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DOING OUR OWN HOME WORK * <

HARLOTTE buudm aré currently dem.

onstrating, in' impregsive fashion, that
home- buildihg s mot dependent upon
handouts fram’ the Federal Treasury.
Construction permits; mostly for new
residential units, total around $4500,000 for
June, and ltkely-will-bounce over $5,000,000

* for the month.;

At the same time plans have been an-
nounced for vast new bullding enterprises
to provide over 1,100 dwelling places nn

come groups. There has been a substantial

pressing for a larger number of low cost
residences and moderate rental apart-
ments.

THE SOUTH ON TRIAL

Bﬂ‘ht start something like this:

Joe and BiJl, a couple of the town's
chronically unemployed, are sitting in
dive. They are two backs In a solld row of
backs you would see if you went into the
dive. It is getting late and congenial and
& convérsation started at one end of the
counter runs up and down the row of men
like a loop tn a snapped whip.

Joe is telling Bill about John, this man
from out of town who married a local girl
and settled down. Joe tells Bill that John
isn't treating the girl right, that he's “run-
ning around™ or that he's “drinking up his
money.”.Some of it may be true or it may
be that Joe just never has liked John any-
way.

But Blll is interested. The row of men
get interested. Bomebody else adds some-
thing about John. Then someone says loud
enough for all of them to hear: “Somebody
ought to work him over.” -

And 30 they do.

e

Joe and Bill and their friends may be
members of the Ku Klux Klan. They may
not. It isn't really important, use they
vio-
lence; they, like the , set themselves
up as judge, jury and utioner.

And, like the Klan, they blend in with
the community; they assume. the protec-
tive coloration of professed religion, high
regard for the purity of the race, insistence
upon social conformity. &

That is why they are hard to find. They
sprout,like weeds among young corn, hid-
ing pehind the healthler members of the
community, different only in that they are
sick and breed sickness among others. *

The Birmingham area has been, in past
Wweeks, the center of the plague. Victims

.BIRD IN THE HAND

OME folks are scared fo death of a
chicken. They are not afrald of bodily
hatm which the fow! might do them. No,
it is when the chicken Is dead that those
persons become panicky.

You are doubtless famillar with the WO~
man who — upon hearing the phrase,
*“We're having chicken” — falls heir to &
case of the shakes which won't leave her
for days. This woman bites her nalils and
racks her brain trying to remember wheth-
er her prospective hosts are of the bird-in-
the-hand school or whether they make do
‘with a knife and fork. A weak soul to begin

. with, she eventually puts all her hope on

the possibility that they will'serve chicken
sandwiches.

Then there is the man who, upon finding
2 plate of “fried chicken before him, eats
as if he were slipping diamonds' into his
.mouth to smuggle them through customs.
No ane ever sees him take a bite of chicken.
One Is always greatly surprised to discover
that his plate is empty. b

One of the most annoying of the fright-

ened chicken-eaters is the fastidious lady ,

From The Raleigh News & Obser

A HAPPY OMEN .

TATE Legion Commander .loe urlzr Jr.

of Charlotte left his office with a
forthright piece of advice to his fellows
which all veterans should consider. “The
Legion® at. the state and national levels
needs most, of all to make a complete, re-
examination of all veterans' benefits ﬂth
the idea of the

Conttnulu[.h a critical situation in Ne~
gro housing. Construction in-that field has
lagged. Has been, as a mattér of fact, prace
tically non: tent since the war. A nume-
‘ber of sub-staridard houses, occupled most-
1y by Negroes, Have been condemned and
closed to habftation. Mr. ‘Spangler has
moved into that®fiéld with his $2500000 .
Double Olk‘ project off Statesville Avenue.
‘The 508 dential units in-the develop-
ment will help-but will not relieve the aitu-
ation. ik

1t all adds up fo-an impressive demon-
stration of the superior initiative of private
enterprise to Federal laws. While Congress
debates housing legislation, the ring of the
hammer and the whine of the saw are
heard in the land. And, best of all, no ap-
propriations additional to those already
made for FHA are required to get things
moving. | ¢

sald the men who beat them wore white *
sheets.

But Birmingham is only a monientary
focal point. Such_ violence may break out
tomorrow In Atlanta, the next day in Co-
lumbla, the following day in Gastonia. It
has happened before — throughout the
South,

The concentration of Klan activity—if
that's what it {s — in Birmingham has
alerted Congress. The civil rights subcom-
mittee of ‘the House Judiclary Commitiee
has been ordered to make a full-scale.in-
vestigation Into the flogging Incldents in
Alabama. (It is.lronic that the Klan, which
has been among the leaders of opposition
to Federal intervention In regionalor state
affairs, should be the group to touch off
" Federal Intervention.)

The citizens of Alabama have, them-
selves, organized against the terrorists. An
“Organized Veterans Committee Against
Crime.and Violence"” has been formed as a
result of the Kian or Klanist activity.

The Judiclary Committee of Alabama's
House of Represenatives has followed the
lead of a nuniber of Georgia citles in ap-
proving a bill to unmask any hooded or-
ganization.

o se e

‘These are hopeful signs.

