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The Labor Fromnt

Wad!uingtmo BackLroum!

GOP Leaders Polish-Born Aide Ghosted
Hurley's Famed Irish Wit

By The Inquirer Washington Bureau Staff

Quiz Aides on
Labor Drive

By Victor Riesel

IBSING babies at ejection time

may be a past art but it
‘@doesn't look like the professional
political leaders can svoid sitting
with them.

It's a technique the labor politi-
cos exploited last month much to
the chagrin of the regular 75- cent-
sn-hour teen age baby-minders.
But the union political action
chuefs were out for ballots and good
will and claim it woh many a
housewife's vote for their candi-
dates.

OW the Republican Party's

‘earmestly sodul - searching
strategists are looking into those
techniques In every ward in the
country to discover if any bets have
been owerlooked in the drive “to
bring victory back . . . in the Con-
greagional elections.” .

Republican district workers
everywhere have just received a
Jetter from their energetic, tall,
mustached national chairman,
Hugh Scott, who asks them blunt-
Iv. “Where did our party fail in
your community?"

HIS farm letter to 180,000 party
workers has generally been
viewed &5 A routine pep talk on
paper, with a bid for doliars at-
tached. But there's far more to it
than that. At naticnal GOP head-
quarters in Washington, the
gtrategists tel]l me they're deeply
interested in the operations of the
new, doorbell-ringing-political ma-
chines thrown into the wards by
un:on district captains in the final
week of the campaign.

The GOP topeide people want to
know just what happened. Was
their party misunderstood, did they
lose on issues, or did tbe labor
crowd merely turn the campaign
nto s personal popularity contest
by sitting with bablies, shopping
for housewives and commiserating
on perscnal predlems?

HEN the mnformation rolls
into the GOP national head-
quarters in Connecticut Ave., it will
be tabulated. analyvzed and sub-
mitted to the Republican Nationhal
Committee when it meets during
the last week in January or the
firs: week in Pebruary somewhere
in the midwest.

Incidentally. at the very time
the Republicans are post-mor-
temizning, the AFL chiefs will be
whipping into shape across coun-
try th Miami a political and propa-
gabda machine which they expect
to juggernaut right into the Demo-
cratic Party and capture a good
pars of .

‘The Republicans will not et the
Miany mpangqvers go gnwatched.

. & &

. REASON is that Bugh
Scott and the other GOP
leaders have no intention of auto-

matically eonceding the labor vote
to the Democrats—and are inter-

ested In what the union chiefs have
to say.

In fact. ever since early hours
that gray dawn of Nov. 4, when
thousands of letters began hitting
Scott’'s defk calling for s nstion-
wide policy eonference to give the
Republican Party a “brosder base,”
8cott has been “very much for get-
ting labor's point of view presented
at this parley.”

TE!Y'II practical men, thess
Republican leaders, and have
little hope that the committed labor

giants, even if they were wanted,
would trek to the national policy
sonference.

But the GOP did have the sup-
port of scores of rank-and-file
lJeaders and rank-and-file rank-
and-filers. These are the union
men Scott will try to get to speak
gp at the gabfest.

This conference still s in the
planning stage. But there seems
to be little doubt, amongst those
1 spoks to, that the Republican
National Committee, when it
meets in about & month, will ap-
prove a mid-year conference—
and thst there will be labor men
present.

L ] L ] »

OV. DEWEY himself now B

reported believing that too
lirtle emphasis was placed on cam-
palgn to the 15.000.000
union members and his camp has
been exceedingly friendly to New
York's labor circles in the past
few weeks.

Senator Taft, who was never a
die-hard on his labor law, has
always been for amending it.

Therell be no appeasement,
but the QOP does want to know
what the working union stiff is
thinking.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 23.

to a brigadier general the other day, it reminded us that

WI-EN President Truman elevated Col. A. Robert Ginsburgh

the new general never got credit for a lot of hard work he
ut in ghosting pieces for many officials in the War Department

P

i -

ley’s

GEN. PAT HURLEY

rom the Secretary of War to some generals.
: — 4 However, the best story they tell about
e Qinsburgh
Hurley when he was Secretary of War in
President Herbert Hoover's Cabinet.
Hurley went around the country tell-
—ing some of the funniest Irish stories told
by a Cabinet officer. Hurley
tation of bein
ences did not i
who was putting the Irish jokes in Hur-

concerns Maj. Gen. Patrick J.

t the repu-
an Irish wit. But his audi-
now that it was Ginsburgh

hes.

