of the claim that the joint
actions of the two nations will
have a powerful influence on the
future of humanity.

CHARLOTTE

face the issues conveyed through the news col-
umns. This feature will help.
1 am recommending this feature to my con-
gregation and also to the readers of The Everyday
Counselor column.
~—HERBERT SPAUGH, Pastor,
The Little Church on The Lane.

A
to mothers and fathers from boys who were
ing.
in Heaven?
£0 to war can say those words and mean them.

song was sung over the radio recently; a song
leav-
It said if we never meet again, may we meet
1 hope every boy who leaves home to

Fathers and mothers, you who have boys fight-

ing or in training, if you are not a Christian, give
God your heart and start praying for peace. You

Whether this is a correct fore-
cast depends heavily on whether
Bolshevism grows in strength or—
as many democratic observers be-
lieve—blows up because of man-
kind’s refusal to be regimented
However, it strikes me that the
Moscow prediction isn't to be
tossed aside lightly without con-

In Defense Of McCarthy

ST. PAULS
Editors, The News:
JDESPITE all the ridicule and abuse that has been
upon Senator McCarthy by newspapers
in sympathy with those of the New Deal persuasion,
and in spite of everything the administration big-
wigs could do to hamstring his endeavors with
their hush-hush tactics, and regardless of how “low”
he

may be a church member, but you know if you
are saved or not and if your name is on God's
eaven. That is what counts.

y church in Charlotte and have not been
saved, our name on a record here is not any
. For when we get to the Judgment Bar of
God. that is where the record counts.
s0 many homes broken up today because of sin.
That is why we are in war. So many people would
rather enjoy worldly pleasures than live for Christ.
1 pray that America will wake up and come to God

recor
join an;

sideration.

Certainly as things now stand
the vast Asiatic theater which con-
tains more than half the world's
population, presents a grave prob-
lem for the 1t could

If we

ere are

listen to newscasts, read
books, and gabble, gabble, cease-
lessly on “heavy” subjects.

1 remember as as a largely
trivolous folk, before the war, who

dismi

mostly dull, who ignored the or-
dered degradation of the dollar,
who feasted on the funnies and the
sports page and airily waved the
Cassandra editorials away. The
Russians were a hairy people, far
distant. The implications of !
Spanish civil war were awfully un-
clear to the majority. We were
sports fans, Hollywood fans, Amos
n' Andy fans, and the “heavy”
stuff was for heavy people, none
of whom we knew very well.

There are a few housewives to-
day who cannot profanely discuss
the farm lobby, every time the
price of eggs and butter and meat
lifts. They have become one with
destiny, as their dollar drops and
the price of baby booties rises. 4
MORE IMPORTANT

A youth with no
mind for much but girls and
ball scans his paper keenly an@ "
pins his ear to a radio for draft
news. He has allied himself with
destiny. The hairy Bolshevik has
entered the home, today, because
Cousin John just got killed in Ko-
rea. We have recently experienced
Government control ir WW IT —
rationing, ceiling. rollback and
freeze are household words, appli-

==
'

Lot ...

F

cable to you and you and you. |7

News of a Government budget.
used to be dull stuff, as was
peacetime conflict between armed
services. Not one more, Mac. That
tilt in the budget means another
bite off your pay check, large and
small. Who wins the service scrap

be means whether Mac dies
or don't die.

Outside a miniscule few, nobody
fretted about physics, and “atom™
meant “little.” The general idea of
atomic energy today, as syme
bolized by the bomb, rides the pil-
low of every John and Jane in
the nation.

Self-association with destiny?
Everybody you know today is cone
scious of it, for the simple reason
everybody owns a piece of it.

Asiatic Struggle Presents
Problem For Democracies

MacKENZIE

Korea and French Indo-China) or
threats of force, with which to
drive home the ideological spike.
Revolutionary activities are being
inspired and backed by the
Russo-Chinese alliance, and this.
program is spreading.

It is, of course, too early to ar-
rive at any final conclusion re-
garding the Asiatic situation. A
long, hard conflict may lie ahead.

