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THE LEGISLATURE AND THE SCHOOLS

(Edttorial Corréspondence)
ALEIGH — Of all the major proposals
which have been lald before the Gen-
eral Assembly 50 far, the emérgency school
bullding progrsm. and teacher salary boost
.advocated - by Governor - Scott are. quite
probably the most popular.

Yet, paradoxically, they will probably
stir up the loudest, and longest, arguments,
for there is a great deal of difference of
opinion about the best way to achleve the
two objectives.

‘The Advisory Budget Commission recom-
mended an allocation of $83,000,000 for the
1949-50 fiscal year school operating ex-
penses. This was adequate for a 20 per cent

" boost in teacher salaries, considerably less

than the $2400 minimum recommended by
and

the
by Governor Scott.

Last week the Governor went before the
Legislature and submitted a double-bar-
reled program: >

1. The-use of the $30,000,000 “cushion™

fund held as a reserve against falling
revenues, plus & $50,000,000 bond issue, to

provide a total of $30,000,000 for & school”

program — the money to be made
avallable to counties “in & manner to be
decided upon by this Legislature as best to
meet this demand.”

3. A salary range of $2.200 to $3,100 for
achool teachers, which would require $104,-
000,000 in the 1949-50 fiscal year, or $21,-
000,000 more than the Advisory Budget
Commission had recommended.

Initial reaction to the Bcott recommen-
dations was overwhelmingly favorgble, but
members of the General Assembly, now
that they have had time to study the prop-
osition, are asking a good many questions,

In the first place, they don't quite like
the way the Governor wants to spend that
$30,000,000 reserve fund. The Assembly,
mindful of the financial woes of the 1930's,
#et it up specifically to protect salaries of
lnr.herl and State employees in the event

another recession, They have cherished
t yehrs, and of them

i

if no threat of recession appears?

Also, how is the State ever again golng
to accumulate such a reserve fund except

From The Gastonia Gaxette

~ THE POLICE

EFORE Gaston County was made “bone

of legal beer and wine, we heard plenty of

y ~
during another period of wartime inflation,

once the present fund is spent?
“ e e
fl\ﬂl other point in'the Scott proposal
which is beginning ‘to meet opposition
1s his suggestion)that the foundation plan
nt financing recommended by a majority

? the Education Commission be applied to
apcmtlnd ezpenses only.

‘The foundation plan, as originally out-
lined by the™ n, was an all-in-
clusive program ﬂnmeln: which lumps
together capital :%hy (now the responsi-
bility of the coutties) with operating ex-
penses (now the tesponsibility of the
State) Into one State appropriation.

It suggested a ratlo — somewhere be-
tween 90 per cent State-10 per cent local
and 70 per cent Btate-30 per cent local—
for sharing the cost. In determining what
each county’s share would be, certain
measurements of the county's abllity to
pay would be employed.

But the important,thing 1s l.hll 1t ine
cluded both, capital outlay and operating
expenses. -,

Along came Governor Scott and recom=
mended that, in addition to keeping re-
sponsibility for capital outlay (othér than
grants or loans from the $50,000,000 bond
issue), the countles assume 15 per cent of
the $104,000,000 it would cost in the 1949
80 fiscal year for operating erpenses only.
Thit would amount to about $15,000,000 in
additional burdens on the countles, and in
the case of Mecklenburg, for example,
would call for an increase of 35 cents on
the tax rate, according to figures submit-
ted this week by Dr. Clarence Heer.

Stated another way: Of the $21,000,000
Beott asked over and above the Bud;at
,000

's $83,000,
lhree-tunrth.l would be put up locally by
the countles.

DR
'I\Hml are other questions to be an<
swered: .

1. Are the indices recommened as meas-
urements of a county's wealth filr and
Just? They are (A) volume of retail sales,
(B) Value of farm products, (C) State in-
come tax returns, (D) Number of persons
gainfully employed In industry and (E)
utility evaluations. Other than the hard-
to-determine valte of. farm crops, they
seem to be “rigged” agalnst industrial
countles like Mecklenburg.

2. Where is the money coming from to
finance the $50,000,000 bond issue? Using
the Governor's own estimates of $14,000,000
& year to carry his $200,000,000 road ‘bond
1ssue, & $50,000,000 school bond issue would
require $3,500,000 & year, an amount he did
not figure on in his school estimates.

3. How would the school bullding funds
be handed out to the countles?" Would they
be outright grants? Matching grants?

' Would they be loans, with the interest

to the wealth of the

county? And would the Btate thereby get a

much-needed volce in the placing and de-

aign of the schools“to achleve maximum
efficlency?

1t's not quite so simple as Governor Scott
indicated, and the many problems cone
nected with ‘s major increase in school

teacher salaries and an emergency school,

bullding bond issue have members of the
Legislature scratching thelr heads.

