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MORE ABOUT COTTON

AST Friday, in an editorial entitled
“Weaknesses in Cotton Bloc Case”,

Tae Nrws decried the efforts of SBouthern .

Congressmen to free cotton from all price
eontrols on the grounds that the farmer
must get a higher price for cotton if he is
to plant as much as the nation needs this

year.

The editorial has been interpreted in cot-
ton trade circles as a criticlsm of the le-
gitimate and long-standing practices in
the buying and selling of cotton. That
interpretation is erroneous, and it cer-
tainly was not Intended.

The editors of Tue News recognize that
cotton trading is & highly complex system,
and admit quite readily that some way
must be found-to get the exchanges open
again so that the thousands of existing
contracts can be fulfilled and other nor-
mal contracts made. It is not possible to
eliminate the traders from the cotton busi-
ness, and it would not be desirable to do so
If it were possible.

Nonetheless, we would reiterate certain
basic factors:

1. The average price for cotton dur-
Ing the Dec. 19-Jan. 25 period (43 cents)
Is high aplenty to encourage the cotton
farmer to plant the 16,000,000 bales the
Government says must be produced. The
mid-January parity figure was 1298, an
all-time high. If parity is & fair measure
of what the farmer must get for his prod-
uet In terms of what he has to pay for
things he buys, then the cotton farmer
& good deal better off than the grow-
.ers of many other farm products that are
still below parity.
h:nm farmer won't benefit, anyway,

iTF

3. Cotton prices are certain to rise if all
controls are lifted. As they rise, various

escalator clauses must be worked out lo

Chinese Straws In The Wind
May Be Hard To Interpret

By JOSEPH & STWA!T ALsoP

WASHINGTO!
'Iﬂl CRISIS IN Asia is d-rb

are now reportedly ®iosing th e
of a division a day to

protect traders,
distributors and retailers l.l] along the lln?
Since most of them operate on a percent-
age mark-up basls, the price of the fin-
ished product will increase much mpre
than the price for the raw material

4. Other factors—shortages of labor, fer-
tilizer, insecticides, and machinery—may
well be more influential than price In dis-
couraging the farmer from producing
more.

In considering this question. one cannot
isolate cotton from the whole domestic
economy. The same pressure being applied
by the cotton bloc Congressmen is being
applied by the Congressmen who look after
the growers of our other basic agricultural
commodities. And there is evidence, docu-
mented in a recent issue of the Wall Street
Journal, that the Office of Price Stabil-
ization 1s knuckling under to thelr de-
mands. -

The point of last Friday's editorial, and
we relterate it today, is that some method
must be worked out.to kéep the price of
raw cotton within reasonable bounds and,
al the same time, leave the cotton market
free to operate In its traditional fashion,
but also within reasonable limits. Experts
from segment of the vast cotton
empire have been closeted with Govern-
ment officlals the past two weeks trying
to work out that method. Certainly, we
would not be so presumptuous as to.sug-
gest to those experts a specific plan. But
we do stand on the proposition that the
emergency controls must apply to every
part of our national economy without dis-

and without The

mrrqn tendeney In this nation, we fear,

is that expressed s0 aptly by Willlam How-

ard Taft: “Too’ many people don't care

‘what happens as long as it doesn’t happen
to them.”

A GIFT—WITHOUT STRINGS

our past record of helping other people.

India’s request was made in mid-Decem-
ber. A resolution authorizing the gift was
In the House on Jan. 8. More
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than a month has gone by with no action.

Last week, former President Herbert
Hoover, who has had extensive experience
in feeding whole nations, Congress
to act without further delay. Let us hope
that his intervention will speed the mat-
ter along so that America's record of hu-

anitarianism will remain unblemished.

m: L
‘There will be ample time later to convince
Mr. Nehru that his truthful attitude to-
ward Communist China is the surest way
to Invite the destruction of his nation.

NEWSPAPERS AND ADVERTISING

COLLEAGUE of ours down the line—
the editor of the Hamlet News-Mes-

'Y worker who fSscided the paper
wasn't being fair in publishing what he
a “false and T-

town.

Anyone who has been reading Tus Nrws
Iately knows how we felt about the wild-
eat strike, but our opinion on that strike
Itself hasn't anything to do with our opin-
don about the attitude of the Hamlet
editor's visitor.

