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SCOTT AND THE UTILITIES )

newspaper does not share Governor
Bcott's anger at the utility companies
operating in the state, nor would Txz Nrws
£0 50 far as to advocate public ownership
and operation of all public utilities. Never-
theless, we find ourselves in general agree-
ment with the Governor in his latest Go
Forward campaign. s
In a radio broadcast Tuesday night, the
Governor set forth vividly the need for
greater expansion of electricity and tele-
phone services into the rural areas. He sald
there are 268,000 familles in the state who
need electricity but can't get it, and that
100000 families are waiting for telephone
service. N
,If these figures are accurate—and they
have not yet been challenged—there is cer-
tainly & great and pressing need for action
at the State level to improve the situation.

We are living th a modern age, and it s .

inconcelvable that so many of our people
are still without the facllities which were
once considered conveniences but now are
Decessities.

them, the government will have to,” the
Governor anapped, and then added:

“The utility companies have long tried %o
tmpede 1 sl that the
pecple in the utilities field had too long &

Here the Governor was shooting from the
hip. It simply does not make sense for a
utility eompany to “impede progress.” If
the Governor means they have been fight-
ing public power, perhaps they have been
*“impeding progress.” But if he means that

are fre merely

>

The Governor agpears to have offered a.
way around this impasse. Rural users
shouldn't haye to pay higher rates to get
utllitles, he The rates should be the
same, and should\be borne by the whole
system—a propositiyn that we are also in
agreement with, evén If it means some in-
creases in Industrial and residential power
rates in more thickly populated areas to
subsidize some of the rural lines.

But Tax News parts company with Gov=
ernor Scott when he threatens*to put the
Government into the utility business. Not
only does Tuz Nrws oppose the theory of
government operation of private enter-
prises; we do not think it necessary.

‘The answer to the rural problem and to
other utility questions such as the Duke
Power Co. request for higher bus fares in
N. C. clties; lies In.a stronger and more
dynamic State Utllities Commission; one
which will require adequate service a3 well
as approve or reject rate change requests.

North Carolina is not alone in suffering
from a weak and ineffectual Utilities Com-
mission. In altogether too many states,
commissions have neither the legal au-
thority nor the technical manpower to
keep utllity operations under close scru-
tiny and to require them to furnish the
proper type of service. It is the result of
this weakness at the State level that we
have seen the trend toward Federal inter~
vention In the past two decades.

As we have sald befors, the N. C. Utllities.

Commission must be a militant defender
of the people’s rights, not merely a passive
guardian. Anytime It grants a monopoly
in the utility fleld, it must (1) require ade-
quate service to the public as well as (2)
permit a-reasonable return on the utility

they om

to prevent progress, he is mistaken. We
have never kmown a utility company to
turn down' the opportunity to make an-
other dollar. And if they haven't ed
!heklmuwtlnmm.mmnﬁ::;‘tnu
‘because prevailing rates haven't tted
thmlcdanlndnﬂlm‘-{olmm.

Stated briefly, what we need In North
Carolina is more public regulation of utill-
tles; not public ownership. As long as Gov-
ernor Scott applles pressure in that direc~
tion, he will have the suppbrt of all the
people, not merely those who stand imme-
diately to gain.

.HAMSTRINGING THE MARSHALL PLAN

'CA Administrator Paul Noffman is
completely justified in objecting
“to the laf

-must take U. 8. agricultural products
whether they need them or not. Recently
there have been encouraging indications
that their need for agricultural products s
growing less as they become more self-suf-
ficlent.

Tecave:
Mr. Hoffman's latest arises
from three amendments to the ECA fund
bill by the Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee:

1. The earmarking of a billion and & half
dollars for the purchase of surplus agricul-
tural products in this nation;

2. The inclusion of $50 million in loans to

3. The cancelling of $74 million in funds

pri appropriated for the last quar-,

ter of 1949. .
If Europesh nations are reluctant to
bank too heavily on a steady, consistent
U. 8. policy in its world ald program, they.
bave every right to be, This latest example
of ‘abrupt change is. typleal of many such

Apparently Administrator Hoffman was
tsked some time ago to make broad esti-
mates of the amount of money to be spént
for U. 8, agricultural preducts. He did so,
little that the
Committee was going to take his estimates
and secretly write into the law a require-
ment that the money be spent accordingly
~—no matter-the condition of our surplus
crops, ho matter the type of assistance
Deeded in .

This means that the European nations

As Hoffman sald, Inclusion
of this restriction will certalnly ald and
abet Moscow's propaganda against the
Marshall Plan as & way to dump United
Btates surpluses in Western Europe.

