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OTH élty and County have now appro-
priated funds to u-ndemim a survey

Hmo Practical Is Consolidation?

tion services? How practical Is it for City
Health officlals to travel around the Coun-
ty milk and meat, while County

of

by thé Institute of Duvemmznl at Chapel
Hill. 'The survey ls supposed to determine
what. overlapping. now exists among the
various units of government, and to
produce & blueprint for City-County con-
solldation. However. although they have
supported It to the extent of voling an ap-
propriation for it, s good many of aur
leading politiclans are reported to be pri-
vately convinced that consolidation Is im-
practical.

Impractical? Consajidation may be po-
litically unpopular for the familiar reason
that an Increase in governmental efficlen-
cy means & decrease in public Jobs. And we
concede that this consideration, combined
with the office-holder’s antl-

officlals have no authority Lo do so?

There is a fundamental fallacy in the
effort to maintain the County of Mecklen-y
purg and the City of Charlotte as separate
political entities when they are. In fact, one
and the same. Two-thirds of the citizens of
the County are also citizer of the Clty:
the ofher one-third are, ith a few excep-
tions, bound to the City by economic ties
that could be no stronger It they lived
within its limits. There are, of course, nat-
ural distinctions betwsen our rural and
urban populations that must, and unques-
tionably would be recognized under any
system the Tnstitute of Government mizht
evolve. But they are not such ns to require

pathy to change, may be enough to defeat
the project. But before Clty-County con-
solidation can be branded as impractical it
must be demonstrated that the present di-
vision of powers ls the essence of practi-
cality.

A few obvious questions spring ta mind
Fow practical, for instadce, s 1t for the
citizens of Mecklenburg to maintaln four
separate and distinct police agencles—City
pollce, rural police, sherlff’s force and now
the ABC enforcemeént agency? How prac-
tical 13 it to maintain two sets of property
tax records listing the same property in
each? How practical 15 it to maintain two
sgparate Recorder's. Courts dealing with
same types of offenses? How practical s It
for the County of Mecklenburg to contract
with the City of Charlotte for fire protec

Is It To Be Tobacco

ON Baturday of thls week the Llabacco

farmers of the Cardlinas will par-
tictpate In another referendum—a private
one this time called by & potent non- nm!il

called Tobacco Inc.

Tha farmers are being asked to assess
themselves terr cents an Acre, an average

@ of about 45 cents per farmer, to support 2
collective effort to “protect and develop the
export market for American tobaceo.”

“There 1s little doubt that the referendum
will show overwhelming support for the
program. The tobaceo farmers understand
how directly their prosperity depends upon
world trade. They remember the dark days
of 1832, when Lob exports reached the
vanishing point and domestic prices akid-
ded downward as a result. They know too

that last year almost 40 per cent of their °

total erop went overseas, bringing $182-
000,000 in cash Income to North Carolina
farmers, and $70,000,000 to SBouth Carolina
growers. According to Tobacco Associates,
the cash return from forelgn sales alone
figures out to $200 an acre In the Caro-
linas.

This private effort on behalf of world
trade (Tobacco Assoclates Plesident John
B. Hutson Is already en route to England
to try to bring about a reduction In Brit-
ain's huge new import levy) Is most com-
mendable. But it |s plainly dependent upon
eorrelary Government action, The prwnm
of recip: trade ag: ts 1
ed by Cordell Hull and now being earried
on by the Truman Administration !5 the
only real guarantee for the tobacco farm-
er's future Yet that program. and the
refinements upon It now under discusston
at the Geneva Trade Conlerence. ls serl-
ously threatened In Congress. Already the
resurgent GOP tariff bloc has shoved
through a wool blll, which, fortunately. did
not survive President Truman's veto. And,
most ominous of all, the Republican pro-

the wce of two complete govern-
mental organizations te serve a pooulation
4 concentrated as Mecklenburg's has be-
Fnme

we have no dea, of course what the
"nstitute will ultimately recommend Nei-
iher does the Institute. But we do Xnow
that consolidation of City-County fune-
ttons has gone much furthér in other
countles of the state —notably New Han-
over—than it has in Mecklenburg. which
contalns the state's largest city Few per-
sons famillar with the functioning of ouf
sublic agencies would argue that they are
nperating At maximum efficlency at thix
reading The most completely impractical
argument we know is the one that bolds, In

sdvance of the Institute's survey. that
~othing useful can come of it

Vs. Cotton?

