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BARE-FACED BID FOR HEADLINES

INNING at 7 o'clock last Saturday
night, those Americans who happened
to be listening to their radios were bom-
barded with an excited babel of assorted
comment on some “highly secret” State
Department papers which had been re-
leased for publication by the House Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities. Those
who did not hear the broadcasts found the
documents spréad across their Sunday
morning newspapers complete with all the
detalls,

‘The documents consisted of various

emoranda from U. 8. diplomats abroad to

e State Department back in the prewar
year of 1938. Bome of them had been pur-
loned in an unknown fashion from the
State Department, transferred to micro-
film, and handed over to one Whittaker
Chambers, at that time an avowed Com-
munist. He had kept them hidden (he sald
nothing about them when he was ques-
tioned by the Committee last Summer) but
fished them out of a pumpkin on his
Maryland farm last week and handed
them over to Committee agents. The red-
faced State Department had decided they
eould be published without jeopardizing
the safety of the nation.

‘The House Committee members were
eoverjoyed. They really
time. And they were golrig to make the
best of it.

8o, on Friday night, a full 24 hours in
advance, the headline-hungry committee
announced that the papers would be re-
leased for publication in Sunday morning
newspapers. That was to bpild up the sus-
pense, we suppose, and set the country on

something this °

edge for the great disclosure. If it' per-
formed the added service of notifying
newspaper desk men well in advance to
hold & few columns open for the papers in
the Sunday morning issue, preferably on
the front page, that would sult the Com-
mittee fine, too.

What happened, of course, is the same
thing that happens every time an im-
portant story is served up in advance for
release at a certaln time. Coples of the
report were handed over to newspaper
men and radio announcers that same
night, and the full text was moved by all
press assoctations before midnight Friday.
‘The lucky people who work for newspapers
and for the radio thus had a chance to
drool over the top secrets some 20 hours
before the poor taxpaying public.

‘There have been many Indications that
the House Un-American Affalrs Com-
mittee is more interested in getting head-
unes for itself and dlundm.nz the .Yuluoe

and th
l.n rounding up and convictl.nz Commlmhl
esplonage agents. But nothing it has done
before has been quite such a bare-faced,
unadorned bid for newspaper space as this.
s From the standpoint of the public, the
Committee’s action is utterly unsupport-
able. If the papers were of mich vital im-
portance to the citizens of the United
States, no member of the Thomas commit-
tee should have had the right to hold
them back 24 hours or one hour or one
minute. They should have been released
immediately upon clearance by the State
Department.

TUESDAY NIGHT'S SCHOOL MEETING

report of the State Education Com-
1 misson on schools, students and
teachers in North Carolina is frightening
—1in its bulk and in its implications. Those
in the state who received the huge, mimeo-
graphed report will testify that a thorough
and careful reading of it in this form
would take almost as long as the Commis-
sion took to prepare it. Those who have
waded into the clarity and depth of its
pages have certainly become concerned—
not alarmed — about education in the
South’s most progressive state.

Certainly it would be .unwise to “view
with alarm” the condition of North Caro-
lina’s education system. But, that educa-
tion like so many “systems” all
over the country, is inadequate; there are
glaring deficiencles — deficlencles that
will begin to pay off when students now
attending school graduate lnlo adulthood

structive program to rid the system of
these faults was put forward; but few of
us have had an opportunity to study the
program thoroughly. The report itself has
not as yet been published for general dis-
tribution.

It is tmprobable that the report will re-
cetve widespread circulation before -the
General Assembly meets in January. but it
1s Impérative that thinking citizens know
what, the report recommends so that they
mllg( make their position known to their
legislators.

‘Therefore, we feel that the mass meeting
at Central High 8chool tomorrow night to
discuss the report is a mun for any per-

th the

" ‘Brace Yourself, Old Boy’

Lobbies Getting Set For Battle

Welfare Issues In

(From Congressional Quarterly)
‘WASHINGTON

UGHER lobby battles are shaping over long-range

housing than over any other of five major welfare
issues to be decided by Congress.