They seem to want to do as much as
possible for education.*But they want
-umath.ln. mon werkable than the Scott
plan. — Pete McKnight,

CHIEF'S RECORD

per cent. The increase in the number of
bootleggers 1s about 27 per cent.

The left in one's

dzhh on whether complete
would increase or reduce the:number of
-n-uu for drunkenness and assoclated

Police Chief Cll'r Elliott's report for the
month of January throws enough light on
the subject to at least show the trend '-hlt
has set in, if not the

mind are: Is prohibition paying off? Where
are these peopls (164 of ‘them) getying

thelr drinks so they become s0 In-
toxicated they have to be locked up?

to a story from Oakland, Call~

outright. Are we enjoying less frequent In-
stances of crime, now that beer, whiskey,
and wine are all outlawed? Or does the
record show that law ﬂohﬂau are more
on the increase?

Let's look at the police chief's record,
pleking up only & few items such as total
arrests, drunk arrests, drunken driving,
gambling, and prohibition violations:

Jan.  Jan. Increase

18 100 or

Decrease

Total Arresta ... 343 398 Plus 5§
Drunkenness ........ 175 164  Lees 11
Driv. Wh. Drunk ..... 9 4 Pus 8
Cambling ......... 14 30 Plus s
Viclation P. L. eeeee. 19 2 Pls Y

Bnnumybamthnuhtehmm'o
shows an Increase in total arrests, drunk
driving, gambling, and prohibition viola-
tions, with a slight decrease in the number
of arrests for decrease
Lnﬂrmennmhnnlyeum(‘men
beer and Wwins were legal) is only about &

fornla, a woman threw away an old corset
inside which she had pinned a wad of
money. She salvaged the corset off the
dump and tried to find the money but of
course it gone. Moral: You can never
tell what is inside an old eornt._.th-
port (Tenn.) Times.

After getting knocked down by an auto-
moblle, & Chicago pedestrian was haled
into = traffic court on a charge of jay-
walking, which makes him subject to s
$200 fine. This has all the earmarks of &

People’s Platform

Pastor Fm&Ur

Editors, Tuz Nxws:
WELLE I greatly deplore the recent traglc d
deaths of the five' men in Gastonia,- resulting
from drlnuru & polson mixture of paint thinner, and
would like to speak words of comfort to their sorrow-
ing relatives; yet I think undue criticlsm 15 being
irected against the recent Dmhlhlllan of legal w
©of beer and wine in Gaston County, because of l"‘s.
No one would think of arguing that the prohibi-
tion of such ulo was the cause of those men being
as as 1 hate the “blind
tiger,” if such ula of hard lquor should have caused
to be alcoholics, I understand there are many
"hllnd tigers" In the county still nperlunx. where
have molstened their insatiable thirst;
eretore T do ot think the blame lies there. u seems.

use of beer

¥as the primary cause of their Insatiable
alcohol.

8o the God-fearing people of Gaston County took

the first avallable opportunity to close up thoss slop

throw off

coholics of many citizens,
pratsed, and not eriticised;

where justified criticlsm be-
lmu mum bo wel for “us
that in 1808 the

was registered against the repeal of the elgnicenth
amendment. | This should have been taken as &
u.u.ndlu of the peopl mest skeptical,

e by even the
his relgn of p pmhlmuon in spite of abuses by
some nmun Who falled to enforce, yet the irstitu-
tons of the state for the treatment of alcoholism
were eln-d for lack of ol alcoholics tq treat. Drunken-

reduced to the minimwh and many towns
and cmel rarely had l drunk, I cannot ask for
Space to here enumerate the many benefits of pro-

E

hibition’ in our great state, ite of slanderers to
the contrary. .

Now in the face of fs *he same_voters
sent. men to Ralelgh o ‘chrry out the dry policies,
fnd enough of those men lined up with the liquor
interesta to pass & n-.m Jegallze the sale of beer
and wine. This was in direct opposition to the will

of the large majority of the voters of the state
determined were they, it seems to’make alcotolics
of the people that they iIncluded a provision tn the
h' g;; prevented the people from voting on the

So

y
army of alco-
d bedlam reigns

wnm uu wholesale nqubr dealers and the retafl
and the State of
grea

property damage ' caused alcohol, and make an
honﬂl effort to provide for these made destitute by
elr garments will be soaked and their
h.n will be dripping 'Iu: the blood of all who
have been murdered by t) evil power, strong dnuk.
—o W. FINK, Pastor,
Grace Methodist Church,

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

 abens,

ges Prohibition

Hits Jones Pension Stand

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tue News. -

ENCLOSm i3 & copy of a letter T have written
and mailed to Congressman Hamilton C.

