THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

0th Anniversary Year

THOMAS L. ROBINSON

.. Publisher
-General Manager
-.-Executive Editor
Editor

THURSDAY,” MAY 20, 1948

Clues To Peace Talk Puzzle

RUwA 1s in no position to wage a major
war and her leaders entertain no Idea
of world domination, we are Informed by
Walter Duranty, writer and foreign affairs

who doubt Russia Is sincerely seeking peace

concede that the Soviet's economic position

and her heavy industries aren't strong

enough now to support hostllities. Mr,
's that our

observer who spoke before the
Club of Charlotte this week.

Mr. Duranty is an outstanding authority
on the Boviet Union, which he covered for
years as correspondent for the New York
Times, and his opinions command great
respect. If his analysis of Russia’s situation
and the thinking of Russia’s leadera Is cor-
rect, then we have the anawer to the puzzle
ereated by the current Soviet “peace offen-
alve”

Most observers—and that apparently in-
cludes everyone in the Truman Adminis-
tration and the Republican Congress—are
inclined to look on the Russian move for

quarters think Russia wants and needs a
lull in the cold war lends weight to the Du-
ranty assertion that Russia lsn't prepared
for a hot war.

America and Western Europe have now
started on an immense preparedness and
rehabllitation program. Russia and her
Eastern satellites do not have the resources
to match the West in this competition, and
no lull in the “cold war” is likely to give
Russla the time she needs to get ready for
war.

It Russia lsn't prepared for war now and
has been convinced that she can't keep up

a settlement with the greatest suspicion. ’Kllh the West in the military race, It Is

Many regard it with open alarm as a
‘Trojan horse trick. Typicai of this attitude
je the following comment from DeWitt
MacKe: , Assoclated Press forelgn affalrs

have %0 answer &

 lull in the cold war to give her a chlnu
o :umaun.u her gains and

economic position, especially heavy hmuw-
v.m- hich would be meeded If war over-
took her.

It s lnurentinz to note that even those

possible to believe that her leaders have
abandoned the idea of world domination
and turned to a peace policy as a measure
of self protection. Russia always has placed
her nationalistic Interests aboye Commun-
st world revolution.

Under this interpretation, Russia's pres-
ent “peace offensive” would be viewed as &

stage-setting for
definite offers of co-operation. Russia nat-
urally wants a settlement on the moat
favorable possible terms and her current
overtures serve the purpose of bullding up
hopes and sentiment that would rush the
West Into acceptance of the real Soviet
proposal when and if It comes.

Events In the near future will tell the
story. Meanwhlle, there is reason to be-
lleve that Moscow has had enough of the
cold war.

‘Shout Freedom’ Mecklenburg

LEGETTE BLYTHE'S historical drama

of Mecklenburg. which opens a two-

‘week run at the Southern States Falr-

grounds tonight, we have a notable dem-

onstration of the explosive effect which
has on men.

Old Gov. Bill Tryon, Lord Cornwallis and
George III of England were astonished and
pained by the forces which freedom re-
leased among a lot of Carolina backwdods-
men in the 18th century. The English rul-
ers were beaten in a war and lost their
rich American possessions in the New
World because they had so little under-
standing of the power that liberty Invests
in common men.

‘This movement' ran 0 strong in the Car-
olina wﬂdnrneu that lt produced the

which was -Aupud n lttle chmom Town
173 years hgo today, fourteen months be-
fore the Continental Congress In Philadel-
phia was ready for that epochal step.
Somewhere in Blythe's stirring drama of
those times, “S8hout. Freedom!", one of the

how much free men In America have
achleved since May 20, 1775. It also s an
heartening promise, for the same splrit
that sustalned the early Americans in
their trials is equal to the task of winning
freedom for the world in our time.

In “Shout Freedom!" we also have im-
pressive evidence that freedom stimulates
the creative impulse in men in the cultural
field as well as in the political and other
fields. This production is a work of patri-
otic devotion particularly on the part of
LeGette Blythe, who wrote the script: of
Lamar Stringtield, who composed the
spirited musical score; of Kenneth Whit-
sett, who designed the picturesque sets and
scenery; of Thomas B. Humble, who di-
rected the drama; and'of the business men
and club women who backed It.