'You can't legislate the sickness of hate
out of the heart of man, but by such a law
as that proposed in the unmasking bill you
can make it harder for that hate to find
expression in the lawless violence practiced
by Klansmen and fellow travelers.

If we — the states of the SBouth—do not
make and enforce such laws, they will be
made by the Federal Government and ene
forced by the: Federal Government.

who scrubs her mouth and both hands
after each bite. She goes about it with the
thoroughness of a mather washing Junlor's
ears. From a distance the white napkin go-
ing up and down, up and down, gives this
poor ‘woman the appeararnce of one waving
good-bye to a lifelong friend disappearing
down the trac! “

The bold ehicken-eaters have thelr
troubles, too.

Uninhibited gourmets who like to eat
from hand to mouth complain mightily
about the old Bouthern penchant for dous-
ing the plump bird in gravy. Causes, they
say, no end of. difficulty.

There is need of some organization to
promote freedom In the consuming of
chicken, some public-spirited” group who
will ' make it fashionable, indeed de rigeur
to. eat chicken from the hands.

A wise campalgn, based perhaps on the
natural handles provided in drumsticks,
would doubtless increase the prosperity of
chicken producers and would most cer~
tainly alleviate a great amount of Indiges-
tion in nervous persons who eat chicken
under a soclal strain.

are those who suffer most. Of course,
politicians who seek to explolt veterans try
to obscure that fact with gaudy promises
and loud talk.

It is & happy omen for the country that
the leader of the state's largest organized
veterans' organization has demom'-r-m

discrepancies that now exist,” Grier llld

He realizes that some Congressmen, not-
ably Representative John Rankin, have
placed the vote-getting appeal of imprac-
tical veterans’ benefits before the welfare
of the nation. Part of the Legion's respon-
sibility, the young Legion officlal sald, is
“to restrain ourselves from using our pow-
erful influence to bring about enactment
©f measures which are not in the public in-
terest and which impatr the cause of the
disabled whose interest we are pledged to
protect.”

The retiring state commander's words
make sense. It is a recognized fact that
pensions and veteran benefits should be
based on need, and certalnly disabled vet-

“ erans present the cases of greatest need.

those benefits are predicated on say
than need, disabled veterans

an of the fallacies
legislation designed primarily “to ltlru:!_
votes. For a more Intelligent evaluation of
pension bills and benefits - will assure a
more humane distribution of those. pen-
slons and benefits, based on need and need
only. And that awareness has brought to
thoughtful veterans such as Grier the
realization that the public interest and the
interests of the veterans are one and the
same thing, and cannot be separated by
selfish groups or individuals.

Bomehow things can't be o bad after all
in this battered old world, Not when you
can pick up the Crowley Daily Signal and
read a tavern keeper's advertisement of &
“free snack from 4 to 7 P. M.” After that
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People’s Platform

Heavy Trucks dn The Highways

Editors, Tz News:
'YOU published recently a letter written by Mr.
Oulhv of the Trucking Assoclation in 'hlch he
statement made by Mr. Mac-
3 Commhllu er of Public Roads of tha ‘United
Btl'u. to the effect that “The roads are more de-
stroyed limatic nd!

ulclon that thi statement was made by him in l“l.
e said, “The loads then
ently in excess of the des-

3 case he has not read
She address. A MscBonsld makes s bitter Imdictment
therein of ‘the destruction of the highways by the
heavy trucks. This is an up-m-a.u statement. Mr.
MacDonal authority on the subject,
and wbat oy ‘says must

can ‘publish -ny ot‘ mu nmexm you wish,
e pertinent subject n e 3200+
300000 warth of bands to ve flosted for foud con:
struction.
—J. W. SKINNELL.

(Enclosure)
WASHINGTON
Mr. J. W. Skinnell
Box 180

ch-rlotu. N. O.
Dear Mr. Skinnell:
Rncn?r is acknowledged of your letter of June 8
with attachment relative to road damage by
vy truckr. .
“"The statement attributed to me fs an old e
made eighteen years ago. As referred to in' the al
paper, it was correct when it was made in ml

true that these pa s the o
axle loads from 20000 to 40.000 pounds in the fre-
quencies_to whith they are being subjected dally by

Nor Is it true that
the three percental segment of total truck operation,
ible for the excessive axle loads, could remain
solvent if 1t were assessed in proportion-to the high=
way damage which it is causing.
~THOMAS MacDONALD,
Commissioner of Public Roads.

‘Fine Old Institution’

Editoes, 'ru New:
article by Ralph Gibson on “Beer Joints"
beck warm memories of ihat wondetal
Americas toaiiutioncth saioe

CHARLOTTE

Drew Pearson’s

V4
A

's chairman.
assisted by an executive d.\mlnr.

