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ON STAGE, MR. LEWIS!

18 possible to be concerned over, yet

tolerant of, the latest grand flourish of

the most unpredictable of all labor leaders,
John L. Lewls.

That beetle-browed Barrymore of or-
ganized labor trod. upon the boards last
week to announce, with his usual flair for
the dramatic, that his miners would take &
two-weeks holiday for a double purpose:
(1) to mourn their fellow workers who
were killed or maimed while working In
the mines last year, and (2) to protest the
pending .confirmation of John Boyd, ap-

inted director of the Bureau of Mines
in 1947 but not yet approved by the Sen-

te.
Tolerance of the strike stems from two
facts:-

1. The stoppage will not jeopardize\the
national welfare, if limited to two weeks.
Workers west of the Mississippl, in the
area hit by this Winter's blizzards, will stay
{at thelr posts in order to keep production
up- to demand. In the East, where there is
already, a 45-day supply of coal because of
the mild Winter and high prodaction,
mines have been operating just two or
three days a week anyway, and no serious
losses of production will occur.

2. Lewis’ desire to focus attention on the
tragic hastrds of coal mining is an under-
standable one. Last year alone 1,015 miners
met death and more than 50,000 were in-
jured in the mines of the nation. Surely
this serrible toll should be reduced and the
miners given the same protection against
tndustrial hazards as other workers.

But those factors do not minimize the
nation's concern over this latest demon-
stration of a labor dictator’s power, either
potential or applied.

1. The use of the strike for purely & po-
tical motive—blocking a pending actlon
by the Senate = 15 a dangerous practice.
The right to strike is a preclous heritage of

the working man, but that right does not
extend to political objectives. We can not
have government by intimidation.

2. Lewls' intense antagonism toward
Boyd directs attention away from the real
trouble spot — notorlously weak state in-
spection laws, and corrupt state officlals,
many of whom are entirely under the con-
trol of the powerful coal companles. U. 8.

" authority over safety codes ls strictly limit-

ed, and the confirmation or rejection of :
Boyd's appointment will have little or no
effect in improving mine safety. What
Lewis should be doing is bullding public
opinion in favor of tighter, fool-proof state
regulations and enforcement.

3. Of even greater concern Is the chance

that this act will back-fire to the detri-
ment of all labor. It has happened before.
Coal mine strikes ¢alled by Lewis in the
past, more than any other one thing, were
responsible for the growing anti-unton
sentiment which found expression in the
Taft-Hartley Act. Now, at the very time
when the nation should be earnestly trying
to work out a labor law which will com-
bine the best features of the Wagner and
Taft-Hartley laws,s0 as to place equal pro-
tection of rights and equal responsibility
for performance on both capital and labor,
all the while guarding the welfare of the
public, the gruff Lewls blasts his way to
the stage again. It Is entirely possible that
his lagest actlon will cause Congressional
opinion to solidify behind the Taft-Hartley
Act or an even more restrictive one. If that
happens, organized labor can blame Mr.
Lewis.
We make a mistake when we measure all
organized labor by its worst example, John
L. Lewls. But all too often his bullish, dom-
ineering attitude give a perfect excuse to
those among us who would seize every op-
portunity to destroy the censiderable gains
labor has made in the last generation.

A CONTEMPTIBLE TRAITOR

OMEHOW the “revelations made in the
) long trial of Mildred E. (Axis Sally)
Gillars didn't arouse the deadly hatred
that most of us hold for traitors. Rather,
they stirred & kind of scorn, of contempt
for the cheap, despicable way in which she
sold herself to the Nazl cause.

It would bave been hatred had Axis Sally
actually accomplished her purpose; to
shatter the morale'of GI's in Europe and to_
stir confusion in their minds about their
reason for being there.

