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Counti

City Hall and County
, there is gleeful hand-

net profits from the first six months of
operating the seven Charlotte ABC stores
'll'l total $816,815.98.

Of course, the gentlemen who must plan

‘t be for quite some time—it being
agreed by all concerned that the ABC or-
ganization should repay Its initial outlay
and get on ® cash basis before dividing

profits.

That $81681598 Is a whopping figure,
conslderably larger, than the ‘most ardent
ABC advocates hl‘ dared predict. Not all
of it comes from Mecklenburgers, since the
Charlotte stores are an oasis for the Sa-
hara of the Piedmont, and draw patronage
from a wide area. But all of it will remain

H

Now, let's see, Of the $816,815.98, the Li-
brary Commission would get 5 per cent, or
about $40,840, leaving the City. and County
Governments $387987 eagh. Mecklenburg
County has to divide 10 per cent of its take
($38,798) with five incorporated towns,
Jeaving it $349,189. For a full year, then, if
profits hold at the same level, Mecklenburg
County would realize $898,378. The City of
Charlotte, out of its share, must give 5 per

cent, or $19,399, to the Park & Recreation’

Commission, feaving it $368,588. That, for
& full year, would amount to $737,176.
Stay with us a little longer. The present
County budget is based on a tax rate of 95
cents. The Commissioners estimated for
this year that eacl cent on the tax rate
would produce $15725. A little arithmetic
shows that an annual County share of
ABC profits of $6982378 would be equivalent

e $ ) 2
New Look’ For Air
A small item In the new military
Dldn! which may total $18 billion or
more before this session of Congress ends,
but you taxpayers will be interested to

hear that you have just put up $10 million
for new duds for the Army Air Force. They

are to be blue, 6f a shade between the

Navy's dark blue and the Royal Air Force's

lighter hue.”
The House propriations Committee .
has just given Force tallors the go-

ing a bl for $10 million.
‘The Alr Force had asked for $26,670,000 to
start the program and it estimates
that $54.424,120 will be needed to outfit its
officers and enlisted men with the new
uniforms, which it plans to do as rapidly
as possible. The blue outfits will cost about
$2500,000 more than the old khaki-colored
ones. That's about $8 per man. There's &
. world crisis and an Inflation on, you know.
But why blue? And why a change at all?
‘That question grows pressing when we
Tead that the Air Force now has on hand a
large stock of old style uniforms worth
abolit $27,754,120, which it plans to turn
back. Our fondness for blue Isn't increased
by the thought of what ‘the Government
will do with those outmoded uniforms and
what we will get for them.
Officlal justification for this style trend

Don’t Overlook The

'lmA!TORY in the soybean that
is of particular Interest and impor-
tance to this sectior. in connection with
the news from Washington which makes it
plain that we are approaching the condi-
tions of wartime economy as a result of the

nation attempting to bolster the level of
nutrition in many forelgn lands, the war-
time demands will be repeated to some ex-
tent on farmers as well as industrialists,

One of the aspects of the problem so far
as farmers are concerned will be sharper
demand for essential foodstuffs. Soybeans,
for instanee, were not grown extensively in
the cotton belt until war-born conditions
made them profitable, or made Southeast-
ern farmers aware of their virtues. Soy-
beans continue to be one of our important
crops in the peace. With the grave turn of
world events, production becomes
more vital for oils and proteins.

The nation is now producing about six
iad’u more soybeans than it did ten years

rmpuly inoculated and handled, soyy
b-nlhnlnummewummwnn

From The St. Louis Star-Times

Young

Our ABC Chickens

o 44.4 cents on the tax rate on the present
bu!.l or almost half the present taz rate.

/ Let's look at the City. The present City
tax rate is $1.70 on the $100 evaluation.
The City Councilmen, In fixing thelr bud-
get for this year, figured that one cent on
the tax rate would produce $12,500. Thus,
the City's potential annual share of ABG
profits, $737,176, would be equivalent to
58.9 cents on the tax rate on the present
basis, or more than one-third of the pre
ent rate,

Now don't get the impression that your
County tax rate will be cut in half, and
your City tax pared by one-third next fis-
cal year. It's not that good. These are ab-
normal times. Large bond issues e been
voted by the people, and will begin to show
up In the tax rate soon. Inflated prices and
Justified requests for higher salaries will
take their,toll. And for the City, especially,
the Job of extending its services to the new
outlying areas will mean heavy. outlays.