tectionists mre now recelving Important

support from some Bouthern Democrats
who seem ready to‘'abandon the South's
traditional position on [ree trade

There 15 an Increasing clamor for protec-
tion coming from—of all places—the cot-
ton farmers. Senator Maybank of South
Carolina, an old cotton expert, recently
stated flatly that American cotton can no
longer compete In the world market M’\d

‘I'm Another One Of The Old 1929 Crowd, Pal®

p Platform
The South

PHILADELPHIA

SOUTHERNER In the Nerth beeomes aware that
A therr

exists in the minds of Northerpers the
¢ there i3 m Southern accent And their
tare so frequent as 1o become manoto-
But 1r there & Southern accent?  Such could

be oniy it theee 1 in the conversation af Southerners
a recurring stress upon particular sunda of letters

which 13 not the case But, dur to & difference in
the atmnsphere tamperature and soil of North and
Sentlty theril s & gaiorenes in the respective North

d Southern organs of sprech and therefore &
Gitteehce 1n ihe articulation of (he same werd by

came out for a program of
port subsidles Senatar Hoey is Jumm n
bloc of Southern Congressmen Who are
battling for an arbltrary 70-30 ratlo in
eotten consumption by restored textile
plants In occupled countries—even though
the Army has Insisted. quite correctly. that
It can purchase raw cotton much cheaper
outside the United States The Southern
colton textile Industry likewise appears to
be committed 1o tarlff protection.

Al of this suggests that we may be ap-
proaching, for the first time In our history,
a fundamental division of economic Inter-
ests In the Bouth. With tobacco Interests
battling for free trade, and cotton Interests
clamoring for protection, North Carolina
and other Bouthern states could easily be
split wide open. It is Inevitable that such a
fundamental economlic conflict- would be
reflected in our politics.

The lines are by no means drawn yet
The cotton farmers’ demand for protection
is & new thing. and It seems to be starting
at the top rather than stemming from the
grass roots. Nor has any leader in elther
group yet formally recognized that the
demands belng made upon Congress by
these important Southern Interests are
actually conflicting. But the realization
must come sooner of later that our econ-
omy Is all of a plece. The tobacca farmer
cannot enfoy free trade while the cottan
farmer enjoys protection. That, unless we
misa our guess, will be the Intelligence that
Mr Hutson brings back from Europe

‘F antastéc Tricks Before High Heaveu‘ i

LADY !n South Carolina. aceording to
te reports, sighted a large ball of fire
travelling north-northeast at an altl-
tude of 740 feet and an approximate speed
of 840 miles an hour and this, we suspect,
brings us full circle on the flying saucers.
Before they are tucked away In the cup-
board along with the other cracked pots,
however, we feel duty-bound ta take note
of & phenomenon which whatever else it
may have been, was a great and timely
boon to the press.

When an entire nation suddenly begins
seelng spots before 1ts eyes it 'is. naturally,
an item worth a headline, and headlines
are not easy to come by thess hot and list-
less days. There ls. of course, a steady flow
of gloomy and portentous news as the no-
tions continue their preparations for mass
suicide, but this sort of thing has be-
come routine. The readers, bless them, de-
mand the sort of reading that only a fly-
ing saucer, 2 murdered gangster, or &n In-
spired flagpole sitter can provide.

‘The saucers have had the added advan-
tage of providing a popular sclentifle touch
to the usual light SBummer journalistic
fare. Already there have been almost as
many sclentific explanations as there are
sclentists—a spate of Lheorles dealing with
nﬂﬂh[nl from delayed atomic reaction to

refracted light waves. These provide fuel
for endless bar-room dnbnu and nra
i to settle nothing,
mummnwmtmum

may be that an alert and determined who-
dunit script-writer will be able to work in
the flying discs before the week I8 out, but
It won't be easy. If, however, Messrs. Hope,
Benny, Allen, Skeltan, et al, still had access
to the airwaves it Is easy. and painful, to
imagine what they would be able to do
with Lhis business. NBC v !¢ e-presidents,
Bing Crosbys horses, President Truman’s
plano-playing—none of these familiar old
baffolas would be In the running with &
skyful of unexplained bright spots

We have escaped this fate. and we also
seem (o have escaped the dire predictions
that usually follow In the wake of sach
signs and portents Our blessings, indeed,
are many.

The famed K-8 Corps of war dogs has
now dwindled to a single platoon. In the
Army that we remember, suspiclon would
have fallen on the mess sergeant.

Woman, says a Boston psychologist, has
& real talent for getting to the bottom of
things. No male could possibly find & bus
fare in that bag.