As it was, her sultry insinuations that
sweethearts and wives back home, were
“running around with the 4-F's™ her
torturing descriptions of wounds suffered
by American soldiers; her violent diatribes
sgainst President Roosevelt, the British
and the Jews — broadcast all over Europe
by the German radio—fell utterly flat and,

THEY'RE ALL CITIZENS

BILL introduced last week by Senator

50 far as can be determined, hindered the
U. 8. war effort not one bit.

Those broadcasts, recorded carefully by
U. 8. techniclans, came back to haunt her
during the trial in Washington. They did
not make us mad, but made us feel 1l with
loathing for such tawdry prositution.

All of her tears, her awkward and clumsy
histrionics merely Increased contempt for
an ‘American woman who would sell her-
self to the enemy and then turn around
and try to justify her deeds on the grounds
that she was trying to protect this nation
from Russia.

Rubbish. Axis Sally has forfeited her e
American citizenship and her right to any
sympathy from the American people, and
she will receive the fate she has so richly
earned. .

only one-fortieth of the highway revenue.
that State

Claude Currie of Durham
that the State take over the maintenance
of all city streets and rural roads not now
on the mainteance list hasn't a ghost of
& chance to pass. But if it focuses atten-
tion on the discrimination against urbs
@wellers, it will have accompilshed some-
thing.

This year for the first time, the case of
the urban dwellers was stated forcefully in
Raleigh. Representatives of the N. C.
League of Municipalities asked that the
revenue from one cent on the gasoline tax
be returned to cities and towns for use in
bullding and maintaining city streets.

They. polnted out that one-sixth of the
state’s road mileage is wighin city streets;
that at least 50 per cent of the.revenue
from the motar vehicle licenses and the

‘gasoline tax is pald by urban dwellers,
most of it representing travel on those
same city streets; that the urban areas get

THE EGG AND HIM

NTELLIGENCE that the bristle-thighed

curlew, a Slberian species of the snipe
family s currently nesting on the frozen,
wastelands of Alaska did not arouse us one
bit when we recelved it.

8o far as we were concerned the bristle-
thighed curlew was only of importance be-
cause of its intriguing name.

“Bristle-thighed curlew, bristle-thighed
ecurlew thistle-bride curlew, curley - bride
thisew.” we found ourselves mumbling dur-
ing the day It pursued us to lunch where
we informed. all unthinkingly, a waitress
that we would have “bristle-thighed cur-
lew” for lunch,

Of course, we knew full well the restad
rant had no bristle-thighed curlew to grace
the bill of fare. The waltress, we suspect,
‘Goubted that we had all our marbles.

But, jocularity aside, the bristle-thighed
eurlew 1391 fio small importance to oolo-
gists (and there's another word you can
wrap around your tongue), Oologists — or

in and dfhssity

They
ity for roads ends at the city limits, but
that the gasoline tax and license tax donot
end there, They asked, with good effect:
If State maintenance is to be extended to
every rural bypath (as it would under the
$200,000,000 bond proposal), why shouldn’t
1t also cover urban astreets?

They didn't attain their objective, but
they made progress. The House Roads
Committee approved by a blg majority the
request for the one-cent return. It was

killed In a of

_ Study In Contrasts

THIS 1S SALLY —
WHY BE A SAP7 |
WOULDNY RISK MY LIFE IN*S
OMFoR]

FACING DEATH OR PRISON

\\ FOR TREASON

Story Of An Experiment

Britain’s Health Program

(This is the first of a series of articles on
Britain's sweeping_experiment in soclalized med
cine, with free medical and dental care for all. The
comprehensive stories cover all phases of the

ritish program, with particular emphasis on how
it is working out.—Editors, The News).
By EDWIN SHANKE
Assoclated Press Staff Writer