Mecklenburg treasures its memories of
John McKnitt Alexander, Thomas Polk,
Captain Jack and others who tigured In the
herolc events depicted in this symphonic
drama. We are confident that those great
ploneers would be equally proud of their

on the
events in recolutionary Mecklenburg, say-
ing that the uprising in this frontier com-
munity might well mark the birth of a new
order not only for America but for all the
world. That s an effective reminder of

in the “Shout Freedom!" com-
pany who have worked together so well to
preserve the Mecklenburg heritage and
perpetuate the spirit of 1775 in the grand
spectacle at the Southern States Falr-
grounds.

Stay That Way, Charleston

"Wm:vm I am asked about parts of
the country I have seen I am al-
ways tempted to say that I have seen most
of the United States and that I have also
been In Charleston . . .

“South and north of Broad Street lie two
different worlds. North of Broad, Street live
the middle-class familles, kind, warm-
hearted people, full of prejudices and en-
gaged permanently in struggles against
mounun( living expenses and shrinking
incom; . . Bouth of Broad Street, in
homu whl:h were listed in art books as
national treasures, Charleston entertained
us with the charm and style of the Hun-
garian aristocrat. Their gardens and their
homes revealed exquisite taste” — From
Two on a Continent. by Lili Foldes. (New
York: Dutton, 1947. Excerpts quoted in The
Christian Science Monitor.)

This 1s the time of year when many of us
may look forward to a Charleston visit.
Those who have never been there should
prepare themselves for a major experience.
Those who have been there, and have an
opportunity to return, in many cases do 50
with the tender nostalgla of re-examining
an old love affair.

From The St. Lou

Globe-Democrat

It Is not an experience which can be
savored in haste. The culture of the city
and Its people is dedicated to leisure. Busi-
ness flourishes, to be sure, but it adapts it-
self to the centuries-old pace or It finds It~
self unwelcome.

To stroll from St. Michael's south .and
turn into the side streets which were im-
portant when New York City was a village
and properly to absorb the atmosphere of
the place, one casts aside the bustling wor-
ries of the present and gets a better per-
spective, Wars, including the most recent,
have not marred the face of thls city. Its
homes, Ita churches and even Its businesses
stand serene. The quality Is Indefinable. It
is felt rather than seen. Wilmington and
Savannah have it to some extent. and so
does New Orleans In a slightly different
way. but It is epltomized In Charleston

If you are lucky enough to have a true
Charlestonlan for a friend you should not
mention these things, however. To try to
dissect an aura s sacrilege. Among Amerl-
can citiey Charleston Is unique. It 18 not
different from the rest of the United
States. The rest of the United States is
different from Charleston.

UN----Not A Bust

ONE s 56 flimsy-minded as to believe
the glistening hopes in which the
Dnited Nations was created almost three
years ago have been fulfilled. The UN has
failed to achieve Big Five ynity, to secure
the peace, to stamp out in the

Not only that, but through United Na-
tions debate, the Western democracles have
been drawn closer together. More nation-
alistic suspicions have been dissipated than
we realize. Understanding has grown and

world. But to conclude despalringly that it
13 a total bust is not acute thinking.

If the United Nations has done nothing
else, 1t has spotlighted world purposes and
brought a clearer understanding of forces
that exist, thelr design, and the dangers
Inherent but often unappreciated until too
late. As James B. Reston, New York Times'
forelgn affairs expert, observes In Look
Magazine, the forums of UN's Security
Council and Assembly have heralded to the
world Russia’s purposes in Eastern Europe,
the Kremlin's refusal to co-operate in
plans for free determination of govern-
ments, for atomic control, for an end to
Communistie expansion.

prog
Moreover, the fralltics of the UN Itselt
have been demonstrated and opinion is
growing for more power, the authority of
enforcement for its rullngs. There Is even
clamor for banishment of the veto, an im-
possible move now without wrecking the
UN, but probably a revision of the future.
The United Natlons Is not dead. It has
not been just another hoax of Idealiats.
One Iimportant function it holds is the
means of Kremlin compromise when that
time may, pme. It Is an avenue for rap-
prochement. UN is riddled with fauits. But
it 1a not an eplc futility and still may de-
velop to become thls generation's greatest
contribution to peace of the future.

—Or Bust

How Secure?

