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KEEPING UP WITH. THE JONESES

Governor W. Kerr Scott had a magle

lantern that he could rub and —
préstol—create & whole lot of new wealth
in North Carolins overnight, the Btate
eould afford to sdopt the high standard
of living he has suggested.

The sad but inescapable truth of the
matter is that, barring some millions
handed out in North Carolina each year
by the Federal Government, the money

That we are already pushing the limit
of our resources is obvious. Governor Scott
admits as much. “To Go Forward, it s now
. that we must find more tax
money. ‘nur- 1 no point in playing hide
and seek with this problem” he told the
Legislature this week in asking for some
'$80,000,000 for an education program over
and above the Advisory Budget
slon's- recommendations.

‘The Governor s right in one respect.

all the thin,

1. Virtually every penny of anticipated
yevenue during the blennium, ™ depar-
ture from our traditional printiple of hold-
ing something in reservi

2. All of the postwar surplus except &
$30,000,000 “cushion” o protect State sal-

boosting teacher salaries. Realizing that
st other sources of revenus would: be

needed to carry this extrs burden, the
Governor mentioned several possible meth-
ods: .

(1) One cent & bottle om soft drinks and
on each fountain drink, o raise $4000,000
& year.

2) Ten per oent tax on all amusements,

for $1,700,000 & yea!

) An mmn- in personal income tax
brackets from three to seven and four o
ight per o, 1o produce $3,000,000 a year.

(4) One to three cents cigar tax, $1.300;

x

(5) L"Jm oent per package clgareits laz,

$3,000.000 & yoar.

(8) Increase In liquor tax from 8-1/3 to 18
per oent, $2,500,000 & year.

No one can legitimately question the de-
sirabllity of the whole Scott “Go Forward”
program. It is eminently desirable, just as
a country estate is desirable for the man
who lives In a city flat. But the gulf be-
tween desirability and advisability is & vast
one.

Here we are, & uuu temporarily flush-
ed with prosperity because (1) our reve
enue system reflected wartime and post-
war prosperity, being gesred to income
and sales taxes, and (3) we couldn't spend
our money during the war years. And right
at the very time that prices and earnings
are beginning to level off and, In many
cases decresse, portending a drop in Btate
revenue, we are off on a spending spree
which will deplete our bank balance and
impose heavy new tax burdens on us which
will be much harder to bear in a period of
recession than today.

There i3 a certaln merit to this latest
Bcott proposal, aside from its Intrinisic
worth, in that it reflects the opinion,
shared by this newspaper, that the paving
of rural roads right and left is a nlce
prospect, but not so urgent as the
pressing need for. improving our dilapl-
dated system of school bulldings and
boosting our low teacher salary scales.

Glven a cholcs between the two, there is
every reason 10 believe that the people of
North Carolina would give education the
No. 1 position and roads the No. 3 spot.
And that s essentially the job now fae-
ing“the General Assembly—a decision on
how much we need to do, and how much
we can atford to do, in both flelds.

It does not appear that North Carolina—
415t among the States in Income payments
per capita of population—can afford to
live on & acale as lavishly as Nevads or
New Yofk, which have more than twice our
‘wealth,

MARSHALL PLAN IS WORKING

I8 sHifl 100 early %0 aasess accurately
the sscomplishments of the Mazshall
Plan's first year of operation, but there is
enough proof of e immense value to jus-
tify such additional funds as may be need-
ed to continue & through the next twelve
months.
BCA Administrator Paul Moffman has
asked Congress Yor the total amount of $5,-
580,000,000 divided as follows: $1,150,000,000

fiacal year; and $150,000,000 for additional
transfer of capital goods, commodities, and
services.

The figure may eventually be larger, for
% does not now include any ald for/China

brings
wently believe it can—It will turn out to be
the greatest bargain the American people
ever had™

Also, it 4 an Investment which appar-

From The AHanta Journel

ently is paying off. No one saw more
clearly than the men in the Politburo that
the Marshall Plan would give the peoples

furlous Russian attacks on the ald pro-
gram reflect thelr anger and desperation
at its successful operatlon.