We feel, along with the News-Messenger
editor, that a newspaper has not only the
right but the responsibility to publish any

violate the moral code, is not anti-Ameri-
can or otherwise subversive, is from a
reputable person or business concern, and
does not violate the law In any other

From The Baltimore Evening Sun

manner, even though the newspaper and
every one of its readers may disagree with
the thoughts contained in the advertise-
ment.”

Of course, if the switchmen had arrived
with thelr advertisement and their money;
then the newspaper would have been
equally obliged to print what they had to
say.

Most advertisements In labor disputes
are so slanted that they're almost hori-
zontal but then, the purpose of the adver-
tisement 1s to sell. The reader must cer-
tainly be aware of that purpose; he must
also be aware that the ads are not printed
as expressions of the paper’s viewpoint,
for they are signed by the Interested
parties,

It would be possible, we suppose, to draw
some deep philosophical meaning from the
irate rallroad man's visit to the Hamlet
editor; we could—as the Hamlet editor
did—say that attempting to stop the free
expression of ideas is un-American.

However, we much prefer to belleve the
visitor to be one of those impulsive citizens
for whom the sign is displayed in many
newspaper offices: “Please Do Not Shoot
The Editor. He is Doing the Best He Can”.

{ LOGIC

the spectacle of Mr. A. B.
(Happy?) Chandler,

, Who is reported to
have offered his head for batting prac-
tice if the people who run major league
baseball will only let him be commissioner
agaln, has rattled ordinary thinking on
the subject. Whatever the reason, it is ap-

organized baseball 1s not yet widely held.
But there is a certain logic in the approach
that is hard to deny. One judge, Mr. Kene-
saw Mountain Landis, was eminently suc-
cessful. One Senator, Mr. Chandler, has
been unsuccessful. to the judi-
clary again, and might as wel get some-
body really good.

Whether Mr. Vinson finds this sort of
logic more persuasive than the tortuous
variety with which he must deal in his
present job, he can hardly help being
flattered. Having been considered for'such
difficult jobs as personally straightening
out Joseph Stalin at one time and taking

But somehow it seems hard to be-
lieve that even for the prestige, to say

-mummmm,mmme

ip his present.post. As Chief Justice, he
does, after all, have a job for life.

General Ridgway's aggressive task
forces.

In these circumstances, it is nat-
ural that Maso Tse-Tung should
have hurried to Moscow to discuss
the altered outlook with the mas-
ters of the Kremlin. The news of
Mao's Moscow journey, first
printed in this space, has not been
positively confirmed; but it is now
officially accepted that the Chi-
nese and Russian leaders have
held an important meeting some-
where during the past fortnight.

Unfortunately, the American pol-
icymakers are in the tantalizing
position of being pretty sure that
this meeting has taken place, with-
out knowing what decisions were
reached. Events alone will tell the
tale. Meanwhile, it is interesting
to review the various signs and
portents which seem to have a
bearing on the shape of things to

come.
SIGNS OF TIMES

One of the most striking of these
portents is an analysis of recent
developments in China by experi-
enced French military observers
there, the gist of which became
known here during the visit of Pre-
mier Rene Pleven. These men, just
expelled from their posts in the

First, the great Chinese Commu-
nist program of industrialization
and internal reconstruction has
now been utterly abandoned. All
energies are concentrated on mili-
tary preparation, to the extent that
the 30,000 most promising young-
sters have been taken out of the
colleges and technical schools, to
be trained as officers of new
armies. Second, further conquests
in Asia are the aim, immediate or
long range, of this effort of mili-
tary ration which was
launched with full intensity short-
ly after the Peking meeting in Au-
gust, presided over by Molotov,
when the Korean intervention was
decided upon.

1f new conquests are to be at-
tempted soon, there are two main
danger areas besides Korea — For-
mosa and Southeast Asia. No in-
dications have appeared, as yet, of
any impending attack on Formosa.

But there have certainly been re-
newed danger signals on China's,
borders.