Programs calling for rent control, Pederal aia
to education and national health~ Insurance
bring on stlf lobby_fighting alio, &

Quarterly survey of 21 major national organizations

shows. The least controversial of the five issues

covered {n the survey apparently will be extension of
Security.

The detalled and determined stands taken by the
organtzations on both sides

as the mortgage 4nd rent payment. the chil-
dren’s schooling and the doctor’s bill The sum-up 15

that perhaps even stiffer lobby fights lie ahead tha:
those staged during the Congress.
nllu-—Puhll: housing features of the long-

housing program . hlucrly oppmea by nuua-
ers, real estate, and organtzaf
strongly advocated by nunm and )-bor lmuD‘
Parmers are interested chiefly in the rural housing
aspects. Women's organizations are not solid on the
public stion, and the National Association
for the Colored People wants assur-

son who is
of the adult to provlde a good education
program for the child.

Dr. W. H. Plemmons, executive secretary

and into the

Faults in North Carolina’s ichoo].l in the
early part of this century can now be seen
in the imperfect going-ons in Tar Heel
business and government. A more enlight-
ened citizenry will make fewer mistakes
.in judgment in 1965 or 1970 — but because
North Carolina has failed to provide ade-
quate education for its children, mistakes
injustices will be done, truth will escape
some, many will live shallow, mechanical
lives because their parents and their law-
makers did not see fit to provide a passable
road to a fuller life.

There are faults, many of Lhem equlp-
ment shortages, space teacher
dverloads, too 1.".'-\2 pay for ulchzn. ete.

- Most of the faults were listed in the
Bducation Commission’s report and a con-

of the will be present to give
a first hand report and interpretation of
recommendations put forward. So will
Charles F. Carroll, superintendent of
schools at High Pdint and also a member
of the Commission.

Most of Charlotte’s responsible citizens
have either participated in the planning of
this meeting or endorsed it. The Chamber
of Commerce has done its part in stress-
ing the importance of the discussion.

# The stage is set now for the

ance that slum clearance will not bring new hardships
upon Negroes.
Rent Control—Among organizations surveyed, the
lineup followed the same general patiem as that o
although fewer groups have taken a stand.
e Generat Faderation o st s Jotns
business groups in of extension of rent con-
trol. Most organizations favoring it seek one-year
extension.
don—The advocates of Federal atd
are spearheaded by the National Education Asso-
clation and include labor, farm.
women's groups. The Chamber of Commerce of

The 8lst Congress

cutlty_ covernge The Townsend National Recovery

Plan Inc. wants retirement age dropped to 60 and
secks $3,000 income tax exemption in -vpumu for
labor support of its revolving pension Pl

People’s Platform -
‘My Brother’s Keeper’

Editors. Tur Nsws
AT least ane of your readers wishes lo commend

and thank the physician from Mooresville whose
able letter in condemnation of alcohol appeared in
yesterday's 1Dec. 9) News.

What a pity that a so-called (mis-called would
be a betier word) Christian civilization will tolerate
and condone in this enlightened age the use al-
coholic liquors as beverares.

How many thousands of church members, of our
various denominations, not onl orm to &
wicked pagan custom, but do so without consclence
or care

Let the great Apos\le Paul's opinian on the subject
be quoted to such. and they would probably wonder
what you were taiking about. Listen to this: "It is
good neither to cat meat nor to drink wine, nor any-
thing whereby thv brother stumbles or is made
weak ” In plain words: My influence and yours is for
good or evil Which shall it be?

