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AN EDUCATION PUZZLER

school officlals of long experis -
nce frankly admit they are bewild- -
ered by the proposed Foundation Plan of
school financing for North Carolina, it is
obviously impossible for average citizens to
understand it; and the Assembly
should mote in it.

tributed 90 per cent and the countles 10
per cent. Subsequently, & new set of figures
was complled by Dr. Clarence E. Heer of
the University of North Carolina on an
85-15 basis—figures which were promptly
criticized by Governor Scott and certain

leaders as ” Final-

Behool finances in this state are ex-
tremely complicated, especially in countles
which haye separate school districts for
the eounty areas and the city areas. There
are many different sources of revenue, and
many different ways to spend the money.

The Foundation Plan represents a sin-
cere, and well intentioned, effort to lump
all school expenditures (except butldings)
into a common fund, with each county
contributing & certain portion of the cost
according to its ability to pay.

1t sounds simple. But when you start
trying to tigure out how Mecklenburg
County, for example, would fare under the
program it's a different matter. At least
three different sets of figures have been
thrown at the local school officlals by the
State Board of Education.

The first figures, released some weeks
mmmpmwmmmomnu-
tion Plan would work if the State con-

1y, an entirely different group of figures
was prepared by the Board of Education
and publicized two weeks ago.

1It's no wonder that Charlotte and Meck-
lenburg County school officials are be-
wildered. They have examined, in turn,
each collection of statistics and they don't
like what they have found out. According
to the latest set of figures, Mecklenburg
zunty would have to shell out consider-
ly more than we are now paying for our
schools in order to receive from the State
considerably less than we are now receive
ing.
That doesn't appear to be a school “im=
provement” program, which is the thing
" we are all interested in. And the Mecklen-
\burg Legislators would' be wise if they
withheld their approval of the Foundation
Plan until the people thoroughly under-
stand how'this county would fare under it.

PICKING UP THE CHECK

'Im principle that wealthy counties
should help bear the expenses of poor-
er counties is woven all through the fabric
of North Carolina law. It is a very sound
principle, one which is today accepted by
the people as good and proper.

Btill, 1t is iInteresting. to look at the fig-:
ures now and then to see just how much
some of the wealthler counties do con-
tribute to the cost of operating the State
ent.

February lssue of We The People
carries a chart breaking down, on & coun-
ty-by-county basis, the distribution of the

i
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Mecklenburg County. Had these been in-
uded, this ceunty’s contribution would

hnbmnnnhl:numnhsnn

many of the forelgn corporation headquar-"
ters here. - .

Mecklenburg County got. back from the
State Goyernment, for the operation of its
schools, $2,200,02858. Of course, the gen-
eral fund pays for other State services, but
school expenditures represent about’ two-
thirds of all general fund expenditures,
and thus indicate that Mecklenburg's total
share of State expenditures would not be
much more than $3,000,000.

In other words, Mecklenburg County
pays into the State Government more than
four times as much as it get back. If for-
elgn corporations (which paid in a total of
$26,200,841 last year) were included, this
-county’s contribytion would probably be
five or six times what it gets back.

At the other extreme is Camden County
which pald into the general fund only
$18,333 last year and got back for schools
alone $104,085.44, or more than five times
what it contributed.

DULLES LOOKS AT RUSSIA : ‘

FOSTER DULLES, the man who

was slated to be Secretary of State in

a Dewey administration, belleves that we

are approaching “a new period” in U. 8.~
Russian rejationships.

Writing in the current issue of Colliers,

Mr. Dulles said: f
*T see no evidence that Soviet have
got religion or have had & change of heart

to resistance more united; more informed
d more effective than before.

keep steady . , . Victory
whose nerves hold out
comes to

-3:4
&

Mr. Dulles is not being optimistic when
he envisions & time “when the new war, of
which some speak today, will seem like

results and prevent armed conflict with

Russia.
One can share his hope without sharing
But it's to find

rious satellite nations. iermore they
are running Inf nce, in
Europe and elsewhere, to their hard-boiled

Communist methods.
*T predict those factics are going to run

his

at least one man well versed in forelgn. af-
falrs who is ‘Willing to give peace more
than an outside charce.