mneemlnl his position on the pension plan for vet=

ern

—DON DAVIDSON,
...
Honorable Hamilton C. Jones
Representative in Congress .
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Jones:
OUBTLESS you have already read the attached
editorial from tonight's Nrws (Feb, 17).
As n.vmnm of World War IT (three years over-

reas), usinessman of Charlotte and most es-

peciaily na & tlﬂzzn of this great cuum.ry of ours, T

!eel obliged to try to shake you from your political
mrwy, ‘The very tdea of pensioning veterans of

AN’Y rs is soclalistic in principle and utterly ridi-

cnln\u—ﬂnlﬂcltlly absurd in ce.

per cent with The News editorial and promise that if

pport is given over the pronounced
opposition of m-nv W of your homefolk.

Please, sir, consideration to the prin-
ciple of this mfnurn — further, to its hideous cost
m yeats to c

urge upon vou strict conservatism tn
and ail matters nr Hnlnce and soctalistic luxunc ln
'hla most important Congress in which you represent

—DON DAVIDSON.

Mecklenburg Declaration
CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tue Nrws:
N regard to your article entitled "camﬁun" vr!.nud

In Monday's paper (People’s Platform) that the
statement that Walehtstill Avery wrote the Meck~
lenburg Declaration in the Htukl-h Alexander Rock
Home "ll incorrect.

information was given to me and the author
nf the -rllcl? in the nrrunf! of several members
. M. Pickens of the Methodist
Hnme where lhe'Rnck Home 1s located.

‘e do not wi A controversy and onl’.nm au-
thentic data which the D.AR.'s wish in rest storing the
Rock_Home.

I was brought up s Georgian and not well in-
formed on the Mecklenburg Declaration.

‘The Fourth of July and The Declaration of Inde«
pendence” was to me the greatest event in all Ameri=
can history, For lhll reason I did not check it very
thoroughly.

~—MRS. E. C. MARSHALL.

- The People’s rlutlom cvaﬂubh to any
reader who cares to mount #. Communications
should be less than 300 words, tvr’wrfﬂﬂl 1
Eomble. and on onlu uns side of rap".
ibel and obscenity will de deleted—otherwise
;rdvnfhlinu qae: xnch letter must be signed.
or.

Joseph Alsop

‘What Sort Of Germany?

the
hnﬂnnbymwrwntlﬁm

’11
‘To be sure, mu brings produc-
llan up to unly ree-quarters of

th:

improvement in Germ
doel not help much to solve the
crucial problem. ~ As it
hn dﬂeloﬂed ‘the German problem
fundamental ele-
menu all lhm of -mch need to
: lﬂ\llnly faced ‘without further

oy,

B Sovle
will have the utmost’ dllﬁeully in
organizing even their own zone to
suit their purpose.

Second, the orderly British For-
elon Office accepted the ? permanent

Nuw l.umbﬂon more thm & year

a5 ‘This umu bee-ulo the West-.

o be unf lhd “under Saviet -uptnu.
whun the Kremlin
a truly

Marquis Childs

The Press

WAsHma‘mN

rIms economie medicine men are
anxiously studing the signs u\d
portents to determine
what is mmmu to s, They come
up with strange words such as “dis-
inflation,” which may or may not
mean l.h- same thing as deflation,
ly, of course, politics en-

ters in. wlmlnl Truman Admin-
istration the belier iy growing that

publicans in & kind of secret al-
lance with big business are trying
to talk the country into & aepmnon
This belief is shared by important
officlals directly  concerned. with
ﬂnnx policy.

g to, that belief is the
confidential Tepork of & waiter who
served a luncheon of top-level Re-
publicans _ meef th Governor

Dewe;

Dewey during
recent visit to Washington. - The
walter reported that the conferring

ublicans the sure
way to defeat the Democrata in 1959
and '52 was a depression which
would bear Truman’s name in the
same way the depression beginning
1n 1029 carried the Hoover label.
You can see the clear line of &
political division over the. signiflc
cance of the present economic trend.
To Administrati

stral and
most of thelr economists recent re-
ports of unemployment in certain
areas are indicative merely of a few
soft spots In economy. They
quickly potnt to mamhet that - mare
people are working than ever before
aa.pmf that the-trend s still in-

But the Republicans in Cm[re
make speeches p:

they argue, would
only serve,to speed up the decline,
‘They are counting on signs of de-

e French, British and American
military governors of their civilias
successors.

Tt is better, of course, to have &
‘West German ment on this
model than to continue the tm-
pn-lbl- ummu of Tule by

the occupying forces. But if m.