Shall T insist on my so-called “personal liberty”
m mnk when T know that others may be led astray

ruined by my example? Yes. “T am my broth-
And so are you and you.

erl keeper"

Margquis Childs

'More Of The Same’

Ixmmmotunmn 3
triumph & lot of brave talk was
heard about the Dixiecrat

same crowd is already

to lln‘ up on him two years from

m  frony . of Of pourse, that HIll

overa by Dixiecrat

mnuh that ho came out in op-
posttion to President be-
fore the convention. So did his
colleague. Senator John Sparkman,
who was up for re-election.
FEAR INTERVENTION

National officials of the Demo-
cratic Party profess to be afraid of
the repercussions 1f they sholld in-
tervene ip Vstate Creantzations. n
the South. tervention it is
believed would be deeply nsmud
The reform, the
It oclgizate ocally it 1t L s
effective.

fame means that the Dixiecrata will
seniority on Congres-
tocs, What this ‘nads

Appropriations, Foreign Relations,
District of 3

Expend! in executive depart-
ments will all chairmen

th Carolina will

certainly be

dw:‘.m.hun
Robert P. of New York wil
use continuing invalidisn

Next month MeKellar wil

vears old. During the e-mp-un »
put on such a performance as
not been seen
soms’

Joseph And Stewart Alsop

Seeds In The Pumpkin

WASHINGTON
rl'hhlzhumalnrmnﬂlh’d

to lock up much of the contents of
Chambers*

mittee collection’ o!
may have a certaln nos!
est. From London, it is un

MRS. E. C.

derstood,
former dosepts P. Ken
then Itallan

the U. 8. and the Committee for Constitutional Gov-
ernment Inc. vigorously oppose it. Most organiza-

tlons supporting Pederal ald gencrally want assur- Conommnnows on your 60th

lneu 0 Federal ‘control in state administration of
short, legislatior the 1
'hnmu 45111» “which died tn the soth mmn =
-nrnm-m AFL, CIO, and National
of Colo:

of the individual citizen — the parent, the
teacher, the taxpayer. It will be interest-
ing to note how many of those who. have
expressed concern over the state of edu-
cation in North, Carolina will be present
to listen to and question the men who
are trying to, .lmpme our education sys-
tem.

THE CASE OF THE SLANDEROUS TOMBSTONE

lrxl strange case of Hamp Kendall and
the slanderous tombstone ties in nice-
ly with Governor Cherry’'s recent observa-
tion that the meting out of justice is not
& sclentific thing.

Hamp, an 8l-year-old resident of Cald-
well County, was wrongfully imprisoned
by the State of North Carolina in 1907.
Governor Bickett pardoned him in 1917
when the real murderer of the man he

pposedly killed confessed and then shot

1f. Hamp, in his own words, spent
|/ long years behind the cold stone prison
‘walls, and no dction by the State—not even
d bring back those preclous

years.

Old Mr. Kendall was determined, he sald,
to make sure that other men as well as
himself got compensation for such tragic,
if understandable, miscarriage of justice.
At a recent session of the General Assem-
bly a bill was passed authorizing payment
of $500 for each year of wrongful impris-
onment, and some half-dozen citizens have
collected their monetary balm under its
stipulations.

Mr. Kendall himself got his duly auth-
orized payment, but last week another
letter reached the Governor's office mak-
ing one further request. On the Caldwell
County cemetery tombstone of Laurence
Nelson (the man Hamp allegedly mur-
dered) mem| of his family many years
ago placed an inscription reading, “Robbed
and Murdered by Hamp Kendall.”

Down through the years these “damn-
ing” words bothered the old man whose
life was blighted by his ten years’ impris-
onment for a crime he didn't commit. He
had “lived in the shadow” of that nefarl-
ous inscription, Mr. Kendall wrote the
Governor, and he wanted rellef.

Well, it was one of the requests
ever received by the Governor’s office, and

Gaston’s Mr. Cherry could only confess
that he had no power to change the in-
scription. The Governor suggested that Mr.
Kendall consult members of the Nelson
famjly or owners of the cemetery. The
State’s chief executive wrote him that he
bad no power to change the inscripMon—
although one of his most nerve-wracking
responsibilities Involves the decision of
snuffing out or sparing human lives.

