SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 1948

Georgia Editors Fight Klan

‘WAS an {lluminating incident in
‘Washington this week when Gov. M. E.
Thompson of Georgia appeared with other
Southern Governors to press the fight on
the Truman civil rights program. The Gov-
ernor recelved bad news from home when
Washington newspapermen called his at-
tention to reports from Columbus, Ga.
which told how the Ku Klux Klan had
manhandled three representatives of the

Colembus Ledger-Enquirer.

my embarrassment,” the Gov-

ernor said. “Just as I was talking against

« the necessity of any Federal rights legisla-

tion, newsmen called this to my attention

It cut the ground right out from under
my feet”

Tt is tragically true that this new demon-
stration by the hooded order of intolerance
and violence shames the South before the
nation at a critical moment and prejudices
its case against Federal Intervention but
actually there is more cause for Southern
pride than apology in the news from Co-
Jumbus. The more significant point of the
dispatches to Washington was not in the
account of the latest Klan crime but in the
stirring report of the Georgia fight against
the gang which now is being led by the
Columbus Ledger-Enquirer.

The battle that is being waged against
the -Klan by Ledger Editor Bryan Colller
nuuu Chapman, president of the Led-

Co., s an outstanding ex-
-nlc of journalistic courage and inde-
pegdence for any year and any part of the
cogntry. ‘Hwy are challenging the Klan in
s stronghold, not from New York or Chi-

cago. Three of their staff members risked
thelr lives to go among the masked terror-
ists to obtain -detalls and photographs of
Klan activities. They were beaten, drugged,
submitted to outrage in compromising plc-
tures, and threatened with worse treat-
ment.

The episode of the Columbus newspaper-
men goes in the file along with the storles
of the brave police officers who defled mobs
to prevent violence in 24 instances last
year. The herolc action of those guardians
of the law contributed importantly to the
fact that the crime of lynching was reduced
almost to the vanishing point, to a total of
one, In 1947,

It is In battles such as these, and not in
the legislative halls and political cam-
paigns, that the'civil rights movement
makes its real progress. The tremendous
gain for law and order which the States
and the people themselves have made is
reflected in figures showing the steady de-
cline in lynching from the twentleth cen-
tury high polnt of 130 In 1901.

The mob spirit still lives but the record
shows the moral forces are winning the
war. The Klan still, operates but the facts
say it is a relic of a dark past which sur-
vives only In certain parts of the South
and has long been In retreat everywhere.
The news from Columbus brings a new
challenge but with it comes assurance that
Georgians are rallying to win another vie-
tory in the South's long battle against
prejudice, Ignorance, poverty and lawless-
ness.

More Frustration In. UN

ENT TRUMAN, In his message to
Congress this week, was emphatic in
declaring that the United States will con-
timue to the United Nations but
he said nothing that held out any hope for
the survival of that fine institution for
world peace in the world power struggle
now going on.

‘While the President spoke, the Security
“Council of UN was going through the mo-
tions of settling another issue created by
the “cold war” between the Communist
East and the capitalist West. This test got
under way when the Councll voted, 9 to 2,
to take up the Chilean demand that the
Council investigate Russia’s role in the
The

The initiative in this investigation, on
the surface at least, did not come from the
United States, which ralses the question
whether this country is using Chile as a
shield or whether it is being pushed into
the case. Logical assumption is, of course,
that the Chilean delegate would not have
taken this fmportant step without the prior
knowledge and approval of the American
delegation and State Department. It is not
impossible, however, that the hotheaded
Latins proceeded on their own lo provoke
this new crisis In the United Nations. Her-
nan Santa Cruz, the Chilean chief dele-
gate who filed the charge, was a personal
triend #¢ Dr. Jan Papanek, the Czechoslo-

coup In
Boviet delegate and his Soviet Ukranian
colleague voted in the negative, of course.

