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STATE MERIT SYSTEM
American people have learned tomorrow at the, order of the Gov-
through Jong and often painful experi- }u 80 wished.
ence that the best way to guarantee rea- !n e past our Governors have studious-
sonably efficlent government is to remove ly lvotmd uu wholesale shuffling of State
uw]mnmbl-tmm-mma )b- off political debts or punish po-

of party
nuummsﬂmuumtnumm

.xm at y\ckln‘ the winner in the next elec-
n is not necessary to surround govern-

aumua. A few top jobs change
lundl with every Administration, but the
people down in the lower echelons ha
been reasonably safe:

But we have a new philosophy in Raleigh
today. Mr. Bcott expects and demands the
subservience of all who serve under hifi—
not-only must they carry out their dutles
in the manner he prescribes; they must
also support him politically, and do so ac-
tively,

Thus far Mr. Bcott's hiring and firing
has not affected as many people as news
storles_would indicate (less than one per
cent of the total pay roll, according to Mr.
Young). But the acerbity of his tongue and

the ‘of his heart have put

ployee than it 1s to discharge an ineffi-
clent one. But it is important to prytect
them against the
of the political axe.

system,
te ‘B\lﬁlllhl!eotl

the rest of the Btate workers on notice.
It would be an exaggeration to say that
there is an “urgent” need for a State merit
,nldtuunnunotnnhnhnd
maln
desirable to have nuch

teachers
-un-mem “!lﬂhﬁﬂeumnﬂhdm

' A TREMENDOUS GAMBLE

s one of the paradoxes of these
Unit-

, of our objec-

differences in philos-
and method, Yugosiavis is & scale
Soviet Russia, and Tito's power

is as absolute as Marshal

ask, should this nation
million steel factory and
nlu.hn

mun.
Our State Government must not be
turned Into & political grab bag.

nations within the Boviet orbit have
slapped an economic blockade on Yugo-
alavia, and Moscow has been homblrﬂlnl
Tito with bitter diplomatic notes.

The.U. 8,, liking neither of the two Com-
munist nations, ‘might leave them alone
and let them fight it out. If only Yugo-
slavia and Russia were involved, that would
sult everyone on this side of the Atlantic,
But Russia’s hold on the satellite nations
and her Influence throughout the world
are involved in this struggle, and it s cer-

+ talnly to the interest of the Western de-

mocracles that Tito be given such assist-
ance as would ensble him to withstand
the economlc boycott.

The Btate Department has called assist-
ance to Tito a “calculated risk". It is more
than that—it is & tremendous gamble with
terribly high stakes. It may not pay off; but
if it -does, the $20 million credit will be
amply repald.

CONGRESS AND ECONOMY

mmmmuu-]amcwmu-p-
pnnnt reduction:
1. The House cut spending for veterans'
p'nllonl and rlld]llll-mlnt h;ltllu below
requests by $222

cent trends indicate the accuracyof: the
VA estimates.

2. In several instances, cash app
tions were reduced below requests, buﬁeonI
tract authorizations were increased. These

THE FIRST AUTUMN

glives us pleuun. . Al\lumn ap-

wouhu. hat effect the

erisp, brilliant season vnulﬂ have on, say,
& vistor from Puntarenas, Costa Rico.

To be truthful, we would not mind at all
being that Puntarenasano for a season, to
taste for the first time with tropical senses
the winey air on the first chill morning of
the year. .

And how could the newcomer assimilate
that nostalgic langour mixed with intoxi-
cated vigor which Autumn seems magically
to produce? .

What would he say -of the chameleon

* woodlands, green and cool one day and to-
morrow red as if afire? His feet on fallen
leaves; golden, crackling leaves. .

Would he savor the musky smoke that

From The Atl al

pamnmmu.uouo(wu mjecuon
& deferred payment basis, and the appar-
ent saving is deceptive,

3. The figures often hide sppropriations
not requested by the President which wilk
require increasing outlays in subsequent
years. (One example: grants for VA hos-
pitals which the President had declared
unnecessary.)

Actually, when Congress finally énds this
torturous session, we may find that the re-
ductions in the President's budget are so
small as to be. insignificant, and that the
deferred payment authorizations may
mean greater financlal difficulties in fu-
ture years.

It has not been an impressive economy
record so far by a Congress which has giv-
en lp service to economy while- voting
more money right and left, 4

curls from plles of leaves in yards and

twists unseen through surrounding streets?