Mr. Kendall's most recent letter to the
Governor brought him wide publicity. The
natlon's wire serviceg flashed the story out
on the “A” wire, and a New York tabloid
requested the old man's picture. Perhaps
this publicity — as publicity often
will secure him the justice he seeks.
even that won’t be enough. His case and
others like it show how fallible is the judg-
ment of man and how judiciously he must
weigh his responsibilities.

Tom Payne tried to get Ceclal Good-
paster to scribe for The Nicholas County
Star and he would not do it and latter
there was a good looking young lady came
around selling magzeen books and he tak-
en 12 from her. —Tom FPayne, Pleasant Val-
ley Correspondent, Nicholas County (Ky.)
Star.

Reprisals against neighborhood nuisances
often backfire, but we know & fellow who
says he's going to stop a fellow next door

ard spotlight on at
late hours even if he has to get an airplane
beacon to counteract it—Nashville (Tean.)
Banner.

‘The old time youngster who used to scour
the top shelf of the kitchen cabinet for jam

Drew Pearson’s

red People
T the ul’:‘zi-{lmmuhumllh" to come out flatly for
it

By e American Medical Associstion. The c.."".m" ber

mmittee for -
mem. Ammcm Legion. and the National omwr
have s:'llo announced oppositio:

y — C ttee for Constitutl
Government i alone, mfn."‘\}'m.. veyed, In taking
a mna of oum.m Cpposition to Soctal Security ex-
cmmzzu 1

m-)or u avors coverags of all

such
Tarmers, and the self-empio ' c10
wier St ol Dnd and AFL want

forces red by

cove: social security.
Amveu will fight for $100 monthly general pension
for all veterans at 65 unti all groups get Social Se-

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

Navy has just put out for restricted use one of the
most. lmlﬂn‘ rttrefnce b(mkl ever pnnlm at public ex-
pense—a_confid handbook to guide Navy officers in
Toaking pulic m«m. and, incidentally, poking gibes at the
Army Afr Force
lnm:.umboor-umuuwmmunomwmm
's case agatnst the Atr Force.

Despite n- fact that Congress passed the Unification Blll
for the express se of cutting out Army and Navy bicker-

ing, the Navy's confidential handbook admon

“Always remember that, you represent the vay and that,
whatever the apparent may be, sour
primary purpose is to inform the publc to the benefit of the

avy.”

The prospective Navy speaker is warned to do a litue
reconnaissance in advance Por example, he 1s supposed to
ask himself: “Audience—Will members of other services
be present? .. . Place—Is it known to be either pro- or anti-

Navy? . . . Purpose—How can your appearance before this
group b!'ll urvt the Navy?”

A hiah-sounding policy is iaid down by the Navy for
preparing public speeches This covers three points: “(1)
Naval pennmwl aabalh :ermn from any referenee to Rus-

name tential enemy or threat to this
country. .. . (3) We showid continue Jhave, confidence in
the United Nations as an t

Navy'

of matters which might be controversial between e services
(shall) be Lvoldm in public.”

Yet the :uggested speech material, taken from actual
Navy speeches. nohw X nlmm overy eoitarce the Nevy's
own_ policy. On p: guldebook [y
mockery of umlu:ltlou ll cﬂel Iur hroldcl’ naval m.-mm—
although the Navy's rols in the alr has been fixed twice by
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Tt amipes &t the Air Force while
professing brotherly love.

Navy Outbuilds Army

this the Navy i now buying more atrplanes than
Alr Force, and, by 1951, the Navy Air Force will be