Best proof that the Marshall Plan iz
working according to design is the steady
shitt in requirements. At first the Euro-
pean natlons wanted food and other con-
sumer goods. Now mors than half of the
requests are for machinery and other
equipment needed in rebuilding Europe's

. This change<over from consump-
tion to production means that Europe i
becoming more self sufficlent with each
passing month. Eventuaily the need for U.
8. help will be over and the U. 8. taxpayer
will be free of this terrific burden.

At the moment, however, we must con-
tinue to bear the burden in an effort to
save the world from Communist aggres-
slon. The Congress will be actlng in the
best interest of the natlon if it appro-
priates whatever money s needed.

THE BILL TO GAG GEORGIA’S PRESS

damages against newspapers which have
made honest and errors.

General Assembly now is asked o repeal.
Our defense would have been the justifi-
cation of’truth. Mr. Talmadge, of course,
did not sue, nor would he have sued in any

“Punitive” means punishing. Punitive
damages have no relation to damages ac-
tually suffered. They are a club with which
10 beat one over the head.

" Qetting down to cases, the purpose be-
hind the bill which the SBenate is yet to
eonsider are, we belleve, these:

First, to restore the opportunity for libel
shystering which was & racket among the
lower ranks of the legal profession prior to
the enactment of the 1939 law.

Becond, to throw fear into the hearts of
Georgia editors; especially those of small
espital, and restrain them from criticlsm
of publie officials. In short, the old Huey
Long stratagem.

If we are mistaken in our ]udmenh‘
to the motives, it remains a fact that en-
actment of the pending bill will bring
Bbout those conditions.

Representative Cook of Chattanooga
made an ofation concerning an editorial in
The Atlanta Journal on June 9, 1948, which
had expressed this newspaper's views on
the candidacy of the late Eugfne Tai-
madge. Mr. Cook's oration was Immaterial
and irrelevant. The editorial was an ex-
pression of belief on & public lasue. Had Mr.
‘Talmadge elected to sue, we would not
have sought, nor could we have found, &
hiding place behind any statute which the

In manhood, he was several
outs above those varlous persons who now
are endeavoring to appropriate for their
own devious purposes the political machine
he left. For one thing, while he gave no
quarter, he asked none. He dished it out,
but he also could take it.

-The climax of the House debate came in

& descent to the depth of demagoguery
whe

n

declared the 1939 libel law to be “a part of
an attempt to fuse the races and make us
mongrels.”

The Journal has no eoncern for itself in
the proposed change of the law, aside from
resenting the annoyance that may. eome
from shyster activities .,

We shall continue on/the path we ha
trod for many years. We shall strive to be
accurate and truthful. We shall express our
opinlons on matters of public concern free-
ly and distinctly, endeavoring to temper
them according to the human’ decencles
and-to remain ever-mindful of the grave
responsibility that rests upon a newspaper
to be fair and just.

A newspaper's right of honeat expression
on publk affairs is based on & fundamen-
tal of our liberty and our insti-

People’s Platform

‘A Right Smart Of Whisky’

CHESTER, 8. C.
Editors, Twx News:
N & recent issue of The News there appeared a re-
port of the distribution of whisky revenues from
the ABC stores of Mecklenburg County for the last
qulmr of 1948—a total of $492,000
In the immediately adjoining column (how
inept, of the makewp man)) was the picture of &
driver who had his head cracked would-
be murderers, both of whom ha shot, m. M them
fatally, In the course of the testimony, as reported
in another Charlotte paper. the surviving highway-
man testified that his dead friend had been “drinking

lﬂg‘mnol'hv
dead man, two wounded. &

court trial 'l!h all I-h. lmmmnnl costs, probably
Life im| r death for the er—all at
Btate expense. "This says nothing of the grief and
-hm to familles, or the economic loss to society by
the snapping out of young life.
Add all this up an:
lnvnlv-ﬂ uu un Hulel
the

then add the costs and losses
Sase. !he Aldridge case. the
1 Creech affalr—to mention
nnly s Tew ‘of the m.yar none of the minor,

ring of the liquor business in North Cnmlln- tn
Then include some $2,000,

pen
enough liquor to produce that $500.000
and don‘t to allow for the intangible losses
due |nu and fnefficlent work and im-
p-lred health of the drinkers—I wonder, Mr. Liquor
Advoeate, If you really think the “game i worth the
cant le

egardiess of all the subterfuges about “revenue®
and “ »ennnn\ Iberty” and “can’t enforce the law"

t have you—soclety i not justiffed in sanc-
Je of » commodity that does this sort

of thing to people.
—J. TILDEN SCHERER.