Incidentally, Ginsburgh, who was
born in Warsaw, worked on the old New
York World when the First World War
started. He enlisted and was promoted to
first lleutenant. He has been with the
Army many yea‘rs.

Here is one for the books!

The Chesapeake and Potomac Tele-
phone Co.s house organ, The Transmit-
ter, shows that it can garble figures as
adroitly as the Census Burean, always
good for a laugh.

The current Transmitter says that: ‘
‘“Yale graduates have 1.3 children while Vassar graduates
have 1.7 children. This proves that women have more children

than men.”
*

BSenator Ralph BE. Flanders (R., Vt.) almost became a second

itory man the

other day trying to get into his home.

Flanders, who is chalrman of a joint House-Senafe commit-
tee delving into corporate profits, concluded late hearings and

went home.
His key would not o

n the door. Flanders circled his house

trying the windows on the Airst floor. It- was no soap. They were

cl tight.

Forty-five minutes later he called police. A District of Colum-

bia policeman went u

a ladder.into the only unlocked second

story window and let the Senator in.
"At least we were safe Irom.burg‘l'm.” Flanders said later.

The espio

nage hearings of the House Un-American Activities

Commiittee has been sending shivers down the backs of Govern-
ment employes. As a result some very funny incidents have

cropped up.
hia tes and told him:

and
find the souree.”

ntly a Civil Service Commission ofticial called in one of

50
“W had a leak here in the Commission for over a year,
despite everything we’ve done to run it down, we just can’t

“What's it about—loyalty?” the underling asked.
answered. “Water.”

“No,” the boss

A collector’s Christmas card has been received by officers of
the National Geographic Socjety from the sequestered kingdom

of Nepal.

Printed on a primitive handmade paper, its chief feature is
a conventional! kneeling Buddha in the unconventional role of
conveying Yule greetings. Underneath the idol is the familiar

message:
“Merry Christmas.”

The blending of Christian and Buddhist symbolism was air-
mailed by members of a scientific expedition which recently ar-
rived in Nepal under sponsorship of the Society, Yale University

and the Smithsonian Inst.il‘;‘utim}.

Washingtdn is getting ready to end the wettest season it has

experienced since 1889,

This time it's not the per capita consumption o1 alcohol that
the Weather Bureau is bragging about, but the amount of rain.
With only seven days to go, 56.18 inches of precipitation al-
ready has been measured at the National Airport, the fourth
greatest amount in 77 years of Weather Burean records. The rec-
ord of £1.33 inches in 1589 was preceded by 60.09 in 1878, and 58.17

ia 1856,
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the inte sensid
- nw perima w3 wBdited by John C. O’Brien. -

 Edgar Ansel Mowrer

American Liberty Is Periled
By Wild Espionage Scare

HE death of Laurence Duggan

ought to be s signal to the
American people to stop, look and
Haten. :

Like most other citizens, T have
not the slighteat ides whether Mr.
Duggan was the victim of murder
or of suicide aor of an accident.
Yet hiz death somehow indicates
that the United States of Amer-
ica we knew is becoming a differ-
ent and a worse place, '

Mr. Duggan's death in connec-
tion with the espionage disclosure
was not the first. Harry White,
formerly a top executive in the
Treasury Depariment, died alleg-
edly of “heart failure™ after he
had become involved in the same
aflair.

) . &
LGER HISS, a former State
Department favorite, stands
sccused of perjury in connection
with alleged &spionage for a for-
elgn government,

Dr. Edward Condon, head of the
U. 8. Bureau of Standards, was
denounced publicly by & sub-com-
mittee of the House Un-American
Activities Committee as the
“weaakest link in American secur-
ity.”

Other prominent names are be-
ing bandied about Washington as
connected with a vast Internation-
al plat against the United States.