‘West German
merely n -mu. 1t nll
have all fam| ,‘
eolanl.x -dmlnmnum
These range from tre

10
lﬂpnnllbﬂlty Purthermore, if Ger-
many 10 be condemned to &
nolanm D!ﬂod. it must be alse’
recognized that any

mmlﬂllvm

Iut. For it will be tossed
m ﬁqmmh
nmu

E
]

While colonial political patterns
llw\ylnnhhlnmllmr-»-
pomic* patterns survive. Hence,

ure Grows

pression ta black not alone the. M-
ministration’s proposed $4.000,000.
it the whole 'ﬁ!-
inflation program with lts standby
price controls.
PRO AND CON
In one arena test b
inflationists and deflationists has
T going on for some time. That
is the Federal
g by lasg

pressire

tion W comes from

(kmln sutomoblle manufacturers,
Kalser-

ictously
mlut be mnd.lﬂed Tﬂ']
it discriminal

£

g
14
£
:
i
5
1

‘Within the Board
e chief defender of Requlation W,
be recalled, stepped down a4 chair-
man of the President
Truman ed . McCabe,
a Philadelphis manufacturer in his
place. 3 . be

French Return With Enthusiasm For U S.

‘WASHING'
m historic journey of 40 French “40 men—8 horses” bnl-
cars through the USA is just about over. Except where
huvymn:xw delayed the ceremony the boxcars have all been

o Prench
wuacunx the
meum of ough urged to

tend, Truman mt to & concert a few blocks away from
'Mr' they stood In the cold, presenting thelr gesture of
tﬂendlhln to the people of Wum"lm
did George Allen, the retary of State

Assistant Secret

m ln.nunl!y asks Congress for several million dollars to pro-
mote cultural relations with the rest of the world take the
trouble to go out in the cold the vnmn( Frenchmen.
The-French Gratitude Train Committes had performed
this momentous task without one cent of help from Mr,
Allen's budget or from any U, s. Source; yet the State De
0 do 0, was not

vmln: to send -ula-nohuu to thu nuro-a station to meet
the French visit
vu.-e-?m: ley together with en

However, Blrk
Vmamm ‘and cmmny with Attorney General Tom Cla
and U: ! Stats Jimmy Webb were oul in the

nolnlaym

Did Selves Proud

(N. CJ

Mr. Grant, Nancy Grant's husband that
is, was in on one of those wet days last
week checking on his subscription. Sald he
has seen it t0o wet to' plow, even too wet to
cut farm drain ditches, but for the first
time too wet to top timber—Ellijay (Ga.)

(3

mayors, and patriotic citizens
than the state
t his

Frenchmen are mghmlenlhuduﬂnmznlwhvﬂ&
‘They did not get to kno® Washington officialdom but
did get to know the American people,
They were made Kentucky colonels, honorary :lurm of
Dallas, honorary mlmben of the Lions Club of Ch
Wyoming, inspected great Ooodym Rubber Plant &
Akron, watched the Pueblo In New Mexico
lnd enfoyed the charm and hu-nmuty of the South. And
are going back to France better ambassadots for the
USA than' 100 Jefferson c-nem Dor Jefferson c-mry—;
better than average ambassador—mixes only with the French
lmper crust, who are friends of Ihn United States anyway.
These French rallroadmen, on the ol.hn hand, mingle
with Lhn workers of ce—the people the Communists are
trying te wean Svay mu 'ho to some extent ha
been weaned away. will mingle with the real people of
France and mey wm b better ambassadors than
have sent to Parls since Benjamin Franklin,

Spread Gospel Of America

TAK! the case of M. Charles D'Hagues, & shop foreman of
he French rallways. as a member of the Gratitude

‘Train, He appeared before the jotnt Legislatures

States than Secretary of State Dean

bone of France and he has met llld mingled with the back=
bone of America. Thanks to the recept

Mm a(mxrcmrhl unbu-mnn
tall parties to wi upper crust of Government are
invited but it's tha pmpu of European countries, not.the
Umper crust, who u tssues Bec

m%mmmdwwmhlmwﬂ

mzumumommwtm its missed by the
high-up planners of the t and the Pentagon.
’l‘hqln-ulullplnth‘ tosphere, so busy writing
and shipping to Europe, that uney!urntm

E

people,

- Friendship Foundation Needed

Russ
s in winning over. peopie.  But. the. Prench: didrrs: send
it to him. They sent their traln to the
Ad thats why, despite the ‘cold-houlder given_the
Prenchmen by Presid and the State Department,
the receptions ed_them by the Mayor Joe -Smiths of
Calif,, and yor William O'Dwyers of New York
and the Mayor Welches of Grand Rapids'and the
Fletcher Bowrons of Los Angeles and the Mayor Jim.
Curleys of Boston and all the others were so {mportant.
the im; this people-to-people
tb.mmuﬂm:
Deople, gave
deserved and wilt