‘Social Security Issue Revives

N 1935 Congress passed the Social Securily Act as &

bulwark against future depressions. Foundation
of the Act was a system of Insurance by which the
Federal Government would collect {rom a worker a
small percentage of each pay check and from his
gmploer an equal percentage of each pay roll At
a5 Insured worker would be eligible for retire-
ment benefite bused on ings. The objective
waa 1o provide Incame.for mons which they
could claim a8 ‘& Fight and. therefore not need 10
apply for relief.

Twelve years later, less than half of all
tired men of 63 ar more were recelving beneflis rmm
old-age and survivors insurance un 1al
Becurity ‘A€t or the speclal retirement syviem  for
Twiiroad and government workers About 12 miltion
were recelving soctal security benefits and 700.000
were getting rallroad, government, or veteran pay-

ments

On the average s retired worker under social
security in December, 1947, was receiving $2490:a
month. If he bad a non-working wife over 85. he

was getting another $1245. Under the law the mm-
fmum benafit s $10 & month for a slm{lz retired
worker and the maximum which ca: claimed on
the basis of one worker's salary (mc\udml bene-
fits for dependents) is $85.
In contrast, the average p-yment ror sa o pere
tef b

and local f

Thus nearly twice ax many e now are
on rellef Tolla an re recelving retlrement benerita
from Insurance,  And relief payments are half again
as high,

pl recelvin,
public assistance, supplied by combined Federal, State,
fund:

N7 glear st basle cbfectlie ot U Bokia), B
curity to do twav with as miich need far re-
et e poraible by BuIINE Wp wn Insuramer syetomn
which would pay adequate benefita_iy merting witn
only limited success. ne expected that this
objective could be uzmm(’ overaight. gince insur-
ance trust funds must ilt up over a period of
veurs. But meanwhile” prices
Tapidiy that benefits

~
system with a view to making it work better.

In the 80th Congress, the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, which handles soclal security mensures, asked
an advisory council of distinguished citizens. headed
by Edward R..Stettinfus Jr. former Secretary of
State and now rector of the University of Virginia,
to find out what's wrong with the system.

Beginning its studles with the basic old-age and
survivors insurance. the Council reported last month
that weaknesses of this system are two-fold: not
grough workers are covered. and benefits are too

Only about three out of every five workers in the
country pay soclal security axes. Of the monthy
average of 56 million paid civilian jobs in 1047, Just
over 34 milllon were covered by old-age and sur-
vivors insurance. These Included most workers in
commerce and industry, from the clerk in the corner
grocery to the workers on the asse

But the other 22 million are
system  Large groups excluded are: 5 million farm
eperators, 16 million farm laborers, 17 million do-
mestic tervants, 8 mullion  self-employed, not on

bly line.
left out of the

Dr e Pearson’

Merry-Go-Round -

7 bullet-plerced. bound-up body was found

with the Greck Government.

In the first place, only the Greek Government “Royalist ‘Ethmos’ has
access to his broadcasts. Only they knew how critical he  pondents' who write “unfavorable and misleadl
the Amer- >

had been of Greek rightist attempts to sabotage
lean reconstruction program Greck puerrillas.

on the

fanns. 1 millon emploved by educational, religious,
and other non-prolit organizations 5 million
rallroad workers 2 million Federal employees and 3
milon state and local government employees
The Federal and railroad workers have their own
Federal retirement systems.  But the other 18 mil-
lion workers have no chance to build up old
nuities unless their emnlovers Work out private pen=
son svstems or the workers themselves can flnance
the high cost of commercial Insurance annuities,
gaps 1 old-age and sufvivors Insurance
coverage work special hardship, not only on workers
on those states where
In a highly

workera are In the old-age Insurance system, nearly
twice as many people aged 65 over are receiy-
ing_cld-nge insurance benefits as old-age assistance
irelief) s
most of the working population are in excluded farm
groups, the proportion of relief to insurance bene-
ncmlu lmuni the aged is nearly 6 to 1.
assistance also a part of the social se-
surtty. s)nlem Is ‘inanced in part by the Federal Gov-
here is no correlation between
state's resources and the Federal Government's
tribution, State money In New York h matched tn
e same proportion s Stale funds in Mississippi.