Rightly or wrongly? Who knows?
» L J L ]

HAT I think we do know is

that it this sort of thing goes
on, the kind of United States that
lasted from 1789 up until Pearl
Harbor is gone forever. Today the
FBI has only investigatory pow-
ers. It is not, I believe, supposed

Headline Hopping

You Can Still Be Plastered,
But Not Painted in N. J. Bars

By Ollie Crawford

DRINK hearty, mates!

New Jersey has barred tattoo artists

from Its saloons. You can still get plastered, but not painted.
There was a time when all they needled was the beer.

Commissioner Hock says finding Old Ironsides tattooed on

your chest, might be bad for your constitution. You can still wake

s

ersey haa decided the hangover’s

nicolor Nlustrations.

8.8. Missourl firing m-m salutes in

our head.

enough wi t tech-

You can have Betty Grable on your mind, but not on your

ebhest.

Hock doesn't want any moaning at the bar when he puts

out to see. If

wants pink elephants, they'll have to paint

the beasts themselves. There’s such a thing as having one tattoo
too many. Bars are no placesfor skin games and they don't want
the customers competing with the television.
Now theyll have speakeasles for tattooing. Hide-aways.
Jersey doesn’t want you to get tattooed on your “Lost Week-

end.”

Ever since the bridge deals, they've been reshuffiing the

deck The State'szlogan is: “We may be Jersey, but you can’t pull

the wool over our eyes.” .

‘The tattoo artist can still make his mark, but not in Jerse

~ bars.

When you're painting the town red, it's no time to ge
ed. The only art the commission wants in its taverns is the

—and the bartender can draw that.

This New Year, all the customers will get stuck with is the
check After all, how can auld acquaintance be forgot when the
name is tattooed on your right arm? -

fo read letters through the en-
velopes or to tap telephone wires.
But tomorrow?

The so-called loyalty test for
Government employes seems based
on the principle of‘guilt by as-
sociation.” . This means that al-
though there may be not one shred
of evidence that a specific govern-
ment employe is anything but &
discreet and patriotic American,
it he or hiz wife or his brothers
or his children happen to frequent
the company of Communists or
Wallace-ites or pro-Russians, he
can be declared unfit to occupy a
governmeni joh. In consequence,
all government officials must
change their friends dnd associ-
ates from time to time as the

" Amertcan foreign policy evolves.

AD the tests been in opera-

tion in 1941, all those friendly
to Nazi Germany or Fascist Italy
or semi-Fascist Spain would have
been invited to leave. Just now it
is the pre-R . Tomorrow it
could be the pro-Chinese or pro-
Argentines.

What is the end of this develop-
ment? Clearly, a state whose citi-
zens, if they wish to work for their
government, are expected to
change thefr opinlons in order—
or to have none,

Nonetheless, the Chambers doc-
uments exist. There certainly
seems t0 have been a leak in the
State Department. The spy scare
does have justiflcation. How then
reconcile the real need for defend-
ing the defense secrets of the Unit-
ed States at a moment of world
crisis with tha equal need for de-
fending the righta of individual
citizens?

OMETHING, I submit, could be
accomplished by education.
Had the Administration and the
American public been aware that
all Communists and crypto-Com-
munists were potential spies for
the Soviet Union, clearly some
persons would not have been taken
into government service. But not
all American pro-Russians are
spieq or even potential sples. °
Personally, I believe the USSR
to be the mest reactionary gov-
anment in the present world and
one of the most hateful. That is
because 1 esteem personal liberty
far above social security.

" " @

HE present spy scare is » symp-

tom of something much more
frightening: In the air-and-atom
age, there is a real incompatibil-
ity between maximum military se-
curity and personal {freedom.
Booner or later, under the threat
of instant stomization and reve-
lations to the “enemy,” the Amer-
fcan people are going to be de-
prived of that freedom and per-
sonal independence out of which,
far more than out of any high

standard of living, the “American

way of life” has been compounded.

Woodrow Wilson told us in 1917
that we should have to give up
democracy or make the world safe
for it. The spy scare is saying that
we shall have to give up our free-
doms or eliminate war.

