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IT TOLLS FOR THEE

JT 4 A. M. today the nation's traffic death

A toll stood at 999,523
It hod leaped to that figure from the

999,750 reported at midnight Wednesday.

Sometime tomorrow, perhaps about noon,
the toll will hit one million, the National
Safety Council predicted.

The millionth American to die in a troffic
accident may never be identified. With. cars
banging together all over the wation, it may
be impossible to single out that lionth
American end point to him or her as a grim
reminder of our carelessness and our callous.
ness.

But somewhere along the nation’s high

ws, a crushed body, hroken and bleeding,
will be mute testimony to the killing power
of the motor vehicle, to the recklessness of
human drivers.

Broken and hleeding . . . it may be a child
or a feeble oldster . . . it may be a young
boy or girl just beginning to taste of the
pleasure of life . . . it may be a fine husband
or a lovely wife in the prime of life . . .

And it may be you . . .

Whoever it is, mankind will be the lorer,
just os it has been the loser in every other
traffic death. As Jokn Domne wrote many
years ago in his “Devotions”;

“No man is an lland, intire of itselfe:
every man is a peece of the Continent, a part
of the maine; tf a Clod bee washed away by
the Sea, Europe is the lesse, as well as if a
Promontorie were, as well as if a Mannor of
thyMriends or of thine owne were; any man's
death diminishes me, because I am involved
in Mankinde: And therefore mever send to
know for whom the bell tolls; 1t tolls for
thee.

UNDEMOCRATIC? NOT BY A LONG SHOT

TODAY'S People's Platform appears a
letter from a spokesman for the Stecle
Creek-Berryhill residents taking exception
to a recent editorial in THE News. Despite its
length, the letter is published in full. We
have no desire to impinge on the writer's
privilege to rip into us. That is the purpose
of the People’s Platform.

One portion of the letter, however, calls
for comment. The suggestion in the editorial
that the people may find a remedy in the
election of new County Commissioners next
year Is not, by any means, a “viciously un-
democratic threat”. It is the very epitome of
democracy—the only remedy the people have
when their needs and their desires are ig-
ngred by their public officials.

What is at hand is infinitely more than
a 32 vote on extending a runway at the
Charlotte airpowt. It is the latest and most
vivid expression of an intolerable attitude
at'the County Courthouse—an attitude that
holds that Charlotte and its people are sep-
arate and apart from Mecklenburg County,
and that their wishes and their needs have
no place in she deliberations of our County
Cammissioners. *

For years the people who live inside the
City have silently borne theé double load of
taxation. They have demanded fittle or noth-
ing of the County Government, and they have
gotten precious little. They have cheerfully
paid in the larger portion of the County's
tax receipts, currently some 80 per cent. They
have not even complained when thousands of
parsons fled the city to the fringe area, per-
sons who live and work in the city, who put
a demand on all the city's services, but yet

who successfully dodge the extra and heav.
ier burden of city taxes while enjoying the
rarified atmosphere of the rural countryside.

The people of Charlotte have struggled
with streets, with traffic, with zoning, with
police and fire problems, with water and
sewer lines, with schools, with slums—with,
in brief, a host of problems that are part
and parcel of a growing and expanding com-
munity. And they have faced up to those
problems courageously, all the while carrying
without complaint the double burden imposed
on them by the County Government. And
now, when the City’s future in aviation is at
stake, they see these same Commissioners
place an unnecessary stumbling bloc, in the
way.

This is quite obviously an impossible state
of affairs, It cannot forever exist. It will not
exist much longer. if the County Commission
continues to express its lack of understand-
ing of Charlotte’s problems in so open and
disdainful a fashion as it did in the case of
the airport expansion’

We may have misjudged the temper of the
people in this case. Perhaps this unsupports
able act by a majority of the County Com-
mission is not yet enough to draw the lines
fast,

But the day will come when the neglected
majority in Mecklenburg Gounty will assert
itself and will demand of the County Com-
mission that it lend a hand in the develop-
ment of the metropolitan area instead of
trying to impede it. When that happens, it
will not be undemocratic; it will be the dem-
ocratic expression of the long-silent voice of
the peaple, the opinion of the letter writer
to the contrary notwithstanding.