To be the Puniarenasano and ‘stand In
October below a cold blue sky, beside =
rushing trout stream where-pebbles glitter
like pearls n the depths of the icy water.

Or, in the city, to see the brisker strollers,
hear their more animated conversation, see
the city revive from its SBummer stupor,
come alive under the influence of ool
er season; see the slanting, new gold Au-.
tumn sun sink at the end of the street and

anticipate the chill to watch
flocks of wheeling birds bl n the sky
above the city's white towers.

It would, indeed, be pleasant to see Au-
tumn for the first time,

WE'RE JUST AN EIGHTBALL

should drop dead. We've had it.
i And we confess frankly we're an
aight-ball. We have neither the purple hots
nor the warms. We don't even have the
semi-sweeta.
“ In short, to.use the language of an earli-
er era, we're simply not in the groove.

dents today have given our jargon & re-

tread job.
ouhnomnnmmmtllv.lk.
The latest injglligence is

they are referred to as having the hots.
There are even degrees of jove—pardon,
the hots. There are uu purpll hots, the
warms and the semi-swi

Coffee 1s no longer Arbuckul or jnn. lt

And, when you join friends for & gab-set
plus & sandwich and sods, you go out to
Jelly.

The veterans who have returned to the
v.college campuses ‘are largely responsible
for this assault with intent to murder upon

e, Mr. Grimes gives out. We
should grateful to him for the Intelll-
gence, and would be were we not quite s0
shaken by it.

We thiuk we'd hetter get on the tube and
esll for the unit. We need a breath of

alr,

S o% happy dawn, : ’
Vaughan 3
1s gonel—Kingsport (Tenn.) Times.

\
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2 " Heavens, We HopeSo - ‘G

-
State Issue

‘Merit System Argued

Iy DICK YOUNG JR.

Many of its functions are akin to
Chnle of the State P!rmn!l Dept.
. It holds periodic ex-
lml.luum. that -seekers mdy.
Qulllfy for Inrl in agencles under

n keeps a nﬂllcr of names of
lppllclnl-l. When a risor
hire a new worker he

ed thé names of three

available for Job.

these he makes

It keeps &

ing In one of th
him, he

Bystem office. He is sent the names
persons in

who have passed examinations

Disturbing Events

Open Letter To Governor Scott

(Editorial in 'l’ll FRANKLIN PRESS)
Dear Governor Scol
lnd then

nvr

app) your -determination to bring the
services of the public utilities lllhln reach of more
rural people. I believe your fight u-nu pﬁ
(though, I sure, often unconscious)
;-dly M.dx' I l‘l'nl:::vtnmm that your um
or prison overdue.
1 adm! imagination

.00, r personal blunt-
ness, which suggests bomlty n(nzr than political
smartness.

I have sald repeatedly that you have an oppor-

tunity to become & great governor, I atil iy .
I mention these things solely because

evidence That. this et e weltein i e dienatiens

Tam one of & mlnurlly in the Democratic Party in

North Carolina that dissatisfied with
the old ordlr. that hu Illcnud having the de-
clsions made and handed down from above, I(ul
of us are nllll'(ly obscure citizens who want
expect n for oursefves; whose only Interest 18
in btucr tmmmt, uﬂ u hlly in & more demo-
eratic lpmuch

decades we hlvl hlkad lnd ‘worked—but we

'mbulﬂnlmhﬂdllﬂhu llwu'l.l.l.ml-

feally, '3“ had nowhere
..muco(mthouhc.memm

the Ilnu W. Kerr Scott emerged. We nmmd

you and your Dfo'rlm with " enthusiasm,

halled your victory, not just as & personal one mr

m, hnt 25 & triumph of the democratic forces within

& technical job, merit, not politics, should be the
lul.lnduuml test.

tmlﬂwruntlull‘l it is many times

ml.nmn

the ‘somennat ditterent Fase ot

troversy ation and De-
velopment, doss suggest 2 type of executive high-
is hardly consonant,

handedness, Govemnor, wi
taith in cecdocestis

against summary dis

missals of employees. To fire &
worker, a supervisor must give cause
for the firing in writing, and the
gmployee may appeal to the Merit
Bystem Council which hears both
Sides of the case before making ‘s

(T Merit  keeps constant

and close on all agencies un.
dl‘rlthmmtuuyllnunh
the merit

over
yoars agree that tis advantages
oumuh its disadvantages.