A SECOND weskness painted out by the Adviscey
Council Is that benefits now Dﬁld ugh
for retired persons to iive on enthly Income of
82490 In 1947 required A\lpplpml‘n'nlinn either from
private sources or public assistance, and so partially
defeated the main objrctive of insurance.
® I8 not 50 wide & state-by-state variation In
frsurance beneflt pavments as in the proportion of
workers covered. _Aveiage benefits for a single re-
Ured worker In December. 1947, ranged from $18.81
In Missiastpp! to $2729 In Conm-ﬂlcut ‘The strik-

ing fact is that. on the average. and in three-! xmmm
of the states, rellef paymen to e we
higher than_insurance benfits, In_Arizona. ror
instanc ere insurance benefits were about
same a5 the national average. relief payments were

e benefits

—the states where
insurance AsIStANCe  payments

were rural stales Al of them are in the South —
Congremional Quarter!

Quote, Unquote *

Why, why is it that people—male and ifEiale
Who are the epitome of graclous courtlines the
home, will shove each other aside in public puce-
let doors close In each other's faces, risk property
damage to dash into w parking place someome else
has been waiting for—and then turn and smirk in
arrogant triumph? Where is courtesy? With th
t10Ws of sesteryear?—shreveport Times.

Writer Louls Bromfleld says food prices will
continue to rise becnuu the Ammc-n farmer uses
five acres to produce food that
'And not with any invidious reference to thay
writer It may be sald that paper consumption will
continue to rise because writers take five pages to
my what could be mald In one page — Arkanaas
Gasette

Wing_extremists.
revealing story. In writing to m
who were critical
trouble. for he sald ightwing 1s trying

ber of us Ascredited or remaved fram Qroece.”

Marguis Childs
Mundt

WASHINGTON
"HE House of Representatives
has approved m plece of Ingla-

lation the like of which has never
been seen under the Ameri-
can form of government with its
suarantees of froedom o spesk,
freedom to worship
o vote, 10 would give to the A
torney General of the United Buates
powera so broad that he could regu-
ate and coerce the thought of mil-
lions of Americans,

In its first test, lht Mundt bill
won approval by more than seven
Tt got the votes of those
very Representatives who talk
loudest against regimentation and
the power of the state.

In this and two following col-
umns I want to analyze that byl
in relation to the problem of free-
dom versus security. The Stassen-
Devwoy debats has helped to put the

e forefrony of public In-
!erecl. But even so, most Ameri-
cans, distracted by the problems
of living in a period of soaring in-
hardly aware of what
It s high tme, In my
opinion, that they understand the

ue.

CLEAR PATTERN
In the haystack of fact and fic-
tion that the House Un-. Amfrlr-n

Activities Committee hna
gether. the pattern of the Irl-
torial Communist Intrigue s clnar
enough for anyone to see. It has
been spelled out many times be-
fore. perhaps most clearly and au-
thoritatively In the report of the
Jommission that

prcr it by law. He and his col-
leagues put a great deal of time and
study into drafting the Mundt
bill
In my opinion, that bill throatens
the foundation of the house of free-
s & grant of almost
dhetatorial pawer that could bo used
not merely to check the Commun-
Ist conspiracy but to end all inde-
pradence of thought in this coun-
ry.

The bill. n Scction 4. provides
that 1t shall be uniawful for any
person “to attempt in any manner
to establish (n the United States
a totalitarian_ dictatorship, the di-
rection and control of which is to
be vested in, or exerclsed by or un-

Samuel Grafton

Coup For

NEW YORK

ENRY WALLACE has scored
tremendous coup in l’elunz nu

e plan accepted,

b! Premler Blllhl Official Amnm
will be flabbergasted because it is
almost unheard of for the head
of & state to make a formal reply

s s
political "documenta Savin 't do
with consolidating the Pro-
tocol Is not merely being “violated:
it 15 being shredded.

