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'Hope Of Wrights For Air Age

RVILLE WRIGHT died Friday at the

age of 76, leaving a world that wonders
whether men have flown too close to the
sun in the heavier-than-air machine which
the Wright brothers invented and which
Orville piloted on its maiden flight forty-
four years ago above the sands of Kitty
Hawk, N. C.

Since antiquity, man has dreamed of
flight and has been frightened by his own
boldness in thus challenging the natural
order. The tragic element in his aerial ven-
ture is illustrated classically In Greek
mythology in the legend of Icarus. A pair of
wings was made for Icarus by his com-
panion, Daedalus. Icarus flew so high that
the heat of the sun melted the wax with
which the wings were fastened to his body
and he plunged to earth.

But the groundling's courage, or his
curiosity, was stronger than his fears and
his dream of soaring in the sky persiste@
until it was brought to fruition by Wil
and Orville Wright, at Kitty Hawk on
17. 1903. Many men over the centuries hld

Wright sald: “Quite obviously, Wilbur and
I could not foresee what awful use could be
made of the airplane. But, it is and will be
of tremendous importance in peace.”

He died at a time when the fate of Icarus
may be recalled as an omen of the doom in
store for mankind in the atomic age. How-
ever, he lived to see it demonstrated beyond
all doubt that the defect is not In the wings
with which man has been equipped but in
man himself. The flying machine of the
Wright brothers will be an eternal boon to
humanity If man can be made to see that
the wax which makes flight perilous is in
his own soul. Meanwhile, the plane is car-
rying him swiftly to the height near the
sun from which he will be plunged to earth
unless he discovers himself and learns self-
control,

Perhaps this ploneer airman’s faith in
man will be borne out too, and we will yet
learn to use our wings wisely. Certainly the
Wrights themselves justified that faith by
their work in demonstrating man’s Inven-
tive genlus and his limitless possibilities in

to this achieve-
ment. producing theories and designs that
resulted in balloons, airships, gliders and
models for power-driven alrcraft, but it re-
mained for the Wright boys of Dayton,
Ohlo, to build the first heavier-than-air
machine that left the ground.

Wilbur dled in 1912, before the commer-
elal possibilities of the plane were widely
appreciated and before the world had an
inkling of the bomber's destructive effect
as an instrument of war. Commenting on
this development many years later, Orville

Few other In-
dividuals in all history have done so much
to change the conditions under which men
live and to speed the human species along
the way to his ultimate destiny.

Although we still wonder what the out-
come of this experiment with wings will be,
we know for sure that the Wright brothers’
flying machine has carried us forward to
our greatest opportunity for human prog-
ress and to the test which may make man
the master of himself as well as his en-
vironment.

New Steps Toward Equality

HE Supreme Court decision ordering

Oklahoma to admit Negroes to its Uni-
versity, or provide them separate graduate
school facilities immediately, is leading a
number of states to re-examine their seg-
gregation polictes In education. The Uni-
versity of Delaware, which cannot be iden-
titted as a Southern Institution, has re-
moved barriers against Negro students. for
example.

A more encouraging development in the
South Is the announcement by the Uni-
versity of Arkansas that qualified Negro
students will be accepted for graduate work
on its campus “under special arrange-
ment." The arrangement is that Negroes
will be accommodated In separate class-
rooms, although they will pursue the same
courses of study, under the same faculty
members, as white students.

This system is the closest approach any
Bouthern institution has made to providing
“separate and equal” accommodations for
Negro students, according to the dicta of
the Supreme Court. It seems to be the most
equitable plan yet devised for giving the
Negro the type of education he deserves
without disturbing the segregation policy
which a majority of the Southern people
demand. On the face of it, the plan has a
great deal of merit, and if other Southern
colleges follow Arkansas’ lead, it may prove
10 be a long step toward removing the “sec-

ond class” citizenship which has heretotore
been reserved for the Negro.

The only apparent hitch to the ‘Arkansas
plan is that “Barkis ain't willing.” Clifford
Davis, a Negro student at Washington's
Howard University who had applied for
admittance to the Arkansas Law School,
declares that he will not enter the law
school under these conditions.

This unfortunate attitude indicates that
the motive of Davis and other Negroes now
clamoring to enter white colleges is not to
obtain an education, but to end segregation
now. Given an opportunity never before
presented to a Negro in the South, Davis
says he s not intetested. He wants all or
nothing at all.