ACCENTUATING THE NEGATIVE

T WEDNESDAY'S méeting, the Council
was. ssing a contract with Southern

Railway to, eliminate grade crossings. The
contract ded that the City would pay
25 per cent of the cost, the Southern Railway
25"per cent, with, the remaining 50 per cent
to come from Stite and Federal funds.

Councilman Basil Boyd insisted that a pro-
vision be included stipulating that at no time
during the project shauld the City's funds
exteed the amount agreed on in the contract.
In other words Mr. Boyd was insisting that
the Federal and State governments be made
to hand omt 50 per cent of the cost of ridding
Charlotte of its grade crossing bottlenecks

Yet a few minutes earlier, when a resolu-
tion approving the Redevelopment Commis-
sion’s initial study project was before the
Council, Mr. Boyd intoned:

“I want to go on record as opposing this.

1 think it is about time for the citizens 1o
quit accepting Federal handouts.”

Having noted that interesting little in-
consistency, we hasten to point out that Mr.
Boyd is completely consistent in another
respect. He consistently fights every effort
to solve the monumental problems of this
fast-growing community.

From The Baltimore Evenina Sun
—_— e e

AWAY WITH THE

MAKE the punishment fit the crime is
a fine sentiment, and it is proposed that
the Paris judges who pronounced the “Violet
Petal” cocktail the winner in the 1951 French
cocktail championships be forced to drink
the thinz, on any and every suitable occa-
sion. One thing is certain. They wouldn't be
around next year to make any decisions like
that, for what they would be drinking would
be equal amounts of gin and dry vermouth,
ereme de cacao, kirsch—and, of course, vio.
let petals.

The judges' decision only goes to bear out
the dire prediction made 22 years ago, by
Géarges Guillain before the French Academy
of Medicine. The cocktail, he charged, was
undermining France, and France would come
10 no good end. It looks as if he had been
right.

Patriotic Americans may be moved to say
France has undermined the cocktail. It
is.a comfortable sort of chauvinism, but like
most comfoglable chauvinism, it doesn't hap-
pen to be . for America has done her

of undermining. Just last week a

i

He is opposed to the smoke abatement
program. .

He is opposed to public housing for low-
income slum dwellers.

He is opposed to taxicab meters.

He is opposed to any expenditures on the
airport,

He fought the Latta Park community ree-
reation center.

He opposed the current City budget (after
he voted for big salary increases all around).

He is opposed to the effort to regulate
trucks.

He has opposed most, if not all, of Traffic
Engineer Hoose's efforts to improve traffic
conditions.

He is opposed to the study of offstreet
parking needs.

And now he is opposed to urban redevelop-
ment 3

In fact, Mr. Boyd's contribution toward
making a better city has been practically
nil. In the grammar made popular by
Frank (Double Negative) Nathan before the
King subcommittee, he's not in favor of noth-
ing at no time.

We often wonder how a city like Charlotte
would ‘solve its ever-increasing problems if
it had seven Basil Boyds on the City Council.

‘VIOLET PETAL’

started out by rinsing the glass with coin-
treau.

It would be nice to report that in the Free
State at least the virus has not spread. But
it has. Only a couple of years ago the all
Maryland cocktail-mixing contest was won
with a recipe that called for an ounce each
of lemon, lime and orange juice, 1'3 ounces
of whisky. '2 ounce of orange curacao, ia
ounce of heavy Jamaica rum and an ounce
of ¢laret floating on top of an ice-filled glass.

It would be uncharitable to remind Balti-
moreans of the Baltimore bartender's name,
for he is a fine upstanding man who spends
most of his time mixing sound martinis for
those in need. We like to think that he did
it just for the money, which is a good reason
for doing almost anything. Perhaps, after all,
that is why we hear of something called
the “Violet Petal” from France.