Westhrook Pegler

Students Get
Wrong S at
On Unioviism

Y CONVERSATION and cor-

respandence with young
Americans I have heen convinced
that most of the teachers of classes
dealing with unionism in our enl-
leges and high schools are either
willful liars or ignorant gossips.
Some of the young men and women
with whom I discussed the large
subject of wunionism some few
years ago are now thoroughly
adult citizens along toward thirty.
They probably are still decelved
by the lles or stupid superstitions
which they heard when they were
too young to cope with poised and
glib professionals in class,

The members of the present
student bodies who express their
puzzles to me obviously are being
imposed upon with the same
counterfeit of knowledge.

HE teachers ususlly help them-

selves to the false assumption
that anything which the students
may read in the papers which dis-
parages unionism is Pascist propa-
ganda paid for by Wall Street
and/or the National Assoclation
of Manufacturers. This was the
gist of President Truman's re-
marks about the Taft-Hartley
Law during the recent campaign.
Inasmuch as young students are
&till naive and idealistic, a Pres-
ident who twists the truth has an
advantage of them. Not for fif-
teen or twenty yesrs will they
really understand that a candidate
who ¢laims a privilege known as
“campaign oratory” actually
claims a license to lie without
moral responsibility.

There {5 only one way to get at
the truth of unionism. That is by
analyzing the union constitutions,
clause by clause, studying the ex-

perience of men, union$ and com- |

unities and comparing the po-
tical claims with the facts,

RTUNATELY for any student

who seriously intends to rout
a dishonest teacher, there  are
few “good” unions. Careful study
of any of the big ones will dis-
credit any pedagogue who unider-
takes to defend them.

To get at the real root of the
evil I would recommend the con-
stitutions of the Musicians Union,
the Hodcarriers, the Teamsters,
the Boilermakers and the United
Mine Workers unions. I suggest
these because they are the gaudi-
est affronts to the American con-
cept of responsible government
and popular power. They spell out
autocracy and the power of the
union bosses to graft, persecute,
abolish the electoral process by
executive ruse and perpetuate
themselves in office.

L [ 3 L ]

ADVISE all students to heckle
their teachers, make them
shun the old persuasive cliches
and prove every assumption and
contention. Concede nothing. If &
teacher slyly speaks of Dan Tobin,
the president of the Teamsters, as
a2 *labor lgader” say “wait o
minute! not ‘labor leader’ but
‘union boss".” If he won't stand for
“union boss” settle for “union of-
ficial.” But don't let him call Dan
Tobin a labor leader. Or Lewis or
Petrilo, of the Musicians, or
Moresacht, of the Hodcarriers.
Don't let your teacher speak
of the union people as “organized
labor.” The proper term would be
“gubjugated labor,” as you can
prove to the mtisfaction of the
class if you will study the consti-
tutions, the methods of unions and
the conduct of the Labor Relations
Board from the beginning.

ONT let him talk you off the

subject. Don't be enticed or
seduced into a discussion of the
sins of employers, a favorite ruse
of the liars and fakers who teach
“labor relatlons™ and “social
science.” The subject i= not rela-
tions between employers and
workers, The subject is the rela-
tionship between . unions and
workers, first,

Years ago some of our states,
and northern states as well as
sisters of the southern tier, leased
out convicts from their prisons to
work for manufacturers and road-
builders, on terms agreed by the
warden and the empioyers. Unions
nowadays do exactly the same
thing, except that they let their
subjects receive some pay after the
checkoffs. However, don't forget
that the union worker has to pay
for his own keep whereas the
prisoners got free board and rcom.

You will find that most of the
teachers know very little and can
be drawn into silly statements.
They will say that the Wagner Act
was intended to make it possible
for workers to organize Actusally,
the act plainly says it was intend-
ed to promote interstate commerce
by minimizing the causes of labor
disputes. But the result was {o
confer a power of taxation for
political purposes on a private, ir-
respansible political auxiliary of
the party which enacted the law.

-: Gossip of the Nation :-

Walter Winchell

NEW YORK, Dec 23.
HE Woonsocket-Call (in Rhode Island) has a
fine idea: Every Christmas Day the gazette
omits all news of crime and violence from‘s
front pages. Only items having to do with Christmas
appear on page one. News stories are relegated to in-
side pages.

Last Christmas Eve cnly one officer remained on
duty at Camp Kilmer, His name: Capt. Sammy
Klause.

