THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

M) Anniversary Yoar

THOMAS L. ROBINSON
J. B. DOWD ... o-uu-'
B. 8. GRIPFITH Exscutive Bditor

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1948

THE GUINEA PIG GETS SELF-CONSCIOUS

'AIN screen-writers out in Holly-
wood, we understand, look on the
downfall of the poll-taker as something
heavenly.
‘The creative talent out that way has been
too much lately by the mlhue
opinlon expert who presumed,
fashion of the day, he could measure wmt
the movie-going public wants to see. Like
some medicine man on the Gold Coast
brewing his magic and handing down his
edicts, the great percentage gatherers rule
the day with the front-office. Audience re-
action in Glendale — not the writefs sense
of unity—decides whether Pidgeon or Peck
gets Paulette. Lana Turner pours herself
into a swim suit as often as the S8an Berna-
dino audience gets restive.
Now in the post

and naturally, film industrialists were over-
joyed when Dr. Gallup turned an art into &
science — something predictable . . . This
new sclentific era In movie- g was
sometimes tough on writers and film-mak-
ers, who can work with enthusiasm on

pect that Holl
right back into the pre-scientific dark ages,
when movie men had to wark by hunch, ex-
perience, intuition and sheer blind en-
thusiasm. We shall have to go back, alas, to
testing movies by public public opinion in-
stead of Pr. Gallup's private public opin-
fon Y

And the debacle threatens not only the
movie-makers. A certain party of our ac-

some of the Hollywood hired help think
Harry Truman's victory over the poll-taker

may swing the tide back to the old tuhum,.
system. And they love it.

Dudley Nichols, one of the better writer-
directors, had some torrid comments for
The New York Times on the subject last
Bunday. Audience Research Inc.,a Gallup
enterprise, bore the chief brunt of his at-
tack.

“I understand,” wrote Mr. Nichols, “that
the romance between Dr. Gallup and Gov-
ernor has cooled, and if 50, I hope
Hollywood's entrepreneurs will take note.
Movie-making is a sadly uncertain affair,

UPHEAVAL IN KANSAS

Pmmummammcdm
election dry old Kansas took the first
step toward repealing her 63-year-old pro-
hibition laws. This was a revolution no less

when called by the Hooper
Bervice, got furious because It wasn't Stop
the Music, and told Hooper he was listen-
ing to Fred Allen — just for spite.

Anything can happen with the poll-tak-
ers’ t audience now self-consciously
aware of his status as a guinea pig. Norman
Thomas might sweep the poll-takers’ dell-
cate percentages to amithereens in 1952
housewives might start saying they prefer
The Literary Digest over Time,; and Orson
Welles might become a box-office favorite
with the bobby-soxers in Pasadena.

The great big percentage-perfect world
of 1948 has been rudely torn apart by the
little man from Missourl.

bans the manufacture and sale of liquor;
laws passed by the Legislature prohibit the
transportation and possession of liquor. Bo
mmuhn-mmhnbdmnpu
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than Harry
victories in the Middle-Western Corn Belt.
Already the Licensed Beverage Industries
mmuumnm which in these

days is thing
wdemmfutlmmlmm.ln
spite of her wet majority, will find it hard
to carry a legalized liquor hill through her
rural-dominated legislature. But the ma-
Jority vote for repeal shows that a fight is
forthcoming, and since & similar Tar Heel
battle is envisioned in Raleigh early next
year, the Kansas contest should be inter-
esting to watch.

Kansas is one of the, very few “bone dry”
states left, and her rigid prohibition laws,
now well into their second half century of
life, make her symbolical of the staunchest
opposition to leg‘l.md liquor. “Dry as Kan-
8as” was & national simile earller in the
century when national political parties ross
and fell in popular favor with the liquor
1ssue.

Kansas has plenty of laws on the books
to keep liquor out. The State Constitution

PARTNERS IN CRIME

WHAT degree ls soclety to blame for
four men Injured, one fatally, in Gas-

" Meanwhile it ml,xhtbe noted that only
two other states in the Union — Mississippl
and Oklahoma — now entirely prohibit the

prohibition is indeed “on its way out as a
political issue, even at the state and local
level”

There has seldom been a controversy in
American public life that had so many sin-
cere people fighting on both sides, or that

long expressed the opinion that prohibition
many years back proved its inadequacy in
coping with the liquor problem. These col-
umns have often declared that traffic in
aleohol can be controlled but not prohib-

This newspaper reiterates that stand as
the returns come In from Kansas and as
North Carolina's Legislature prepares to
‘wage ita blennial battle royal.

from perfect. Ray Aldridge was paroled
after his second offense. Perhaps the Pa-
roles s office

tonia Sunday by a half-crazed
with a 22 rifle and a shotgun? Is it our
fault that Ray Aldridge, a 21-year-old ex-
convict barricaded himself in the house
where he had grown from childhood, then
shot it out with 40 policemen?

