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SCHOOLS—THE BIG MONEY PROBLEM

(Editorial Correspondence)
RALEIGH

\ROM the time the Advisory Budget
Commission's report was made public

In early January, it has been obvious that
the No. 1 problem for the 1951 General
Assembly is the preservation of the State’s
fine system of progressive public education
against the inroads of Inflation.

‘There are other problems, to be sure,
that must be faced before an appropria-
tions measure is finally written. The con-
tinuance of the hospital bullding program,
merit raises for State employees, com-
pleting the 1047-49 permanent improve-
ments program and several other less
major expenditures were pointed up in the
‘Governor's budget message. Since then,
there have bedn many requests from
State institutions and agencles for more
money than the Budget Commission rec-
ommended.

But those problems pale into Insignifi-
cance when compared with the public
school lssue, Everyone agrees that the
General Assembly will have to appropriate
much more than the $185 million recom-
mended by the Budget Commission. De-
ciding how much more, and finding the
sources .of revenue are the two questions
that must be answered. When they are
answered, the General Assembly can lit-
erally pack up and go home.

Y

Y, in an hours-long hearing
by the House and Senate Appropria-
tions Committee held in the jampacked
hall of the House of Representatives, rep-
resentatives of the State Board of Educa-
fon and of the United Forces for Educa-
tion-mixed cold facts and warm oratory
in telling the story of the schools' needs.
They showed convincingly how the
Budget Commission’s recommendations,
pegged to conservatively-estimated reve-
nue in the coming biennium, would shift
North Carolina’s educational program into
reverse, would bring about an exodus of
teachers from the profession, would in-
crease teacher loads, would jeopardize the
widespread transportation qllem, would
reduce the free textbook covel
And they repeatedly { that the
more than 800,000 children in North Caro-
lina’s public schiools would be the real
sufferers.
Dr. Clyde Erwin, Btate super(nbendent
of Public

higher costs of living.

To go all the way with the United Forces
for Education and establish a $2,400-$3,600
salary schedule would require an additional
$17.957.207 in 1051-52 and $21427287 In
1052-53.

LTHOUGH the United Forces represen-

tatives are pursuing their campaign
vigorously, and documenting it with im-
pressive evidence about salary schedules
in other states, there is little likelthood
indeed that the General Assembly will go
that far. To do so would require extensive
upward revision of the state tax la nd
there Is the strongest possible opposition
to any tax increases beyond the most basic
needs of the State Government.

It may be that the public school line can
be held without any revision of the tax
laws. The revenue prediction of the Ad-
visory Budget Commission appears to be
overly conservative. In a period of rising
national income. North Carolina’s revenue
act, highly responsive to prosperity, will
certainly produce more money than the
$146,000,000 estimated for each year of the
coming blennium.

Upward revision of the revenue estimate
would give enough leeway to establish the
$2,200-$3,100 salary schedule on a perma-
nent basis, even If it didn't cover the
expanded services requested by the Board
of Education. And it may well be that the
General Assembly will take this easy way
out.

At least two of the extra services re-
quested by the Board are of more than
passing interest to the parents all “over
the Btate. ’

One 1s the provision for the salary and
travel of attendance officers in every
scheol district who would be employed by
local school units to enforce North Caro-
lina's compulsory attendance law. Many
thousands of school children quit school
each year and the net result, according to
Superintendent Erwin, that “we are
ralsing another generation of Illiterates”.
Enforcement of the attendance law would
cost $424.800 and would be, according to
Dr. Erwin, “a fine Insurance policy for
the elimination of flliteracy in North
Carolina."

The other s the recommendation by the
State Bodrd that pupils who live within
city limits be transported to and

way: ®

To maintain the schools at the present
Jevel and teacher salaries at the 1947-49
level, $3,335,807 more will be necessary In
19051-52, and $6,500,790 In 1952-53.

Maintaining the schools at the current
Jevel, holding teacher salaries at the
$2.200-$3,100 on a contingency
basls for the 1940+51 blennium will require
an increase, in addi to the figures
above, of $8,615862 In 1051-52 and $8.984,-
427 In 1952-53.

Expansion of school services as requested
by the State Board will call for still an-
other Increase pf $3,152,440 in 1951-52 and
$2,951,358 In -53.

In sum, to do the job as the 3tate Board
of Education thinks it should te done will
require $15,104,109 in the first year of the
blennium and $18,436,575 In the second year
over and above the amount recommended
by the Advisory Budget Commission. And
that would just hold teacher salarles at
their present level, making no allowance
for the loss of real income because of

TAKE YOUR CHOICE

MAY WELL happen that foreign pol-
ey will become the dominant issue in
the 1952 Presidential campalgn. But if we
are to judge by the recent debate In Con-
gress, and the even more recent outburst
of Republican oratory on Lincoln Day, the
Republican Party will have to get together
before a foreign policy can be very much
of an lssue.

