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America’s Town Meeting

Wn.b A Third Party bring us peace and
prosperity?

That question will be diuuued tonight
in 4 coast-to-coast broadcast from Char-
lotte in America's Town Meeting Of The
Air. We use -the word discussed advisedly
since we know that this question can’t' be
settled by even such famous authorities as
Columnist Dorothy Thompson, Publisher
Dwight McDonald, Senator Glen H. Taylor
and James Stewart Martin, Progressive
Party leader.

an-lcuns and political thinkers iave
been muffing the peace-and-prosperity
question for centuries and we don't belleve
that thejr, mental powers have been vastly
Amproved or that the problem has been
greatly simplified by the entry of the 'nnrd
Party into the picture.

1f e were completely cynical, we would
say that this question will never be settled.
However, we think there still i5 a chance
for an order in which there will be no war
©or want. Our optimism on this score doesn't
spring from a faith in politicians and col-
umnists which we have been hiding from
our readers. It owes a great deal to the fact
that we have institutions like America’s
‘Town Meeting Of The Alr and cltizens like
George V. Denny Jr., the native North Car-
olinian who is the founder and moderator
of this great medium of public enlighten:
me:

at. |

Bo long as America continues to debate
its differences jn this fashion we have a
chance to come up with the right answers.
Perhaps this point can be stated betfer in

another way, by saying that so long as
America has differences and is able to air
them freely we are on our way toward dis-
covery of what's wrong with our civiliza-
tion. If we should ever stop having differ-
ences of opinion we would find ourselves in
& worse {ix than those countries which are
forced to conform to a one-party line un-

. der the secret police.

For its work in cultivating more differ-
ences, as well as for its service in broaden-
ing public understandinig on vital issues of
the dgy, Town Meeting merits grateful
citation as one of the principal agents of
our democracy. In addition to bringing il-
lumination ang entertainment f6- listen-
ers, it has done much to improve the qual-
ity of public discussion in the United
States.

Mr. Denny's program has been on the
air eleven years and the peace-and-pros-
perify qliestion hasn't bem rought any
closer to solution in that Some may
take this as evidence thn our extensive
exercise of the First Amendment hasn't
improved America’s political thinking in
the least. However, the fact is that this
question is so acute today largely, if not
entirely, because a large part of the world
doesn’t have Town Meeting and other in-
- stitutions of free speech. America’s de-
pendence on freedom of expression thus is
multiplied many times, for it is only out of
unfettered debate, through trial and error
and the testing of ever new ideas, that men
eventually will find the way to security and
brotherhood.

How To Stop Harold Stassen?

ASHINGTON observers tell us there -
will be od

‘were earlier mxm{zslltwnl o( a progres-
sive

a

Guard effort to stop Harold E. Stassen, the
young former Governor of Minnesota, short
of the Republican nomination for Presi-
dent. It is pointed out that Sthssen's suc-
cesses In Wisconsin and Nebraska pri-
maries leave him still far from the final
prize. Clayton Knowles, sizing up the sit-
uation in the New York Times, recalls the
old saw: “Primaries indicate; conventions
nominate.”

There is the case of Theodore Roosevelt
in 1012, who swept primaries in nine states
but lost the nomination to Wjliam Howard
Taft, father of Sgnator Robert Taft of
©Ohio. Senator Hiram Johnson took six pri-.
maries and Gen. Leonard Wood won five in
1920 but the convention nominated Senator
‘Warren G. Harding, a virtual unknown in
the race. Senator Robert Taft and Gov.
‘Thomas E. Dewey shared the primary
prizes in 1940 but were overwhelmed at the
convention by that famous dark horse, the
ex-Democrat Wendell Willkie, who hadn't
figured in the primaries at all.

Remembering the stampede for the in-
dependent Mr. Willkie, the Old Guardsmen
are determined that Mr. Stassen will not
repeat the pertonumx Despite their dn-

itheir favor, wnmumu Mn‘schmul.
|As we read
and Willkie campaigns just mentioned

history, the Roosevelt, Johnson *

s ma-
tured and gathered: new fnrce under the
pressures of world crisis. Harold Stassen
has served that movemeht aince he was
Governor of Minnesota at the age of 31,
and he now is the unquestioned champion
of Republican liberalism.