LONDON
MOST Britons have crossed “doctor’s bill" off their
family budgets. That was the first result for 95
per cent of the population of England, Wales and
Bcotland since Britain's revolutionary soclalized medi-
cine plan became effective last Summer.
There is free medical and dental care. medicine,
eyeglassex and surgical apptances for all. But only in
h the patient doesn’t get a doctor’s or
dentist’s bill. Instead, the Government foots the
whopping bill of $852.520000 out of taxes.
000, mes from the national Insurance fund
to which all contribute, That's the cost for the first
nine months of state medicine in Britain.
The Health Minlstry says approximately 41,500.000
persons have signed as public patients out, of about
50000000 cligibles. Of 21.000 general practioners

18,165 have agreed to work in the program. Dentists
of

have enrolled almost 100 per cent—9.060 out
10,000,

Nearly all 7.000 opticians and 14.000 of 16.000 dru

Government took over 2587 hos-

. It disclnimed 236
pitals which continue to operate privately.

“This is a health service in which everyone is
taking part—the well-to-do he poor” says
Ancurin Bevan, energetic Minister of Health who
pushed the plan into operation after years of stubborn
{‘khllnl with the powerful British Medical Assocla-

on. *

DOCTORS, DENTISTS ARE BUSY

E doctors’ walting rooms are filled, The offices

of dentists are bulging. Hospitals, always under-
staffed and under-equipped, have waiting lists many
times longer than before.

Dogtors complain “we are overworked and under-
pald” Many patients complain “we have to wait
too long to get treatment.”

The Health, Minfstry says “the important thing
to remember 15 that the scheme 15 working. We have
had less teething trouble than expected. Both sides
plainly are co-operating arid in general there are no
abuses. Milllons now are getting treatment they
never had before. Complaints, by contrast, are
measured In the hundreds.”

Britain's ambitious state soclalized medicine plan
wasn't entirely the brain child of the present Labor
Government, It has a long backbround

e British Medical Association, representing the

g

vast mafority of the medical profession. favored &
national health scheme for years provided the free-
and ethica of the profession were

the House Finance Committee. But the
$1,000,000 they are now getting was in- ,
creased to $2500,000 which is°a slight im-
progement over the present division.
Senator Currie’s measure states the jssue
clearly and, in coming years, may serve as
a rallying point for urban dwellers who
have as much right to a good road In front
of their residence as any rural dweller has.

the egg—Iis going to go all out to get &
b-t ¢ egg.

This might Involve labor, for it is a long
way to Alaska and the bristle-thighed cur-
lew 13 not, like the shmoo, golng to plump
herself in front of Mr. Phillip and lay an

eRR,

But hardship has never halted Mr. Phil-
lip's pursuit of the egg. The whooping
crane he has trekked after in Jeeland; he
has sought the tinler prairle warbler and
the humming bird; the bald eagle’s aerle
he has looted of eggs and, to obtain rare
specimens, he has climbed rugged crags,
shinnled up towering trees, sloshed through
the swamplands of da,

And all of this for what, Mr. Phillip?

“To blow the insides out of them and
tuck them away — hollow—in cotton con-
tainers,” he answers.

Collectors like Mr. Phillip are not rare.
People_collect everything from safety pins
to the webs of spiders, from match books
to broken shoe laces, from coffee cups to

of birds" eggs—tell us that the b-t ¢ is an
extremely rare specimen of the snipe clan,
and that to possess one single egg from the
fine bird would be a triumph indeed.

JAn New Jersey, for instance, Fred B. Phil-
lip' — a round-faced, balding man who
@oesr’t give & hoot which came first, the
chicken or the egg 50 long as he can get

‘square-rigged salling ships.

We have a folble, too. We collect collec~
tors. Happy to have you among .us, Mr.
Philitp.

A man wants to divorce his wife because
she hasn't spoken to him for tensyears.
Some people don't know when they are
well off, — Little Rock Arkansas Gazette.

I3

dom. in
guaranteed.

In 1911, Britain introducrd a national health
fnsuranck act giving free medical care to approxi-
mately 23 million persons who eamed under $1.680
annually.