. ‘The Council's intervention in this case is

likely to produce nothing more than an-
other angry debate .between the World
statesmen, another Soviet veto and another
Boviet walkout. The world then will be
treated to another demonstration of UN
mpotence which will have a more depress-
ing psychological effect on the Western
people than on the Communists.

vak delegate who repudiated the new
C in Prague and
originally called for the Council investiga-

In any event, thls case miakes it clear
once more that UN simply is being made
to serve as a stage for a clash between the
antagonists In the “cold war” and the
world organization will make no progress
toward peace so long as the big powers are
at odds. This demonstration is one more
warning to Americans to look to their
means of self-protection in the days ahead.

Another Weapon Against Reds

'I!xml s one passage In the President’s
special message this week which seems
to have particular significance in its bear-
‘That is the para-

-mnml ic recovery, L

s o succeed, must be afforded some

measure of protection u-ln-\ ternal and
external aggression.

‘Bombs, planes and guns are the tested
‘weapons in resisting “external aggression,”
and the President urges military aid to na-
tions in the ant!-Communist bloc. This is
= way of telling Stalin that If he sends
troops into a now-free country there may
be war. But like everyone else Stalin may
not want to start paying for things he has
been

question seems to bc “What
fofm is “protection against internal ag-
gression” going to take?

Since the Communists have proved ad
adept at using democracy for their own
ends, can it be that that weapon will be
taken from them? Outlawing the Com-
munists would mean they would be unable
to take power in the ways they have per-
fected. Is this the form the “protection¥ is
to take? .

Both Italy and France already have
moved in that direction by keeping Com-

munists out of the Cabinets. The returning -

strength of De Gaulle has been interpreted
as reflecting the bellef of many Frenchmen
that a “strong man” is needed to step on
the Marxists.

If the President's statement means what
1t seems to mean, it may be that there are
not many days left for “Inside” Communist
coups in Europe. The Communists would be
dosed with their own medicine. That would
be drastic treatment, using the devices of a
dictatorship, and certaln to be criticized
by many. And it surely would produce vio«
lence.

From The St. Louis Globe-Democrat

‘Okay—Shoot’ -

Peaele s Platform
GOP Issue In

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Txr Nrw.
ERE are two methods followed in North Caro-
lina whereby candidates for Congress are nomi-

. ocrats nominate their candidate by pri-
mary elections. and heretofore  Republicans have
com-

posed of representative party men from the various
locations In the district and they name the candi-
date. That is one degree removed from the people.
and s parallel in principle to the old method of
selecting United States Senators by the legislature.

The advance of the democratio ides has brought the

institution of the primary election.

The Democratic Party being the dominant party
this state and bel rous of remaining the
dominant party, has followed the broad policy of ai-
lowing every voter to have a volce In the selection of
its leaders, belleving that that method reflects the
prlmlry sentiment of the party, logically vmducu
trongest men, gives the broadest base for

-cnon. and leaves the lease reason for dissatis

tion.

The Republican Party in convention assembled
at Newton has declined to nominate a candidate for
Congress and leaves the selection of the Republican
candidate to the voters of the party in this the Tentn
District, thus adopting the broad principle of po-
litical democracv. was_introduced near the
close of the Republican convention at Newton, when
everybod was tired and ready to go home, a Tesolu-

spons sored by the statesman' from Burke, Mr.
Pmm to the effect that it was the will, or wish, o
sense of the convention, that the high man in the
nm primary vote should be the selectee and that
re should be no second primary.