-~ LOCAL OPTION PREVAILS - , 3

one tangible result of the General

As long as the state held to the county

Assembly’s refection of two statewide « option plan for liquor and forced beer and

liquor referendum bills 1s a more positive
and dynamic definition of the principle of
1 s

That was the real issue at stake in Ra-
Jeigh. And the actiom of the legislative
committees merely reaffirmed and re-em-
phasized the right (of each community to
handle tially local problems in the

- manner it thinks
. In past years: the Prohibitionists have
succeeded in diverting attention to the
alcoholic beverages themselves. They
showed up time and again in Raleigh ask-
ing for the “right to vote” on liquor;
whereas the county option advocates were
conspicuously few in numbers. .
This year, however, there was ap impres-
sive display of numerical strength by the
county option advocates, and an even more
tmpressive display of logic.

From The Christian Science Monitor

SIGNS OF

billions of dollars asked for
. atomic research, a “radar curtain” to
protect the United States, a 10,000-m.p.h.
“earth satellite” to launch rockets from the
stratosphere, and a natlonal sclence foun
.mwmr’uwdl,lthnﬂmﬂl-
ing that many people are questioning the
value of further “progress” in this direc.
tion.

One such questioner is Mrs. Mabel M.

wine on all the countles, the Drys had &
strong talking point. There was no way
they could get rid of beer and wine. But
the 1947 General Assembly provided the
machinery for local option on beer and
wine also, machinery which has been util-
fzed effectively to ban the two beverages
in more than 30 countles already.

The principle is sound, no matter which
way It is applied. If the state were 70 per
cént wet and 30 per cent dry, the dry
countles. would not want the rest of the
state to force alcoholic beverages upon
them Conversely, the present ABC coun=-
ties did not want the rest of the state to
force Prohibition on them. i

It's & fair and just principle. Now that
it has been reaffirmed, it should be gd-
hered to by future Legislatures.
¢

THE: TIMES

and devote thelr time to the elimination of
war-by turning . , . to things of the spirit.

Not long ago in Harper’s Magazine a
Beottish physicist, Langelot Law Whyte,
predicted that in the second half of this
century sclentific thought would take a
dramatic new direction toward general
princtples and a “sclence of man.” Physics,
he declared, may have “touched bottom";
research into smaller and smaller reglons
of space ma¥ have come to an end.

“You See, The Atom Bomb Caused Only Minor Damage’

People’s Platform

About Vet Pensions

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Trz News: .
E is something fishy about s soldier writing
inst & pension bill for the veterans. but that
is éypical of an officer's attitude toward the private
sokifer. The man said he went.in as a private and
came out an officer. - Well, that was because of his
educational advantages or his pull with the Govern-
ment through some political friend.

T trust in God,
living and raise s family and lay away enough to
live on the rest of my life, if 1t Is God's will. But
there are others that have been less fortunate than
me, maybe through sickness or troubles or loss of
work or other handicaps. 5

Woud you deprive this poor soldier of & little
money to live on after he is 65 years of age. After
your paper praised hfm to_the limit, there was noth-
ing too good for him before our Government dragged

to cheer him o
come back to find out while
the bear was our back door with & worse
rmment than he had been fighting.
can't Net these boys down with your nolsy

to

No you
prattle,

You have stood with this wasteful Administra- ~

tion throwing money away on every conceivable
iden that could be thought of, but when it comes to
rack off for the boys that did the fighting you turn
them down flat.

Our U. 8. Government never has done right by
the boys that suffer the pains of war. The hard
working man ows not the ways of politics,
‘who _keeps not his records, and never gives a thought
of what may come up later, is deprived of the rights
that are his while the man that knows the ropes
snd makes an effort does get his.

i —R. W. KUYKENDALL.
Thanks From The League
CHAP

Editors, Tue News: 3
E staff and board of directors of the League for
Crippled Children wish to thank you for your helo
In raising & total of $68.700 to provide services for
the crippled children of the state, last yedr.
will open March
i ppeal

EL HILL

operating without funds. Since
cent of the crippled children, as well other
handica

a3 m:
children, in the state must depend on

This can be accom-
lished if your newspaper, will tell its public about our
rogram and problems. > \

+ The crippled children of North Caralina have &
chance to bulld lives for useful and happy living if
our citizens understand their needs enough to sup-
port a program designed to give them a chance.

Drew Pearson'’s -
Merry-Go-Round

Congressional history. It

jauity GOP Rep. Ralph W. Gwjnn of New York, the man

Mail Privilege Used

WABHINGTON
Houas leaders are quietly investigating one of the big-
gest franking in

Joseph Alsoj

Tulsmlm-nmr

government office tn Belgrade.
'l‘h:dr-urwnmmm\n
officlal, who had worked intimately
with Molotov. subject was the

2ok

1d. ‘whole of
sald, was 3 mlhwrlﬂlu.
perience, he emphatically

3 described
Molotov as genuinely afrald that
the United States would attack

P terms, he was asked one
or two questions. In order to
achieve described, must

ledt
Then be it will
calm t fears' not
this appeasement entall giving away

Your help in telling the public will be a big factor 1n
helping it understand.