To date, the Republicans are divided on
foreign policy just as widely as the Demo-
crats are split on domestic policy.

At one extreme is Senator Wherry, who
doesn’t want to send a single U. 8. soldier
to Europe. Close beside him Is Rep. Joseph
Martin, who wauts to devote most of our
energy and effort to helping Chiang Kal-
shek regain control of China.

At the other extreme is the titular head
of the Republican Party, Governor Thomas
Dewey of New York, whose enunciation of
a worldwide Monroe Doctrine, including
the warning to -Russia that we will go
to war if she oversteps the line, goes even
further than the Administration policy.
Mr. Dewey's views on sll-out mobilization
are advanced, also.

From The Asheville Citizen

from school at State expense if their
" homes are more than a mile and a half
from the school. This was recommended
in fairness and justice to city children by
Superintendent Ben 8mith of the Greens-
boro public school system. It would cost
$343,920.

‘The most encouraging thing about the
Raleigh picture today Is the unanimity of
opinfon that North Carolina’s education
system must not be allowed to deteriorate
in quality in the highly-uncertaln future,
Even the “hold-the-liners”. whom Gover-
nor Scott castigated In his Asheville speech
yesterday, tell you that the General As-
sembly will have to do something for the
schools.

The question, as noted before, is how
much? One good bet is that this General
Assembly, in one way or another, will come
up with enough money to keep the edu-
cation system on its present level at least.
And that Is the absolute minimum objec-
tive from which there can be no retreat.

—C. A. McKnight

Somewhere In the middle s Senator
Robert Taft who admits an obligation to
ald in the defense of Western Europe,
but would limit U. 8. participation to a
fixed ratio set by Congress.

And there 1s, of course, former President
Herbert Hoover, who likes the concept of
a Western Hemisphere Gibraltar, protected
by vast sea and air forces.

Other Republicans fall in somewhere
along the line. Senator Lodge of Massa-
chusetts hews rather faithfully to the
Administration policy, as does Senator
Salstonstall of Massachusetts. And Senator
Knowland of California pursues still an-
other line of reasoning. He supports the
Administration in its European policy, but
would take a much tougher course of ac-
tion in the Far East.

Until the Republicans get together, they
will be at a disadvantage in the great
national debate. In times like these, the
American people don't want to use the
multiple choice method in finding the
right answer to the most difficult ques-
tion in all their history.

POSTSCRIPT

{Reprinted From The Citizen, July 27, 1950)
00D, gray Bernard Baruch went before
the Senate Banking Committee yester-

u He got what is described n “polite

illusory” to hope that the war crisis will end
with the Korean business.

We have no comment of the proof posi-
tive kind on whether this is prophetic or

but “scant " Here Is
& summary of what he said:

‘We are moving~too slowly to mooilize. Thi
-unmnnﬂmmn.:mm .

Let's just file it away for a
while. It could be that somebody will have
to say to America: Well, I warned you. It
could be Elder Statesman Barney Baruch.

It seems that no matter how you bring
up children you can't be sure of what they
bring up 'pzn company comes.—Elaville
{907 Sun>’

‘See Any Knav es Approaching The Moat, Sin?f,

People’s Platform.

HERB ok
St 46 At P O

School fraining For Auto Drivers

CHARLOTTE

Editors, The News:
]¥ regard to the story of the visit of a represent-
atjve of the American Automobile Association
to Charlotte in the interest of the plan for teach-
ing Aum-DrIwr Training in the high schools of
North Carolin

For the past ten years the AAA has been
“blowing smoke up that chimney” with no mate-
rial effect upon the death rate from accidents on
the highways. Even if the proposed system were
adopted completely there would be very little rd-
duction of the death rate. The reason being that
the drivers who cause most of the accidents (about
two-thirds) do not go to the high schools! To de.
pend upon such a plan to solve the problem of
highway safety would, therefore, be a waste of
time and money.

There are lbnlll 165,000 students enrolled in
the High Schools of North Carolina. Of the:
about twenty per cent (17 per cent in Charlotte)
complete the course and graduate, about 33,000 per
year. Age about eighteen years.

There are about one million licensed drivers
in the State. There are about 100,000 (a little
less) mew drivers licensed each year.