Yet we have lo remember that
any peace proposals arising in
America loday are almost cortain

taining them when they are made
abroad.
HARDLY LOGICAL

And s0 It 18 not very logical to
protest that Stalin should not have
addressed 10 a “controver-
sial” figure like Henry Waliace,
Non-controversial figures simply
't _making peace proposals; in

n
* fac: € the making of pesce pro-

In Greece, George fought the gralters and the right-
An articlé in Harpers Maguzine told s
told how reactionaries
T the Governiment. soushy t diicredit American. newsmen
Apparentiy he had some premonition of
: to get & num-

posils which ge man marked
5" being ‘contfoversial, these daye.
s no “out” in
noring the new unofficlal Ameri-
can-Soviet exchange on the ground
that It involves a couple of dis-
puted characters, Stalin and Wal-
lace. Almost any peace made with
Russia Is going to involve Stalin
in some way: It would be awfully
hard to keep him out of the pic-
ture; and almost any American
who' takes the position that we
ought to deal with Russia 1a all too

wing 1s Homer
the moment,

about the Greek Government,

eorge continued.

corres-

Nories  Yore Herald Tribune'

L4 .

-
der the domination or control of,
any foreign government, forel or-
ganisation or forsign individual>
1L goes on with e ore specifia
lanauage And provides penalties ine
cluding Imprisonment. up =Y

WOULD OUTLAW PARTY

As Rep. John
pointed out in the debate, lhll
Sould Include the Communia
ty, and therefore the bill ouun-
the party even though ita sponsors
aay It does not do so. Harold Stas-
sen.aid the same thing iz his de-
bate wi . Dewey.

Under the bill, “Comm:unist-ront
organizaticns™ t register with
the Attorney General and publicly
make known. in & vartety of way,
the fact that they are uniste
front organizations. The bill sets

a “front” r the
communm polmul

The fourth test tion
taken or ndvmm by it (the tront)
from time on matters of
palley" 1t “% ‘Tlia 1o ‘pasn -some
or all” of the tests, then “it s rea=
sonsble to conclude” that it s &

eral decldes that the front's “views
and policies are in general adopted
and advanced because such views
or policies lre |h0l' of & Commun~
15t politic nization, & Com=
muniat forelgn Fovernment or the
world Communist, movement . . »
(previously defined

One of the 'mzznaa commenty
used” by Communist political
ganizations, the bill sets !enh. -
“the Inciting of economic,

granted the Attorney General would
not haye to be stretched very far
to covel 0l'll!l izations

n a wholly American way to

an organizal
had been publicly branded as Com=
muntst.
Before this can appear tn print,
the bill may be amended. But ta
the opinion of many who have
studied it. no amount of amending
can remove the danger to freedom
inherent in it. nor will
make it constitutional.

Wallace

likely to ﬂnd himself becoming &

disputed
The reatly” mportant thing to
nots is that twice within a week
the Russians have mads overtures
tBat both

ny
BTRANGE INJURY
By doing so we turn peace
and peace talks ove
ly to lhl l!!l. both on & 'orld acale
ﬂ:u!ﬂry 'nun [
to
hurt.the Tett; u M -bmn ‘s Cuate
ln| a blow aa sending it ﬂn'nrl
andy. Nothing could
demonatrate the perts of that dull
conformity into which we are atnk-
ing than Just this feeling, that we
ars in gome way by ty injur-
ing the left by giving it & world
monopoly on the slogan of peace.
We are 5o busy agreeing with each
other that we no longer see what
we ought to see.
‘And it we ourselves can no long-
er ralse the demand for discuasione
‘woulg

self - the greatest o( Aarguments
against the method we have chosen
for stabllizing the world. It is an
odd program for ultimate agree-
ment and accord which doesn't
oven et us utter these potent
wardd, gives them casually
ey 0" the other e

: Polk Slaying Linked To Greek Rightists

WASHINGTON

(5 EORGE POLK, the American news commentator. whose
in Salonika

Bay. wrote me a letter before his death about hix troubles
Based nn this letter and other-
wise, evidence points to the probabllity that rightist forces
within the Qovernment were responsible for Polk's murder

et another reporter who had provoked the Greek rignte
T Blgart, of the ‘New

a'newcomer in Greece,
the “treatment’ that otliers of us already have had. In par-
Ueular he in being denounced by name a3 8 Communlat.
is being ridiculed for ‘looking at things ipeide
being refused lnurvlewl by perso: e
relgn " Minister Tyaldaris. The New

York Heral 4 Tribune

At
rt is getung

has dmoun:ed !, by Royalies

“Emoros’ for ‘bad faith in publishjng un

orrespondents ia being made by the
el h ad evetything; Lo/ ein] frge the IATVIEWS WU iy pitient oo, Xnown aa the Populis Party. Under  ‘Someone Will Get Hurt®
JE ) e lendership of Deputy Prime Minister and Forelgn Min- H h .