‘Anything your paper can do will add to the came
paign returns and thus increase the beneficlal serv-
ices now available to the crippled children in Norta
Caroling, and will be greatly appreciated. Soviet policy.

—ETHEL HONEYCUTT,
Executive Secretary.

Editorial Acknowledged
WASHIN(

‘Editors, Tue Nrws:
SH to scknowledge with thanks the editorial

based on my address regarding Federal Publication
Activities. T am glad that you share my opinion and
hope that such editorial comment-as you have made
will help alert the people to ways in which their tax
dollars are being carelessly wasted.”

‘With every good wish.

—SEN. STYLES BRIDGES.

Beer, Wine, Liquor -
CHARLOTTE

GTON, D. C,

Marquis Childs

WASHINGTON

Wﬂn.! Hungary and Bulgaria
have been holding well-adver-
tised public trials of churchmen sc-
another

Editors. Twe News: i
The News makes an_admission.

P all things! ing with greater and
(“The Beer-Wine Problem”, Feb. 28). I thought publicltys$o-Squses
ou sald heretofore that beer, wine and lNquor was Ut the last vestiges e flingy v
o “problem” at all, or words to that effect. Now  freedom In Rumspls e
you refer to “disturbances and di atrectly  band
T eame 1o urban and highway beer joints, roads ~ Sountry have taken over contrul of
houses and the like” Why leave liquor out? They

are all in the same class.

Then it is ridiculous to say “few people are been subservient to the
blaming the beverages themselves” Pray tell me po! state, It is & revealing
what else would cause the disturbances and disorders  case study in Comm! -

other than wine, beer and liquor.
You have spoken long and loudly heretofore: rected from -
Give us ABC stores and wel have control and get The has been no
ot the Dootteeyers. Be honest now—we dont  publicity i that the fron curtain
have either. do we? to be
The records are against liquor. Why don't you  more impenetrable the cur-
come clean and stand four-square against the sale Boviet Russia it-
of the stuff—legal or lllegal? . self. Not a single American news-

~—C. 8. WESLEY.

Help For Alcoholics

Editors, Tie New
J AM sending you an article from anie of the papers
of Seattle which I think will be of interest to

CHARLOTTE

| many of your readers and anyone interested in help- . ch
ing these unfortunate men, ever faith to complete ence
(The article describes a rehallitation camp op-  Wwas th Cults Law adopt~
erated by the Seattle Pelice Dej t to which  ed last In cliuse after clause

alcoholics are are

jems. . before being
made to find definite employment
itors, The News.) /
It should be of speclal interest to our Police De-
partment and our Chief. if they haven't discovered
yet that sometimes a little kindness or s little help
useful

for

nlong these lines rest a ition be with-
e. ; drawn in the for

T think the idea of helping these men get back 5 '
to Jobs is wonderful. The AA’s know that when these The government under the law
men are kicked out of jobs they go down fast. And  has the power to withdraw in whole

a road sentence or jail term is got a reference our
businessmen will consider for jobs® See what T mean?
—C. H. ALEXANDER.

French Commie Cleanup
THI attempted Communist housecleaning of the Frencn
armed forces is much more significant than meets the eye.

trol this week.
involves

‘New Kremlin Plan

Agai’ngt. Fair

the House Banking Committee
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Without Fanfare

i.

Rumanian Peoples =

lations of the Cults Law sre de~
cided by government com~
pletely under the thumb of the cen=-
tral regime. s

Long before the Cults Law, the
been prepared for reducing
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Deal

Kansas,

Who, at minimum wage hearings last_week, angrily told & It also goes to the heart of the question now under debate ahead and make it tough -om

laundry-worker witness to take in washing at home if she by.the U. as to whe! the the better.”

dldn't Ifke the wages paid by her employer. worth anything under the North Atlantic Pact as & defense colleagues couldn’t believe thelr ears.
Gwinn has launched the most one-man mafl bulpark for the USA. “Does that mean you are going to vote for the bil?™

extensive
crusade since the days of former isolationist Coni

gressman
—Ham Pish—aiméd at undermining President Truman's “Fair

Deal” pi m.
He is malling out more than

aid to education, rent control and other
cratic platform.

tee for Constituf

| 900,000 letters containing
2250,000 coples of speeches against public housing, Federal
planks of the

A good part of this already has been sent to the Commit-
tionsl Government and two malling agencies

| ‘What most people have forgotten is that Maurice Thorez,
French Communist leader, was once Vice-Premler of Prance.
At that time, Communists it
posts of Minister of Alr and
is was the valen!

