THE CHARLOTTE NEWS |

THOMAS L. Publisher
J.E DOWD. General Manager
B. 8, Executive Editor E
A Bttor

! FRIDAY, MAY 20, 1949

BADGERED FROM FOUR SIDES .

HE proponents of the $200 million road

bond issue and the $25 million school

bond issie make one very fundamental

mistake when they blithely assume that

North Carolinians are better able to as-

sume a huge new indebtedness than they
Governor

were when Cameron Morrison's
*courageous” rosd program was launched
In the 1920's.

They argue that per ecapita Intome is
way up, that population\is up, and that
interest rates are low; , we are bet-
ter able now. to plungs back into debt
sgaln.

The error in this process of reasoning is
that it separates the burden of the Btate
Government from that of the Federal Gov-
ernment and local governments, sets it up
by itself, s0 to speak, as the only variable
In thé equation. '

The aversge taxpayer, however, has to

North Carolinian,

2. His State Government, with a blennial
budget of $519 million and a potential total
suthorization of $747 million if the road
and school bond issues are approved, in-
eluding an-anticipated deficit of some $5
million.

3. His Counfy Government. (In Mecklen-
‘burg, for instance, the'Commissioners have
Sust adopted a $4,736433 budget for next
year, a whopping boost over the. current
Feaf's $39243868 which will requlre & prop-

“erty tax rate increase of 8 cents—the in-
crease would have been 38 cents without
the Mecklenburg ABC stores, which would
probably been voted out if Governor Scott
had won his fight for a state referendum.)

4. The City Government. (Charlotte's
new budget will probably hit $6 million, an
increasé of about a million dollars over the
current budget.)

An expert statisticlan would have to
spend many hours an-
clent records to out precisely how
the combined burden of all four govern-
ment’s current expenditures plus the per

~capita total Indebtedness would compare,
in taxpaying ability, with the 1920's when
N. C. went into the borrowing business for
its road program. 5

But it does not require an expert statis-
ticlan to find out that the average wage
earner finds it mighty difficult these days
to meet the increasing ds'of all four
governments, pay for the operating
expenses of his household, by a tiny
sum for his 6ld age, and have anything left
for his recreation.

It there is a natural reluctance among

lina off the pay-as-you-go basis and
plunge it into the greatest debt of its his-
tory, it will not be because they don’t ap-
prove of Governor Bcott's objectives.

It will merely be because, harrled and

governmd
* American privilege of voting against more
taxes.

HOME MARKETS FOR ART

¢ success of the Chariotte Opers
Associstion's movement toward a “com-
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clation was founded on January 25, 1546,
Its initial production, the “Rosalinda” ver-
sion of Btrauss’ “Die Fledermais”, was re-

towns as far away as Albemarle and Rock
Hill, 8. C, joined with Charlotte talent for
the luction.
spirit of co-operation and mutual
interest  which music theater productipn
calls for,” sald Dr. Bair, “tends to pervade
all corners of a community. I know from
experience that those towns whose leader-
ship is alienated and divided cannot pro-
duce successtul music theater programs,
nor do they give evidence of belng very
productive in other art flelds.
“Thus far the few professional art cen-
ters located In the two or three metropo-
litan areas have not proguced the music

can give us a just claim to leadership as a
nation in the cultural fleld. . . . The an-
swer lles in more ‘home industry’ and
‘markets’ for our art products.”

WISE COUNCIL:, DECISION

action of the new City Council in re-
appointing Henry Yancey as City Man-

commensurate with his abllity, his train-
ing, the importance of his job, and the
scales for qualified city mana-

mger, though s s
indication that the new Councilmen are
not golng to play loose politics with ad-

positions.
‘The City Manager's job — and the pres-
ent official—were dragged into the recent
by certain candidates for of-

gers.
.
He has performed .his duties well. The
City Government has functioned smoothly
under his administration and will, we are
confident, continue to do so. His experience
and skill will be valuable during
the orientation period for the new Councll.

Ttis to thé people of Charlotte

and service.

About the only eriticlsm of Mr. Yancey
bhas been his' salary which was set by &
previous Councll on the grounds that it 1s

that the Council endorsed Mr. Yancey's
past service and showed no interest what-
soever in Councilman Boyd's ill-concelved
etfort to whack his pay, & proposal which
had no apparent justification.

IRRIGATION FOR PARCHED AREAS

figures released by the State ABC
the amount of legal

burgers. :
‘We well remember the day when such '

lists showed one or more names from

easy access to Fort Mill and other oases to
the south of Mecklenburg.

From The Fayetteville Observer.