Davis' stubborn Insistence upon imme-
diate destruction of the segregation system
will lead him nowhere. He fails to under-
stand that the Arkansas plan is concrete
evidence of a change in the Southern attl-
tude. It reflects a trend which augurs well
for great progress In the future for the
Southern Negro: but like all social change,
this trend Is of necessity evolving slowly.
Davis should be satisfied with what Ar-
kansas, in good faith. has offered him: his
refusal surely will not gain him the favor
of the thousands of sincere friends the
Negro can claim among Southern whites,
and 1t will hardly accelerate our advance
toward the goals to which all men of good
will aspire

A Salute To Air National Guard

NNOUNCEMENT of the organization

here of the North Carolina unit of the

Alr National Guard s Important for prac-
tical as well as sentimental reasons.

The National Guard has for many years
had an active place in the life of this com-
munity and the Guard's aemce to the Na-
tion in time of

Lemmond of Matthews. Battalion head-
quarters, Co. B and the Medical Detach-
ment of the battalion are based at the Ar-
mory.

Thus the new Air National Guard finds
a long and honorable tradition of service
in this community. It is an Inspiring tradi-
tion that should contribute to the speedy

a
tradition of which all may nu be proud.

Long before the organjzation of the Na-
tional Guard as a major component of the
national defense, militia companies were in
_existence In Mecklenburg, most noted of
which was the historic Hornets Nest Rifle-
men. The record of that company goes back
to the days of the Revolution and its battle
flag was unfurled in every war in which
this country participated.

There have been other Mecklenburg
militia and Guard units, too, which won
fame on the field of battle. The 105th En-
gineers proved its mettle in World War I
and was based here until 1940, when it was
called to Camp Jackson and later split up
when the new streamlined divisions called
for battalions instead of .engineer regi-
ments.

First of the Guard units to be formed
here after World War IT was the 378th En-
gineer Battalion commanded by Col. Pars

From The New York Herald Tribune
" Mr. Baruch’s

AST wegk Bernard Baruch gave a Con-
gressional committee his plan for ar-
resting inflation. His views were acclalmed
by commentators and observers represent-
ing a wide range of opinion. The follow-
ing day another Congressional committee
announced that plans of the House Repub-
licans for a very large tax reduction will
continue to be pressed. By implication,
therefore, the Baruch program was thrown
into the discard before either the Congress
or the public had time to consider it.
is is so because all of the anti-infla-
tion measures outlined by Mr. Baruch are
Inter-dependent. Tax policy cannot be
separated from the rest. Tax reduction will
limit the possibilities of reducing the na-
tional debt and will at the same time pump
more purchasing power into the economy.
Mr. Baruch does not believe that our vast
commitments in this world that is not yet
at peace leave any room for such a luxury.
Others may feel that some reduction in
taxes can safely be made, but surely proper
timing requires that the Marshall Plan and

of the 48 officers and 381 men
authorized for the unit.

The organization program is being
handled by Col. Paul R. Younts, who served
with distinction in both world wars. As
chief of staff of the 30th Division he has
been ordered by Adjutant General Metts to
direct the activation ot the unit. Colonel
Younts' experience as a soldier and his
recognized ability as an organizér provide
assurance of efficlent direction

Lt. Col. Willlam J. Payne. a veteran
fighter pilot, will command the Air Guard
to be based at Morris Field.

An important item in the economics of
the city will be the payroll of the 44 clvillan
caretakers to be employed at the base.
Charlotte is fortunate in having been se-
lected as the base for the Alr Guard and
the community should feel obligated to
lend every assistance In the speedy activa-
tion of this important element of our de-
fense mechanism

Wise Advice

the anti-inflation program, including a re-
view of the tax situation, be considered_ as
an entity.

There 1s a psychological aspect to the
matter, too. Mr. Baruch persuasively ar-
gues the-impartance of activating the moral
forces that made the war effort possible
for a serious peace effort. A tax reduction
now will give Americans the Impression

that thingg are returning to normal rather
than that further strenuous efforts are
needed.

Neither political party has so far come
forward with an anti-inflation prqgram
that has teeth In it. Now that a citizen of
Mr. Baruch'’s stature and qualifications has
done so. it would be foolhardy to toss aside
his contribution in offhand fashion, as Re-
publican leaders seem inclined to do.