In part, yes.

Yes, because our penal system 1s still one
of punishment rather than education and
cure. Ray Aldridge had been In Btate Pris-
on twice before he was old enough to vote.
Once he was sent to Raleigh for larceny—
and he served one year of a two to three
year sentence. Last year he went up for two
years for highway robbery. He served nine
months before he was paroled. What did
he learn when he first went to prison?
‘That crime doesn't pay? Evidently not, for
he stole again. To “hate cops”? Evidently
yes, for he shot two of them on Sunday

Yes, because our parole system is far

young Aldridge carefully before he was re-
leased, bn‘ apparently not carefully
enough. North Carolina should grant pa-
roles, but caution should be exercised.

And for a number of other reasons we
are partially to blame for four persons shot
In Gastonla Sunday. Because we do not
stop the illegal sale of such dangerous
drugs as “yellow jackets” and “goof balls”
(barbituric acid), because we—as a nation
—have an affection for violence as indi-
cated by our motion pictures and reading
matter and radio programs, because our
educational system has not taught young-
sters that there are methods other than
drunkenness for finding pleasure; and as
parents we are also to blame.

This does not mean that Ray Aldridge
himself {5 not gullty. We merely wish to
point out that we were partners in his
crime.

From The Washington (D. C.) Evening Star

MAYBE CANES WOULD HELP

ng MEN of Washington ought to give
it least a moment's thought to the
scorn heaped upon them by Mrs. Veronica
Dengel. a stylish lady who teaches person-
ality at New York University and writes
books telling people how to look smart and
be successful. According to her, all too
many of us males In the Natlon's Capital
are full of mental confusion, and because
of that we are about the worst dressers she
has ever seen

What especlally Irritates Mrs. Dengel is
the way we go around in sloppy coats of
one color and unpressed pants of another,
or the way lots of us put on nothing but
stripes—"“striped sult, striped shirt, striped
tie, striped socks”—and top everything off
with no hat, which probably would be
striped, too, if we wore one. In a word, as
she sees us, we are sartorially disgraceful—
1 kifd of blight on this city of otherwise
mnagnificent vistas.

It seems to be a fact that the men of
Washington, in pleasanter and less fevered
imes, used to be pratfy particular about
helr dress. Their coats and pants matched;
hey did not overdo stripes; they wore
hings like pear] gray spats, derbies, Prince
\lberts, shining top hats, and a good num-
ser of other fancy Items. Above everything
hey carried canes.

The canes were important. Besides being
sllent and satisfylng companions on a
lonesome walk, and weapons to be used in
self-defense against mad dogs and trucu-
lent ruffians, they imparted a special air
of grace and dignity to all who carried
them. Why do we carry them no more?
Why must we,fear ridicule \f we wear
them? What does Mrs. Dengel think? Per-
haps if we got back to them, we would
rise In her esteem, but what about the
esteem of other people? The sartorially dis-
graceful Washington male must pause for
reply.

Just after the shower Monday morning
we saw Dick Davis on the streets com-
plaining that the rain kept him from his
cotton field—that he could have picked at
least 100 pounds by that hour. That sound-
ed plausible until a neighbor of the Davis
farm came up snd assured us that Dick
hadn't picked & hundred pounds of cotton
this year—and he doubted that he had ever
picked that much. — Coffeeville (Mtss.)
Courter.

One thing about the first cold spell of the
Fall, it relegates the lawn mower to the
garage “archives”.—Greenville (5. C.) Pled-
mond.