Jobs now held by James V.
in the USA.

At that time—from
munist Ministers of Alr

fellows make this bill,

Demo-

1945 through 1946—the Prench Com=
and Defense losded up their estab-

for us Republicans tn the next election.”

rmingion ~ Wolves OF Wall Street
A3 ermxETs

the more

in New York Cify for distribution under Gwinn's free Con= lishments with Communists in such key spots s ground & national ‘windowdress against competitive
gressional The rest is a corridor in crews, a X unications. To clean them all out 3
Basement of the House Office Building, waiting to be matled. now by force or loyalty tests would be almost impossible, industrialist and baoker, has

‘However, what the people on the receiving end of this However, the cl s been made’somewhat ‘easier been fighting for competitive bidding on stock and bond tsue
propaganda typhoon do not realize is that taX- by the fact that many Prenchmen who once hopped. on the fOr years, that it was the only way to prevent inside
payers—are footing a good part of the bill. have now hopped off, deals by int which bilked the publie,

first-class cost to the Post Office  There has been & considerable change of sentiment in com| ‘and non-Wall Street underwriting firms.
Dept. of Gwinn's 900,000 political letters Is $27.000. In addi- Russia and toward the USA. Ea bidding
‘represented

are paying $1.755 for the 900000 free

way from
‘The recent French

b
H

. A
*T hope you fellows write a tough bilL" remarked GOP
Congressman Albert Cole of
debate on rent contfol.

tion, taxpa
Rockwell, an outstanding electrical engl-  Such volces in the wilderness of sclen=  en e e T timated. $3000 expense of  a gigantic job of organization and to which 6,000,000 Prench-  Utility Then all Kinds of exceptions cam
neer and naval rocket authority. Daughter  tific professionalism are signs of the times. stuffing the envelopes with Gwinn's speeches—a service pro-  men contributed. is a graphic {llustration of how the Prench  be gran
of & Quaker mother who was/also a ploneer  They hint at a transition from what Pitle vided with cost to the Congressman by the House folding people are tryls ow their true sentiment—even though gmtb Eaton's ‘:."..."9‘2'3 v‘:hl:‘:!; : 3
woman mathematiclan and astronomer, rim Sorokin calls a “sensate” to an “idea- "y, guner a 1s socking . the taxpayers more ,..;S:.‘;:,?*;“;:‘.S’“&‘.}..“;Wm”‘m fltoesry e homa Gas & Hlectric and the Ohio Public Service issue
Mrs. Rockwell thinks tife people’s money ~ tional” culture. They offer no plea. for ob- than $31,000 for his political letter lobby. 3 rel boxear of Columbia, o be sold competitively. The investment-banking h_%
might be better spent in the or They call, anm;" the :‘-“vdnt:vmn mun;-y hm:,::onmmml Printing r when you have the rallroad workers of mn:'n .‘: :::h hr'l.-m?mn ‘D:;‘— of his long-time -au'-.‘ -
¥ for_rep! e speeches sel the backbone of the French people = train petit! ding regional finances, now
brotherhood of mankind, and she de- :?m:;‘m'm‘."‘l ;‘;d“:‘:; came to ¥ pius =0 addional sum for printng peech  way to the Americtn Deopie, 1¢s & ot more significant than  fight bac under cover through someone with &
clares: ot envelopes. Cangressma ' 2
nucleus turns out to be & dead end, there  this by personal check. but he refuses to say where he got e Note-A. F. Whitney, sagacious old president of the
we enough about the Atom—now IS 4o gl wavd further progress possible through  the money, that 1t came from Real Estate And Politics of Rallroad Trainmen. has also come out
hkmtmmmﬂ:w research into and utilization of the infinite Nor:—uun:’m‘muuh-:olln eluﬂnn:ﬂ:‘:};ﬂ P . Mnnvwdw "AM.!Iph;l:.
Americans must halt has anyone malled out 900,000 propagan: - want it pub- " says. , “would
their pursult of more technical power of & spiritual idea. Cantly Gwinn has only 280,000 constituents inside  solving America's serious monopoly problem.” :

rlwtcommwndwohﬂr
lished, but some Tevealing conversation took place
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