There are 27,707,000 cars in America and,
according to our personal survey, there are
only 27,706,999 parking places.—Arkansas
Gazette.

‘If Anybody Gets Hurt This Time, Don’t Blame Me’

-Peoele’s Platform

What'’s Behmd Oil Shortage?

Editors, Tz New:
(Y doesn't some newspaper become the champlon
of the people and find out what is really back
this oul shortage?

war, when they.had to find ways
and means of getting oil all the way across the ocean,
terrain,

finest and most up-to-date nqulpmznl. they can't get
oll fo e hone falks, How tom

Another funny thing is some ers charge 16
cents, some charge 24 cents. Why ma mll differ-
ence

Here's another fun:
have dealt with the same ofl dealer.

For four years we
When the short-

calling him to see if he had any, each time
have a drop. Then mlxhbon began to tel us he did
have ol and was selling In other neighbo:
the people who had patronized him all nlaru could not
get any. Consequently, we were forced, as were our
net ugnbon Lo go bunting ol elsewhere, and when we
¢ ofl in another neighborhood they said,
where do ,uu live? When we told them, they told us
had to serve their own community. Where are
we supposed to get our oll? Wil someone please
tell me?

‘The day the emergency fuel oll alfice opened 1 got
our oid in, exactly 2's hours from the minute it
opened. To date we have not received a drop of fyel
oil from that source. My letter to Mdyor Baxter re-
mains unanswered. Tt looks very much like the
American people were getting the run around. Men
hoarding lard while we went without, and now fuel
oll, who knows what really is behind it?

My belief in America is one that tells me that
American minds can cope with any problem. and
here the servants of our government are stumped
by a transportation problem. so they say. Sure well
keep on sending it to thelr recovery.

and -ny* L nats slmple so they can get big and
strong and f After the first world war
e mere toid' T we Sian'i feed and heip them wed
have to fight them again. Well we fed them and

elpe and fought them tooNow we have
to do it all over again. And if the American people
are going to be raised In cold houses, with less meat,

d less of everything else. then the next war is go-
Tt to be something & lot different, and we may not be
s0 victonious!

Its high time the people got together and de-
manded the reason . .. and I don't mean “excuse”. I
mean the reason for nuny of these things which are
being heaped upon American shoulders today. -

t ba
dealers might get enough oil Tt they could even
sell to their old regular customers . . . if we don't

watc! —HOUSEWIFE.

Explnining An Oxford Gripe

OXFORD

Editors, Tre N

J T, develops jroey my recent letter to the People’s
Ph«am concerning the costs of the European

overy m and the handling of the March of
Dlme- p b g gotten under the skin of some of

Drew Pearson’s «
Merry-Go-Round ¢

sour feaders. and they want to know “what Is really
wrong with you ‘OXIord gripe’ that you,cannot up-
prove anything?"

Well, I am not conscious of opposing more than x
approve. While my home o ave besoming aware
of my retwn as an attorney. I am filling in by try
ing 0 get some of the people of North Carolina to do
a little thinking. not to ecxercise their tempers or
turn on their heating facilities.

1 am not opposing the March of Dimes in ald of
the tradication ot the disease know o.

Just aking the question. What 1s the cut that the
kids are getting out of this Polio Foundation? Why
are no sudits made and published? Why are no
breakdowns as to needs at the various levels sub-
mitted to Lhe supporting public as well as ax_ inven-
tory of its accomplishments? These are simple and
fair inquiries submitted in no hostile manner.

the more 1 study ERP the worse it appears
il ‘Why should the American taxpayer made
to rebuild Europe any more than I should be made
ta rebulld my ncighbor's dwelling or stable that has
been destroyed by lightning? While his family and
livestoc! and without food, of course I
shouid help to the extent of shartag bath shelter and

1 hurts, if need But to rebulld his
dv-!ll!nu or barn mvuhm a capital investment which
should be made on a businesslike credit basis I
repeat that the ERP does not make sense
don't argue to me that Italy and France will go Com-
munistic if we do not implement ERP In the sum
of bilions of dollars. Not so. the Catholic Church
will not permit that
—JOHN F. HESTER.