ﬂu’ppme the high man gets 10000 votes, the
second 8,000, and others 7,000. The high man has not
been nominated by the voters. 1f the convention
#teps in here and says he {s the candidate then he
has not been nominated by the convention nor the
voters.  Where Herein the convention has
sbdicated its right to nominate, throwing the nomi

by a minority of his party while his opponeut wus
named by a majority of the opposing party? Tt is
an axiom, so well fzed that it is common-
place, that any party Deeds for leadership before the
peapxe its strongest m

success of a pmv is, after all. determined
by boLn positive and negative principles—it must
conserve the strength it has as well as seek accretions
of strength. What grounds would a second candi.
date in the primary have to feel resentment toward
his party when depr‘lvrd by 1t of his falr chance at
the ‘nomination? How could his supborters feel?
And what prred would this deprivation of o)

Is it poiiticat
bulld up an element of dis-
satisfaction within its ranks? Practically it is true
that palitical power in this country s based upon
Jorities, not pluralities—and so is the law.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round «

.

“RENT CONTROL® BILL

1

The Primar
) y

The caption to the primary law states: “In the
case of all afficers mentioned in this article nomi-
ations «mu bc determined by a majority of the
¢ efore a candidate in the primary
Who has ot received a majority “of the Votes cast™
15 not, In the sense and mlem. of the law, mml~
nated, clection is elthel the

Joseph. & Stewart Alsop :

The World-Wide Trap

WASHINGTON

'HE “very, very serious” view

which Secretary of State George
€. Marshall and his chief advisers
are taking of the present crisis
springs in part from the belief that
Soviet Premier Josef Stalin may
have set In motion forces which
he can no longer control. The ex-
perts are almost unanimously con-
vinced that Stalin has no desire to
provoke a war with the United
States. Yet the aggressive Stalinist
policy since the war has, in a sense,
caught Stalin (and with him the
world) in a trap.

The nature of this trap is fllus-
trated by what s happening, and
what may happen, in Italv. Secre-
tary Marshall has now said clearly
that if the Communist gain control
of the Ttallan Government no fur-
ther American material aid will
be forthcoming.

means that if Communist

economic situation. The only man=
Per In which he will be able to deal
with this situation is by an abso-
lutely ruthless dlctatorship. As one
observer put it: “He will have many
more mouths than he can feed. and
all he could do is shut them up
CIVIL WAR DANGER

Moreover. Togliattl 1s perfectly
consclous that this is the case;
he has remarked franklv to one in-
terviewer hat If American ald to
Ttaly were cut off. a dictatorship
would be essential Yet a dictator-
ship sufficiently ruthless to “shut
up” some millions of starving Ttalian
mouths could hardly
without civil war. And a civil war
in Italy, as already pointed out in
this space, culd all too easily spread
into a general war between East
and West.

According to one entirely reliable
observer Just returned from Ttaly,
Togliatt! has a plan for dealing
with this danger. 1If the Commun-
ist-controlled front should gain over
40 per cent of the vote, the front

the Cabinet would be ce ed of
saing and feeblo anti- fascist “mux.
lectu the stripe of Francesc

Nittl For the Communista Toghiat
ti would ask only minor posts—per=
haps the under secretaryships of
Interior. Justice and War. These
ostensibly unimportant posts would
be filled by young, energetic Come
munists, who would of course quick-

could mot, of course, deceive the
American policy makers. Yet It
would confront them with a terri-
fic cholce. Either the props could
be pulled out from under the Italian
y immediately, on the as-
sumption that American ald would .
only to fatten Ttaly untd

ance against the repitition tn Italy
of the Crech coup.
TERRIBLE RISK

Inherent in either choice would
be a frightening risk—the risk of &
disastrous strategic defeat in the
contest between the Soviets and the

. For the fall of
Italy to. total Soviet domination
might mean the fall of all
and the Near East to.Moscow,

Yot for Stalin and the Politburo
the risks are at least as terrible. For
since Truman's speech to the Con=
gress, the Kremlin must know that
the extension of Soviet domination
to Ttaly carries with it risk of war.