The City and County authorities will
have to meet extraordinary problems of
planning, budgeting, estimating, providing
for contingencles, and watching for leaks
in the next two or three years until the
ABC revenue becomes stabilized and strikes
a steady balance. In the meanwhile, they
must remember that the people of this
community voted ABC stores with the def-
inite understanding that the revenue
would be used to ease the burden of prop-
erty taxes. It is easy, with unqpec'ed
prosperity, to dish money out here and
there on new services which may be de-
sirable, but which are not absolutely neces-
sary. This must not happen. The City and
County authorities must resist the tempta-
tion to spend freely, and use every finan-
cial trick they know to make the ABC in-
come be reflected In lower taxes.

Force

in preparedness s given by Eugene M.
Zuckert, Assistant Secretary of the Air
Force, who told the Committee: “We be-
lieve it essential to the morale and esprit
de corps of the Alr Force that we provide &
distinctive type of uniform.”
We were under the impression that the
. esprit de corps of our airmen was the high-
est in the world. We think their khakj garb
1s snappy, distinctive in the extreme. We
admire 1t and the men who wear it pro-

foundly. We protest the blue as a depart-'

ure from proud tradition and as setting &
precedent which may inlluence all other
servicgs to demand the New Look.

We can see that this fashion dictate will
make the preparedness program more at-
tractive to a lot of people, particularly de-
signers, cloth manufacturers, contractors,
cutters, and buyers of Army surplus ma-
terlals, but that trend already has gope far
enough and it is time to give more consid-
eration to the morale of the people who are
footing the bill. Senator Byrd didn't act
too soon when he proposed the other day
that the Senate create a committee to
serve as a watchdog on mmury expendi-
tures.

Blue! Here we taxpayers go into the
wild blue yonder.

Soybean

small ‘grain crops, and where other con-
siderations are negligible this factor alone
should give the beans preferred status on
depleted solls of the Pledmont and the
Coastal Plain. Soybeans fit well Into corn
rotation, alding in borer cortrol and hav-
Ing better cash returns than wheat or oats.
In the Charlotte area, more soybeans will
be planted this year for grazing and hay
because the weather has delayed other
plan

On rolllnl fields, mybclnj should be
drilled 'solid across the slopes or on the
confours, preventing emalon If Inoculated,
soybeans get most of their nitrogen from
the alr and when harvested by combine,
“removing only the seed, soil nitrogen, the
most expensive nutrient of fertilizer, is not
taken from the ground. Compared to a 50-
pound nitrogen loss per acre In a 50-bushel
corn yleld, or a 26-pound nitrogen loss
4f a 40-bushel oat yleld, and a 36-pound
loss in a 25-bushel yield of wheat, the soy~
bean certainly takes a good place in the
general crop picture. It has not been pro-
duced very successfully in the Charlotte
region because it has not held In the pod
for harvesting, and extension services rec-
ommend the Roanoke variety as being
more shatter-proof locally.

Drivers

JALTY underwriters, who keep track
things, that

many have to be penal-
ts of the.few, but the fact
Temains that young drivers too frequently
respect for the potential de-
atructive power of the automobile. High-
‘way harrors In which they are involved as
vlmn.l Or causes give ample testimony to
thelr recklessness and their Ignorance.

Mm«uumgpuyumnmm

the sad record of accidents involving
and the state must take a
hand. M parents are not aware that
once behind the wheel of an automobile,
their sons (and daughters) are prone to
play horse with danger just for the thrill
of it.-But the authorities know it too well.
They know, ‘also, that many adults are
similarly afflicted.
aising insurance rates for young drivers
may take a few off the road through par-
ental or employer nce, but it won't
materially redute ber of accidents.
Driver-schools and tough license laws
would attack the p: at the roots and
be genuinely effectl

People’s Platform

A Boy Named Theo In Germany

DORTMUND
. FEB. 5, {948
Editors, THE News:
T next, I will tell you, who your unknown cor-
respondent is. -1 am a Ge boy, elghteen
years of age ana live at Dortmund In the Province
of Westphalia.
In the last time 1 nmn Tead articles in Ameri-
can newspapers and the
Awaye T had to mike the siatement. that the Peapis
of other countries huve no right idea about the
Ges

‘e all, the people of every coustry, can learn a
great deal from one . i we exchunge our ideas
in such an effoct to learn to know each other better.
This shall be the reason of my writing, ru
Jet you understand us etter in our
peeches e htlﬂ 2 day by dny one debate

e bmme still much worse.
end of my words shall not be a malevolent
muc-. L only should like to speak of the longing,
to begin with our inward and outward rebullding.
This onnnun us very much.
have begun with the best will and we want to
to mm t -u lhll remember us on the past tme.
e courage of the desperation has let us endure up
to this day, we Go not know what the futare will
brlnl l.nd whn kina of burden and duties once will

With much deep rorrow we live hungry in the
ruins of our great city, but we have still the calm
hope, that once the sun will shine to us again.