More On The British

Editors, T New
*(QUR friends the British” s your heading of &
letter in the People's Platform Feb. 4.  Can
you cite any instance in which England has shown
any marked friendship for this country? But the
y times she_has m-mruuo the opposite feeling
 Blainly writ on history

In 1776 she fought Lhe “veak, llrunhn: American
them lhj'ct economic n.llvlry o

was

ASHEVILLE

coming close,
having Waaningion, burned
T the publie-pullings foc no tangible reason, B0
motive other than tha of sheer spite.

smaller things we come to 1863 when
this' ¢ountey was slmoat in the throes of death from
the late successes of the South, England, instead of
offering America even a word of support, in con-
recognize the South,

for trade, upecmuy cotton, which those
untries so Io ly ne And they would have suc-
ceeded if Russia had net Interfered with their plans
and sent her own fleet to New York to assist the
American’ Navy in her protection mlnlt mllnnu
and Frai ‘U they had succeeded, whe M our

nunud Mon trine be today?
A thing Tor ¢ nthcr nations to laugh at.
But among umber er bruises, nnuh
eial and other kin !.l n us

t England has gi
the last 40 years, the heaviest blow was mumlm.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

G mded

of lhelr Hven ata

tee the other day. The issue under debate was mot

flattering approaches to
Roosevelt. took us Into World War IT and the finan-
clal burdens it later entatled. It put us in debt &
quarter of a trillion dollars, from which in no ap-
preciable time will we get free; it has put a burden
of tax upon us that will hurry us into our 3
and has placed crepe upon hundreds of thousands of
doors in America that o not to have gone thers
—all this to help England, and for no other purposs
whatever,
Americans have a right to hate England because
but England has no just excuss
ave played the good

through Churchll's wily,

for years ars with no return
To ix & trait of human nature to hate the

whatever.
one that one has deliberately wronged
—JoserR

BELBY.
Wild Spending Spree

Editors, Tur News:
HIS proposed spending spree which has been
offered to the General Assembly in the form of &
bill, reminds me of the war days when everything
was inflated to the dizzy point. We hardly knew
from whence we came. nor Where we Were going.
realize however that war Is not only hell, but we also
know that we have got to indulge in_dangerous
things and treat over dangerous roads. To say the
ast, we are not now engaged in a fighting war.
why have wé got to even consider engaging in wild
financing simply for the sake of creating “streamers”
cross the front pages of all the dally newspapers?
Of course 1t makes good material to write about and
reporters enjoy just that. There la. however, a cost
which should be considered intelligently and with
great care.

The carrying charges on 4200
bulld many good roads
investors In bonds and it mllhl mﬂ keep every
butlder In Ameriea busy every day In the mk but
1t would suggest and even lmu" the people of North
Carolina that we were atill solvent and that we In-
tendnd to remain o,

From a standpoint of fancy bookkeeping we
might be able to show the world that our budget 18
balanced while we have & lmd tax Income of $150.-
000.000 from all sources, even though we have out-
standing bonds to the tune of T bilton dollars
The fact remains, however, that our “economy
balanced”. It's simply another pump-p:

WILMINGTON

000,000 alone would

wv-

T believe in Improvements, to wure, sl I
am unwilling to fool myself that I :ln spend my-
uu into the realms of p Prosperity to me
t 1 do not only rematn solvent, but all
the while T am spending my own money and s
& reasonable amount each payday for the em:
gency that always comes. Witness saveral years
whtn our counctl of state and umer officials were

oving about frantically to find tax money enough
Tn order that Norih ‘Carolina’s cmm might be main-

tained.

don't some of these leaders suggest that
North Carolina encourage small homebullders to
have their
exemption to a point of encouragement.
in roads—yes, plenty of them. But I belleve in
the home first, North Carolina can keep abreast
n( the nation in road building without paying interest

. —RAYMOND D, CHRISTMAN.

Gllmore r-por\od 'n'unun "thal
patrolman stopped one la trucks s

on the undercarringe. The truck making

lu Hn-oun highway

and poured 1800 pounds m its milk um uut on the ground
because the truck was overweight, au- to ice accumulation

Marquu Childs

_ Diagnosis Agreed :

i emte), three .