One of those lesser-known back roads bears
the sign: “Choose your rut carefully. You'll
be in it for 20 miles."—Calgary (Ont.)
Herald.

Sheriff H. Hugh Nance complains that
moonshiners are making it difficult for his
deputies to attend Church and Sunday School
by their insistence upon Sunday operations
in the whisky business.—Whiteville (N. C.)
NewsReporter,
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be withheld from publication in the

An ‘Undemocratic Threat
CHARLOTTE
Editors, T Nzws:

e
did, to say the least, display the poorest of sport

manship, particularly the final paragraph. Your jis own field.
suggestion that if other methods fail that “the Air Guard for the entire state, or is it just for
obvious and necessary answer is the election of  Charlotte? Are there not available abandoned World
three new and more enlightened County Commis-  War II airfields within the state and more conven-
sioners next year" is one of the most viciously un- jently and centrally located as would apply to the

People’s.Platfoi'm

Letters should be brief, written on one side of the paper. The writer's name must be signed, but may
discretion of the Editor. The News reserves thg right to condense.

tional Air Guard. Furthermore, may I refer you fo
the telegram from Congressman Riley of the Mili-
tary Appropriations Committee which was correctly
quoted in your paper in which it was. stated that
“Runway Must—And Can— this Committee does not look with favor on the use
," appearing in Tuesday's edition. of commercial airports for trai

g purposes and
that the South Carolina National Guard maintains
Is not the North Carolina National

© lké'anends Facing Rift
While Bob Taft Rolls Along

By MARQUIS CHILDS

close friends and *probably with
that of Tke himself on at least two
counts. First, the feeling is that be
should not return while there is
still such a long way to go in doing
the job of hammering together 3
Western European defense_force
Eisenhs is said to feel most

Henry Cabot Lodge Jr. of Massa-\
chusetts has just sent to Eisen-
hower at SHAPE headquarters out-
side Paris. -
FARLY RETURN ASKED

In that letter Lodge, leader of
the movement to get the Republi-
can nomi

Id return at the very ear-

e
liest moment erably by the
end of Ji Lodge has swung
ines to the view that a last-

e draft with Ike in Europe

until the eve of the GOP conven-
tion is a political improbability and
in all likelihood an impossibility.

Between the lines of the Lodge
Ietter,one may read the plain im-
rlication that if Eisenhower wants
1o be President, then he must re-
turn to his native land and per-
sonally direct a campaign for that
greatest of all political goals. Ei-
senhower scouts in the South and
Southwest have heard similar ex-
pressions of discontent with the re-
mbteness, both geographically and
politically, of their hero. Doesn't he
think this is important enough to
come back and work for, they de-
lml»d. Isn't he being pretty cava-
ier?

It happens that this viewpoint
conflicts with that of Eisenhowe:'s

strongly on this point, with little
or no likelihood that he can be
persuaded to change his mind.

On the second count, purely as
a matier of strategy, Ike's closest
friends are convinced that it would
be wrong for him to come home
early in the new year to become
an active candidate. This, they
feel, would dissipate much of the
“element of drama centering around
the Eisenhower name. He would
tend to become merely another po-
litical candidate, pressed on every
hand for his views on the Taft-Hart-
fey Act, FEPC, flood control and
other sundry and assorted issues.

As these friends see if, by de.
laying his return Eisenhower will
arrive at the climactic- moment. On
that climactic homecoming be
would come forth with some dra
matic concept such as Federation
not for Europe alone but for the
West, In this role he would have
an enormous appeal for Americans
who are fed un with politics as
usual in both of the major parties.