The inclusion of $50 million in loans to
Bpain is preposterous. Even if Spain were
not & Fascist dictatorship, as evil in many
respects as Communistic Russia, the Con-
gress would be justified in refusing any
loans or other aid on the grounds that
Spain has not prepared any recovery pro-
gram. such as the other participating na-
tions have,

The of $74 million
authorized for fhis year will create many
-difficulties for Mr. Hoffman and his staff,
‘These funds have already been committed,
They amount to slightly less than 10 per
cent of the $1,074,000,000 authorized for the
three months ending December, 1949. If
Congress wanted to make that reduction, it
should have done so long ago.

Approval of these three committee

" amendments by the full Senate will seri-

ously impair the effectiveness of the whole
ECA program, and we share Mr. Hoffman's
hopes that they will be eliminated from the
measure before final passage.

THE ‘INFLUENCE’ RACKET P

NO one is surprised to learn that a couple
of high-ranking Army officers are sus-
pected of taking advantage of a favorable
business position to make things easier for
themselves. It is disheartening and trou-
bling and destructive of faith in “our na-
tion’s defenders”—but 1t s n6t surprising.

It-is not in the

resentative from Michigan, Paul W. Shafer.
Mr. Shafer is not working very hard to
cover up the fact that he is trying to make
political capital of the current contracts
squabble,

He quotes Vaughan as saying that he
(Vaughan) knows “at least 300" of the

cloak-and-daggerland of big busine
where a huge contract lurks just beyond
the next agency.

It happened during the war, and since,
that a number of Army officers and othér
influential <itizens could do tHemselves
‘good by dropping a few figures into the
waiting ear of a businessman or a little

to a contract

And it happened, doubtless, that more
than a few of these “influence brokers”
cleaned up on the business.

A couple of names that come up In this
connection are Maj. Gen. Alden H: Waltt,
chief of the Chemical Corps, and MaJ. Gen.
Herman Feldman, Quartermaster General.
These men are not clerks or flunkles; they

who have come to be called “five
per centers” In recent days. He does not
say Vaughan himself has been using his in-
fluence unwisely; only that Vaughan has
claimed to know “at least 300" persons who
do.
The case against Feldman and Waitt
consists of this: L4
« Feldman Is accused of supplying pro-
inf( to a ‘s

representative “under efrcumstances which
appear irregular.”

Waltt 1s accused of “Improperly” furnish-
ing personnel data to an unauthorized in-
dividual.

We cannot say, of course, what the Sen-
ate Inquiry group may or may not find to
Feldman or Waltt or even

are big shots: they
of responsibility. .

No one has proved yet that they have
taken graft or even that they have been
involved in “Influence” deals. They've just
been accused; they may be gullty and they
may not be gullty. It is up to thelr accusers
—Senator Hoey's subcommittee on execu-
tive expenditures—to prove them gullty or
clear them, v

‘The same thing applies to Maj. Gen.
Harry Vaughan, of Mr. Truman's White
House set. There is this difference, how-
ever; Vaughan has been accused of know-
ing something about the “Influence bro-

Vaughan—but if Benator Hoey's eyes are
open, he and his committee might find:
That any businessman will become en-
snarled {n Washington's red-tape and “go
through channels” atmosphere; that you
must “know someone" or “grease palms” to
discover what contracts af¢ available in
time to offer bids; that a clearing-house,
an information center, is sorely-needed at
which any businessman inquiring about
contracts could get a clean straightfor-
ward answer without indulging in extra-
legal and degrading influence buying.
Find the guilty men, Senator Hoey, but

kers” by an individusl—a Republican Rep- , find the cause, 100. And try to remove it.
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./ 'lItIsAFar, Far Better Thing That1 Do—' .
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T gics & e Times _
The Tribulations Of Obesity-

(From The New York Times) attitude, the first days after noting plumpness are
ERE comes & time in the life of almost every likely to be as trying as any days on earth. There is
.man when he suddenly realizes he {s growing, as’ a feeling that strangers are
they say, a trifle plump. The word fat must be dis- that chance
regarded at whatever the cost to truth, honesty or There is a welt where the
appearances around the middle. - The realization is
ot d never s self-inspired. Like marriage,
is the direct “yesult of the meddling of
A man looking into his shaving mirror never
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farther away from that mirr does not think
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But wimen! There inevitably comes the day 3
when, glancing sround critically and with a chip on  should be ashamed of themselves.
either shoulder, they make a dark s ATTEMPT AT DIET

bou
plumpness, They do more, they ute the word fat.
ey do even more, they laugh with & sound hollow Of course there is diet, and during the first, dis-
enough to chill the backbone. mal days considerable thought is expended upon
N sible diets. As is known, dieting consists in going
BACON'S FAT FALSTATY without the things which are most desirable, so the
The realization of plumpness is no laughing mat-  matter comes down, to the decision between pleasure
ter, even though vaudeville existed on it up until such  and possible plumpness. The one who has
Ume as vaudeVille died. The current revival of for a long, long time never need think-twice about
vaudeville no doubt means that there will be all those  this, has ; but