'Did we have been

?
Perhaps you do mu “know how painful

Oh!
hunger is and how weak we to our daily work
with an empty We ' have ‘done al] what
re no longer able to work

we could do, but we
more. It is too mi ur vigors, nd 1t would
be 1 too I ones would push us on with bayonets,
like an Anerican politiclan proposed.

We, the young, were still children, when a quict
Europe did not siy any word to the Hi

al
e of other peoples in Europe, We
Jeally WAt 10 atart after thia long passed.
For many times we have deciared our §ood whi, but
always we went back Into our ruins in a sad mood
and waited and waited.
With a satisfied stomach and dressed In

-cloti, *
In the last time K] have very bad weather and the

feet are alway w
You will mve hurd that we get 1500 calories,
but when we at least would receive this rations, in
reallty it is much Jess. "Sirice months we can hardly
The same it Is with butter and far
The last time. when we got something was two
To all this come still other sorrows,

Drew Pearson’s ,

Merry-Go-Round «

recent defense discussi

sweep across
Tt is no secret that
yarwoaly Britain (or snung out the next war.
-rald shelters

Incidentally this opinic

hmen, Belgians, Dutch and. other  continentats

t there has been strong nn't:m-m n

ve
of buzz-bombs a: has made &
ot of Britishers feel that newrality may be the best policY.  than
also widely held by many

whu:h people m.ve hm
that I met

rur example I might teil,
a five-year-old

clothes are rags and they themselyes seem sometimes
like the death In own person. You see here is very
much misery and famine and I think we must thank

the American people very much for their help, for .

u-mmm them many of us would have died
thaps Americin readers of your newspapers
would

Tittle stone for Lhe great. brl
understanding, the friendship and long-lasting pea
with the peopies of all countries,
With the best greetings and wishes.
T am very sincerely yours,
EO L

Stewart & Joseph Alsop

. Military Vacuum

WASHINGTON

NEXT STEP in the harden-

Ing American response to Soviet
expansion i3 likely to be a revival
of ‘milltary lend-lease. Th  purziose
of this step will be to welg
and m lo "Western. Utlon,*
the alliance of Britain, Prance and
the Benelux countries. The measure
has already been discussed at
highest level. The signs are that
it will eventually be approved, and
that the main question now i one
of timing.

In fact, the whole question was
thoroughly threshed out in a Cab-
inet meeting before the President’s
Tecent speech to the Congress. Se-
rious consideration was given to In-
cluding a flat recommendation for

revived military lend-lease in the
President’s speech. It was unani-
mously agreed in the Cabinet that
some such step might eventually
be both necessary and desirable.
Yet it was finally decided -that it

that the draft and Universal Mili-
ry Tralning sections of the Pres
ident’s speech would be greeted with

cheers. Many Congressmen would
ghviously be tempied to seize on &
lend-lease pro as a painless
way ouL of the hard neccsutien af
the situation. Secretary of State
George C. Marshall feared that 5
arming of the Western Europe:
Countries would Seem & munr-uy
agreeable substitute Jor me
ing of the United
vr 'm zuuoru“
ond, as Marshall pointed out

o the Cabinet, the proposal would
be premature. rm_Union, at
the time of the President's speech,
was still in the process of being
born. An immediate American of-
fer u: srm the signers of the West-
l'm would inevitably

-qgc upon by the Soviet Unlon
and the Communists. It would be

duphyed as further evidence of *

and of an

" commitment

from the French, looking toward
American ald in re-equi the
weak Prench Army. The military
weakness of the French i sympto-
matic of the almost total military
vacuum which now exists.in West-
ern Europe. Most of the effective
Prench forces -#re committed 1n
Indo-China and North Africa. A
mere Kindful of mnch troops re-
mains on the Continent, and their
equipment is for the most pars
efther non-existent or obsolete.

of the experts, Including the Erench
themselves, doubt that in case of
war' Prance, with the rest of Eu-
Tope, could. be quickly and easily
occupled by the Red Army. That
15 wi us consideration is now
beine siven at the
in Washington to a
ean offer to re-eauip completely
ten Prench divisions.

Tt s sten i taken, 1t will be
only the first in a serirs of meas.
ures designed to help Western Eu.
Tope  realn. us
phrase of Secretary M; o
military posture.” Yet sueh an -
dertaking by the United States will
o turh poss & Dowber of problems
of the pravest imnortance.