Taft-Hartley Repeal Tops The List

What Labor Wants From 8lst Congress

AT 2nd CIO g0 s ‘national conventions during
Dnext two weeks to map strategy to wipe out labor's
past defeats by action In the 8lst Congress.

election victories

talk after the conventions, but priority
items on Ilﬁdl are 'I\ﬂ-ﬂlﬂlry Act r!wll
inflation; control, low-cost housing

‘Increases.

omeritmlnlwnlculnlmwmmlohbor
of the Labor De
h( the Bocial Becurity vase and rllllm lu benenu
This is how labor stands on major
Key: F—For, A—Against, *—No nuu RR
AFL CIO Unlons

Taft-Hartley Act repeal .
Price control, rationing _
Low-cost public housing
Rent control extension .
Increased minimum wags ...
Broadened Social Security, increased
benefits, 4.
National health insurance
Pederal aid =

‘1-"'>11'v ey
>y e
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leaders say mmhry ud for mmpe may
up at the convention—a new issue. All labor
Bas beeh unitea in support of the Marshall Plan for
economic ald except a few CIO unions typified by the
United Electrical. Radio and Machine Workers. Al

labor universal military training in the 80tn
; the opposed the temporary draft. AFL
ml-hnc-lthknmmenuunmm mknoaund_

was badly beaten in the 80th Congre:

mly m-}w victories It thared lay In the failure of v.ne

universal ining and Mundt-Nixon bills
and passage of the Recovery
consumer and bank credit con)

Labor lobbyists plugged for long-term rent control
extension and a liberal policy of DP ld.mllﬂon but
could not avert prvvmam tlw, dliived in both

and

cases.

program lllely will be launched also

in i
at'the eonv-nunn sesst
In the original xm fight against Taft-Hartley

enactment. the AFL fought on the national level
with a large-scale national radio and newspaper ad-
vertising program. CIO put its main efforts into
pressure on Congressmen in their home communities.
What the 1949 strategy will be is not yet clear.
Lesser labor objectives for 1949 include a con-
tinued drive by rallroad unions to fill what they
charge are gaps in legislation. The
or legialation to
1 to close mines they con-
er hazardous. Sueh authority s now vested only
vmn state inspecto;

United Auto Workers (CIO) 1s much concerned

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

with leuum.wn covering allocation of scarce mate-
rials to avold work stoppages in
Dnited Steel Warkers close

point question In the pricing of ML
6 determine now it may affect workers.

A Word For Romance

(From The Roanoke (Va) Times)

are you providing for romance:

Mr. Mumford does not look with favor on broad,
open expanses in city parks. He thinks that romance
plays an important part in people’s lives and that
city planners who fafl to take human nature Into

ir “calculations dre overlooking a primary need of

reelng that “Mr.  Mumford something
there’ Punny Man H I Phillips. cumu:. serious,
comments:

more you look at the world and the bt-
hnmrormpecpletod-y the more you realise that
IhAlllnmd.lDorvﬂnn else 15 love. There
Is

tions
Rrtive and aitficule~

Iron Curtain Wit

vogue behind the iron curtain have been making
the rounds. One of the best goes as follows:

A Soviet purchasing agent named Krish was
mtw-numberalmunmumbwm.\mmu

in Bel
Long Hu !r: Yumdnu' He went on w

Finally Krish nmvad In the United States, His
nml umz Now York. Long live fres

People’s Platform
Children’s Nature Museum.

lsnomnxewlmmcmm News for the
splendid coverage given the Chudren's Nature
Muspum during its formative period

As you know we have recently celabrated our
first anniversary and yet It was long o
actunl beginning that sour paper recognized
possibilities inherent in the movement which Srought

Charlotte's Nature Museum into
Yourmyuanmuumnmmnmu

deeply
—LAURA OWENS,
Director.

”Marquis Childs

The Mllltary Listen

]
out, the invited

at the closed sessio:

picuous

Carey
raised s problem that has many
people worried.

He brought up the case of tha
two employses of a Westinghouss
Electric

down the plant when several thou-
sand employees walked out In pro-

Later, the two men were put on

loseph & Stewart Also

men were known to be ardently

ant-Communist. ~As members of

the lefi-wing Workers Eurty, they

views,

cm made perfectly plain. Bub
they have. consiatently

faction
Unite trical forkers at the

t.
ND BATISFACTORY ANSWER
Prom both security officias and
Westinghouse Vice Chairmam
Gearge K. Bucher, present at the
conference, Cerey wanted 1o know
what  was the sscunity
He that known
unists were working at Es-

- singlon today, apparently with the

company’s sanction. No satisfac-
tory answer was forthcoming.
Back of all this is a complicated
quarrel that cuts many ways. Carey,
tive of the electrical
became  Phil
Murray's chief lieutenant, has for
years waged an unsuccesstul bat-
Ue against the Communists in the
. incidentally, was the
only major union to support Henry
Wallace.