In urdition, all sorts of obstucles hud been placed in ) . » OHN O'Donuvan. of the London '‘Observer.’ is sharing
Pollcs puth The Greek Government did not want him m ' Constantine Toaldaris, Key Populit members Hgonih: Bigart’s ‘treatment” Two other , Btephen Bar-
Greece nnd did everything possible to get him out. Here i il (00 FEER Fer of the London ‘News Chronicle’ and his wife, Mary
a samnle of Greek obstruction evised offensive Barber. of 'Time' :h-::uu recently encot e ux;nma a little

uring the past four davs, I've been trying to make o more effective rightwing retaliation. At Ioannina
arrrnur’nrlsla for 'I’lvm( to Solonika.” Palk wrote, E“n been Gredk Ambussador Criticizes were prevented for some time from proceeding to Konitsa
lo the Porelgn Ministry Dress wection. to the Greek Al “Ax an lllustration of the method of attack, consider a becaust of—and this charge was made to them fn
. to the Qreek commercial afr line. and  Jetter concerning me written by Greel assill
l" travel priority departinent. Toda¥,  pendramis. an ultra rightist supporter of the Tsaldarls cnque correspondent _who ncountered news
Iy work and innumerable |.-|.~|-.mmn Strangely enough, Dendramis wrote to CBS President Frank ~ gathering troubles )i Predy Sparks, of cago Daily
iase not !uu:eed(d in making #ny arrangements. Etanton  complaining about my article on Oreece In the News' In fact, Sparks has written s bitter story about his
v ted up in Tape, The airlines will December ‘Harper's Magazine. Dendramis is smart enough €xberiences at being denied out wl
3 whether thu‘ h-n a seat or not. First, I've got 10 ot to write to ‘Harper's because he knows the magazine (rying to cover the Konitsa bat
produce a priority: but i can't get the priority until I €1v¢  propoply would publish the lettere, thereby enabling me i betlem of the n.m'mn sttack on the other
the seat number and flight number and date of the plane I er his charge in print. ere is
will take. Bo, back and forth I've been like a tennis ball o ae e I et e et rather oS Pl heis) ohfuscation. There s ‘mothing %0 tangible
The plan s to make me frot mysell into a tizzy —or perhaps red AEh toe otack h"’m i S ealtiad’ thet qutispokan sorship or blunt refusal to a rter to visit the
give up the trip. Yet if T made an issue of all this red tape, P 3 e L] Intatry of Fotelan Affas €IVl War arcas. instead. there la a clever plan making news
everybody would blandly sav that Polk In stmply ‘im- Teparters on. e ey, he - Ministey t work In Oreece as difficult as possible for critical corres=

patient”

Polk Was A Battler

((; FORGE POLK was a fighter. whether as newspaper man
During the war

Navy pilot he was in the thick of the battle of Guadalcanal

broke ‘nis back In a crash landing, came home to fight for

¥ or i the service of his country

unification of the Army and Nav)

the things that griped him was his memory of
the water with the Navy refusing
Army.

an Army pilot sinl
resc!

ue him until i cleared with the

plaining that thelr correspondent

ness at interviews
as &

tributes
“Another_correspondent

1 know this ~harge ia a le

rived in unaccompanted

spread malclous slander

has just written to the ‘Christian Sclence Monitor®
eece, Conatantine iy
Argyria, is guilty of uxng offenaive Innguage in dealing with

Greek Government officials and also is guilty of drunken-
Knowing Argyris as well as
the highest respect for his profesional

‘who has drawn Greek right-
wing fire Is Ray Danieil of the ‘New York Times.'

reece by his wife and when his
articles proved displeasing b:nr the mhwm‘ politicians, they

oM poncenta

addition. now

writing such _critical

and per-
lines. that he wi

murder, however, may
to the surface the

He ar-

that end,
regardi

stories _on
faction of the Government, the
hints that ‘somebody is likely to

Poor Grorge didn’t know. when he wrote u\w proph

the American people ves
this column wil
dynamite-laden Greece.

hat s many correspondents are
the dominant rightwing
re a number of vague

etle

0 would get “hurt.”

3

be the cause celebre hich 'm bri
ly scandals of Greeceec whi

much need to know -bmt To
| soon publish further revelations