Gandhi Redeems Us

Editors, Trx NEws

¥ DIDN'T know the Mahatma, but from this distance
Lt cems to me that another Jesus of Nazareth has
Dphid the price for his fellows’ sins He, too, came unto
his own. and his own received him not. A great man
has pald with his life for his righteousness, perhaps
the greatest among the living, and his blood is on our
hands.

CHARLOTTE

True it is that ‘we slew not the prophets’, but
our fathers did. and we would do well to examine our
every heart to discover whether lurks there the germ
that is father to the sin removed a willing
martyr from o scene already too barren for want
of men of his stature May his death prove as fruit-
= lite, and his dving will not have

—A. E. BASSETT.

The People’s Platform ts avatiabie to any
reader who cares to mount t. Communications
should be less than 0 words, typewrttten if
possidle. and on only one stde of the paper.
Libel and obscentty will be deleted—otheruwtse
anything goes. Bach letter must be signed al-
though, tn ezceptional cases, and upon request,
we will withhold the writer's name.—Edttors,
Tux Nrws.

Joseph & Stewart Alsop

The Little Kremlin

WASHINGTON
TRAGI-COMIC row is in happy
progress between the State De-
partment and the Budget Bureau.
The Bureau. which is one of the
most powerful and least publicized
agencles of the Federal establish-
ment. is now rather often described
al “The Little Kremlin" at the
State Department. And this is be-
cause the Buresu was largely in-
strumental In inserting into the
ERP bill the features which Con-
gress has most disliked.

In brief. the Senators and Con-
gressmen _studying the
Recovery Program have found three
main defects in the bill. Pirst, they
objected to the inclusion of an au-
thorization to spend a global sum
af $17 billions over four years: sec-

posed
which
would have called, in effect, for the
creation of a new branch of the
tate Department, and third. they
are now riled by what they regard
as the faked computation of the
authorization of $63 billions for the
first fifteen-month period of

All these objectionable features
have been and are blsmed on the
State Departme

Objections one 4nd two have now
been removed—the first, by simple
excision of the $17 billion total by
Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg: and
the second, by replacement of the
administrative system outlined in
the bill by & system designed for
Senator Vande nbrra by the Brook-
ings Institul
CURBED BY VANDENBERG

total, on the ground that no accur-
ate estimate of the four-year cost
of ERP could possibly be offered.
‘The Bureau then took the matter
into its own hands, arriving at u:e
ll'lhﬂllonﬂlul’!bylmﬂnllm

rage. And after this, to the de-
uuht of the State Department. Sen-
ator Vandenberg in turn took the
matter into his hands, and knocied
the figure out of the

was the Budget Bureau's some-
what extreme Interpretation uw Sec-
retary of State Marshall's original
specifications. What has now
emerged from the Brookings Insti-
tution is not so very far from what
me Dep-n.mznt wanted in the first

nmuy there is the much mis-

Marquis Child

understood matter of the amoun!
of appropriation for the first e
teen-month period of ERP, wkich
has recently beer such &
ruckus. Until just prior to the open-
g of the Congresslonal session,
the State Department and Harri-
committee experts _expected
that Congress would be asked for
$74 billions. This total comprised
three sums—first, $600 millions to
meet obligations already contract-
ed by European governments for
imports from this country. prior
initiation of ERP; second. $6 il
lions to be expended during the
first fifteen months of ERP. and
third. $800 millions of forward con-
tracts, for 1950 delivery, to be made
during these first fifteen months.
The present startlingly different re-
sult emerged after Budget Bureau
processing

the Bureau knocked out

gations as not allowable (thus in-
suring that ERP's customers would
get off o a bad start). Second, the
Bureau's experts po
the U_ S. a distinetiy ow
pay Out of every billion dolars'
worth of goods and services pur-
chased by the government in the
next tiscal year. about $250 milllons
worth will not be paid for until
three months after the year has
ended.
DELAYED PAYMENT

Therefore, they argued. ERP
might consume $6 billions of gaods
and services in the fifteen-month
period from April 1,

1948-1949 budget, conveniently
bringing the total U. S. budget un-
der the $40 billions desired by the

“President.