One of the great tragedies of our modern ers 13
that good living Js fast fading out of the pleture, snd
the saloon was one of the most important contribu-
tions to the ers of good living of bygue days. B0
wonderful an institution was the saloon
everywhere ty despenstely to capture ' elc-tuma
grace and its heart-warming spirit of conviviality
culture, by organizing so-called clubs, upstairs dining «
Balls, and otner imitations. But it does not work—

nothing but a long bar, a brass rail, sawdust, and
beauiifully polshed cuspiders. ean be' the minkmum

I.ls cousins may be up against it finan:

clally, but not even.the Bocialiats would dare tamper

with er pub, the dart board, and the
glorious refreshing conversation and argument.

Of course there were “dives” and establishments

the proportion of
Qacks, fakes and thieves i every other fleld of
endeavor; and yet because of these “bad -app!
America's most Toble um most uplfting nsthation
had to ‘bite the dust”, and pass nto oblivion,

No more that wonderful spirit of comraderte; no
more_tfiose fize political. u ts and the lasting
friendships. Men like writing
There” in Wallick's saloon, and
doing (Mleight-of-hand trick s he

be slid al

for men, on nearly every corner,
those who wept by Babel's Stream"—and wee)
for this fine old lnluluuon—thu saloon, wEi we
may never see ugal

—(u ALONZO PIPICK.

Witness stand..

New Registration ks 1 ek
' CH4RLOTTE T has
Editors, e Nzws: o Tan b
J WANT to thank you for the fine publiclty which  of how much hard
sour paper gave the new reglstration for the en-  that career.

Luna.m mcunruuazymuulvur It has been so
electior oe the ‘reorganization. Your re- . This s
porters a-uy atories of election information were very Sycosss
helptul to the public, and T appreciate this service 11 i ’“‘ dumeh

which you rendered,
—CHASE BRENIZER,
Chatrman, Mecklenburg
County Board of Elections.

‘Worth Fighting For’

Editors, Tur Nrws:
ANKS for your splendid editorisd on “Separation
of Church and State.” Keep up the good Work.

‘That is &’ principle worth fighting for.

~ROBERT, E. McILWAINE.
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“he withdrew the

WASHINGTON
R IDWARD U. CONDON, head of the Bureau of Stand-
smeared in an FBI made
pnhlu in u:e .vumm Coplon trial, has written J. Edgar Hoover
y rank as one of the great human docu-

mlml of the !ur

Condon had publicly demanded that Hoover apologize ~

Dr.
for the reng done bis wite. but in his later lette to Hoover
for an apology, though conunmn:
1o preso fof  full lnvutl(nlon of the unchecked gossip, Dr
Condon's letter, so far unpublished, s
“Dear Mr. Hoover:
“On Saturday and Sunday, angered and hurt by the
unjust and unfatr ;numn- to my wit
austed: FBI report whic]
with a trhllutvnk 1 iskued statements o the press
from you.

court.
_in which T demanded an

“I would like.to unm you that these statements grew
tolely out. of the soontaneous anger natural to any man on
seeing the name of his wife sullied tn the preas through of-
ficial documents {mplying tmproper conduct. through e
distgrtion of an {nnocent and normal act. T believe that
you can appreciate and sympathize with my reactions.
“It is apparent, however, that you could not reply to my
tatements becaute the injurv s ireparable by anv apology.
d e impossible to Temedv the sutferinge (hat
-, meluding mvself. a3 o resut o
there fs the possibility that
reply from o Hight s pegtinent o,n cours matter, In

lhnulhtﬂlh!u.lwﬂllvwnv'nhnu that T may have
taused you.
"ﬂll fact that the presenj ate events did take
does emphasize, it seems to me, the need for and
caution in ‘with 1

attered to co-operate

eld again and again the President's loyalty program is &
Wplendid and excelient thing.

“But the care and caution which I mention are cruclal it
¥e are to attain the ends which we seek and, indeed, if we
are not to jeopardize that very thing—our free and dem
tratic country—which we ulue above all else,

“In this connection, T do not belleve that the welfare of
our nation is served when slanderous material about decent
Americans becomes  part of officlal documents. It doss

to say uu!. these docllm-h are ‘unevaluated' because

they are, in fact, used as officlal reports, as they are in such

watiers a2 mml emmaymem and loyalty cases where. they
though contents

used were truly factual and
lvnlullld

“Are you aware, with all the Samon amount of effort
that has been spent on mvan.lnuu . Condon and my-
self as a result of malicious ane Ivﬂy moﬂvlhd false
alarms, that not once has one at come around
to see elther

“Condon of myself, elther o \nterrogate us
o to get straightened out on some point or other?
“And this uwmmuorﬁnmuuumunpuudu
Arith any fairly-conducted tnvesti
now, s & oater of that
Condon and myselt are shot t
0 easily ascertained facts. We would be glad to go over all
of this material with vour agents in order to get it straight.
“Having never met you personally, I look forward: to
meeting you. if you wish, and to discussirig these or other
matters which may be of mutual or general interest.
"Xvouldllletoluunmﬂlltlunvﬂﬂnl)w a
ess

{riendly and co-operat ‘way, and I would to confe

that one of the reasons that I have addressed frankly
openly is the article ent Challenge.”

‘wrote for the section called “This Week."
“When I read this fine plece, with the quote-

tion from the prophet Micah—"Whas doth Lord require of
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1t would turn up in court.
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