Christmas makes this classic tale propitious: An
agnostic once challenged a 9-'year-old: *“I will give
you an orange if you will tell me where the Lord is.”

The youngstar replied: “1 will give you two oranges
if you will tell me where He is not.” ~
L] - L]

OHN BARRYMORE had many difficulties with
J one ornery B'way producer. Barrymore de-
scribed him thus: “He's the kind of a man, who,
if he said Merry Christmas to you—yot'd want to
hit him!”
Probably the most memorable Yuletide wordage is
the heloved posm, A Visit from St. Nicholas.”
It was writteth by Clement C. Moore, who taught
Hebrew. .
They would have you believe that it happened
& reporter for the anti-New Deal Chicago Tribune.

During Christmas Week -he was assigned to inter-

view a popular clergyman who was an ardent FDR
admirer. The pewsman bhegan the interview with:
“Merry Christmas, Father. I am a reporter for the
Chicago Tribune.”

The clergyman intoned: “That is forgiven. Now
what other sing do you have to confess?"

When Woodrow Wilson was asked what’s the best
way to prove the greatness of Christianity, he said

simply. “Try i&.”

L] ] .

COMMON greeting the world over rat this time
A of yeary is the cheery: “Merry Christmas!”

but in Miamli, Fla.. a family uses the phrase all
year. The family name is Christmas. When Mama
calls, “Merry-Merry Christmas!” she's calling her
27-month-old daughter. .

Santa Claus s the real name of a preacher in
Marshall, Mo. Bvery year he gets hundreds of letters
and answers them sall. :

Novelist Mary Ellen Chase penned this tale: “My
grandmother waited for a fortnight or longer after
Christmas before she proferred her gifts to family,
neighbors and friends. By early January, she con-
cluded, expectation would have vanished and the
rapture of sudden surprise would again be abroad
in the world.”

As Don Marquis wrote; “The exchange of Christ-
mt;rs; ';nfts should be reciprocal rather than retalia-

NE of the better Yuletide chucklers concerns
the pretty-face who refused to hang mistletoe
at Christmas. With a twinkle in her baby-blues

she coo'd: “No sir! I've got too much pride to ad-
vertise for the ordinary courtesies a lady has a per-
fect right to expect!”

In Tulsa (QCkla,) Chauncey Moore operates a
bureau to place needy children in various homes
during the Christmas season. Last year a 50-year-old
widow called up and said that while she wasn't s
child, she was lonely. Could Mr. Moore help? He
called a bachelor friend who called the lady.

They made a date for Christmas dinner, church
and a show.

Will Rogers once told about a youngster who,
waking up, said: “Is this Christmas morning? If it
ain't, I washed my socks for nothin'.”

» [ ] [ ]

ARDINAL SPELLMAN'S Christmas gift for the
mind: “The joy of Christmas is a joy that war
cannot kill, for it is a joy of the soul and the

soul cannot die. Poverty cannot prevent the joy of
Christmas, for it is a joy no earthly wealth can give.
“Time eannot wither Christmas, for it belongs to
eternity. The world cannot shatter it, for it is a union
with Him who has overcome the world.”
Yu’ﬁh;ﬂﬂalvation Army used to award baskets each
etide Indiscriminately. But seven years
decided to give people checks, thstead of tm t:?&
toys, with gratifying results. One father said grate-
fully: “It makes me feel like a man again, to be able
to go out and buy things for my kids.”
- L ] L ]

benefit of tots, s0 they could dial Santa (with

mommy's help) and tell him their Yule re-
quests. . , . Bomehow the phone line got tangled, and
many of the calls went to the switchboard operator
of an ad agency. This phone operator deserves the
DSC for kindness to small fry. Instead of destroying
childish faith, she told the kids she was Mrs. Claus—
that Santa was slaving awsy for them in his toy
shop—and then gave the correct phone number (the
toy firm’s) for reaching it. \

An editorialist who was unable to dream up an
adequate Christmasz piece wrote to James Gordon
Bennett: “Only God can write a worthwhile Christ-
mas essay. Merry Christmas.”

Bennett replied: “God is hired; you're fired.
Happy New Year.”