To be sure,
cluding the need rur u.‘s Buuam
additional later on to meet clow-

ERP bl ave sl clearly boted
in the budget message. Senator
Styles Bridges must have besn @
trifle less than frank, when he
charged fraud against the adminis-
tration. The procedure adopted by
the Budget Bureau is the standard
procedure of. the Government. a3
also in the case of including the
$ bon global total. And
ghairman of - the Appropristions
Committee of the Senate,

Bridges should both have neticed
the explanation of this curlous pro-

cedure in the budget message, and
have lnwwn Federal practite well
enoug! recoghize what was

lnndArd lnd familiar.

An Act Of Greatness

WASHINGTON

E reasons behind General of the
Army Dwight D. Eisenhower’s
decision to remove once
and for all from consideration as &
Presidential candidate many
and varied. as must always be true
in a situation so highly complex.
But the reasons as they relate to

the American political scene today -

should cause some serious sel-
searching on the part of everyone
who pretends to any political re-
sponsibility.

The popular demand for Eisen-
hower for President grew, i part at
least. out of a fe that the time
calls for something more than the
self-seeking politician. It was the
need for a strong man, a leader, a
hero.

isenhower was keenly aware of
how this entered into his popularity.
He understood in) le
were turning him with the wist-
ful belief that he could produce
rt of magic which would re-
mlve e pmbhm pressing so hard.
A keen student of democracy, Eisen-
hower understood, too, that this was
ot & sign of political health. It
disturbed him deeply that. powers
should be attributed to him which
he did not possess.
MAJOR HANDICAP

A" military man would be handi-
capped as President, a fact which
Gen. Eisenhower recognized
matter how careful he was nor how
far he bent over backward to avoid
the sppearance of favoring the
srmedrservices, he wauld,be accused
of doing just thal

What. t7oubled the General fiost
about the whole experience was
that even his friends would not
take seriously his repeated protests
that he did pot want the Presidency
or any high political office. They
would smie skeptically when he

would say, with all possible eamest~
ness, that he meant what he said.
And the skepticism was not allayed
when he sald with equal earnest-
Dess that a military man should not
shut the door to a draft for the
Presidency In the event of some
unforeseeable circumstanc

. said cynical Washington,
was the loophole which would make
it possiole to organize a draft. It
was in part genuine modesty that
held Eisenhower back from issuing
a statement sooner. The very fact
of saying no was a kind of boast
that popular demand could be re-
sisted tn no other way. Or 5o the
harassed General reasoned.
GLAD TO BE OUT OF IT

Once the decision was taken to
say an unmistakable no, Eiseahow-
er immediately felt more at peace
with himself and the world than he
had since the boom had begun. It
remained to make - his larguage
clear beyond the possibility of mis-
interpretation.

Thus he debated whether ‘o say
that he “could not accept nomina-
tion” or that he “would not accept*
it He decided fimally on “could”
instead of “"would” as being the
stronger word.

Elsenhower was néve: T under any
Tusion about the atuitude of the
professional yn!mcllm tofvard him,
Be tmew that the

rs and d take hi
Sy 1 They were Toraed tor That
is why he persisted in believing that
the nomination wes a remote con-
tingency, and this helps to explain
his reluctance to announce that he
was putting the crown asi
isenhower has performed
an act of greatness, He hay per-
formed it with the humility and
the dignity that characterize & great
man

Marshall Talked Eisenhower Out Of Race

publican man- :

WASHINGTON
VENERAL EISENHO! had lunch with a group of
brother officers abouf three 'eclu before he pulled his
hat out of the Presidential ring, at which time he told them
that he was fed up and disgusted -uh pollum especially the
Pennsylvania Republicans. who told” st the
famous Curtis Club dinner. That. ha nm was why he was
soon getting out of the political race.

This, however, was not quite all the story. The real fact
is that one man had most to do with Ike's withdrawal. He
is the man who put Eisenhower in as top commander of
me greatest military operation in American history—George

Marshall.

And behind Marshall to a considerable extent was an-
other mm—nm-y 8. Truman.