Unlike Teddy Roosevelf in 1912} Stassen
is.not an old leader trying to make a come-
back against an entrenched Administra-
tlon. He has incurred some encmities but
nothing ltke the animosities aroused by T.
R., and he doesn’t threaten to -pm the

party. -
Uil Johnsonysin 1920, Btassen
is not ra e liberal banner in a time

of normalcy when the rank-and-file is
easy to manage. Unlike Willkie in 1940, he
Is not a newcomer to the party and he is
not without organization support. In fact,
heshas been creating a strong organization

of his own, and his work in this field has

had much to do with his remarkable show-
ing in the primaries. 3¢ will stand him in
good stead when he comes to the conven-
tion stage of the battle.

On every count, the Minnesotan repre-
sents the most formidable pre-convention
challenge ever ficed by the Old Guard. If
he takes Taft's measure in Ohio and gives
Dewey another trimming in Oregon next
month, we will go out on the limb to pre-
dict his band-wagon can't be stopped.

The Proper Study Of Antkind

RIMLY determined as we are to hold

onto the few illusions this cruel world
will spare us, it is more difficult daily. Act~
ln( on the theory that if the proper study

of mankind is man, the proper study of
antkind should be obvious, the National
Geographic Society, no sluggards they, have
gone to the ant to consider his ways.

And here goes another illusion. A scien-
tific study of Army ants in Panama
showed that about 40 per cent of them ap-
peared to do nothing. Another 40 per cent
‘were hard workers, while the remainder
‘varied, as In any human community.

Highly adaptable, like men, ants have
spread over the world in 8,000 species, sul
mcm and varieties. There are “ci

a ‘savages” that live by hunting and
eating weaker insects. In columns and
swarms they have wars. i

‘The harvesting ant, possibly the one Solo-
mon had in mind, thriftily stores up grain
against hud times. But there are racket-

From The Louumllu Courier-Journal

eers, preying on workers. Others raid fel-
low settlements and carry off young as
slaves. Some ants domesticate appropriate
creatures. “Cows” are aphids, or plant lice,

“pasturéd” on roots, and are stroked in
a manner like milking for honeydew.

Ants have complex socfeties, probably
including Communists. For insects, they
have unusually long life spans, often at-
taining fifteen years.

They are neat housekeepers. constantly
primping and cleaning themselves and one
another. In their leisure they have been
observed apparently playing games, in-
cluding friendly wrestling matches.

But it {5 shocking to learn that they are
not the  constantly iridustrious creatures
we had always thought them to be. Their
reputation, it appears, is undeserved. While
we have lost another illusion. determined

We are not to become cynical, it is com«

rting to think, particularly at this time
of year' when Spring Fever is prevalent,

that if the ants could fool Sologgon maybe

we can fool somebody.

.
'ODERATION is the saddest casualty in
ideological battles that rage today.
‘When Communism wins a national fight;
as it has done In Czechoslovakia, it extin-
guishes all opposition. The Middle Way dis-
appears with individual liberties. But even
when Communism loses, as it has in Italy,
and thus far in France, the opposing forces
plunge dangerously across the center
toward a rightist nationalism.

This is'one of the threats against which
men of good will must act. They must know
it in the ferment which plagues Latin
America. They must see it in the towering
figure of General Charles De Gaulle. They
must recognize its presence in the Govern-
ment. of Chiang Kai-Shek. They cannot
ail to see its shadow on the hills of Greece.

The Bogota Insurrection has petered out.
But the sources of discontent, the poverty
and under-privilege remain. It will serve
democracy poorly to attribute the insurrec-
iurmn: “Communist " even

f

Perils Beset The Middle Way

though it is certain that Communists did
participate. We must look for the causes of
resentments. We must root them out.

All the grain and dollars the United
Btates can send to Italy, and all the urg-
ings of the Pope, cannot wall out Com-
munism forever unless the Itallan Govérn-
ment serves its people. Communism, with
its contempt for the 1ndlvlduutm;y be a
poor remedy for discontent but it is the
choice of desperate men, just as Fascism
and Nazism were.