The present program was Inspired by Lord Wil-
Jam Beveridge, a liberal, who produced n “cradie to
grave” soctal security report for the nation during

war.
A coalition government under the Conservative

Jeader Winston Churchill gave the plan impetus in
Parlifinent In 1044,

Drew Pearson’s

But it took another four
Government to conclude Parliament action
the National Health Service Act into operati

EXTENSION OF OLD ACT

BRITAIN'S national health service is a refinement

and extension of the 1911 Health Insurance Act.
One major difference Is that the present scheme i3
. Everyone is entitled to free
medical and dental care, regardless of whether he
pays insurance premiums through salary check-offs
for related features¥of the Soclal Security program
such as unemployment, old age pension and Ingus-
trial injury benefits. A foreigner, visiting England,
may receive free medical care

Because 1t is not an insurance program. there Is
no contract between State and -patient. He can't
rticulnr kind of treatment. He can't bring
Ratnst the-Ministry of Health 1f, for example,
him fast enough to &

He ean clalm the State hasn't fulfilled its
ons.

years for the Labor
d put

Though public patients never see a doctor bill,
everyone paya for the service. It is a charge on the
national income, Most of the cost of running it
all but one-sixth—is paid out of the national treasury
from general taxation. The rest is covered by &
contribution from the national insurance fund.

The Health Minstry originally estimated sdbial-
ized medicine would cost Britaln $598,700.000 in the
first_nine month, The rush for service—particularly
for free medicine, spectacles and dental treatment—
upset. the calculations.

vo months before the end of the fiscal year
this coming March 31. the Health Ministry asked Par-
ament for another $233.520.000 to meet expenses.

The British Medical Assoclation, which is watche
ing the progress closely, estimates the annual cost
will be claser to a billion doflars. That would be more
than a third of Britain's normal prewar budgets.

¢ the present stage, it is difficult to determtne
how much of the cost is golng for red tape admin-
istrative work. One bulky item in the estimates,
however, s 86424000 for 138 exccutive counclls in
England and Wales which administer the service.

e Health Ministry's view on the first nine
months’ bill Is that it covers an abnormal period.

“A pent-up demand for treatment is being met
which gradually will case off.” a spokesman said.
“It renlly- shows that millions more are getting
needed treatment they couldn’t afford before.”

Quote, Unquote

RIMPLIFIED
Editor Sam Holloway of the Deport Times prints
the following from an unknown source:
T always wondered how come it taken 2000

lawvers to draw up that there Incum tacks that
nobody in Skunk Valley can read or tell hed or
tafls about Wi numbers and big

m fine
I'd make won with no

ain't over 4-Gs boro and send your pard. Sam, one
fif of it. If It 18 5-Gs but not over ten, send Sam one-
third and be glad vo

“If it's over 10-Gs send Sam hatf of it—and don't
 too fast and won't live spen

,
g
g
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3
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3
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chew gum in school. So they went right on chewing.
—Fort Myers (Fla) News-Presa.

Stewart Alsop

The Crystal Ball

‘WASHINGTON

denﬂ the war ended has
there been such widespread fear

of coming ' economic storms. This
fear has already had two important
One 15 that

inflation

give & muleading. pictare of the
1s & hard, trreducible

T ol a alowiy U booma. vet sericush
2 not yet be s y
But It proved strictly -temporary, dangerous element in the total
and throughout the rest of the year economsy.
the boom roared on, breaking all , they point ta other
records in employment, prices, pro-  signs which balance the unemploy-
:lwﬂm profits, and every other ¢ figures. Steel production is st
tegory. an_ all-time with 1o end of:
Moreaver, the falling off this year  the sellers market b n
hes been in many t re-  sight. Farm and food prices have
ter than it waf at the  fust s to swing up Agaln, as
beginning. of 1048. There i1, Of they did last year. for "new
J t, and construction this year been
ing, ex nt has  about 3 per cent higher than it
incre: and decisively more than  was at this time last year. Business
it did at Ume last year. Un- investment in. mew planta and
employment now _atands in equipment fell off. as it always
nelghborhood does, in the first months of & new
that the danger of flation B Bt Tean hdd ub the eyt
over point out that there is an- ;1;3 it did at the nn‘i: time Iast

other side to this

coln. For if un- about a bil

Cmployrant, s Digher than it wes  then I m'u"t')‘r-?u:hmm" 7 ot 1948:

::.lne" ye ;L tJmn ;‘n is em-  Machl 1 orders, ‘another im-
anuary of this

there were about e po0e TP R e L o
than in January of  In_ briel, Government

Bt Tehr Tnere 'was & sonal _economisia, there 18 1o TeaT

frop, from January to Pebruary.. to assume that the botem Bad coot

drop was nd, and tnat now
At the same time last e I Al o =

Marquis Childs

The General Good

t there have nfiation, and there is still
been sr:.mphl:‘::n}nmmuu: :ﬁ!urlnnlmmhnhnd I
¥ this yeat than in the Girst months - ment. %‘:m red.
of any year in American history. hy | “Truman,
As for unemployment, Gow ¢ who s rather. y attentive
econ _argue ot to economists,
y,::—cnﬂ uu.y;r:um Dt:m Cret'—be 1y sl m demand- ;
as serous. Unemployment - ing his whole economie program
tigures, it out, are apt from

WASHINGTON nl:_n'nmpmm to eliminate. Un-

Bm the hydroelectric dams the Congress and
that ha

ve been bullt on several
of Americs

great rivers since 1933 .
a concept o general good.
Specifically, they were Intended to
provide flood control and navigs-  thelr
tion for all the people of the re- Per
glon. den .
For that reason, part of the cost
was charged up by instruction of
Congress to benelits which would
not direetly relurn any revenue to . Srnment
Treasury, This i a fact that that
private utility propagandists either i on pro;
Tefuse to recognize or deliberately
distort.  Utility “propagandis
constan!

tribute so

and welfare of the nation.

That is unfortunate since.the de-  the controversy

, throw
children a continuing
ps an ever - mounting bur-

ts that are in
able part self - liquidating and that
cont to the wealth

between
the private utilities, private oper-
er

many suggestions for improving the  ators have buflt
operation of these vast Federal en- 'A's dams and power - projects.
. The er is that the Equally clear is the fact that with-

be lost sight ufly,:n the out TVA power the country could

never
num

have produced the slumi
for 60,000 planes & year in the

r.
The great new projects in the

versy may cut across all the valu-  Pacific Northwest are providing
able work that the Hoover group employment for thousands of new-
has done In trying to prune and comers who were attracted by jobs
pare down the luxuriant jungle =~ In war plants, Without this

of Government. source of power, thers might be
In s report for the serious un t.
ommission by A. B. Roberts, con- n. James Murray of Montaha
sulting engineer of Cleveland,Ohio, has now in!
it s estim that multiple-pur- & Missouri Valley ‘Authority which,

ts

pose river valley projects will cost
000,000,000 in t!

40, he nmext twenty Areat baain of the Missouri‘and ita
vears. The report suggests that the  tributarles. That river vailey i1 now.
t t may be even larger be-  being developed on a sort of o

cause of “extensive shipments of  the-work basis by the Army En-

gineers and the Buresu

steel, power-plant equipment and
clamation

suppiles for ald to Europe” Then
the author of the L says:
ew of the continuing bur-

Perhaps the valley authority fs:

“In Vi the correct way to get the out
den of taxation Indicated by the of every Government dollar spent.
trends shown above, it Is belleved ~ But the arguments should be prie
that now is the time to reappraise one of method and means.
the ents to be anticl-  We are too rich, or, If you will, too

‘multiple- purpose proj-  poor, to let our assets of soll and

pated from
ecta. Once

under way, they are al-  water go wasting to the ses.