Much will depend on the trend of
the struggle in Western Europe.
Should war develop there, and
should Russia overrun the con.
tinent, the picture in Asia would
be greatly alt

Such a European outcome would
provide Moscow additional re-
sources with which to press
Far Eastern conflict. And t

would

the
he™
democracies naturally )

be the decisive battlefield of the
ideological struggle.
Many of these peoples still are

e may have “sunk” in the estimation of those
who, over the years, have shown only passive
resistance agajnst the encroachment of Communism,
being for it of against it, as the occasion demanded,
his fight against. and exposure of same, has had
the desired effect of laying it bare in high places,
and opening the people’s cyes to ils dangers as
well.

Senator McCarthy may be crude in his “tactics”
and his “mouthings” are, no doubt, repulsive to
the ears and senses of those “to the manor born”,
but such “tactics” have resulted in exposing many
Communistic parasites, who have occupied high
places in our governmental departments since the
inception of the New Deal in 1931. It is, as you
assert, quite possible that the McCarthys and
their ilk might, if given access to our lawmaking
forums, “debase the ideals of that venerable in.
stitution.”  Yet, if more McCarthys had been in
the United States during the past two decades, we
would have, undoubtedly, been s, the humil-
iating aspects of many secret concessions at both
Yalta and Potsdam—concessions that the grand
moguls of New Dealism are ashamed to mention
even to this day. And in all i

and be saved and then we will have peace.

—MRS. MAYME BARGER.

The People’s Platform ts avaflable to any
reader who cares to mount {t. Communica
tions should be less than 300 words, type-
written if possible, and on only one side of
the paper. Libel and obscenity will be de-
leted—otherwise anything goes. Bach lstter
must be signed.—Editors, Tux Nywa

Quote, Unquote

Fulton is getting to be a big town, to take the

Board of Mayor and Aldermen about four or five
hours every first Tuesday to vote “yea" and “nay™
on all of the business—Itawamba County (Miss.)
Times.

center of the state of Mon-

e
Carthy, regardless of how “irresponsible or in-
sane” he may be. would have never “recognized”
Communistic Russia, or have been “addle-pated”

Drew Pearson'’s
/Merry-Go—Round

WASHINGTON
THE politics-ridden Reconstruction Finance Corp.
hoping that another of its juicy deals will not make

The
tana, according to surveyors, is the kitchen sink in
the home of a Lewiston doctor. Few housewives
will be surprised.—Sanford (Fla.) Herald.

RFC

seemed 1o have a fairly easy time closing a deal with the
to buy the Aireon jukebox plant for $700,
though another bidder, New England Industries Inc., had

living in primitive conditions, I
erally generations behind the West-
ern world. Poverty and hunger are
the general rule.

Untold millions of Asiatics nev-
er see the time when they are not
hungry—afact which I know from
personal observation during vari-
ous trips to the Far East.

Naturally such conditions pro-
vide a fertile field for any sort of
ideology which holds out big prom-
ises of betterment.
FORMIDABLE ALLIANCE

So the combination of the Soviet
Union and huge Red China com-
prise a formidable alliance, espe-
cially since much of their terri-
tories actually_lie within Eastern
Asia. China, "to be sure, suffors
from the common ailment of pov-
erty and hunger. But she does
have a vast reservoir of manpower
which is backed by Russian re-
sources—military and otherwise.

This enables the Russo-Chinese
combination to use force (as in

Democrat, who tried

weakened.

In short, Russia wouk ty (7
well queen of the glo Al a'!u
cumstance which this column °
doesn't expect to develop.

The Asiatic struggle may take
on a different complexion as Com-
munism increasingly comes uj
against Moslem countries. The *
world Moslem conference just held
in Karachi, Pakistan, warned that
the Moslem nations will stand to-
gether in event of aggression
against any one of them. The glob-
al Moslem bloc totals some 3164
000,000, and 36 nations were rep-
resented at the conference.

Moreover, we may expect sturdy '
religious resistance on the par
of the Moslem peoples against
atheistic Communism. The Mos-
lem takes his belief in God serious-
ly, and will fight for it.