It is the duty of democratic Govern-
ments to point the way out of desperation,
away from inflation, unemployment, social
injustices and political enslavement. They
must offer hope and realization. For they
must survive.,

That fellow who told police he was
speeding because he was about out of gas
and was hurrying to a filling station was
also wtrt thinker. — Greenville Pledmont.

Questions From Italy

WEmgLock
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Democracy Goes On Trial

By SUMNER WELLES
Former Under Secretary of State
V[ORE THAN two-thirds of tne Italian people have
rejected Communism. They have decided that
free democracy 1s better than.a police state airected
from Moscow. They have shown they believe that
their own self-interest links them to the Wes

Many of us scem complacently to think that this
means' that Italy's courss is now definitely set. In
reality the elections mark only a first step. If the
Italian people are to remain {ree they will need our
support for a long time to come.

‘The Communist Party of Italy is stll the most
powerful in Western Europe. is going to seize
every chance it can get to Taiscredit democratic gov~
ermment, and to sabotage the European Recovery
Program. It will Increase rather than lote its hold
upon the masses uniess the new democratic govern-
ment remedies those soclal and economic llls tha:
are the chief reaton for Communism's appeal,

Tha living standard of mest fuallang is muserably
low. Over-po] the lack of natural l’l—
sources are aational Randicaps that can only be

s once more & peacelul world

educe gen
rige. But only the Ttalian Gov-
s the present
feudal system of land tenurs and the appalling 58
between the impoverished macses and the pri
few. Radical social reforms are morg neededq mly
than in any other part of Wester} Europe outside
of Spain and Parluzll.. A .
NTIL the Western democracies have all met suc-
cessfully the gocial challenge which each faces.
in greater or lesser they will not have won
their contest against Communism.
e Kremlin, however, saes that present trends
gre favorsble to the West. The Brussels pact s one

ween d Italy are others.
Conltions have, been. Amvravln in' Great Britain
and in France. The recent mucfu of the three ma-

jor pwen in Western Germany are contributing to
Tecove! In Norwny d in Denmark popular opin-
fon. 15 démanding n in the Western bloc,
Only in Sweden dnea lhe illusion sv.m persist that is0-
lation is possible.

ere is increasing evidence of growing hope
and a will for unity among the Western democracies.

If Russia 4 prepared to pamble, she will move
wesAard this year belore American earmament bo
comes a reality and before the European Recovery
Program can make itself felt,

But in view of the hardening of the detérmina-
tion of the West, it is more likely that she- will for
the time being merely consolidate her recent

/~Jrom Finland to Crechoslovakla, and from Hufigary
‘Bnlklns hile continuing to probe for soft

#pots i Asla u 2
ns, h of course, that for an idefinite pe-
riod the world will be divided into two spheres of in-
fluence. It also implies a prolonged contest in pow-
er politics, with the United States one of the two

chief contestants.

IN THE long struggle that looms anead the Soviet.

dictatorship enjoys one major advantage. Its pol-

Drew Pearson’s ,
Merry-Go-Round

State Department desk, worrying

he didn't think he had too much to be thankfu! for.

ey ! mmlus
patie

t s consistent. It is alsosinfinitely
perican policy cannot be ruthless. It has often
been inconsistent.” Recently it has shifted as often
as the controlling Influences exerted upon

utive have changed. In the years that le ahead
thase who conduct our foreign policy are going to be
subjected *o every conceivable kind of domestic pres-
sure. There will be the politicians who, because it
will ‘be popular with their constituents, will claim
that the European Recovery Program should be halt-
ed belore the objectives &oulhtllr‘e“ ever. in sight.

i th

Joseph 4lsop

Stassen Snowball )

'WASHINGTON
HE conspicuous fact about the

wey and Taft

with a good deu of hnvw relish, of
what they are going to do to th
upstart from Minnesots when ﬁuy
get together. But the sup;
Ben. Robert A. 'nu Tl assert
the grand alliance formed
around Sen. Taft. And the sup-
porters of Gov. Thomas Dewey
considerably more confident
that the man to lead the stop-
Btassen forces is Gov. Dewey.