Carey now s convinced that un-
der the guise 2
existence” of the union Is e
threatened. Both Lewin and Gar-
Der were active in the
The real stake is the postion of
UEW in plants operatng under
contract to the Atomic Energy Com-
mission. Comnussion has an-
nounced that because officials of
the union refuse to take the non-
Communist oath in the Taft-Hart-
ley Act, the union no longer will be
recognized as the bargaining agent.
This. too, Carey and Murray re-
gard as union-busting. They ln-
sist that known Comm
security officials do know who they
are—can be fired
seents of a foreign power which 18
2 potential enemy. this way,
security

As with s0 many other phases of
the defense this is
pretty much under wraps by offi-

all need to know more about the
whys and wherefores t 18
happening.

Manhattan No. 2

ASHINGTON

NOTHER mnh.mn District is

needed. That h the only Do.lbh
lon the shocking re-

conclus!
sults of the Navys recent New-
foundland war Por those

who missed the all too brief stories
from the scene, the Newfoundland

Atlantic. Until this threat has been
countered, all American strategic
pmmm must be considered a mere

'ﬂu chmn is not all black,
be sure. Aml.lmlmbeafvuuh
in the Newfoundland force.

results may be
lows:

The plan for th

o establish s bridgehead on

the Newf coast. ge-
ive amsigned o eight
Schnorkel - equipped submarines.
lled on the high-speed, long-
range, radar-proof German Type 21

ally the entire Naval task
and of tically prevent-
ed the

The of these results
lies in a single bleak and simple set
of facts, first reported in this space
many months ago. The Soviet Navy
Is now primarily sp underses fleet.
Under reparations ‘the Soviets se-
cured Germany companent
parts, submarines and,
equipment for building the Type 31.
Ace the sober offi-
c

task.
were emechlly equipped with new

as fol- tact and
devices experimentally developed
with 21 in mind.

viously The Navy staff as-
serts that the capacities the
Navy being strained to the wmt-

urgent of all our defense prob-
The funds being spent on anti-
invidious-

research are

Iy compared with the funds allocat-
ed projects, such
. Ihe vay‘n mnt carrier (which
will be utterly useless, of course,
unless it can be defended against
anti-submarine attack). But the
real differences of

purely Naval effori of this
Continued on next page

French “Thank You Train’ Gets Big Load

HINGTON

ST one year ago this week the Friendship Train traveled

scroas the American continent gathering food for the
then hungry of Europe. Today. one vear later, a simi-
lar train is lnveun( through France gathering gifts for thg
American people.

The Prench train is called the “Thank You Train" and
consists of 49 boxcars (“40 men 8 horses™)—the kind Amert~
can troops rode in during World War I

baxcm are being fllled with gifts for the Amer-
lean people and one car will be left in each of the 48 states.
The @t car *uh 80 to the District of Columbia for trans-
misson to the Territory of Huwall which contributed an

elght cents aplece from every man, woman and
2ian Hongmuta . the original Priendship Tratn.

Thank You Train s coming not the
vernment of Prance but fro: le. Tt 13
beuu organized by Commandant Guy de la Vasselals, who

- Train a success.

in the 40 s vul not include food, luxuries or
mﬂ will be ucts, which are
trplcully mnch and Wil include several monuments. por-
traits, wood carvings, china pottery, bells and native cos-
tumes While the Prench are leaving it to the individual
Priendship Train committes in the United States as to how
the gifts will be disposed. It has been suggested that some of
them my be sultable for American museums, colleges and

rallroads. which were such an important
factor l.n making Train possible, have patriot-
ically offered to carry the Prench train free through various
parts of the United States.

Apologies To Pat Hurley

Oct. 25, 1948, this col

the day wma war I mded.

Further information has now come to hand regarding
decoration, and we naw wish t6 apologize to Mr. Hurley.
‘The information comes from Col. Wilbur Rogers,

mmmvwm

had virtually ended.

J. Pamell Thomas

A TEW readers have chided this column for ita original ex-
p&hnAwlalmmrwl.wmd

recen
ers meuelvlll'mm.
crease of §2.500 s year, plus §2,500 a year for expenses, mak

ing a total of $15.000.

‘Thomas's mhux