So we get back to’ the premise
that the outcome of the Russo-
Chinese operations in Asia is
bound to have a great influence on
the future of humanity. And there
15, as I see it, no reason why the
democracies shouldn’t look for
ward confidently to the outcome,

Firm Bankrupt After Getting RFC Loan

Note—Chief credit
favoritism” in RFC goes to Cen. Bill Fulbright, Arkansas

for uncovering “influence and

to get President Truman to house-

headlines. 1t's the story of a loan to a jukebox manufac-
turer in President Truman's home town, Kansas City.

Though the jukebox business is not considered one of
the stanchest pillars 1n our national economy, the RFC,
on Jan. 23, 1947, loaned $1.500,000 to the Aireon Corp. of
Kansas City. of which the taxpayers will now get back about
§700,000. The other $800.000 of the taxpayers' money went
down the drain.

One interesting thing about this deal is that the latter
part of it was concluded even while the news headlines
were sizzling over the Fulbright report about two

ago.

Another interesting thing is that the liquidation of the
Aireon jukebox company in Kansas City was turned over
10 a man in Worcester, Mass. Just why an auctioneer in

mer neighbor of RFC’Vj A Rowe,
whose dealings both in and out of the RFC have come in
for Senatorial fire.

Here is the inside story of Aireon, which smells of
politics from beginning to end: Eight months after the
RFC advanced it $1,500,000 in 1847, Aireon went bankrupt.

of the Korean war, of
in a possible war plant, particularly the Starrett Tele-
vision Co.

After this contact was made, ' Starrett Television

offered $770,000.

Tax Frauds

THIS oversight was unfortunate, for it turned out that
Starrett's owner, Jacob Freidus, was under indictment
for income-tax frauds aggregating nearly a quarter of a
million dollars; that the vice-president, Larry Knol
a

hl, had

1 record for bankruptcy violations; and that the
former president, Murray Daniels, aiso had a criminal rec-
ord. The RFC also discovered—too late—that Starrett Tel-
evision had falsified its financial statements.

Yet despite these shocking discoveries, the RFC

for a month before rescinding its contract with
Starrett.

This should have ended the political wire-pulling. Yet
the RFC turned right around and hired Rowe's friend,
Aaron Krock, to auction off the Aireon facilities.

In'the end, however, it appears that Krock did a
good job. He brought in $732,760 from the piecemeal auc-
tioning of the Aireon plant. This did not include the lease
of the manufacturing space, which RFC is still holding
and estimates “will give us an additional $200,000 to $250.-
000 in the next five years.”

Yet only three months before, RFC was prepared to
sell both the facilities and the lease to Starrett Television
for a flat $700,000. Krock will now keep $36,638, plus
o ising expenses, out of the $732,760 purchase

clean the RFC. He had made the mistake, however, of
having urged one Harry Truman to resign after the No-
vember elections went aganst him in 1948,

Servants Of Brotherhood
AMES JONES. the Negro Western Union messenger
in Florence. S. C, this year has bettered his own high
score in collecting money for the March of Dimes. Always
one of the big money-raisers, Jones this year collecied §2.+
for polio victims. White friends in Florence gave
him a big sendoff . . . Without any fanfare B'nai Brith
has been doing a wonderful job adopting entire wards in
Army, Navy and Marine Corps hospitals in order to care
for disabled veterans Credit the Spencer Times of
Spencer, lowa, for doing one of the best promotions of
Civil Defense Plans. C. D. is lagging in many cities . .
Here is how some of our heroes without headiines take
it on the chin After saving many lives, Robert A. Joyes
of the New York Firc Dept. died, leaving a widow and
eight children. Mrs. Joyce now receives as her pension the
ridiculous sum of SII83 weekly. Since a fireman's. wife
and children can get just as hungry as any others, Mrs.
Joyce inquired about going on city reliel. There she found
that the same city which pays her a pension of $i183
would pay her $60 if on rghel . . . Mrs Joyee and a lot
of other firemen's wives, PBlicemen's widows and retired
school teachers don't like relief. But inflation (about the
best friend of Communism) makes it almost impossible for
the retired or pensianed worker to live,