G0 many dostors are gatbared e

about the Republican bedside tional committes. In this way the

that oven if phatcal health should {ired raaitonalista, who make
reium, the pale, wan petient seems  ne nations! would -

0? alid's pey-
chology. They m!. these doc-
Lore, 1 their general diagnosia.

‘What Gov. Thomas E. Dewey told
the polite sssemblage of diners in
Hotel ballr

torn between
future that man;
u hluk and \mm-nuun;ly Daetie.
The gray heads,

the bald heads in

ballroom _cherished
that warm and happy past. The
faithtul reserved their applause, for
the most part, for Governor Dewey's

inging declaration that the Repub-
lican Party would never Lry to oute
promise the Democratic Party.

But while the doctors agree, they
still tend to put & gloss of
gver the deep-seated naturs of the
liness. Thus, Gov.

to the 2000 votes vhlch. i m-y

had been shifted 1o
slde In three Mlll,
changed the outcome. A
as o faot, although % 4 Alany
1 inat et of the hgh

This optimism Ignores the fact
that if 1t had not been for Menry
w-mu And the Dixleorats, the

Aetory would

Tandslide proportions —-nu shift of
only a small number “of Wallace
voters would have given the Presi-
dent New York's 47 electoral votes.
Such a colncidence of attack from
the left and the right flanks is not
Demo

on Both
flanka and in spite of a candidate
who was generally rated ineffectual
and unpopular. That la the over-
vholmlnl Fact looming in the back-
ground of every Republican huddle.
Where the doctors hlur h u
their prescriptions.
negative, so cautlos, 50 highly ¢ nn-

Sen. Margaret Chase Smith. of
Maine, came closer than ‘Governor
Dewer 16 something tangible when,

roposed a new kind of Repub-

u:-n policy commitise. Tt would be
of three Republican sen-

-mn (with the selection emphaaiz-
ing the “Young Turk" independ-

James Marlow

firing line of

It was somewhat surprising %o
find Oov. Dewey In. h-llemﬂ‘adlﬁ
spesch r!nrdnx to the nm
of beal ton ¢
fallure in Chl-lll This was st thl
moment in hary when the bl

unist armies were riding
ﬂllo Peml on m
USA and with arms
!hl UBA that they had taken with
scarcely a struggle from the demor=
alized armies of Chiang Kal-shek.

— you-
find out what the Republicans
would do about China ¥

in.

Gov. Dawey belabored the Tru-
man Administration for fe wa-
'kldly. hv-huﬂ M’ ‘bureaus-
racy how famillar ~that
TR dod. Tl s et a mensent
when & m)cmy of the Republidans
in the House were opposing is votes
om Amendments the
tlona of Herbert Hoover for remady

Can He Be Put Together?

WAlIn(crroll
BIG Humpty-Dumpty—slopp;
busting out of his clothes, hlll-
hlma with his pockets sewed up.
s the picture of the Federal
Government that’s beginning _to
emerge from the Hoover Commia-
slon's report.

The Commission, headed by for-
mer President Herbert Hoover, this
week fuaued the firat two of fifteen
scheduled reports.

Taken together these

made to run cheaper and better.

The two repbrts made public al-
rudy lhow this about the Gov-
ernm

1. Tta pockets are siched too
+ bocatae it dossnt Doy movgh

money to get encugh men
keep 't

2. u- half-blind because, on ac-
count of the way it's set un "t
can't find 1ta worthy people 20 It
can reward them ing them
along to better jobs.

L, Vin caloows Secaien we w0

loc

etictent. an " ought 2
4 s b\ullnl out e e( I \lcun-

because

ot hand.

quote the the U.
8. Government has become “the
most gigantic business on earth.
You doubt 1t? Listen to one of the

“In leas than twenty years the
number of civil emplvye- has risen
from 570,000 to over 3,100000. The
number of bureaus, sections, serv-
ices and units has increased four-
fold to over 1800,

“And annual expenditures have
fncreased from about $3.600.000,000
(twenty years ago) to over $42.-
000000 And the Commission

trenties.

an emergency

Orundytes of the Republican Purty see
OOP congressmen expressed support for

mmwmma—r—. Tere wre
the highlights of the secret GOP seasion:

organisation Jn  the  emecuitve -

branch.” -
The Commision % made wp
saix Democrata, six I

Govern:

ing Congress or the Pedersl
aystem.
NOBLE INTENTION

a the Government re-

mains only & noble intentiom.