L L4 L4

FDR ONCE illustrated the meaning of the Yule-

3. TOY firm installed a special phone for the

tide spirit by spinning this one; A thief broke

into the home of a priest and stole his purse.
That night the priest wrote in his diary: “Let me be
thankful. First, because I was never robbed befare.
Second, because aithough he took my purse, he did
not take my life. Third, because although he took all
I passessed, it was not much. And fourth, because it
was I who was robbed-—not I who robbed.”

Danton Walker

NEW YORK, Dec. 23.
OME of these Dutch Marines who parachuted
into Indonesis were trained at Quantico and
Parris Island by our own Marine Corps. . .Ameri-
can oll interests are pulling out of Colombis, where
the good neighbor policy isn’t working too well and
the oil isn't so good, either . . .
Princess Elizabeth's first official
public appearance since the
baby's arrival will be at Edin-
burgh University, where she
will receive an honorary law de-
gree next month.

The hardest-working lobby
in Washington is trving to iand
the Secretary of Commerce job
for Floyd Odlum, Atlas Holding
Corp. Julius Krug, present sec-
retary, will be one of the first
to bow out of Triman's cabinet
. . . Democratie¢ liberals in the
House of Representatives are
laying plans to seize control of
the powerful Rules Committee.
If they succeed, the skids will
be put under the Un-American NANCY QAKES MARIGNY
Activities Committee,

Nancy Oakes Marigny, who swapped quarters with
Carmen Figuroa, unofficial ambassador from Mexico
(he gets her New York apartment. she his villa in
Mexico City), will underge surgery while south of
the border.

When George Choremi gets his divorce from Nancy
Choremi through the Greek Consular Court in Alex-
andria, he'll marry Parisian-born Simone Bernard
Hershey, a childhood romance interrupted when she
wed GI Corp. Stanley 8. Hershey, of Cleveland, O.,
while he was attached to the U. S. Army Service
Command in the Middle East. She won an oncon-
tested divorce in 1946 in Cleveland.

Mrs. B, E. Steel, wife of the Manufacturers Trust
vice president, is seriously ill at a New York hospital
. .. Los Angeles police helieve they now have enough
evidence to reopen the 13-year-old Thelma Todd
mystery death . . . Scotty Beckett’s front page antics
(drunken driving charge) may cost him an M-G-M
build-up. He was set for the role of Clark Gable's
son in “Any Number Can Play.”

] . ]

571 actors working in its numerous casts . . .
Herb Shriner, “Inside U.S.A." comic, turned
the tables by tessing a party for all department

THE Theater Guiid will play Santa Claus to the

‘Maurice Chevalier manner .

store Sants Clauses at the CBS studics . . . Musicians
buzzing about the bigtime bandieader who got $3000
for a one-night stand (banquet) and handed out $16
each to his musicians as tips. The outfit that gave
the dinner made up for it.

Perry Como’s waxing of “The Missourl Waltz,” we
are reminded by RCA-Victor, was the first record to

get on the air after the Petrillo ban was lifted—in
two hours flat . . . A song written by Gloria De Haven
will be used in a proposed Broadway show called
“Cops and Robbers.” . . . The current Black-and-
White art exhibit of Lisa at Rockefeller Center will
contribute all sales money to the March of Dimes

campaign. -
» * L]

J. Borden Harriman, is trying to woo Al Jolson
to New York for a series of concerts In the
. . Leila Ernst, one of
the prettier musical comedy starlets, is8 now work-
ing as a model . ., , A deal is almost set with Louis
B. Mayer for Lena Horne and Billy Eckstine to play
important roles in a forthcoming M-G-M musical,
to be directed by Carey Wilson.

The female prison inmates used In Columbia’s
“Shockproof” got more pay than the regular extras
... "Make Way for Luciag,” by John Van Druten,
pops up but with Isabel Jeans in the lead. The real
star of that attraction is costume designer Lucinda
Ballard, Her 1911 outfits for Miss Jeans are not
just quaint—they are exquisite.