This discussion of ways and
means is taking place against a
background of formidable gains be.
ing made by Senator Robert A.
Taft and the effective "%‘G‘m‘
paigning in his behalf for the*GOF
nomination. Those gains are being
recorded in the South, the South
west and the North. And at the
same_time the weaknesses of
the Truman Administration are
more glaringly revealed, the
chances that the prize will go to,
Taft ‘almost without a challenge
are increased.

Where Do They Get the Right

By ROBERT

NI

CONSTITUTIONALITY of

taxes, as currently collected,
seems to have been placed in
something resembling jeopardy by
the recent shenanigans in scandal-
ridden iington. It occurs to the
outraged bystander who pays up
and owes, at interest, what he can.
not pinch out of the budget at_the
time, that maybe the whole system

democratic threats which could be niade and it whole state and could not the facililies of such air- of tariff-levy is away out of line

surprises me greatly that a person of your intellect  fields be made available at a much less” expendi-
and in your position would lower himself to such ‘ture of funds?

Now as to Government “handouts,” you have in

a thought overnight you would have drastically re-  {ho past written some wonderful editorials voicing

. your opposition to same, but the power of these

It ig the privilege and duty of one in your posi- editorials has been greatly diminished by your in-

tion to differ with and constructively criticize public  consistency in i

to

tactics. I feel certain that had you slept on such

vised it

officials if such Jjustifiable, but to threaten as

this particular instance. It is good

with justice.

It is basically unjust to withhold
eny portion of a man's earnings,
against his will, for instance. 1 do
pot think that a withholding tax
will stand up under strictest legal
scrutiny, even though it has been

you have done in this editorial certainly belittles the such economy does not affect us
dignity of your noble profession and tends to por- fo accomplish very much as long as we pursue such
tray a picture of a bully, who, as long as he carries a policy?

i The citizens of Steele Creek-Berryhill have
that weapon and his courage very ‘quickly vanishes. whole never suggested the removal of the ai

a weapon at his side is brave, but deorive him of

A newspaper editor has a very powerful weanon

as long as
Can we expect

to another location. They are fully cognizant of the
at his command but he should employ the wisdom ~ jnyestment the City has there, as well as the' cost
of Solomon in its use. To the writer's knowledge ¥ou  of gych a removal, but at the same time the City
have attended nong af the several hearings on this  mygt realize it has no right to arbitrarily assume it
matter and he is inclined toward the opinion that ean possess the property of these citizens at will
all five of the County Commissioners are quif® & jn order to expand the airport facilities. May I call
bit more enlightened than are you regarding this 15 your attention that representatives of the City
matter. Engineering Department were sent on the property

a blessing to most
of us in these tithe-bitten times:
Certainly, there has been a point
to the outraged beefs of those who
a scream that they do not wish to
rt perform as unpaid tax collectors
for the government, using valuable
time as well as lumps of capital to
fulfill somebody else's obligation
to get the dough up on T-Day. I
do not “feel personally that I am
responsible for the tax obligations
of a secretary or a servant, but |
am, or at least the government

T would like to add that the citizens of the Steele of certain of these citizens for the purpose of a  8¥s I am.

Creek-Berryhill Community hold no similar attitude survey and without the permission of the- owners.
1o yours towards the two Commissioners who voted  Furthermore, may I call fo your attention that a
to close the Dixie Road. We would be grateful if resolution was passed by Ahe City Council and
transmitted to the County Commissioners request-
I hope you will grant me space to reply to the ing closure of the Dixie Road, all this being done
“Several major points” which you stated emerged  Vithout due notice to the citizens using the road.
from ihe discussion prior to the Commissioners' The first knowledge of this action was due to ef-
forts of a real estate dealer to obtain options on
s aoved the property necessary for this proposed extension.
1. The fact that “no houses will have to be moved (b BIOPCEY e Pl el s
Until the City can offer more substantial evidence
day's meeting. This fact was mentioned in the very ~than it has to this point that it is necessary to ex-
first hearing several weeks ago and no attempt has tend this runway. then we intend to stick to our
ever been made by the opposition to conceal that Runs and contend that r 5
fact. Also, such was incorporated in the original communities as this is far more important to fhe
natiopal and community welfare than the expansion
2. No amurance has ever been offered by the of Douglas Municipal Airport.
Incidentally, you even seem fo be uninformed as
runway. It would be foolish for present officials 10 to the proper name of the airport. If is not “Mor-
rison Field," or even Morris Field, but Douglas
3. We contend there is no shortage of airfields Municipal Airport