Yet Stalin undoubtedly wishes to
achieve these objectives without war,
“There is no doubt that Stalin would
welcome the addition of Italy to
the Soviet sphers’ but it is un-
likely

! aggTes~
nnn wmch he hll unleashed on Eu-
50 simple a matter as

nrdlnlry mmury uxrwlon It is
not a matter of ordering divislons
vance or to halt. Even if
Stalin could call off Togliatt!, to
do 30 would be to undermine Com-
munist and thus Soviet power in

could probably make it impossible
for a

to function. A period of chaos
would then ensue. The amiable but
weak Itallan President. Enrico d

Nicola, according to this forecast,
would then call on Togliatti to form
& government.

Togliatt! would surprise the world
by his apparent moderation, He
might not demand a single Cabinet
seat for the Communists. Rather

Marquis Childs

Volers and when the convention. declipes to_ nomic

rate, and at the moment it adjourns without nomi-

nating, it has transterred the power of nominating to

the voters. and neither  resolution nor any action

of the convention can legally, muully or otherwise
the

interferc to prevent the operation rim
law to the end that the candidate -u be deter-
mined by a majority of the votes cast. ere is &

provision for the withdrawal of the second man at
his option. We cannot accept the principle of de-
cislon held weeks before—we cannot at the samo
time go east and west,

shadow of the old Federal office holding
nhuurchy of the mpunnc-n Party in North Cnm-
lina falls across the publican ‘popular
cess and undee the lee of It 1o is hArd to enumy
accept the idea of rule by the voters—the
It is not surprising that the ex-district attorney n'om
Burke should in this fhstance use the opportunity to
break a lance against the principle of rule by the
people the essence of which is the life blood of po-
litfcal parties and free government; the protection of

every fireside in America; the antithesis of all
tyranny.

Since the Republican Party in these parts has
decided to rise from the grave (the old convention
system). and select its candidates by this most demos

cratic method there should be no impediment thrown
in the way. So it is.
—HOYT H. EAVES.

Navy Calls Tar Heels

RALEIGH
Editors, Tur News:
(CHIEF Machinist's Mate Robert ¥. Dixon, USN,
“ Navy reeruiter. hns Informed me of the publics
spirited co-operntion you gave the Navy on our
“Fill the Fleet" Program.

The U 8. Naval recruiting activities thmuxho\n
the state of North Carolina enlis!
Jumary. and Feorusty . We realise that this- wouls
have been impossible had we not received such &
Iarge amount of free publicity.

Your generosity and support are greatly appre-
ciated und 1 desire to extend thanks on behall of
the Navy Department, the Raleigh Recruiting Dis-
trict and myself.

—P. C. BROWN JR.
LicatComdr. U. 8. Navy,
Officer rge,
Rateien " mumn. District.

The People's Platform is available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than words, typewritten if
possible. and on only one side of the paper.
idel and obscenity will be deleted—otherwise
anything goes. Each letter must be signed al-
though, in exceptional cases and upon reque
we w bill ‘withhold the sriter's namen—Editor
News,

the wholl world. This

in tum would compromise the So-

viet power to wreck the European
mH’Y Program and the

of the European Recovery

Would threaten the whole Soviet eme

pire in Eastern Europe. That is the

tragic trap Into. whieh the

aging dictas
Kremlin, and with him, the world.

Reds Should Catch On

‘WASHINGTON

AT President Truman said in

his message to Congress should
convince the tough-minded men
who make up the Politburo in the
Kremlin ih Moscow that the United
States will not permit the conquest
of Western Europe by Communist
tyranny, whether by direct military
Eum or by Trojan Horse infiltra-

on.

The great mafority of the Amer-
fcan people have come to under-
stand that the United States has a
permanent interest inethe freedom

of Western Europe. Should um.
come under the

still believed to be a barrier thay
no enemy could successfully overs
come.

‘What s lmwmnt now is mukt
action from Congress.
not mean

tions. But no one can dispute

decay and deterioration have m
too far in our military establishe
ment in view of the threat to_the

ut  re-enactm
Service other than that it mm

gle power with a llrvrnchlm'(
lnnlrummL of tyranny, then ti
be

country wor isolated
‘There are, of course, dissenters
om this view. Henry Wallace go-
ing his blin toward -

scure and mysterious destiny, is one
of them. He moves further and fur-
ther from reality with each week.