Prom this rather crucial aum-

stop Stassen. while it has already
begun, is still fn a very early st
e have been further
important devnlopmcnu mhich sug-

work cut out for them.
DEWEY DISAPPOINTED

A week ago, In order to consoli-
date his own strength in advance
of a possible reverse in Oregon,

can now be stated that the results
bave been disappointing,
insylvania, which ha

Martin. Old Joe Grundy and Penn-

sylvania'’s Sen. Martin, who are
allies, are reputed to incline to
Sen. Taft. And

4 Vlndunbel’x
best, but will settle for Stassen or
ov. Warren of California. There
has been no comfort for Oﬂn

1
plrlJ! because the
;u t mljorlly of Michigan dele-
Rates. want to go into the conven-
ton and cast their ballots for Sen.
Vandenberg. The net result of all
this Is that the Dewey camp, !rr
want of these nndbd r!ln!
ments,
vulnerable state. A blt! nver- in
Oregon (which the always fallible

S l Grafton

1f ther
scene, the taxpayers Wili want to know they
should pay for rearmament. With our chlrlc!erlmn
impatience. many of us will applaud the demands of
these sentimentalists, the fellow-travelers and the
peace-nt-anyspricers faat the President “sit down
with Staflin” and' reach a settiement.
ne United States does not want war. 8o far as
we can_tell neit the  Soviet Union at_ this
time.  But t rest way of making war. inevitable
would be a reversal of our present pollc and a pre-
mature settlement.
The Western democracles are. apt o concen
upon the immediate objectives. The masters of the
remlin shape their policy to reach objectives that
can often only be attained in the distant future,
The danger of war will be eliminated when soms
government in Moscow reaches the conclusion that
Russia's pover, persistence and patience are mntmeﬂ
those of a united West. Only then would th
Dnited States be wirranted in trying again to nego-

tiate the settlement which can create a one-world,

rather than a twa-world, order,
.

Quote, Unquote

Up in Maine & baby sixteen days old is ulkinn

s o limit to infantlle prococlty
Xt thing you hear boy bables will be born with

with llpsllek rouge lnd the New
k —Jackson (Miss.) N

It is suddenly realized the Louis-Walcott fight
brosdeast will conflict with the GOP National Con:
vention. By lightning mnnlpulltlnn of the dial we
expect as usual to miss the high points of .each.—
Richmond Time-Dispatch.

peFome retlecting feeling of frustrated versitter
n the muse 1s coy and he can't think up 3
lu.nzblt fingle vn\ch to canclude his ol
T can't squeeze a pom:
Out of my dome.
—Atlanta Journal.

t be long now until the flies will be
keepmz the loafers from sitting around doing noth-
~Beaver Dam (Ky.) Ohlo County Messenger.

Speaking of television, it's likely to mess up
with a lot of things we preler to keep fo ourselves.—
Greenyille (5. C.)

Quiestion® How can the 'UN Charter be amended
to prevent the Russlans from having a veto without
preventing the United smm from having & veto?—
Iunnport (Tenn.) Times.

hadn't been wi
to the effect
Only he used words even stron

“orous rearmament program, we h

ling to talk to Stalin, the President replied
at he wasn't :onu to lick anvone's boots.

onger.
However, with the United suus wisely start
n a position to Keep our --nfl

The Task

NEW YORK
OW that we've won in Italy,

what we've won. What
won?

We in America tend, I think, to
take too much ‘of a sporting con-
st view of such forelen poliieal
crises as the Italian
election 15 . werve i, (b
score 15 up there for everybody to

have we

sce, the referee has blown his
whistle, the game's over.
NO BREATHERS

Only, in politics, the game fs

never over. A new one starts as
the old one ends, or, rather, they
overlap; the last’ play in

We have we an

won the right to help put luly
in a sound, self-sustaining
nomic lnnm%” s 3 litte bit
like wi ight to carry a
hundred pounds up & steep hill on
4 hot day.