Robert C. Ruark

nnel
“Its helped to raise salasies.
“Tt nnledtomuunnludpm
sonnel nncua-
“It has been

Rank Heresy

NEW YORK

DIR Auove'rus ocm /and
wife, singing
vack i the e i shortry, have
ing heresy in.the au-
thorinip guild: s And Ruth. play-
H llygood a1 onio nj
o a enjoy. wo

.-u‘

ldmhdmo{lhl‘lorll!lul‘
them stoned by all lhcx:rl

pun
decision by executive whim are not
good

‘rhm YOu can see why we wan!
see your ‘program and your mmmmuuon to b
successful, 3
BUT, many of s are disturbed by recent events.
Permit me to cite just two: two that have taken
in

place not in Raleigh, or on, or
earby Ahevile, but here In ‘Mea
Joe_Setser ‘has been an employee of the Btate

Highway Cominission for some. 25
ol.hlrdly Joe ‘Setser was demoted, In responsi!

Whauvqnh.h l:rluu may say about him, few
q\unlm oe Setser has worked . hard,

‘would
and that_he- nlcu ol . taken into
account mmur hours nor weather when he had a job
to do. dmllnll. therefore, could have been for
only o WD reasons:

: either because he was ine

oﬂlclenl. Ur for political reasans,
after 25 years' experience, was I
tml:unl lhcn hl will Alnyl be inefficient, and he
-mu!d itright. Since he was
that he
It luen like Joo

n' i
was”demoted for pnnu:-l reasons.
Setser is bexn( nunllhld for voting wroi
Now I realize had Joe Setser voted for you,
and had the other muon of the Democratic P-ny
o cobe Setser probably would have been fired evi

before.this,
But that, Governor, is exactly whit we were trying
o get away from. Many of us were tired—very
tired—of a State Highway Commission that buiit
highways only when it could take time out from
feal fences. We voted for you in the
belief that you would transform the highw, * com-
mistion, Trom a Boltical” machine into an 1 cclent
roadbuilding organzation; and since road b T

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

e
- VIANY of us have ‘watched with amazement the

lengths to. whel Jome of your politcal enemies
have gone. They hav grossly uniair, relent- *
lezs, nagg: ‘luulhoulh hey had been colly
calculating 1 an stfort to #0ad you into unreason-

tury.
It wuld be onky lllun'll lhmlld you react 'llh

I l'nlrll of ~ru

tical reprisal, wn m the hottom of the
llﬂd.!. Nlllu’ll yu, but that, Governor, is not the
spirit of greatness.

It woul Ia be natural should you set out to
bulld ye political machine. 'But a lot of
plain cluunl in Nonh Carolina refuse to believe
that all they lished In last years political
revoluf Was to exchange one political machine
for another,

And they are naive enough to belleve uul your
program is to spléndid that, if It succeeds, you will
Rot need & polltical machine; and if 1 fails, no ma-
chine in the world can save you from the disap-
pointment and anger of the Average North Carolina
cltizen.

. e

A VOT of us are still betting on you, Governor. But

‘we are disturbed.
In all humility, for, we are only lnymn. Iﬂll n
earnestness, for we are citizens, we sug-

lu‘mlyo\lrpmnmhllrloobl(mhwlwlr
it you must work with olhlrl.
lnd lhlt this

of yours—and ours—is f
important for you to have time for politics.
Sincerely,

—WEIMAR JONES,
(Editor, The Franklin Press.)

cinems
capital as vmm« of ulmt. the
final refuge of are
in writing, and tm de-
stroyer of all that is clean, and
fine in some ink-grimed fugitive
from a police court run,
It has even been the vogue to
look down the nose at the
paid to these suffering pmllmul
M art, as if ﬂl' mon 'm h
scratc]

of shoddier r than the
o be found” i the vlycheck of &

er in Seran They
curl & lip at the two O'I lhll Stu-
Films pa:

y them each ane
every week, but PY nave ‘moticed in
Hallyvnod that there is §vzr any

ticence about ha: n“ln the

Caxblers cage on payd:

‘commonest phl.nl of . the
« poor Hollywood writer,
lm troubles, Il ﬁhl! Ihl Jewels
he scatters s gold-mounted
yp"ﬂllr fall  befor

-huyl
hat

al ucers h
tvo aadar tnat of directors
mental Incompelenu who ~should
be shut away for the good of so-
clety. and that all -clorI are wood-

w ould be wielding
pu-k- Instead of mouthful dialog.

ralon hit play,
Helress. no one generally
is 50 pinch-faced as a Broadway
playwrig! resh come  to

directar, ler, even
the actors, Otivla DeHayiliand and
Montgomery

:
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e
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met no one with & pool on
ond floor.