. - - »

PRODUCER ROY RUSSELL, grandson of Mrs.

early in 1949 {o pick a successor for film czar
Eric Johnston, hoping to get one at half price . ..
The real estate lobby will stump for a 17 percent in-

TOP executives of major movie studios will meet

crease, then settle for 10 percent .. . Video execu-.

tives and cafe operators anticipate a 25 percent
revenye tax as admission to all night clubs in Penn-
sylvania and just upheld by the courts.

Some 18 West Side Manhattan night spots are
keeping quiet about a picket line that could ruin the
holiday trade. The pickets are a result of a juris-
dictional spat between Waliters' Local 16 and the
Allied Trades Councll) . . . Two night spots, La Mar-
tinigue and the Embassy, suspended until just be-
fore New Year's and Manny Wolt's famous midtown
East Side chop house ‘“‘closed for alterations.” . .

‘Patty Clarke’s Third ave. bar used as background

in “The Lost Week-end,” is up for sale at an asking
price of $40,000. '

Samuel Grafton

Thanks to U.N. Chiefs for Advancing Peace

MERRY CHRISTMAS to Try-
gve Lie and Herbert V. Evatt,
who did not walt until Christmas
before remembering about peace
on earth. By trying to bring the
Powers together fn November, Lie
and Evait advanced the annuat
peace season by a full six weeks.
This is a greater miracle than pro-
ducing strawberrles in January.
May their holiday be merry because
of it.

A Merry Christinas to all Neth-
erlanders who may, in their hearts
oppose their country’s dubious
Christmas gift of war to the East
Indies and the world.

- [ ] L
MERRY CHRISTMAS to a
man I saw using a hand spade
to clean out the stalled works of a
big complicated spow-removal ma-
chine. The monster mechanism
stood submissively, while the small

THEY'LL DO IT EVERY TIME

man dug at its insides with the
shovel like any suburbanite clear-
ing his path. It cheered the crowd
enormously and made everybody
smile. Perhaps it was a crowd
which wanted some proof that man
comes before the machine, even in
our time. You could see the people
on the sidewalk being reassured
even about atomic energy by what
they were witnessing.

A Merry Christmas to all who
know exactly how to save the
world. May a healing touch of
doubt as to their formulas and pet
procedures occur to them during
this holiday season, Armed with
humility, may they then go for-
ward after New Year's Day, per-
haps even to save the world.

MERRY CHRISTMAS to all
leathery characters who make
a great commercial to-do of the

By Jimmy Hatlo

1925 --WiTH SIX KIDS To WASH
C¢LOTHES FOR, POOR MOM HAD TO
DO THE LAUNDRY THE HARD WAY —

194.8-FAMILY REUNION=THE KIDS
ARE ALL OUT ON THEIR OWN NOWw
GUESS WHAT POP FINALLY GAVE MOM=
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happy Christmas time knocking
out the eyes of client and contact
with wondrous gifts. They under-
stand, however dimly, the jm-
portance of at least one aspect of
the miracle of friendship; may they
go to ever deeper adventures in this
fleld.

A Merry Christmas to the United

Nations for finally making genoctde
a crime. It has taken thousands of
years for the world to realize that
to kill great numbers of people at
one time is just as bad as to kill
one person. We are still a bit ten-
tative about it, but I am sure that
we will accept this notion in time,

if we just keep repeating: “To kill
a thousand people is just as bad as
to kill one.” After all, there was
once a time when nobedy minded
spitting in the street, and now it
iz 8 misdemeanor. It goes to show
what humanity ean do about even
the most tolerantly accepted mis-
behavior when hts puts its mind to
it.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS to all
Republicans who want to
make their party into a liberal one,
and a Merry Christmas to all world
governmenters, who want to set up
a constitution for the planet. Both
are hard, wildly idealistic tasks. On
the whole, I think the world gov-
ermmmenters may come in first. In
fact, a very Merry Christmas to
world governmenters. They are the
finest products of our liberal civili-
ization. They may be wrong, as I
often think they are, but that’s the
kind of wrong to be.

A Merry Christmas tp all the
harassed, worried people, mostly
women in galoshes, whom one sees
ducking in and out of the shops.
Their backs ache, their arms are
stiff under bundles, and they
stand in slush to their inees. This
is truly a desperate situation for
any human being to be In; but it
is love which leads them on, a tiny
spark concesled on the windy street
corner, where the bent figures wait
for the bus. It 1s love which crowds
the bus, too, and puts its elbow on
your neck. That is humanity for
you, at its least graceful when at
its most glorious; its nose red and
running, its heart clear and true.