And the new game that Doy be‘
gins in Italy is the
doesn’t make the headlines, t.hnulh
it does make history. I don't
know If we are even going to fol-
low it very closely, for we do have
to some degree the habit of being
entranced by elections, and bored
by trends.

The new game will be played
out in a country which has 3.
000,000 unemployed, including many
of the partisans who fought be-
hind the Oermn nne-, and who
&0 men of a mper and
I is e counu-y which
has a Khmhbln( inflation, and per-
haps the largest class of llndlnl

asanta. in Europe. We have won
the. right to help the de Gasperi
Government to correct these condi-

gncaurulnl thing that
Swite!

ing a vig-

tehing to coal he was quick to rebuff John L.
crlluun that British coal operators opposed mine mzchu:

experts predict) could cause real
disintegration of. Dewey's -muu:
and this would tend to ruls out
Dewey as the candidate o the anti-
Stassenites .
TAFT FORCES ALARMED
Sen, Taft seems to be in
danger. Until the Nebraska elec-
tion, Taft's mnmn sald, with
Aome .hlulh!lneu. it Gov." Stas~
plek w n lln;h’ dele-
Fate in Ohio, Rzp Clarence Brown
isdnow

hough the eap-

ture by Btassen of six or eight
delegates in- Tafts home state
re bagatelle, Ob-

. this indicates alarm. Fur-

repe]
Ohlo. he can possibly become the
nominee in view of his

But here another grave problem
arises.

Senator Vandenberg does not
want the pomination. He has said,
with the Gtmost firmness,. that he

would not take it except as the
result of a spontaneous draft. -Un-
der the circumstances, he seems
extremely unlikely to permit his
name as the rallying
cry of a movement to stop any one,
And if it becomes clear that neither
Dewey nor Taft is to be nominated,
the members of the grand alliance

inst Stassen will have the ut-
most._ditticulty hnl]ﬂ.\nl even the

ble victorious cmm.lla

sort.

Buch is the measure of the rise
in fortunes of Harold Stassen, who
was actually stranded in Los An-

ir hands on $1800 to get
private. plans off the

H\Ik
cither state, the oid-line. Repablic
cans will cateh up with him snd

His greatest p!bhlﬂn 15 that Gov,
Dewey and

testa N
somehow defeat the grand

In Italy

tions, That was indeed worth wine
o Deeded o win i1, but it
isn’ ctly one of the biggest
Ju:kpou of all time,

t will be hard to resist the
umpmlnn to treat the victory as
a* jackpot,
mate triumphs; in politics 1t is
almost impossible not to. There
are some in de Gasperis ranks
who seem to feel, in the flush of
victory, that this was the final bat-
tle, and that th ts have

Science Monitor compilation shows
that the left ¥ing parties ‘actual-
ly gained 400000 votes as

pared with two years ago, going
from 9,500,000 to 9.900,000, with
most of the increase going to the
Communists. There will be & temp-
fation o treat what, histasically,

temptation
tof the d aneﬂ Government. to
move to the right in order to hold
the left down, to try by legal
moves to u the In/
a Waterloo, This temptation will
be hard to resist: it will be hard
for the Government, in the en-
thuslasm of victory, not to pro-
ceed against an annoying strike,
say. not to make its judgments
on 3 seale of politcal orthodoxy,
rather than one of needs and pres
sures. There will be subtler tempe
tations, too: 1t will be hard to push

land reform ngunu landholders,
who, after e helped
in the !lttutm vlcwl’: it will be

push tax reforms which
might injure those who also aided.
There wil be & temptation, then,

ta try to overcome the Communists
without solving the problem, which
is one of the best ways known of
generating new and more exploe
sive problems,

Byrnes’ Strategy: Keep ‘Em Talking

WASHINGTON
HANKSGIVING DAY 1245, Jimmie Byrnes spent at his
Secretary of State
and primarily responsible for U. S. relations with Russia,

had happened in a long time

Tne Iast conference with Molo‘ov had broken off with
ro date, no plans, no provisions for meeting again. The
Big Thice Forelgh Ministers had Towed contimualy ever
since V-J Day,

ued hope.