Of the 33,000 hish school graduates (white and
colored) at least ten per cent (probably more—
there are more girls than boys who graduate) will
not own and drive an automobile. There are
therefore, less than 30,000 graduates who will
drive autos. Of these less than hall would be in
the “accident making" class. With a high school

education most people have intelligence and know!-
edge sufficient to teach themselves to drive prop-
erly. There are, therefore, less than 15,000 grad-
uales-per year who require training in' the high
schools in order to prevent them from causing
accidents. As the cost of teaching the ”M
who will graduate be about $594,000

year (the article sta t the Motor Club lnd
found that it cost about $18 per year per student),
such cost would be out of all proportion to the
results obtained and 1 doubt if such amount of
money could be “found by carefully budgeting of
the funds already appropriated for the schools”.
If so, it had better be used to increase the pay of
:::d teachers now employed! It would do more

Assuming that 30,000 graduates obtain licenses
to drive, there are left about 70,000 drivers per
year (new) for whom no training would be avail-
able. As it is in that group of drivers where the
“accident makers” are found it is evident that the
training in the high schools would be like lhn Fose

which “wultd its fragrance on the desert

While mpulsory training of all new dnv:n
is the nlnllon of the Highway Safety problem, yet
the training :hou)d be conducted in spec! Al.lomu

3 suc

State
training is a !um:uun of the Department of Motor
Vehicles (Safety Bureau) and not of the Depart-
ment of Public Education. Such a system of school
can be conducted and the 100,000 new drivers per
year can be trained at a cost of one dollar per
year per registered car (safety tax).

—P. W. FOOTE. *

The First Sign Of Spring

(From The Goldsboro News-Argus)
JF Winter comes can Spring be far behind®

Friday is Ground Hog day. He may or may
not see his shadow, but Spring will be only six
weeks away for this part of the good old world.

Pity the land that has no Spring. where Winter
with its biting cold goes out one day and Summer
with his searing heat comes in right away.

Spring, that lazy awakening time when life
yawns and stretches and nllnrt begins a new birth.

The first sign of Spring is here. Two weeks
ago the bright ﬂlw bells spread their brilliance
in Mrs. Hicks' One day it was biting cold. One
day the b musmater sased upward a bit. And next
day the corner bush of yellow bells were there to
ease the heart and tell that nature's great alchemy
is working. The yellow bells—also called forsythia
—deck themselves with proud bloom before any
leaf appears.

Mrs. Hicks gave us some and the wife care-
fully put them in water for keeping until we should
#0 to a grave now about a year old. We put them
on the back porch. That night the temperature
droj and the water in the container turned to
ice. But the yellow bells, as hardy and as steadfast
as the human heart, continued to smile their bril-

Drew Pearson’s

liant smile. When the ice melted they were as
tresh as i just picked.

Did You Know?
(Jim Parker. Chatham News)

That Siler City is lll! oul\ town in North Caro-
lina that has a highwi ossing with highways on
three different levels? s the
Highways 64 and 421 Just North -of
Highway 421 goes under 64 and just a few
yards up the road 64 passes under the dirt road
leading from Chatham Avenue and entering 421
several miles North of town.

He Couldn’t Afford Us
(W. G. Hazel, Pee Dee Advocate)
Mayoe It we can put off this war a couple more

years with the way Lhu.gs are headed now Stalin
won't want America. .

, .
Now He's Married
(Morganton News Herald)

Awful sad news for us chittling lovers, for Clyde
Dawkins, loving his wife more an more every ‘ar,
khI:.i discontinued his annual chittdng stunt at his

me.

crossing_of

Beleuguered Truman Tasped
From Top To Trough Of Waye

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

HE VISITOR to Washington in

this cold and snowy weather
can stand on the sidewalk in front
of the old State, War and Navy
Building and look across the street
at Blair House in which President
Truman and his family are living.
The visitor will observe a number
of policemen and White House
guards on ‘duty behind the steel
cables stretched between steel
posts 1o keep the vpponll sidewalk
[ree of all passersby.

A block away the White House
is being reconstructed. Having
Jeft merely the outer shell of the
building, army of wmkrn are

number for fiscal ‘50 was 2600, and
thnmhx tly on the in-

crease.
GUARDS ADDED

Truman's temperament with his
genuine liking for all sorts of peo-
ple. that he must submit io many
extra precautions for his safety
because there was an increase jin
the number of those who Wi

him ill.

have

now putting in steel
ments preparatory to restoring the
interior. The scene is dominated
by scaffolding, the movement of

ks in and out, piles of ma-
terial stacked on the White House
awn.

In some respects this oulwlrd
scene is symbolic of the position
in which the President finds hlm-
self as he approaches the end of
his sixth year in what is surely
the most burdensome office in the
world. He is beleaguered. More
than ever before in a career that
has seen a lot of storm and strife,
he is on the defensive.