China or get ready to fight for it.
There is evidence that the Chinese
armies in Yunnan Province -are
passing supplies to the Burmese
Communist guerrillas. In Siam,
there are warnings of a coup
d'etat, which would overturn the

And in Indo-China, «ne native Com-
munist forces of Ho Chi are
said to have been placed under
Chinese command, while the Chi-
nese “liberation army™ across the
border has been further reinforced.
INDO-CHINA SITUATION

These straws in the wind are
not thought. to portend an imme-
diate explosion. In Indo-China, for
example. Ho Chi Minh is expected
to be allowed one more try to de-
feat the French with his own Viet
Minh troops, and a Chinese attack
is not regarded as likely to occur
tomorrow. What will happen if Ho
Chi Minh fails has meanwhile been
decided, it is thought, at the meet-
ing of Chinese and Russian lead-
ers, where a choice must have
been made between three possible
courses:

1. Discouraged by their misfor-
tunes in Korea, the Chinese may
seek a serious settlement there, in
which case the rest of Asia may
be eomudend as temporarily safe.

2 Chinese may improve
their poumm in Korea by with-
drawing enough to shorten _their
supply. lines, and then try for a
talemate there. In this case, an
attack on Indo-China may be ex-
pected, to compensate for the Ko-
run setback.

3. The Chinese mly double their
bet in Korea, committing the large
forces they still have across the
Yalu, and at the same time launch
other attacks all along the south-
ern border. in Indo-China, in Bur-
ma, and possibly on Hong Kong.

In short, their choice is between
such an acknowledgement of fail-
ure as the Russ made when
they gave up the Berlin blockade;
or the compromise course of con-
cealing a bad miscarriage of plan
behind a cheap victory: or a gen-
eral offensive. The first choice is
considered highly unlikely; the
second probable, the third quite
pnulhle This instant in history be-
fore the Chinese choice becomes
known is x time of razoredged
suspense: for the future in Asia
and the development of the related
Soviet policy in Europe are both
in play.

Producers Should Redlize -
TV Past Experiment Stage

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
OF THE television audience

boons of gracious living it has
brouﬂn into the home, mb as

hair piece for all
and the bared chest of '.hc l.ndy
actors. Plus, of course, the ani-
mll.dllndlhe ulon,ml

lans morally
lporndble lor the duﬂa of vludc«

WQ are grateful for Godfrey, and
it is nice, too, that ten-
day blue come again
into vogue, since the TV cameras
adapt badly to the snow-white
shirt front. Girl singers of all
shapes and quiz shows of ail
kinds an. husl and wives

rich fullness of the time. The bad-
drama, the movie of
tage, the cowboys and
the Indians are fine. 1 was going
1o say, too, that even the celebrity
shows are passable, but since
smuggling mysel{ into one, dis.
as Shermln Bllllnlsley. 1

am not today too
But it is about ume. now, that
the television people accept them-
selves as no longer a novelty, sub-
ject to frequent flaw, foolish flub
and a sort of dull desperation at
bclnl mixed up in the thing at all.
cannot last forever on roller

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

derby and puppet, on dog act and
quasi comedian with the Joe Mil-
ler approach to humor. Even Hop-
.m. Cassidy may pall.

It seems just about time that
the camera ceases to'be subject
to gags in the u'an We went
through the vice-president gag,
endlessly, in radio, and not one
single listener ever got much of a
bang out of a sponsor or a network
executive as a <piece of comic
structure. Everybody's got person-
al troubles, and you don't have to
buy other people’s as an adjunct
to an evening's entertainment.

The TV camera, now, has re-
pl.«d the vice-president and the

nsor as an involuntary villain.
Tris s stock gag for the comedians,
who have written it actively into
the act. They derive delicious hu-
mor from wrangling with the
man who points the thing, and
when there is a technical fluff it
is ripe for a two-minute tirade
from the comedian. Not very fun-
ny.

The movies, you know, deal in
cameras, too, and rarely inter
rupt the sequence of a comedy to
allow the comedian to work off his
animosity at the cameraman. You
just accept the camera, in movies.
It is here. It is a medium that
brings you entertainment. It is not
a substitute for the pratfall of
Charley's Aunt.