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

JOHN L. LEWIS recently won some votes in favor of keeping
one of the Taft-Hartley provisions which labor dislikes
most—the right of injunction to halt strikes against the
public interests.
The National Assoclation of Manufacturers backed by
George Sokolsky and a battery of propagandists couldnt
been half as effective as John For Lewis's
Jieutenant, John Owens, hinted before

Several Scnators who have
Injunctions now belleve t1at injunctions may be the only
way to deal with a labor leader ‘who threatens a strike if
Congress exerclses Its_constitutional right to confirm &
Presidential appointment.

Tnside fact is that previously John L. Lewls used to dom!-

au of He had a brother-in-law

-

tee usunlly are present. sometimes as few as three Demo-
crats have turned up. This once caused consclentious Con=
gressman Jehn Kee of West Virginia to remark, “Maybe
what we need is a police force to get our colleagues to attend
meetings.”

So far statesmanlike Congressman Charles
New Jersey, leader of the Republicans, hasn't taken
vantage of this. But he could easily turn the tables on
the Democrats and put the Republicans in the position of
running American forelgn policy.

As a result the first act of new Democratic Chairman
John Kee, when he took over following Sol Bloom's death,
was to warn Democratic Congressmen it was time for them
to quit playing hookey.

NOTE—Sometimes It has even been necessary to
graph Demderat Joseph L. Pfeifer of Brooklyn at his
to insure his attendance for committee votes.

Real Servant Of Brotherhood

EN Porrest Warren, now on the San Diego Journal,

was a feporter on the Atchison (Kas) Globe, he lost his
wife under the wheels of a train. Perhaps that tragedy
had something to do with causing ‘Warren to spend much
of his time since then listening to the sorrows of others
and doing something about them,

t any rate, Warren has become a treless worker for

Eaton of
d-

tele-
home

through
Now Truman has called for & showdown between himself ~ his fellow men. He has organized a revolving_ wheel-chair
arid Lewls as to who controls Senate confirmations. service In which there are more than 600 wl hairs and
- many walkers for polio victima He originated the San
safi Dicgo Shoe Fund, collecting $40.000 and more than 100000
Loafing Democrats Overworked B.|°°m pairs of shoes that were repaired and given to needy
E thing that contributed to the death of much-loved  children.

Congressman Sol Bloom was overwork. And his work
load was increased by the fact that many Democratic mem-
bers of the House Forelgn Affairs Committee brazenly loated
on the job, leaving most of the work to Sol and the Repub-

While the sleven Republican members of the commite

At Christmas time Warren conducts a Santa-helper pro-
gram by which 4,000 men, women and children are cheered
with hollday presents. books
projected on the celling via films so
patients may read pages on the ceiling above their beds.

‘Warren, now T1 years old, does all this in addition ‘o

i

his regular
Servant of

Showdown Due Between Truman, Lewis

work on the San Diego Journal. He is a real
‘Brotherhood.

McCormick Plumps For Peron

NO

newspaper in
vitriolically, vehemently and

Tribune.

man's military aide,

the USA has fought Harry Truman more
vigorously

than the Chicago
These attacks have also been centered on Tru-
Harry Vaughan. Nevertheless,

“Tribune Publisher Col. McCormick has now found something

‘Truman and Harry Vaughan. He
tina.

informed the

‘were rece! in
stopped McCormick was wined.and dined by the U. 8.
{voy. with. op Government officals of each country
nvited. B
Another interesting fact was McCormick's rabld attitude

toward Europe wh! 50 manifest that

en his Interpreter toned down his remarks. In
Quito, Ecundor, for instance, M told local newsmen
if the Red Army invades m Europe, the only thing i .
can accomplish is to destroy Western Europe. And he made
a gesture_ indicating his ce to such &n outcome.
But Jack Dubols, the n
Latin American, in in ting, gave no of
little his publisher thought of Western 8o
translating he changed the sent o Eastern