Some associates who observe
him from week to week note a
change in him. Mr. Truman has an
optimistic, even a buoyant, tem-
perament that permits_few doubts
of himself or his capacity to over-
ride any obstacle. But in recent
months this same buoyancy has
not always carried him through.
He has been noticeably weighed

of solution by anyone but a super-

man.
DIVIDING LINE

The date of June 25 last, when
the Korean attack began, is a kind
of dividing line. Before that date
things were at least outwardly
normal and they could be co
with. Since the start of the con-
flict in Korea, which is neither
wholly war nor wholly peace,
things have been decidedly abnor-
mal

Nov. 1 last is in a lesser degree
another dividing line, a kind of
landmark, in the President’s term
in the White House. On that date
fanatical Puerto Rican Nationalists

tempt to assassinate
While the attempt w‘l foiled, it
could easily have resulted in harm

to the President or one of hxl fam-
l!

Even before this episode then
had been an increase of threat-
ening and abusive mail sent to the
President. That invariably happens
in times of tension. W. E. Baugh-
man Jr., chief of the U. S. Secret
Service, testified before a House
‘Appropriations Committee that in
he (iscal year 1049 about 1900 such

™ letters were received. The

Persian Shah's

* ot conditions Fulbright

This added tension may
to th

e
with which the President increas-
ingly reacts. It seems to under-
score one of his fundamental
traits—unwavering loyalty to lhud
who will give him loy:

was conspicuous once udn
in his reaction to the critical re-
port on the Reconstruction Finance
Corp. prepared by a Senate sub-

to present the plﬂufe 10 the Presi-
dent so that steps could
be taken wl\hou( a publje airing
lieved to
be wrong.

In connection with the "ﬂck‘
strike of railway trainmen thére
has been crnn:nm of John
Steelman, Assistant to the Presi:
dent. Union leaders say that Steel-
man tried’ to have a provision
written into the wage agreement
that would have made him arbi-
trator over the operation of the
contract for the next years
— a year beyond the date that Mr
Truman's present term of office
The President referred

like a bunch of Russians.

This, with similar \ncld!nu such
as Mr. Truman's angry letter to
music critic Paul Hume of the
Washington Post, naturally stirs
speculation about the President’s
future. There are close observers
vho believe that he has now put
out of mind any thought of run-
uning for a second full term and
that he is in fact even eager to
lay down the burdens of an office
that increasingly seems to duervo
the description “Impossible”.

At this point 1t would be highly
improbable that any firm decision
had been reached. But no man in
Mr. Truman’s position could help
speculating on how it might feel
to take off the harness live
a private life nnln Just now the
speculation is on er or/not
Mr. Truman will b¢ able to take
a kind of working vacation in
arch in Key West, Florida, where
he is able temporarily to get away
from some of the more irritating
aspects of ‘the job. But such a
brief respite could be expected
merely to vbet the appetite for a
greater )

Action Seen

As Force Against Poverty

MacKENZIE

now are to be sold to the little
people on easy lemu

By DeWITT

‘WASHINGTON

lTS A notable y of
ur times that Persia's seri-

ous young Shah has joined Asiatic
leaders who at long last recognize
abject poverty as being the cause
of most of the unrest in their part
of the world.

Twice within recent days 32-
yearold Shah Mohammed Reza
Pahlevi has made striking moves
ta better conditions in his owf
country. The first was his an-
nouncement that he will sell his
huge -holdings to the langhungry

ts. This week he c: this
by nrdering that the cel tions
m connection wif
the Princess Saraya Esfandiari
shnuld be stripped of the usual re-
gal pomp and be confined to one
day as a measure of mational
‘economy.

To understand just what this
means you have to know that less
than 300 families control most of
the land and other weaith in Per-
sia. The Shah himself is officially
estimated to own 1,000 villages
and surrounding agricultural lands
which support . quarter million

peasants. The Shlhl properties

is a bold move on lhz p-ﬂ of lhe
ruler. It requires no imagination
to realize that the landed gentry
of Persia will fight to the last
ditch against such a redistribution,
on the basis that it is likely to
drag them along with it. They
aren't yet ready to share with the

poor.

However, a battle with his
landed gentry is the lest of two
evils for the Shah. Across his
northern border the long arm of
Russian Communism is reaching
to win converts among the under-
privileged. Poverty and hunger

_provide the most fertile ‘soil for
me growth of Bolshevism.