Russians, unlike American diplomats, relished hot argu-

ments. To them, it was all part of diplomatic neguu.uon
Therefore, he thought it was impcrtant that these talks

be permanently broken
Fieally Bymes hit on the idea of taking ad e of
a provision 4n the r con-

reement to ci
fefence; and to iHat end dra uu a note to

co! 3
vitation’ ln meet in Moscow, Byrnes wrote, it would be happy
1o accep!

Witnin & few days, Moscow cabled b.:k inviting lhe
United States and the British to meet there in Deceml

Keep The Diplomats Talking
HE MOSCOW conference which” followed did not bring
all the results hoped for, and Byrnes was criticized by
fome Senators for Russian sppeasement. However it koot
both_sfdes talki
hat'’s ane important thing to  be remempered sbout any
dispute—whether it be a threatened labor strike or a diplo-
matic negotiation. A g bor conclliator will keep_ both

sides talking, for once they stop talking, they nnk And
once d!nlefnlu stop. Ialkln( their armies start
resent, the Big Three Forelgn Mh:hun blve CIOP-

ped ulkln;-wh!ch is
the White H
Anedby-wmunmmmmoﬁnrdu.mu

feet ‘under the diplomatic conference table Without  boot-
licking—especially since we have shown our strength in the
récent Ttaian Gections,

In thé opinion of this columnist, time is now on our
side, The longer we can postpone war; the better chance
we have of using the Marshall Plan build a strong and
friendly Western Europe, 8o it m-y pay us to keep on

.

Silent Mr. Harriman -
IGHT-LIPPED Secretary of Commerce Averell Hurriman

r

of his top assistants were in the dark.
Qumed Henry Scharer, one of his aides:
" ything Ppress reports, Mr. Secretary;

l);n 5ou lm le-vmz us to

become pean representative
he Economic Co-Operation Administration?”
“Who's peddling that story?” asked Hatriman, feigning

surprise.

“Drew Pearson.” replled Scharer.

“Let’s see now.” mused the Secretary of Commerce,
“Mr. Pearson's accuracy record was around 87 1/2 per cent
st Iast report. wasn's it

nt to kn " persisted Scharer, “does his
przuruun about You shost his. accuracy record up or down?”
< Harriman changed the suoject.

Duke Of Windsor J

E DUKE OF WINDSOR, not as young as he once was,

but almost as handsome, lunched with “Sen. nuklu.
Lo.s.he Biffle and other Democratic leaders the other d:

not about dancing and night clubs as ln ‘the

old dlyl, nor ‘about. cabbages and kings, Instead, the ﬂqn-
versation covered Lhe Italian elections, John L. Lewis, an
British coal production,

‘The Duke described lh-wtcam-lnxmyuuum

is some mechanization in Great Britain" he said,
*but most of our mines do not lend themselves to it becauss
they are- dloper and the coal seams narrower than in
United States. ,That m: the use of machinery dxlm:uh
and mm expensive.”
Duhulalwlndwrmnm at the luncheon.
hulblnd told Senators that he was Igoki
Island where he and’ Wi

Her
forward to golf=
have leased a

hotne 7 pear the Piping Rock Club,

Air Argument Continues

ECRETARY Dmnn Muhl m a fough going-over
from Senatofs when he opposed the 70-group air proe
Armed Services Coma

gram in a secret session 6! the Senate
mittee.

“I'm glad to hear that you fellows have finally made
your minds,” remarked Dick Russell of

our military es

should be."
haven't convinced me," declared Towa's plnn-
talking en. Wilson. “Um still for the full 70 groups. If
welre going Lo use these obsolete storage planes. then lets
some money to make them up to date. However, de-
pending on obsolete planes in these advanred times. s 3
ving in an old house. You can modemize It to make it
more llvnble but it's still an old house.
u-mup plan may solve our immeaiste needs*
Bridges of New Ham “It may be all
nr;“hlz for this year and next but it doesn't visualize the type
of alrcraft production we may be needing four,or five
years from now."
Only conve: n’omﬂ&lmﬂ"ﬂ!ﬂu Cll’nhnl'llm
who seemed won over to the u—‘mw

It is human fo overesti= *