you would confirm this with these men

vote-at the Monday meeting —

in order to extend the runway" was not something
new which was not hrought out until the past Mon-

resolution passed by the City Council
City that there would not be further extension of this
make any such commitment,

#s you state, and I do not recall that such a _
statement was made by representatives of the Na-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

lT is either a political miracle or a tribute to his mousy

personality that the man in charge of the bureau where
most of the tax scandals have occurred, Secretary of the
Treasury John Snyder, so far has managed to duck any
large volume of criticism. i

His Cabinet colleague, Attorney General McGrath, has
been the target for far more criticism—though less tax
finagling has occurred in his Justice Department.

In contrast, John Snyder is much closer to the tax pic-
ture, much closer to President Truman, and has held office
much longer. Howevef, he has traveled on his official rou-
tine blissfully ignorant—or else indifferent — to the fact
that more crookedness was occurring in his department
than at any time since the days of President U. S. Grant
—perhaps more than at any time in history.

Personally Mr. Snyder is an entirely honest man. The
idea that dishonesty would occur near him has and does
shock him. Yet he does not seem to realize that part of
honesty is not complacence but: vigilance.

Secretary Snyder has been tenacious about the neces-
sity of paying higher taxes in order to pay for our huge
arms program. t he has not realized how he has
knocked the slats out of his own tax program by failing
to collect taxes on an honest basis. For, when people
see taxfinagling at the top, tax-finagling is certain to
spread at the bottom.

Grave Embarrassment
MR_ SNYDER'S failure may be due in part to a personal
which according to some people, it isn't
kosher to mention. However, when a railroad engineer
drinks on the job he is fired, when a motorist drinks
while driving he is jailed—especially .if there has been a
smash-up. ore, when one of the ten top members
of Government, charged with collecting the Nation's
taxes with honesty and equality, drinks on the job, the
public is entitled to know it.
For with Snyder 4t the wheel there has been'a dis*
i

the preservation of such

TT
Citizens? Committee

1 have no say - so in the ex-
penditure of tax moneys. They rear
back and lend a chunk of your
dough to some bankrupt foreign
power without's6 much as the well-
known by-your-leave. They give it
away, but you pay the freight
They will run an outfit like the
RFC on your tax money ladling
out huge gobs of money for private
operations to gamble with — and
cancel out the loan if the private
operators take a spill. I do not
think this is any more legal than

. spending withheld money instead
of paying it into the Federal til.

The con of ccpital gains and
of depletion, as in oil well opera-
tion, is as un| anything ever
devised by man to mulct the mob.

Do not tell me that an
1 am not as good an oil well
which gets a tax write-off of 27%3
Pér.cent, or a piece of real estate,

To Collect Taxes, Anyhow?

C. RUARK

which can be sold after six monthy,
for a capital-gains tax of only 26
per cent. They give the oil well ar
free ride because oil is supposed
to depléte itself, and once upon a}
time the government wished to en.
courage wildcat drilling. As a hus
man created in God's image, do,
you not deplete yourself, too, with

daily toil, until one day you are

worn out and unfit for labor? Is a

house that can be sold at a 74 per

cent keepable profit more full of

dignity than a man?

In light of the corruption anc
forced resignation of so many tax
people, 1 am beginning to wonds"
about the legal right of a tax col-

feel rep-
resent legal deductions. Who is this
bum that comes in and throws his
weight? For all we know, he may
just be jockeying for a shakedown
What makes him wield the big clut
of authority in your obligation tc.
the government? He is just a man
on asmall salary trying to make a,
showing for the bigger boys up top.
And the bigger boys, goodness
knows, have certainly proved up
2 fine bunch of thieves and knaves !