Jokes again, and also means that this is & sorry time s problem,
ump, a5 Bacon, writing under the, name There are diets going under many names, but
hakespeare, who made of plumpness a sorfy one meeting with the sgreement of all

i l::uﬂ:e ln -; lB::aﬂ w!lw invented  schools is stmple—don't est so much, The newly

o rature’s best-known plump. lump, in 3 3

Lest the thin scholars who go on believing thers  has oty theos toires by Juncheon the first day.

only crackers the second and s,

was a Shakespeare get into this, be it noted that g , bet back to eating sl
Bacon all but signed his name to Falstaff. Somewhere e s Serors b ote . -2

“King Henry IV* there is & note that “Palstafl “fat 3 time” Being
sweats to death, and lards the lean earth as he walks m . :e’r{:alhmtr‘mc on the stomach, and that
along” Lards? Lards? Has not lard a clear con-  reflects on the nervous system, and is clearly s bad
hectlon with Bacon? But no matier. The setting  thing all around. Par better, being plump, to accept
of that peculiarly minor scholastic dispute is of little. the sdvantages and to
consequence as opposed to the feelinfs of & man the products of shal
who has been told he is growing plump. Even fat. ‘What was it the poet called them? Rags, bones,

ha

A GOOD, MANY ADVANTAGES
Everyone loves & fat man, they say, but this
amiable thought is nullified -by the fact that always

they laugh as they say it. In the opinion of that
1t of the world which s thin from worry and Qmﬂe’ Unquote

pa .

hidden neuroses, the plump man always is the come- UNIQUE FISH.STORY

dian, the butt of-jokes. Before starting to reduce In Italy s young man to be operated on to

the man who has just been told he is fat should stop ~Temove & fish that had jumped into his mouth. This

to consider. is probably the first time in history that  fisher-
Take a cold day. The man whose bones are not MADS , falled 19 protect him in s eritical

)
sticking right out in the path of a blizard is com- Moment—8t Louls Star-Times.
fortably warm. Take vast quantities of water, such -
as the Atlantic Ocean is buoyant 15 NO HY
the man who can float on his back. all afternoon, With all the talk about hysterla
while the thin ones must struggle like dogs in ordes Of the country are going about thelr business withe
€0 keep on the surface, Take an easy chair, The OUt {ear or anxiety 0 far as foreilgn affairs are con
man who just {ills Jt is not expected to rise to his feet ~c¢Tned. We in the sticks are concerned mainly
every time a woman comes into the room, bly  the effect Of the weather on crops and the effect
only to say that certain friends now seem plumper he slowdown of business on prices—The Moors
than they did before. Let tho thin man bob up ana  County News.
down like a cork If he thinks polite soclal usage re- 2
quires it. Being plump, the other 15 an automatic and N, C, H|?||way Toll
accepted exception. Killed July 18 through July 18..

FIRST DAYS ARE TRYING Injured July 16 through July 18.

13

\
N

Childs

Marg,
The Friction Grows
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hampered recovery. S
This 15 to suggest only & few scend

James Marlow

Never-Failin S| ring
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e? Q wmm‘: preme Court history,

ERE m
the stature of Justice PranK  yiguyle but thinks

i

pf
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Compared with some Supreme .y Falent -was ‘not that
Court cpinions that have “been "o $Pecial tlent s not that
handed down, his were clear and of ¢ Judee but that |~
aeasy to resd. & - have been notdble {88 hid

Court, to far away from -, 3
e o hink of Sheirect pelcl: ! A s o 4 e
ples. sensitive to the e lived fn

Killed to date

However, it is necessary to have been fat for &  Killed to date fn 1948,
long. long time before the advantages of being plump Injured to date.... . .
are fully realized. Due to the general unfortunate = Injured to date in 1948,