Taft of Ohlo seemed to speak for
them, a day or two before the Pres-
ident’s message, when he sald he
could see no threat to this country
that might bring war. The best
answer (o that was the cartoon
showing the Taft head in the sand
and the Taft rear rather plainly
sed world,

expos
SAME OLD ST
Thi

of cpinon. Tt Includes honest pa-
cifists and sincere ists who
Delleve ‘that the Unied. Biates s
best defend itself by ignoring the
fate of Europe and bullding up vast
armaments here at home.

dissenters today is far
smaller than the number in 1040
and 41, when the two oceans were

be give
course, the powss: to dmﬂ‘ what
me Senate does.

Reluctance to

be chiefly in the 19 20 age
group.
PASSAGE DOUBTFUL

‘The plan now on paper is to avold
calling 18-year-olds who would be

ment {y doubtful In b say' onm.. since
a great deal of ti

would be rrquuvd m put W nto
operation.

With nnly 235,000 additional men

needed. to o
R L
the draft buck into the h-na. u(

the military. The immediate need,
however, || nc‘ what U. ! military

planners view,
They want, Selective Setvice on the
books, with the up,
Then, in the event of a sudden
emergency, it could be inte
high gea

Byrnes Statement Upsets White House

Soilicide In America

the national of
Soll District Supervisors In Des Moines,

‘This month Congress is holding hearings
on two bills designed to prevent the United
States from committing sollicide. One

i
filg
£
g1

i
]

rvice,
ncy of the Government do-

§
g

g
41
5§
8§

g

g

3

H

g

gi

344
i
58

85
i
{3
E
z
"
g
s

4
:

bill is the Jensen bill, which
concentrate soil conservation
the te

I

g
]

natlonal land policy through which the en-
tire conservation program can be speeded
up. This bill proposes to substitute for soil
subsidies, grants in ald for cash payments
when needed to supplement the contribu-
tions of the farmers in dealing effectively
‘with land and water problems.

‘The need for a national land policy is
emphasized. by the figures of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture which show that there
are left in this country only about 460,000,-
000 acres of high grade crop land. All but
100,000,000 acres of this total is subject to
erosion, poor drainage and other lonxu of
soll impoverishment,

In 1047 there were approximately 24
000,000 acres of farm land under m
30il conservation methods. This figure is &
stern reminder that we are still losing the
battle of conservi Wen In this country—and
in this state.

Fellow wants to know why the things
ladies scatter around over slick floors are
called “throw rug: He'll find out, and
may he live to prom by hll suddenly ac~
quired
Appeal.

‘WASHINGTON
EN ex-Secretary of State Jimmy Byrnes issued his
“get tough" with Russia statement last week, most people
thought it was carefully aimed to back up the White House,
The White House, however, didn't take it that way.
n M Prnlldenl. Truman hit the celling. He figured
Byrnes a play for the Southern delegates in
order to take the Democratic nomination away from him.
President,” ouse aide, “needs

ussia.
e years he dealt with the Rusians our problems would
be & lot e The leas ould have done was to
have cleared his. mumm Vith the State Department be-
fore sounding of
¢ . Truman himself asked that the record be checked
o see )\ut ere Byrnes stood on appeasing Russia, and re-
wmarked that Byrnes nearly sold us down the river in De-
cember 1945.
He made no secret of the fact that he thought Byrnes
was trying to assume national leadership in order to grab
Democratic nomination.

the

Note—, mny (empla to get along with Stalin,
By l-m down & “get tough with Russia” policy, follow-
ing his 'roln the ill-fated Paris conference in the
Fall of lu. He demanded that Henry Wallace be
fired because Wllllm was talking appes ent.  Until
‘Byrnes insisted, Truman did not plan to fire Waliace,