WASHINGTON

‘I Haven’t Changed Anyﬂnng Except The Crew” |

People’s Platform

T HERRPLOCE~
@ T chigTou POOT o

McCarthy’s Contribution

LINCOLNTON
Editors, The News:
/ITH reference

your editorial, “A New Low

you .uemgud to point out his “evil
t are Senator McCarthy's motives in hh
ovrr the past months? I for one wish sonteone had
started some of the same kind of lcﬁoﬂl when
they might have prevented instead of
Perhaps McCarthy has been extreme, but I think
his motives, as I see them, justify the means.
Even the government-controlled Iom of de-
mocracy which we bave in this country is the most
precious possession of any people on earth. If some-

one has to go to extremes to get action in
order to protect this des and ple
from the inroads of Comm and

then 1 think his extremes are justified.

like to ask you how many trials of spies and Com-
munists in our Government do you think would
have taken place had it not been for the alarm
voiced by McCarthy?

of the peopl
of our re:pmu!ble
look at the headlines and see wl
of those people has led us. It's
woke us up and started us to thinkin,
—lolll.'l‘ H. LINEBERGE!
. 0

(NOTE: The News has received one other let-
ter, much longer than this one, about the Mc- -
Carthy editorial. It bears what appears to b' a
pseudonym, unlisted in the city or telephone di-
rectories, and has no address or other identifica-
tion. Since it is highly critical of The News, we
would like to print it and will do so if the writer
will identify himself. —Editors, The News.)

A Word From M q

uneasiness h lnﬁmlely greater lhln the evil.
“This nation t therefs

gs
against its enemies immense of fictitious
riches, which the credit and nature n( the Govern-
e recn iberty, it borrows of its sub-

“To rve its 1i it
jects; nm subjects, seeing its credit would
be lost if ever it were conquered, have a new mo-
tive to make fresh efforts in defense of its Lib-
erty”

Montesquieu was used as a um book by
statesmen during the prerevolutionary
the American colonies. He was studied ub
ington, Hamilton, Jefferson, Mason and Payne.
it is.

—HOYT H. EAVES.

s.?

A-Bombs And Fires

Editors, The News:
'l‘ﬂEmonwenldlndhuraboﬂ(mpmuﬂll
for civilian defense, the more convinced we are
that fire—and not atomic radiation—is the big
(hlnl Io worry abon( l'd‘ol!hol us m !\m lln-

CHARLOTTE

'he (cehnl of plnlc and hysteria lln grip) ped
h reculed that the A-bomb might be
e " oy va, (mm detailed
and alm lnllysh ol 'hl(
and Nagasaki, that there mmn un do to
safeguard uunllvu‘arm (e disaster tha
those two enemy ci
We know, for example, that most of the fatal-
ities in those two cllk: were caused by fire—not
iatie a tremendously important

CHARLOTTE
Editors, The New

5t
UOTATION from Montesquieu, Volume I, Book

19, Subject 27: “As the enjoyment of liberty,
and even its support and preservation, consists in
every man’s being llluwed to speak his thoughts.
and to lay open his sentiments, a citizen in this
state wilt say or write Whalcver |ha laws do not
expressly forbid to be said

“A people like this, beh( ll'ly: in a ferment,
are more easily conducted by their passions than
by reason, which never produces any great effect
in the mind of man; it is therefore easy for those
who govern to make them undertake enterprises
contrary to their true interest. N

This nation is vmloﬂllely fond of Jiberty, be-
cause this liberty is real; and it is for it, in
its defense, to sacrifice its wealth, its ease. its in-
terest, and to support the burden of the heaviest
taxes, even such as a despotic prince durst not lay
upon his subjects.

“But as the people have a certain knowledge
of the necessity of submitting to those taxes, they
pay them from the well founded hope of their dis-
continuance; the lens are heavy, but they do
not feel their weight; while in other states the

follow certain simple
the first alert is sounded—or if th
from the instant of the first blinding flash.
The real test will come after the blast, when
hundreds or the of small fires will lprlnl
up in the bombing area. If our citizens are
pared, they will be able to control most of lhcu
fires, The demands on municipal fire d znll
will, of course, be terrific. The a
woman will have to go into action himself or Ilﬂ'
self to safeguard property in the community.
Let's not get panicky about the possibility of
an enemy attack. But let's face up right now to
what may be involved. Let's check our fire ex-
tinguishers, our water supply and other gency
fire-fighting equipment. Let's keep our wits about
us and we will be able to take any punch an enemy
may toss our way.
—DONALD S. CHARLES,
Chief, Charlotte Fire Dept.