Lounella Parsons .

Alexis Smith
Is Latest to
Get Gable

ELD, I couldn't be more sur-
prised! Every actress has
been mentioned to play opposite
King Gable in “Any Number Can
Play” but the girl who actually
_gets the role.
She iz Al-
exliz 8mith,
She was botr-
rowed from
Jack Warner
who, sinee it
is the Christ-
mas season,
i5 i a lend-
ing frame of
mind. Mervyn
- Leroy, the
director, ia
getting ready
to shoot after
Christmas.
8 o metimes
in the past,
Alexis has

of being cold and a little aloof. But
what do you het ghe gives s swell
performance ?it.h Clark?
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Ciifferd Odets has had many
turn-dowtls from Hollywood stars
on "The Big Night,” his pay
which will star Joht;s(t“u-ﬂdd on
Broadway. Not beca all of the
girls wounldn’t like te play oppesite
John, who is & good acter, but 1t
ceems the play satirizes & well-
known Hollywood figure and
they have all said no.

1 am told that Faye Emersen is
being imterviewed far the part,
Faye, need 1 add, is Mrs. Elliotit
Roonevelt.
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When Christmas and New
Year's are all over. George Mont-
gomery has an interesting project
to work on. He will blossom out
;ioth his own independent produc-

.

finance it. The original script by
Benny Markson has already been
finished, and it will be filmed as &
semi-documsntary.

George says that his wife, Di
Shore, will not be in the film.

“Portrait of Jemny” s David
Selxnick's answer to all his eritics
who berated him for the earthy,
violent “Duel in the Sun.”

“Porirait of Jenny” is 39 bean-
titully spiritual, so delicate, and
such an inieresting stady of char-
acter. 1 have no intention of re-
viewing it nuntil it opens Christmas
Day. But I do want to say that
Robert Nathan's boek, which I
never thought had enough body te
make s pictare, tarns eut to be 2
gem. 1 am personally giad fer
Darid.
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Snapshots of Hollywood Coliect-
ed at Random: GQloria Hatrick
McLean, who sold her house to
bought & new
one - story
farmhouse in
g. ol d water

nyom.

price pm
was $50.000.

Ann Sothern
was the gal
that Clark
Gable escort-
ed to dinner
at the Zach-
ary Scott's
home a few

d

ANN SOTHERN

expects will
marry Dr. John Durik-—whom she
should have married in the first
place—glimpsed at the Pox and
Hounds having dinner together.
June is setling her house in Chev.
iot Hiils.

The oid Trocadero, where so
many of the stars danced and
dined in the old days, is being torn
down. A super-duper shoe store
will be erected on the rite.
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Margaret and Barbara Whiting
are doing their first show together
tomorrow night, Christinas Eve,
for the veterans at Bawtelle,

Alexis Smith and Craig Stevens
are back in town with a new car
they bought in the Midwest.

Willie Howard, the comedian, s
still 11 in & New York hospital

From New York comes word
aboot Mariene Dietrich and her
Bew flame, 1. 8. Patcevitch. Mar-
lene appesred at the theater in &
gold turban, sable stole, her skin
dezd white and her eyebrows jet
;l:ck. But she still looked strik-

Frances Gifford proved what a
hice gir! I have always known zhe
is when she helped revive an
eiderly woman who collapsed in a
department store, and then drove
her home to Giendale.

The Hedy Lamarr picture, “Ec-
stasy,”” on which $50.000 wss spent
on added scenes recently, has been
given a temporary seal of approval
by the Motion Picture Producers
Asngociation.

Today
By Mark Suffivan

Continued From First Page

intervening i our domestic politi-
cal concerns.” But the Economist
counseled restraint on the part of
the Labor Government: “It is
surely only colnmon prudence not
to do anything, if it is not strictly

count the future effect which na-
tionalizing of British industries
would be Hkely to have on the

United States and it economic

system.
Ouprright, 1948, M. T. Nerald-Tribane, Inc

been sceused-