Now you have to walt and ses
‘makes

the 'lo-mup Alr Force, but an increase of both ground and
alr officers.

Before the razor-tongued Missourian finished his lecture,
the nnenh seemed only too happy to settle for & compromise
500 Army officers and 7,500 in the Air Corps, in-
stead of n,ooo new officers as reques

“The trouble with you fellows Is that you are always
clamoring ot more rank. more atars and more pay.” bluntly
asserted Short, “Your only interest in peacetime i pay
and rank,

"I'm & strong supj of 70 alr :mup., but what we

need now is more planes, more weapons and more enlisted

men—and fewer colonels and generals. ’n\u senseless yam-
more t!

mering for extra rank han the taxpayers
can bear.
“u uvu needed !ur security—yes, I'd be for i, but I'm
t golng to-approve any further robbing of the taxpayers

Whens the. curtent officer strength is sufficlent to meet the
present-day emergency, which the State Department tells
us isn't too serious.”

Chiairman Carl Vinson of Georgia heartily agreed, though
Rep, Paul Kilday qf San Antonto, Texas, held out for the
21,000-oflcer inc:

ou can Justify the Increase In view of present con-
ditions.” said Vinso * The taxpayers are carry-
ing all'they can ctual war emergency, and
that 1s not in pm-put W e present time. If we gave you
tellows all you want, we might wreck our economy.”

VR : Hinh

tutions which is far higher than any puni-
tive statute that might be proposed by the
gentlemen from Teifalr, Dodge, Baldwin,
‘Toombe and Montgomery. ’

r
Jolm R on.uonl » Philadelphia dairyman, hu

Jodged s stiff protest with Truman about the
the Misour! State Mighway Department treate

"y non=

trp to Tulsa, Okla, to help Telieve 'a milk shortage there.

The Philadelphia dairyman reported that the Missourl
Btate ngn partment wouldn't even let the truck pro-
v miles to & mllk !M(lun—-whcre the overweight
milk mnd have been u and sent to & hospital or
charitable institution. Imluu they ordered the milk dumped
on the ground on the

Senatorial Luck
N‘W MEXICO'S Sen. Clint Anderson, who not long ago -t
at the head of the Agriculture Department, took s back
seat in the Senate the other day after losing a llu-e‘-t bet.
occasion was the drawing for Senate seats by the
twelve new Democratic senators. The coveted seats are up
front near the rostrum . However, only two of these were
lvllllble ln freshmen nenlmn
n Johnson of Texas, one of the twelve, complained
that he nl‘VEl’ had any luck at drawings. Nevertheless he bet
five cents with Anderson over who would get the best seat.
Anderson reached in the hat and drew a rear seat. John-
son awaited until last to draw. So did Oklahoma's 8en. Bob
Kerr. Neither wanted to draw. first.
“You were In Congress before me.” Kerr deferred.
nhrud and draw.
t you were governor of a state” Johnason protested.
*“That's higher than & mn[n‘nmlu You draw first"”
Pinally they agreed to reach in the hat the same Ume—
and [o'- the only two front -llh avallable to freshmen.
Johnson also collected a nickel from Anderson.

GOP Changes On Tariffs

“

“Go

great apple-growing section

Both Holmes and Kean argued for & amendment to give
“Tariff Commission at umnmyhnn
tions to the President on tariff reductons,

im Wadsworth of New York fo inquire:

Momdl!tp Robert J. Oorbett of Pennaylvania: “For
years my Pittsburgh district was s stronghold for the high
tariff, but now the majority of my Deople are

high tariffs, That includes,

“They’ll live to regret it” countered Col
stater, Dick Simpson, dean of the Pennsylvania GOP Nouse

New York's Dan Reed alao tossed some verbsl harpoons.
clatming that the Admlnhtndm had discriminsted against
Amarican hudnmby(lﬂln‘wv\lu\'mlw clause” in the

Uil whereby trade could be opened up And remegoti-
-Mhmwhm peoducers were injured by
foreign competition.

In genersl, however, debete showed ihet ihe GOP
had learned lbﬂ.‘““l—iﬂ
subject of tarifhe