The dissolution of the great
landed estates of Europe, with a
resulting benefit to the small folk,

n moving apace in recent
years. Britain's landed gentry is
rapidly disappearing. the change
being due largely to heavy taxa-
tion which has forced the sale’
of the huge holdings. And on the
continent, Italy has been having
a field day in splitting up big es-
tates.

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

[PROBABLY the only American who has ever met Stalin's
mothet is Carleton Smith, director of the National Arts
Foundation, who while traveling iflis in
taken to a village where Stalin’s mother lived.

Her home was a mud hut dug out of the side of a

hill, and she proved o be a wrinkled, kindly old hay
elling Smith how she had raised her son to be a priesl,
the old lldy added:

“1 hear he's now running all of Russia, but I don't
believe 1"

A year later, Smith was in Moscow at the Bolshoi
Theater when Stalin was also present, and had an inter-
view with the Ru.n‘adlcnmr Among other things he
told him about the vis® to his mother.

Stalin maintained an icy silence.
interested in his mother.

Victory In Korea
“EN. MATTHEW RIDGWAY personally is largely cred-
ited with turning the most humiliating defeat in 85
ly(“" of American military history into gradual victory in
orea.

was

He did pot seem

~

Military men say that Ridgway has done an amazing
job. Yet he did it with almost no reinforcements, and
with a larger number of enemy forces against him than
hud U. N Inml when General MacArthur was in direct

ph. m,ooo Mﬂllmed North K
day, more than the Communist army that knocked Mac-
Arthur off balance in North Korea and drove him back

ln'ul the 38th Parallel
ot generally publicized is that almost sole responsi-

blllly in Korea has now been given to General Ridgway.
‘or all practical purposes, I.I:Ar\lur has been relieved of

the fighting Korean command. Technically, of course, this
is not true, because MacArthur still remains supreme com-
mander. Actually, however, MacArthur virtually washed
his hands of the Korean war after Washington refused to
send him the four National Guard divisions he requested
early in January.

Furthermore, Ridgway. coming direct tp Korea from
the United States, has been more independent than the
tield generals who had served under MacArthur in Japan
and who, having been close to him, looked to him for di-
rection.

Pentagon officials emphasize that there has been no
friction between MacArthur and General Ridgway. The
latter has merely used different tactics.

Hoover And Truman

THOUGH on opposite sides of the political fence, and
vigorously disagreeing on foreign policy, the President
of the United States and the only living” ex-President of
the United States seem to have a strong bond of affection
for each other.

H Hoover once paid lmcer! |nb||u to Harry
Truman at a Gridiron Club dinner. has been known
to be grateful to Truman for having nmd the ban against
him which for thirteen long years was imposed by Franklin
Roosevelt.

Some White House !nmds have argued that Truman
m.n'lel a mistake by invi Hower to Wldnnmu for {re-
qugn
nowwlhlmlnnpoudonvhrnhumldﬁmnum
man's foreign policy. However, the President has not
meed, and the ofher day invited the ex-President to help

him regarding relief for India.

Calling a meeting of Cabinet' members and other ad-
visers, Truman introduced Hoover by saying:

Belton and Sgt. F:

Stalin’s Works Fail To Impress Mother

“I have invjted President.Hoover because of his vast
experience and fumanitarian policies to advise us on send-
ing grain to India."
oover replied that. although he was not familiar with
the Indian problem, he had great respect for Mr. Truman's
judgment, and he was there to listen.
Secretary of State Dean Acheson explained that while
l“de do Pul\,:lour differences with the Government of India,
o not believe that should stand in the way of he
ul!tr\ng v g
D. A Fuzgernld ECA food director, mmned In-
dia’s nced;' He said that drought, (loods, earthquakes,
and about every other natural calamity had . it lndh and
cut its grain production by 9,000,000 to 5,000,000
is is especially bad,” he ulﬂ use N per cent
of the caloric intake of Indians is grain. They are not
meat eaters.”
Some cold water was thrown on the project by James
K. Knudson of the Defense Transport Administration, who
said that with the railroad tieup it would be “quite diffi-
cult” to get the wheat to the ports and he understood ocea:
shipping was tight,

Tragic Jeep Accident

NOT much got into the papers about the other vietims of
the Jeep crash that killed Gen. Walton Walker.
However, the South Koreans have quietly sentenced

the Korean driver who crashed into Walker's jeep to three

years hard labor. The driver was g Nei Pak. His
passengers—Kuk ‘Soom Lee, Chong Han Pll and Man Joo

Ch released after the accident.

of

Three American soldiefs in the Jeep with Waiker

survived and wm evacuated to the Tokyo General Hos-

pital. They are: uam Col. Layton Tyner, M/Sgt. George
is Reenan.