MUST UP ARMS OUTP
Tn the first place. a United States
1p rearm
Westarn Turonean countries can
onlv be fulfilled if American arma-
ments

trial mobilizatton micht thersfore
be necewary Tn the second place,
military lend-lease to the Western
Union “nationswill mean in fact
that a_tieht’ military alliance has
been cdneluded M'nn this coun-
trv and, Western Euf
Such “an alliance will_eal]
foint planning between the mill-
tary staffs of the United States
and of the European countries.
tatled plans must be evolved for the
over-all strategy, and for the dis-
position of trooos and equipment
in case of war. Two approaches to

this oroblem are possible. Joint

planning ll already loin( forward

tween and Brie
tatn, in the exmml A ln-Amer-
jean combined thHl of staff, mxh

. 3 argu-
ed that the Initiative must come

the Europeans themselves.
In fact, there have already been
unofficial and tentative approaches

Samuel Grnflon

could simply be enlarged i h|-

ide France and the Benelux coun-
mu as well as Ttaly, if Ttaly
eventually foins Western Union. On

le American afficers attached to

Sen. Saltonstall 1

NEW YORK
asked Mr: Staltonstall (I am
continuing my account of an

interview with the Seator from
umlchulelll one of

Dortmund—West IAlen
Plauenerstrasse
omnany—nnmh Zone.

Clean Our Own House First
ST. PAULS
Editors, Tur Nrws:
'l"Hl woes of the editors of The Columbus, Ga.,
Ledger-Enquirer in regard to their fight, and
man-handling by supposed-to-be Kiluxers deserve
neither pity nor commendation by the American

The editors. as usual went out of thelr way,
mtddhn( with an issue with no other thought save

With the letdown—or breakdown of law enforce-
ment agencles experienced over the past few years,
st reason that something. body
il have to take up mz :\ld(el of respectablity, at
least, lest the human race go to the devil.

1 quote, herein, hndllnel lnpelrln‘ In No Norm
Carolina newspapers during the
which shows, beyond a dnubl that nrln.rnl mlhodl
wauld not be amiss even In the Old-North State,
whose editors are continually plucking the mote
out of the other fellow's eye (I

m-law."

+ =—pleasant,

dark
tell me just
what o~ new” Bresident. coutd give
the American people.

“A change,” me said.

This seemed an anawer lacking
i content, and Mr. Saltonstall
tried to gIVE it sotnes;

plan for stabijity, even

of else,”
he said, “efficient American

mast every department; habits get
set after a while. With a new Prese
ident; we'll at least have' new faces
around, we'll freshen up a bit, we'll
put new paint on the walls,
speak. A President, nwclllly
a Republican, can give the

as a whole a feeling of confidence

t Hfe as we know it will

Nw paint, freshness, confidence
evocative A
good, familiar way of life, given a
new coat, and sét back reassuring-
1y on its feet. A picture like that of

“Man held fn rape of m-mm d-uuhm 8 trim, wi ew England farm-
Pt ol l Tape of mother-  house, but with an atomic mush-
sl okt Soratiempid Tapeof 00 Toom 'darkening the sky bghind it

“Hamett County minister charged with fornicas
tlon and adultery with fourteen-year-old orphan
il

“Rowan County man charged with marrying
granddaughter.”
Therefore It appears reasonable that we should

us” calmly

freshen up, lln ourselves a few
licks of paint, and go

'we can do it with a Republi-

" sald Mr. Saltonstall, “with a

m who bonwu in' the system

cleanwour own house before offering uu loan, edi=  under which we have grown great.
torlally or othegyise, of our scouring to our I mmxn policy, Senator Vanden-
sitar states. whose %e house scems to be as orderly 45 berg has shown the way,

© =J. L. WALKER.

The People’s Platform is available to d’l'
reader who cares to mount it. Communu:auan:

should be less than 300 1]
sible, and on only one side of the pnpcr
ibel and obscenity will deleted—otherwise

ent
anything goes. Each letter must be signed al-
Mou,h ln ¢: :? fonal gases and upon request,
e d the writer's name.—Editors,
Tz Ni l'l & .

history, approxffnating

~—1946—was 1,133,000,000 bushels.
One hitch n incre:

stock feeding and emefgency dom
150,000,000 b
.lune 30.