Marshall lo\ an lmporum muz from Gen. Omar Brad-
rom the Pennsylvania Re-
publicans “ad othe luchm Nmn.h:lg. it ‘was the Sec-
retary of State ‘who did the most to take his colleague-in-
arms out of lhe pomlu.l pleture.

ay. dent Truman
privately that he knew all along Ike wasn't
that wasn't the way he felt about It just before Christmas. In

fact, when Bob Hannegan back from a political tour

October and reported, “Well, boss,"you're in fine shape
everywhe: for " Truman gritted his teeth
and fumed:

“I don't want to talk about him.”
Even thl. ‘Truman had

before t George
Allen for trying to
belov

been so
boom Eisenhower, that he fired his once-

mouflaged
luﬂnmhnul'-hzlqum on Eisenhower, the President sud-
denly that he had -nmnudcenm\lanm
Chief of Staff. This left Ike in the uncomfortable position of
remaining in a job where he was obviously not wanted, with
‘walting to take over.

-President
on the Truman ticket—if Ike persisted In running for Presi-
To put it mildly, #t was all too evident that relations bes

tween the Chief of Staff and his Commander-in-Chief were
strained indeed.

Marshall Steps In
HORTLY thereafter, General Marshall came back from the
Foreign Ministers Conference. !mmedmlel)
he went to work on Eisenhowet. He told him that
candidacy was hurting the Army. that in the end Ike ould
get hurt too. Marshall urged that he get out of the race,
said he didnt want to oppose him. but that he would have
to if he used his military career as & steppingstone to politics.
AU that time it was quite evident that Ike was a can-
didate.
Meanwhile various arguments were brought to bear on
Esenhower, not only by Marshall but by other Army offi-
cers. It was empl d that be was hurting the Army. 1o
& political campaign a lot of dirty linen would be was!
L e humoring of Field ‘Maranalt Montgomery. the Battle of
the failure of Patton to get gasoline.

Also there was the loyalty of a soldier. When Eisenhower
came back from Germany in 1945, it was Harry Truman who
called Senator Elbert Thomas of Utah, then chairman of
the Senate Miliary Alfsire Commitiee and asked that &

making Eisenhower a permanent five-star gen-
oraL Fhoomas had. refused, pointing out that it would offend
MacArthur, Nimitz and Marshall  But the President even
sent Secretary of the Vinson to Senator Thomas
as a special lobbyist for Eisenhower’s permanent promo-
tion

Then there was the fact that Harry Truman made him
Chief of Statf—the highest position in the U. S. Army.
Naturally there were twinges of a soldler's conscience.
Memories of Truman's loyalty came simultaneously with
the Pennsylvania Republican dinuer at the Curtis Club where
GOP politiclans got outraged s suggestion that busi-
ness should take the leadership in heading off inflation by
an( up profits for & year f necessary.
This soured Ike considerably, and he told brother offi-
e that If dinnes-table conversations were to be used
, he wanted none of politics.
In fact, Tke felt so bitter about politics that he remarked
that both parties were rotten: we mouxd clean out the
on both sides of

Wait Until 1952
MEANWHILE other political doubts had plagued Ikes
mind. One was that he might be nominated by people
he didn't know who had made a lot of promises in return
for the campaign cush. This would make him" obligated,
Another worry was that he would be nominated in a conven-
tion dogfight at_which he would have no control over the
party platform. This would put him In the position of carry=
ing out a platform which he had not drafted.
PFinally, friends pointed.out that the next four years were

him in 1948 would want him eten more in 1952. And by 19;2
ine would have four years as a college president in which to
take off the military curse

. All of these factors counted. But the
greatest influence was George Marshall—who had made
Tke top war commander, and who might run against him for
Vice-President on the Democratic ticket.

After Eisenhower made hu final decision and it was
communicated to Pre Truman—which was about
three weeks ago—he decided tn remaln slent for awiile. and
among other things help umu the MacArthur boom.

Eisenhower wanted o do this, not only because of his
long-standing vendetta wilh MacArthur, but also because
he wanted to help

Back In the dass when MacArthur was Chief of Staff,

Major Dwight Eisenhower sat at an obscure desk in the
“Chlef’s” outer office. Nevertheless he was MacArth: -

man with the

wes
Chief of Staff.” s
ments ever written by a retiring Army. office

And when MacArthur sail=d for Manila to Urain a new
Philippine constabulary, Eisephower went along as his right-
hand man In Manila, however. th* didn't get along.
Eventually Ike was fired.

So, the other day. when MacArthur's one-time ghost-
writer withdrew from the race for President, he penned an-
other beautiful statement. This time he wasn't ariung
for MacArthur, This fime he was Sritng partly to take

Arthur also out of the Presidential race.