Hmmimaters Al TTLE
. unt Grandl was
Good Wishes From Midwood made very happy by Nevide Cham-  abrosd.
g What the present proosedings
&'h&mmm- of the House ' committee thus
tiss G sent word that Fepre- ol down to ls stmply an  8te
AnOiVersary.  sentatives of the small tempt to prove whether the individ-
Best wishes for your continued mucces in pub- Dewtral were feariul ihal e uuls socusd ky Chambers ]
lishing an outstanding newspape: States would g A mm“
myc‘mou.u. Brlmnutw-vpnumun.-m or are not guilty as charged. The
Dresiient, Mitwoal Mow m the report that trjal of individusls s surely & mat-
one of the sillier h ter for the courts, and not for eom-
on been much mittees of Congress.
cheered up by Hitlers interest In THE PUDDING \
Quote, Unquote e “humanization of warfare.” I tpe present instance, 1t is true
Besides reams of such stuff, there  that the accused plead the
Mother love 1s that which restrains the sorely tly one or two docu- Statute of Limitations (which Hiss
tempied parent from chucking the elght-year-old.  ments of slfghtly more recent sig- atically has not done) the
muddy football su!t and all. into the washing ma- nificance. A long intelligence re- case against them will collapse.
chine.—Washington (D. C.) Evening Star. port t China, for instance, Chambers asserts that he began
shows that Colonel, lster General, to be alienated from the Com-
Mrs. Clara Higgins has pupples to give away. The  Joseph W. Stiliwell sympathized munist party in 1937 which was
mother is & spitz, the father a traveling gentleman.— with the C even he began to keep the docu-
Greenville (Miss.) Delta Demoerat-Times. in 1938. Add up the whole, however, ments transmitted to him by his
. and the best Ji assert, there is contacts. He says further that he
If ‘he time spent reading new bodks to see 1If -lnu.-lmnrmhwdmt left the party, and ceased to re-
they are good were spent reading old books that a tremor in any celve documents, in the Spring of
time has pronounced good & lot of time would be Toreig offlce th-the wortd todsy, 1955, Hia story peally ends over ten
saved —Greeneville (Tenn.) Sun. foreign offices are wise years ago.

Navy Issues Book On How To Snipe Army

!lylnx unoo planes, while the Alr Force will be operating
ofily I

um constant ine in the Navy speakers guide 1s an un-

dertone. belittling the Alr Force. suggested speech
material for Navy officers s full of sach ot aa:

“In the battle of Surigao Strait and the actions occurring

st the time of our landings on Leyte, the Japanese naval

d alr for thetr in-

epended upon
formation regarding our shipping
Since V-J Day, they have testified Ghn the information they
received was entirely misleading consequently worse
than none .

Also: 'mﬂdhttyﬂulathmkdmtnmw
butld a bombe base. ships would be nqmnd for
concrete alone to building a dn(le nﬂv from which B-38s
(an Alr Force plane) cmlld operat

o from s
confidential directive L\ausd by Becretary of Defense For-
restal, tn which he sald: "It is to the mutual interest of nl

of us to minimize publie evidences of friction that

services” In other words he 30 concerned nnm. close to ‘would have left to Rankin only the more

stopping all bickering, but in not lelu.n‘ 1t m to the public. prosaic task of heading the Veterans Committee, And no

headlines for veterans. .

To,‘g"e Tied Wayne Coy S0 Rankin was in the depths of despair. 2 Surtpitng

|PRESIDENT TRUMAN understood perfectly the other day  pulled the top . " Headlines and radio
‘when un-ynr-old ‘Wayne Coy Jr., b-uum tied. screamed the story! Rankin leaped into the line of news-

Wayne Jr., his seventeen-: brother Stephen. ac- men’s was & strip of micro-

o is chairman of the Pederal Com-

munications Commission, when be went to the White House. nation carried the picture.

Wayne nur-uuumu-ym ‘Those who see Rankin dally will tell you that, overnight,
the White House that he would add Quto-  lines from his face, oosed from his
graph to his collection. countenance, his stooping shoulders became erect, his woice

d

President?” as he had so urtlull
me is precious inside the White House, and as his
father started to leave, Wayne Jr.cstill hadn't been able to
speak up lboul the coveted autograph. So Wayne Sr. became

"Mr. President,” he said, “Wayne hes was going
lonkyvu!ﬂryour luw"nphlnﬂlmhmhlk He's
oo scared to open his now.”