Ing lhlt the 1948 wheat crop might be the second larges!
1.250,000,000 bushels. Last year's
record crop was 1.365,000,000, while the greatest previous crop

asing European allocations is & stipula-
tion in the Interim ald act, passed during the special sessios
of Congress last year, that the wheat carryover (for live-
estic. use) shall not be less
ushels when the current fiscal year.ends

who keep their promises.
domestic- fleld, we need some
range agricultural policy, this
pciamation—i's a question of how

r to go In any one year. We Re-
publicans from the industrial areas
ave problems of housing and
health that we're interested in hav-
ing government help us out on.;
THE BLUEPRINT

There it was, the blueprint. A

antly with _the -
teristic New England, to doubt that
it it, and  would

work for this kind of program. But
what of arms costs, which might
make social im; ie?
What of the overwhelming world
that  might

catastrophe of war,
v.ur the cheerful sketch

e, almost everybody else in the
'orld we looked at each other,
lndltlhllmﬂl too.

‘We might go into the five na-
tions Western European defensive
alliance™ said’ Saltonstall

we don'i—we ought to keep in the
background, so we can talk to the
other fellow without shooting at
him. And I'm afraid that if the
ER. defensive al-

er hand, is §
thought' for 'a moment. “We just
have to have faith in the UN." he
id. “We have to make it -nn.

His passion f¢
‘;lnnlﬁrord:;'lnd

city, in the unstable sunshine of
an unstable spring. §io

In a few days T will rrwn on
another Presidential aspirant

Britain To Support U. S. In Event Of War

‘WASHINGTON

QNE - lmporm;z qwuun dcb-ted by war chiefs during
whether Great Britain
'nnldu\mwluvldlht'llh!hluu in case of a Red Army

mmbenhlv when he fired . Catholic sme enployee, Alex
Cobban, and had to testify

dismissal before a
fused

to answer a question regarding his Klan

pensation to withdraw

Enswer that he was not & membes of the
Zimmerman s now one of MacAtthur's chief came

Civil Service hearing. At the he-nn( nm ref
membership.

However, when court action wu threatened to make
him answer, Zimmerman. accord,
nal, met wiih John G, Kielst, & Kian leader,
Lewis. imperial renrrsenuuvt. who gave him special dise

to the Milwaukee Jour=
and Charles B,

He' was then able to
Klan.

govern: mm;muﬂe'ﬂumuun

The answer lo this question was all-importast fo U. However, because pected bumper crop of Winter
defense planers. To Tigure out i advance Shether  And Spring wheat, State and Commerce Department spokes-  palgners
the United States would be "llble to have air bases near the Mmen c:rg\;\:r '-h;fn ! nxr:vs"cm o1 'r;.md K, crbv R

continent. With the Red Army probebly sweeping carry n our co

o the Bogtiah Ghannel ina tew 'eeL AL T Ton®  was low and Western European wheat production was neg- Merry-Go-Round

tain and Dotential ‘paes usanis  ligible, was only 84000000 bushels. Crop prospects MERICANS for Democratio
by the United States. here and abroad much brighter this mr. e coandad as the “New Deal

‘However, definite word has en the Unitea  that the 150.000000-bushel figure was idiculowsty high. for mnhmr April 10 in Pittsburgh. .
States by Government that, if Russia attacks,

MacArthur’s Friends

ur campaign in Wisconsin has several inter-

More Wheat To Europe
President’s food cabinet committes 1s seroutly cons

I esting aspects. On- is the trem amount of mon'y
being spent on his behalf. The other is the men behind
hlm—lnchldlnl Am"lcul Pirster Ph.ll Llhlleuo and foxy
Pred ¥ Wisconsi

sider substantial increase in wi to
mrm Within the hext three months, bu he Blg question
How speculators from cashing in ¥

wnm!nl[ruﬁy

A uemmomu'hn k, attend

% week, attended represens.
uuv:ulw:!hu..uﬂunummd arre Departs
menf

it was decided that the of 450, bushel
wheat and flour for Europe in t ﬂnlyﬂrmﬂ.n.-hm‘
20 not ﬂn;mh to 500~
000,006 or more. ‘coarse grains (corn, ete), to-
mmnmwmufﬁﬁ N
Ellnllllmhdon-’\- 570,000,000 This
more than the ture
lmllunh-tl'n.l would be a In ita

Agriculture spokesmen cagily predicted during the meet=

Zimmerman, an nx-D-ley Saskis: has been i more
political "bandwagons than almost any other politiclan in
1 them losers. This time he is al-out to

pick a winner.

One of foxy Fred's bandwagons was the America nm
ttee. Amuur was the xu Kiux Klan,
F. Wieseman, King Kleagle o
Klansman.

the was an active
to the Milwaukee Journal, “became &
..anmbernl Klan No. 1 in the Summer

while he was & candidate for !«:rvhry of State.
li!':llnll{lhd at the Klan headquarters in the Alhambra

M'Qrbdn‘lhclﬁmolwn\nlm
mmmmum-wmm