It is apparent now that bootlegging in
Mecklenburg is such a petty 'enterprise
that it is no longer worthwhile for the pint
peddiers to bring in hooch by the truck-
load. About all they can expect to do now=
adays 1s to keep & couple of extra pints
around the house in the hope that they
can luck upon some short-sighted, thirsty
cltizen who forgot that the ABC stores shut
up 1‘:: night and on week-ends.

us:the st no Mecklenburg im-
o, :hmnq

‘That suits us fine. The main reason for
ABC stores is the elimination of bootleg-
ging and the empire of assorted crime it
Inevitably spawns. Obviously the system is
working. -

D. A?R. OBSTINACY

of the of the re-

all due regard to thelr
patriotism and worthy historical

up Hs modicum of natlonwide publicity.
About Hazel Scott's loyalty, we next
to nothing. we take it for

‘We have never heard hur play, but those
who have heard ber rate a8 & top-rate
artist

fusal of the hall, the emotional result is
made to order for Moscow.

1t 15 calculated to make the D. A,R. look
foolish and look little and look bigoted,
which the DAR. is not.

Unfortunately more than the DAR. is
concerned, because the DAR. stands for
fine American traditions. What eats away
the reputation of the DAR. eats away the
reputation of Americanism for justice and
tolerance.

It would be a fine patriotic sacrifice that
would.splke at least one gun of the Com-
munist propaganda battery if the DAR.
‘would let Hasel Scott perform and send her
s basket of flowers.
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Proponents Have Their Say

Carolina towns are far from

:rhe Case For The Road Bonds

(The following presentation of the case for the
road bond issue was prepared by the Belter Schools
Roads organization and been distributed

& n has [
Newspapers. The News, following its policy of

opening the news columns proponents and
opponents of the bond issues, reprinta it herewith as
» matter of public information—Eds, The News.

RS

INORTH CAROLINA ploneered among Southern
states in road bullding. Governor Morrison's pro-

gram of the 1920's lit the torch. For years since we

have spoken of our good roads.

in the Winter of 1945.

lockade,  One
children lost
the

fifty school
eleven or more days from school because of

When the blockade lifted, we told ourselves 1t

‘wouldn’t 8galn—*1945 was exceptional. It
was just one of those things” And we continued
boasting of our good roads, but now with slightly less
conviction.

Then came the holocaust of 1947. If 1945 were a
shock, the ‘Winter of 1047 was a bomb shell. The
us results burned themselves so deeply in our
memory that even pride of home state could not

i

¢
Reluctantly North Carolina faced the facts,
©Only-one out of four miles of our roads are paved.
North | Carolina has 63,000 miles of roads, of which
47,000(are unpaved.

the Better Roads program is a|

Good roads are good for everyone. Nor did the
complaints come only from the farmers. A large per-
centage of Industrial workers live outside city limits.

Drew Pearson'’s
{Merry-Go-Round

A majority of North
being self-suctained business communities. They

business.
Even our major cities constantly bid for out-of-town
trade to keep reglsters ringing. Bet!

carrying mostly horses and
little mofor vehicle traffic,
had 126,000 registered motor vehicles,
Issues of the 1820's gave N the finest
roads In the nation. As of May 7, 1949, the registra-
tion was 831,078, Again time for action has arrived.
Governor Scott Says:
crossroads of its transporation destiny.
must take the right turn—Better Roads. The bottle-
neck must be broken so the true potentials of our
state—its people and economy—can be released.”
Governor Scott proposes paving 12.000 miles of
seconary rosds and placing 35,000 miles of roads in
all weather condition. When completed this program
Yould bring o paved road to within one end o half
miles of practically every Carolina
and remove the costly and repeated dangers unleash
by severe Winter or Summer weather on our sec-
ondary_road trave 2

rel.
Only 3000 of the 12000 miles of paved rosds
d be secured
Tssue,

wagons and
In 1921, N

comparatively
orth
and the

Carolina
Bond

i

years, that surplus

be_ex! the next six or eight months
on backlog needs. When this surplus is gone the
Commission will be unable to maintain the level
of its prewar 3

According to the suggested schedule for sale and
retirement of the proposed Road Bond Issue, the
average annual éost for principal and interest is' esti-
mated at $10579.296. (This estimate is based on
24-year period interest rate of 3 per cent,
Experts say the interest rate probably will be from
1 1/2 per cent per cent. This compares with
nt rates up to § per cent on the Road Bonds
issued in the 1920')

Seven million dollars of this would come from the
1 cent per gallon increase.in the gasoline tax.

The remaining $3.579.296 would come from High-

be Httle mgre than at present
5

“North Carolina is at the

Marquis Childs 3

The New Secretary

WASHINGTON
sxwou in recent years has an

individual been named to high tion gave a
office in Washington so little known  the decisions taken at
to the general public as Prancis P, he represented Brit

was nomi-

could find to say sbout his ca- pamphlet, “that forces in the State
or his Hfe. are pushing the cause
Matthews was the choice of Sec-  the Chinese
Louis Johnson. the constituted national