As & cllndur bo!h refuse
knock  the people
dtmlnﬂnl Ilnlnvmcd

movie entertainment, but believe
lhn the mom dxnn h.mhu-

hnnhahr o de-
cently adult murt-lnm nﬁotb-

un .uo-m ml-m:-
Broadway suthor ever
lined

chi
Nilhion-Doliar Baby t High Neoa
in Macys Wintiow.”
ke to-hear nice kst
Hallywood, They. graw
mongy odt thers that ‘oas w 1
to lcythe some for myses,
ind 1 would ha dwell 1n
an arcit 1a Betle bets
ter uun . emu-lod pig.

Truman Coached Vaughan Before Hearing -

Ammlmhtﬂ&un!mﬂhnhhwmb
's got to bohl.nd

ties, they either get

subordinates nm-l
to huplhh or m blni.d. No commander can

WASHINGTON For instance, Col. William Lee, “who got into a scutfle
HOUSE intimates say President Truman is taking . with John Maragon in Rome and was subsequently repri- lne trenches. Hes
the battle over Maj. Gen 0 Harry Vaughaii more seriously ~ manded i demoted, at first o1 spen that the Army en his
than the fight over Government reorganization, arms for'the  crackdown came as § result of the Lee l.hlvped bac!
Norr.h tlantic Pact or any of the main planks on the Pair  even put this In writig, while uu eI ent of e eprie hola up & wir because
mand lmtﬂnlly cites the Maragon Incident. “In the battle over puu food
!elen Vaughan testified. Pres! perso written -uunum.s, however, Col. Lee tinued Tugw
him on svery possibie question the Senators nludrnly b-cnncha uld he didn't really think his de- .
k. V-unun atatement was rewritten three times and  motion resulted from the Maragon incident. The reversal the rap and let him my behl.nd m-
;':dum! from lmn;:dgh:l;: of nvllu’:jlml:"- Forry wl';l: ’v‘v‘d all the nmm of & quick and 1 from  the advertisers in the c.
ngth, ton tha
length, Al o e e o hing! would be up for promotion sore at me, ualumuneruucmr

Ireult
ral o the bench. At that time McG:
5 ranery
ittes thggr‘ulﬁu‘tmhw-’ vwriter, who was in his office when
be nhod‘m "wu".“ "wm :::ﬁgwlm‘hthhumhmw ‘T. Burton
from all of sources. bribing & jury.

‘Today, mrmal U, l !.I.lkfkl Judge and a Catholie,

He did,

cherishes. next vacancy on the

White House has really been using police-state methods Supreme m Catholic Justice Prank IN EXILE—Madame

ﬂmmﬁm‘hz;vnwh‘;uu! tioh, Not only Murphy died, McGranery- . trip to the Mlllm.lmﬂ&‘l:gunnmw
o ve 8 g00d ides. . And Justice Rutledge 111, American
being tapped, but certain witnesses and investigators have McGranery last week denled that Gen. Vaughan had ever  do, she believes, is turn on the charm.
m-ubncuaum intervy in the By Jury-bribing case in New Orleans. plans, with her,

s Flannigan, ace Investigator for the Senate com- Orlental at the home of he:

mllik.lotl\hmllmmmlmumxlﬂ Clark, formerly FDR oﬂ Loﬂ"y law, H, M. Kung. Bhe see

attached Committee. Clark now draws Y amoked as she talked. Almost
HMl“thulhbm&!ummmduuh- Pranklin 1t was President of the United o popped into the

terms with the White House. States, he s bum&uu-‘ﬁl1l right.

(Congressman Schafer of Micl Republican, slso says tary applies to his men in the field. & ° RUSSIAN “TOURISTS"—The Prench
he got & threatening phone from the White Houss member of his administration became s liability, ‘made too warned the BState Dept, thers
immediately after his public statement that Ggn. Vaughan many in Congress, Roosevelt eased him' out—even agents in Albanis disguised
should be court-martisled. Others who have tangled with though they were intimatp friends—just as & military com- these Aare getually
OmVlm;nhl.lm have strangely backtracked, with the o mmumm%t‘rhm.“ lﬂu;nﬁﬁ:ﬁlmlhullﬂ‘ﬂ;h
sppesrance ving been either threatened or politically Rexford Tugwell, once way to friends lomats incidentally are only

when he resigned as Undersecretary of Agriculture; today,

)