Cabinet Meetings Dominated By Wilson

HE man who really dominates (abinet meetings these
dny- is not the President but Defense Mobilizer Charles
Wilson. Truman is so fond of Wilson personally, so de-
termined to give him complete power, that tire big square-
fawed ex-head of General Electric carries far more weight
than any member of the Cabinet.

In fact, some Cabinet meetings have featured none-
toofriendly arguments in which Wilson always gets what
he wants.

For example, Wilson will announce to the Cabinet:

‘e need more timber for defense construction. The
lumber people tell me we can get it from the national
forests.” —

The national forests are under Secretary of the In-
terior Chapman, while the timber in them is under the
Forest Scrvice and Secretary of Agriculture Brannan. And
if the latter argue about the need of saving timber for
future generations and suggest using only half the pro-

amount, Wilson's brusque reply is: “We need all of
i

Usually the Prﬂidcnl ulLt in the opposing Cabinet
member and say: ink you'd better go along with
Charlie.” 1 had an lwlull) )urd time getting him to take
the job, and I don't want him to leave because he doesn’t
get couperation.”

Chief inner-cabinet gripe against Wilson is that he
listens whiefly to his advisers from industry and not to his
colleagues in Government. Generally speaking, Wilson is
doing a good job, is especially trying to help place orders
'llh nme business—despite the fact llul he comes from
one of the biggest companies in the worl

NOTE—Wilson's chief need is a le' men around him
who can do more long-range planning.

People-To-People Friendship
N THE Summer of 1947, this writer had an interesting
talk with Gen. George Marshall, then Secretary of State,
about the importance of penetrating the Iron Curtain in
order to refute the Moscow radio and convince the Rus-
sian people of the basic {riendliness of the American peo-
ple.

Secretary Marshall seemed convinced at that time
that much was to be gained from drawing a distinction
between the Russian people and their Government, and
making it clear that the American people had no quarrel
with the Russian people.

In a nation which has no free press, no churches, no
Parliament to exercise a check rein on the Kremlin, the
only way to prevent a nmlpllnuo declaration of war s
contaet with the people of Ri

This fact is, of course, the :hle[ reason for the Iron
Curtain. The Kremlin's jreatest fear is that the Russian
people will get too friendly with the outside world. -

Secretary Marshall, at that time, favored making a
speech in the assembly of the United Nations urging Mos-
cow to remove the lmn Curtain and venm( {ree intercourse
between the people of Russia and e world. It was
suggested that after such a speech wn made, translations
in the Russian language could be dropped behind the Iron
Curtain—by weather b-lloom if necessary.

For some reason this speech was never made.

But now, four years later, 21 Senators have signed a
resolution ‘urging friendship between the Russian people
and the American people. This is the kind of resolution
that ought to be smuggled, dropped or somehow or other
got behind the Iron Curtain.

’
Senator Wherry’s Toast
EFORE French Premier Rene Pleven returned to Paris,
he attended a stag dinner at the French embassy where
he sat directly across the table from Sen. Ken Wherry of
Nebraska, the arch foe of European aid.

Throughout the mell Uln French premier and the
about past ex-
periences. Pleven told nboul visiting Nebraska as a youth,
and spoke glowingly of Nebraskas beef cattle.

Wherry responded &ith a story on himself. He re-
called that, as state GOP chairman, he had made a po-
litical barnstorming trip across the state, As he moved
from town to town in southwest Nebraska, he came upon
a small community that had received no advance word and
wasn't_expecting him. Nevertheless, he rounded up the
local Republican leaders and arranged a pep rally that
night. As he went into his spiel about the Nebraska GOP
ticket, however, he got a cold reception. There was an
exchange of -hhpen with the local leader, and the red-
faced Wherry he had wandered across the
border and mbllltnly afranged a rally in Colorador

The.French premier laughed heartily, and soon the
two were talking back and forth as if Wherry were an
ardent supporter of aid to Europe. When it came time lnr
the tradif toasts, Senators Wiley of
Mahon of Connecticut, Sparkman of Ah Lehman ol
New York and Lodge of Massachusetts all drlnk to the
uu:c& of Franco-American relations and the French aid’

Fuully I( came \\herrys turn to lift his glass and

turning to P]
“Mr. Prtmler. l mly nk a lot of questions. it 1
want you to understan 1 am in favor of helplng uu

g whether whmwlllw'
nhmmplednhamndcnnpnnhdhm