There is one phase of Matthews' has been denied by at least two
record which, although ,  Secretaries te. Certath Par *
is quite ly ted. In  Eastern the department °
the light of his appointment to 3ought to inform this government
offes cabinet in onthe nmhn-;:tmm
itise” China
curlous record. mmml-a:g;umm—
Matthews is chatrman of the thelr wam-
Becurities  Acceptance a::; of ings have been repeatedly out
Omaha, Neb. In 148 and 47 he - -
headed the committee on social- ‘The pamphlet prepared by Mat-
fsm and communfsm of the Cham. thews' committee says that “about
ber of Commerce of the United 40 known Communists hold post-
States. tions of importance in Washing-
That published tn 1947 (00" It suggests that a new in-
2 57 page pamphlet on un-  Yestigative agency is necessary to
ism Within The Thnig Cope With the mensce of Com-
pamphlet attacks the fc policy mmmlnmu::umhm
of the United States, suggestl aps
that important d = pamphlet is the Paec
dictated by unists who had  Yoted to specific
Infiltrated into high position in  Thus the Matthews committee sug-
1t gests that government employees be
made by prejudiced sources and of-  Subject to continuing and constant

ten repudiated by
men for the of whether they ha
by loyalty. boards.
o service could be ren- “Officipls tn
dered,” the pamplilet says, “if the the commi
story of Yalta and Teheran encounter
could be made public. Much that 7 in any
is sordid would be revealed by s W-c“hg
complete inquiry, but 1t would fur. £alled upon

S sty tn Poderal em- | WLLDMS told ot lonst an taqutvr
93 even
IMPLICATION REPEATED e e Mty o, ey
sev- Roman Catholic layman whe

o S e ool e B e e

1

at the Yalta and Teheran confer- mMoMW¢
mmmumwmmd mwhmlla&,ﬂh
mmhmmm man of the board of Electric Bond
:mﬂmlhrhmllw..ﬁﬂ- GMMCI&?HMM
A the decided whether to accept the post.
at which President Truman, who From all indications Calder and
hmﬁ:m ’h_-‘& ::::rn'ﬂlbtmh-
Incident » when he was in this le‘w:?mhm
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Defense Pact “established the recl-

procity of the American republics 4. What does the word “captivate™

in common bond against mean?

son” That is trus—at 5. What is & word beginning with

on paper—but he might have M that akilr™?

:“&mmm':}w;; 1. Say, “I am not going anywhers

constant_cultivation of unless you go with me” 3. Pro=

and study of ways nounce the ¢ as in dread, not hun-

e Vit of Gen Dot 0 the s 1o horer e e oo
ate;

United States is of course an ex- numm"un‘-—..”_*

Real Estate Lo»bby StaAggered At Dinner

WASHINGTON “The mole” Humphrey explained, “only sees in the her 8 note that caused Mre. Gehrig fo reach for
/Hmmuumlunuhmhumummm ﬂmﬂ;-:ﬂ;uuwwmmmtm The note
battle against public housing didn't get into the news- ¢ of the Republicans,” the §en-  “Dear Mrs. Gehrig—You don' know me, but T wsed te
It occurred at s private dinner in Washington in  ator from Minneso are fust discovering the yes- play ball on the sndiots of New York wit Lov. - Whee he
of Sir Harold Bellman, British housing terdays today, and are unwilling to recognize.that thers will was playing ball for Columbla’ University and Jater when he
The diriner was given by Mrs. Prances Freed, widow of the be any tomorrows. Was & grest star with the Yankees, he frequently came down
late Allié 8. Preed; s big construction tycoon who bullt the to 116th St. in Harlem o teach me.and other kids the fine
Buckingham Apla'scross ihe Potomac In Vireinia* At Un Merry-Go-Round potaia of the gama: )
dinner were Edward Carr, ex-head of tional Assoc “Tha tough neighborhood,
tion'of Home Bullders; Orcar Kruelz, president of the Na- et Rountioats are N Tames e Shways stopped whe Lo sbred wee e did o 15 05
lonal Savings & Loan League; and Mo o 2 MAKONon of Namision and of those kids who went
candidate who can beat the 50 delinquency and many of thoss tough s

U. 8. Savings & Loan League,
tion of the Lobbying Act.

friends
Wm& public housing on both
The British financer got a big
v It

controls” on private
tion in his country. 3
like a busted light bulb.

“T can't agree to that” replied Sir Harold. “Of course, I

would rather not it on

‘comment your American program

public housing, because I do not feel it proper to do so.
has worked out

only way to pro-

can tell you that the program
1t, it's the
income’ grou
GOP Mole Instead Of Elephant
INNESOTA'S Jack-in-the-box Sen,
coms up with & new symbol for
traditional elephant. At s Democratic
Party be the toia,

of. the Abbey National Building
of the savings and loan league—so
were all set for an evening of oratorical
sides of the

. the latter indicted for viola-

' ‘room
hand when ‘he blasted
construc-  when the hotel discovered that Bunche was
', the applause died

,he would also blast public housing in England,
ammunif

Hubert Humphrey has
GOP in ‘place of the

in' Pittaburgh,
suggested that the new symbol for the Republican

next year. They figure the
handsome Senator is Mrs. Pear]

At-

the

for
But i
Vishinsky reports
until about 8 A.M__

Lou Gehrig’s Widow

Nll'f-! LOU GEHRIG made s big hit with the
when
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