Making Democracy Live

BB of oa grea {hlngn sbodt Americuns 14 the wey o0
many out and work at the job of- making
democruty Jive. When they soe gemocracy aiippig abrosd
of st home, they chip 10 ithout Seaiting 1o Jaderinty, up
t, Here are o Tew seattered txamples:
1ss Mabel Eilis of the Pacific
Helghts: Sehool, - San Trancisso, wrote' Olasgow, Sootiand,
for the names of school children with whom thelr pypys

uld exchange friendship letters, Tht: Bot_back

great majority ot the people, I
~Jeductien,

names, and the kids have been building up friendship-by-
mail ever since. . . . Mayor Michael DiSalle of Toledo got the
City Council to start a campaign of writing mcmmup let-
ters to-Europeans on the edge of the Iron

speeches.” says Mlyor DI-

a relative in the USA” oble Ewell, Orange, 'kxu.
school teacher, joined llle "aludtnt letter "~
a Jist of school children
Sweden, Norway. The Texas kids are now writing these
kids about democracy and friendship. . The stnn.hmon
(Pa.) High School has adopted the town B’ Stade, German

Gls from e Sand Poxit Naval Atr Station, smup
devoted their day off to helping bulld & house for & widow
and five children who were almost homeless,
oniy & very smalk crons sectiom of what socae folks are dotng
to make democracy live,

Who Saved Big Business?
ONGRESSMAN MIKE KERWIN of Oblo ot oft & bast
# at big business duriig the closed meeting of the De:

cratic Patty executive committee the other day.

After reminding the Democrats how big business re-
peatedly bit the hand that protected # from revolution dur-
ing the carly days of the New Deal, Kerwin opined

“Roowevelt saved those guys from drowning. Now they
are screaming because thelr 4op hats loated out on the tides

Secret Tax Debate

QENATE Democrats were far from united when they cau-
Anatired behind closed doors thie other day to determina
what stand to take on the ooP -sponsored, $4,700,000.000
tax-reduction bill. Two Dem
Georgla, ranking minority Tember of the Fina
Committee, and hefty Edwin C. Johnson of Colorado—flatly
announced they would support the Republican i
“Maybe this lan't the best bill we can Johnson.
*It's not all T want, but it's something we c: . and the
convinced, want tax

rats — Walt

As y nus isn't the best bill, but it's & good one,
and Im mr

the same sentiments, saying that the
overwhelming majority of citieena in his dtate ranied, tax
relief. “They and all entitled to have it." he
a

Bul. Senators Tom Connally of 'hxu and Joseph O'Ill-
honey of Wyoming were vigorousl
time to cut taxes.” declared Connally, pointing to the tense
world situation.

“This bill provides for far too big a reduction.” he cone
tended. “Its all right to clear, up some inequities tn the
tax structure, but let's t ourselves to such a big

P in revenues until we are our economy can stand
t:"he times are too critical and uncertaine

Democratic Leader Alben Barkley of Kentucky originale
Iy had called the caucus to -ound out his colleagues on
whether they would support a Democratic compromise
providing for a $4.000.000,000 cut In taxes. In the end the
caucus decided to wait.

Thanks America
WH:N the Priendship Tratn arrived

Italian people app:

Aacnrﬂmily the Itall 'wireel com; INOOM,
headed dro Pallavicini, sent cameramen all over
Ttaly -nlh the four different Friendship Trains, took pie=

tures of the crowds and how te food was distibuted.
Orchestrs contributed its sarvices.
the Tialian radio’chorus supplied part of the music and the
Tiatan people, from Premier de Oaspert dewn. ralmed the
to pay for the film. Thousands of people contributed

Tive lire each (one cent).

1t 1 a stirring t to the American
which s being shown to officlal Washington today.
It will be available to all theaters Motlon Pioe

ture Producers Assoclation,