We might inquire testily as to,
what right a deal may be made,
with the Secretary of the Treasury
that will allow a general to take
a capital-gains profit on his mem-
oirs, while hundreds of thousands
<f other writers pay a straight in.
come tax. This deal was made for
Gen. Eisenhower, who
with better than a clear
lion for his priceless remem.
brances. By whose authority was
this deal made? Why does not
Perry Burgess have the same right
to show a capital gains on his new
hook, “Born of Those Years?" The
alleviation of the plight of suffer.
ers “from leprosy has been his
life's work, too.

In my book these guys aren't
good enough to mold our® lives,
Maybe all taxes are illegal; but,
illegal or. not, I want more quality
and consistency in their collection:
and enforcement. *

astrous smash-up in our tax-collecting system.

Unfortunately, Secretary Snyder's periodic drinking
not only has caused moments of embarrassment before the
governors of the World Bank and at the French Embassy,
but sometimes has caOsed him to remain in bed away from
his work for periods of time.

Encouraging Communism

BOTH in St. Louis where he was a bank cashier, and in

Washington, Secretary Snyder has been a political con-
servative. He would be horrified at the idea that he had
done anything to encotrage Communj Yet history will
probably show that, more than any other Cabinet officer,
he has helped plant what could become a basic cause for
Communism. For Snyder's unfeir, unequal tax-collecting
system is wiping out the middleclass of i the
normal bulwark against Communism.

‘What Secretary Snyder may not realize is that, in
Europe, the countries with the unequal tax systems are
those showing the greatest leaning toward Communism.
Outside of Russia, the two countries with the greatest

i bout one-third each.
and Italy. And in both countries the tax systems are
notoriously unfair, unequal and dishonest. In both coun-
tries, the wealthy pay few taxes, the working class bear
the chief burden.

What Secretary Snyder also may not realize is the
effect on the American workingman and the white-collar
worker who read about graft in our tax-ollecting sys-
tem today.

He sees his own income taxes taken out in withhold-
ing taxes, giving him no opportunity to cheat Gov-
ernment even if he wanted to. In
newspapers that millions of dollars in tax money are mot
hh.pmhymuvhunlﬂwdluhhew.w
yers and take key officials on junkets in private airplanes.
This is what has encouraged Communism in Europe,
come a it will bere.

£

Snyder Merits, But Evades, Criticism

Serene Mr. Snyder

Tn:: tragedy is that Secretary Snyder, complacent as hg .
sometimes is, could have awakened to what was going |

on in his own department two years ago. All he had te !

do was read the newspapers. .

n column after colump, beginning exactly two years !
ago this month, I listed the amazing tax-fixes that were
going on right under Snyder's nose—the big Guaranty
Finance gambling case in Los Angeles (Dec. 17, '49): the
Gionotti and Geotgetti cases at San Francisco (Jan. 18, 50);
the bribing of five revenue agents in New York (Jan. 30,
'50); the fixing of the Ripps-Mitchell case in Mobile (Des,
6, '49). I even named some of the revenue agents and
told in detail how they appeared to be fixing the cases,
Yet Secretary Snyder sat serene.

He could not have helped knowing that a racket waj
developing right under his nose and that a new class of
black-market millionaires was growing up—al] through
tax evasion. He must have known, if he read the papers,
that around 1400 tax cases at one time were stalled in
the Justice Department and 1200 in the Treasury; that
his Internal Revenulj Bureau was going after the little tax.
payers and the big taxpayers were getting off almost free,

cases' have been settled that way,
whie, the boy wha swipes a second.and Jalopy. sad em
It across a state line gets slapped into Pprison. His crime
was only a spur-of-the-moment prank, not a deliberate,
carefully planned steal. But he doesn't know how to pu
wires and influence officials.