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Lewis Reverses Self On Contract

excel on the battiefleld or that
subscribe deol- ™en will grow in s
- 19 (e’ deoaratie. morths. Most of ixttain o
& couple of years probably forges
“They belong to every in the year in which he died. -
the world, “victor and And in & few years more his name
whatever may be his race, color or most - ltkely will slip of the
beliets. They rise above any status po° FECH, WO ot Hve
of belligerency or outlawry. ing Americans. And if you doubt
alon md.&,mLp:; kel . s
w8 Who are the other eight justices
o oty e it 0 P
ber the names of all
world, can ever destroy Court, justices of the past
“Buch 1 the umiversal and fo- ! ‘ :
destructibl Loy And yet this forgetfulness about
which the X Some 56 O comuryy. w o
by
Uberty ls threatened by virtue of gt igna ‘of the country’s aimost
the authority of the United Btates.” 0%, BEES OF 100 SO0 Y wllity:
He wrote that in a caustic dis- g ‘.
sent when a majority of the Su- Men of talent, of great earnest-
preme Court upheld & U. 8./Army  ness for public service, come out of
desth sentence for comparative oblivion, work faith. — -
the captured Japanese general, To- wmm—mmﬁvc
moyuki Yamashita, In 1946. there seems to be an
The Washington Post, which stream of sble men to take/ their
Murphy's place in Su~ place. -
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WASHINGTON  wanted no strike, that Phil Murray might have difficulty ob~ Mﬂuﬂ)l\wdﬂnlhﬂdmm ‘The British

OME people, including John L. Lewis, seem to have for- taining a favorable strike vote. considerable progress in making the

»J gotten his all-too-familiar refrain: “No contract, no But when U, 8. Steel sent its first abrupt telegram to A-bomb, though they still probably lack the secret trigger
work.” Truman turning down a fact-finding board and demanding

For today, John L. 'ﬁ the miners are doing what they action under the Act, It swung the President Truman, in outlining the British position st the

vowed could not be done in the past. They have no contract, in favor of & strike, Later, U. 8. Steel had ' secret Blalr House meeting last week, was sympathetic, He

yet they are working. to reverse its position. felt that pride was involved, that we must put our-

Thefe is a secret but excellent reason for this. selves in Britain's shoes, becsuse of England's

John L. 1s not above making  deal with the mine owners.  British And A-Bomb Juxtaj to Europe, -ndn:q )‘I‘Il:ﬂ range from

and he has made one now. It was no accident that he re-

cently declared that the coal industry needed a czar. In fact, EAL fact about the British atomic bomb negotiations 8  gectyreq .
such a czar has been agreed upon by Lewis and the North- Rmtmmmmmmhﬂnﬁm‘duw The solution may be more exchange of informstion, plus
ern operators. territory. ;Two years ago it was planned to send six bombs  oin production in .

He Is George Moses of the Prick Co. to Beotland without the mechanism—the most secret NOTE—Some critics inside the Truman Cabinet point

And after his appointment is formally announced, the Dart of the bomb and withdut which ¢ cannot explode. out that we armed Britain during the war, financed
mine workers will get either a raise or an incresse in the However, publication of the plans to ship the bombs ~ after the war, and now face Britain's desire to manufacture
welfare fund. This has been agreed upon in advance, and mz-muwmﬁwmma A-Bombs and st the same time conduect one-sided trade with
that isthe reason John L. is violating his old sdage; “No Meanwhile we have received the lion's share of uramium  Russis In brief, we finance an ally over whose
contract. no work.” Sy mm-ummﬂmmwmm-m Policles we have no influence.

NOTE—The Justice Dept. is investigating another angle  Naturally this has 3 3
of Lewls' co-operation with the mine owners—the three-day ;Furthermore, the British stopped working on the A-bomb  Capital News Capsules
week. For the mine owners to re a three-dsy week when we started joint development during the war, They a of
would be & vidlation of the anti-trust laws, but since labor gave all thelr know-how to us, and were working with 3 Oomplcs, chalrman of
unions are immune from the anti-trust laws, it is suspected  American sclentists when the first bomb was exploded. the Research & Development Board, gave & secret brief.
that Lewls has put the three-day week across for the oper- Bince January 1948, however, we have not been exchanging to brass hats recently at which bmth'mm..
ators. military atomic secrets with the British—only information s ml-li:-i uwmmh Atlantic,

about peacetime uses of stomic’ energy. The British now pleted yoars.
’ v .

Wall Street’s Boners realize—as do our sclentists—that peacetime uses of stomic Somalon Faried foah our woms Ut T) g ;

T was not Ben Pairless who Tially dictated U. 8. Steel oY importance 1s military, Consequently they wan

regarding the strike—but Wall Street.

The J. P. Morgan firm, which finances U..S, Steel,

dictated every move from backstage, with Enders Voothees, pires shortly.
o

name,
It was this remote Wall Street control that caused U. 8.
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Bteel to make one of the most stupid blunders in the entire The British, meanwhile, are with a virtual mo- mmmmm
t through Oanads, second through s

negotiation. The Wall Strecters did not realize that the union) nogoly of uranium, first
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