Dedicated Lo the Commies of Brazil,
whose 445 clubs have been closed by court
order, is our mext number, “What do they
do on & rainy night in Rio?"

An effort to prove the German dye trust
a8 black as !t appears ia haunted by
the earlier guarantée, that its wonderful

" eolors are fast.
-

r @ as & result there
I+ & difference in the 'ones to which Northerners
and Southerns are hadituated

There ts the Southern drawl ®hich s an innate
his

trait the Southerner Ras af giving expression
thought, of making fi friendliness.
feeling. distaste.  The byl
mfL expressive

enunclation 18 regul

emotion bestdes the spoken ward

stapd 1 vou are fumillar with it ihe humor the
Atfitude mlmost fhe thought of the speaker by itx
tone It carries a world of meaning theredy which
we are willing for Northerners Lo eall the Southerp
Accent

It 15 rasy to understand that an individual who
i e e e e hab Skl Whoae
velce is devold af Inflection or tone, is spoken from

svery sentence and almost in every word. and who
Is used to guiteral noises would be excited to ad-

Bt T g s Pl

ern Accent

upon adoption of the Constitution  Along the serried
ks of (i Ameniean batle line Washington
sounded the Southern accent ouring the Revolution
It sounded the charge upan bloody battle flelds and
spoke from the lips of Lincoln the words of the tm-
mortal address st Getiysburg  From the President's

chalr in the councll chambers af the nation. in the
Fmbassies of the world It s heard It hus been hrard
wherever Amenican soldiers have fougnt for liberty
and humanity It s eutwined In our history As the
very tiwsue of the iving gentus of the naticn It 1s
inimical to the lessening of our power or the glory
of our way of life On the battleficld In the councl]
chamber. In the nalls of Congress, In our AUUSt
courta of Justice it s heard

Long live th¥ Southern accent

When vou hear It you are in 1he presence of the
oms of the great When vou her one speaking with
ihe Bouthern nceent ook the stars upon

toga or the vine leaved in his nair
the Southern accemt It your hat lor
yaur_country

So it 1n

the hanor of
—HOYT H EAVES.

Bill Of Rights "

Editors. Tux News.
RESIDENT TRUMAN. Senator Morse. and Mra.
Rocsevelt's speeches at the Lincoin Memorial
June 29. 1947 In regard to civil nighta declared the
Prderal Government must take the lead in wiping

CHARLOTTE

mimtion by the beautiful nceent  of
Sautherners. No wonder they notice No wonder
they speak about It world without end, showing thefr
self-ronsciousness a peacock firet enters »
barnyard the chickens cackle By viewing the lordly
beauty of the peacock they first become eonscious
of their stubby talls and homely feathers
when the soft. expressive, emotlonal tones of
Southerner are heard among the throaty nolses of
the North ft creates sensatlon and comment.
e are variatlons, of course

h due ta ﬂlﬂe"nffs n Enllun' and
lllbll. but !! I.I not leas true that you e educate
id you cannot change the cUmllr W.

Tecognite a reflection of the long. coid. Winter
Alr, bieak lanascrapes and bare rocky hills o
and the North In the voices of the inhabit-
ang thereof, We welcome lhose Naortnerners who
rush sourthward ta enjoy cur mild. salubrious sunny
climate where the sky &5 bluer where
ahimes brighier, where colors are more vivid, where
sea flows like a blue tipted emerald, where the
lodin 1n"the sofl "maken ‘the nld vour and ndde
romance to the hum drum of life We welcome
them to the benefit of our pure mountain air, the
enjoyment of beautiful landscapes and the luxuriant
and brilliant flora of the Southern country where
they can <rolle upon smooth, wide beaches. fish in
lUmotd streams. trail along our mountain highways
and byways, and hunt in our primeval forests until
they récuperate strength to fight Jack Frost in the

North—but we cannol change their volces.

Northern visitors o the South may also have
the pleasure of listening to the Southern accent in
It varying key: for it does vary At times (t s
ltke the dulcet tanes of the dove coolng 1o 4ts mate:
or it is Hke the geatle singing of the wind in the
pine forest. delicate as the refrain of an anthem
sung angels; and again [t rolla notes of
thunder lke the volce of command fn the ¢rash of
buttie—for the Southern lunruage is the lanyuage ul

—and it la the language In which love

war

Tt was » Southern accent that first pronounced
o the worid the words of the American Declaration
of Independence of these colonies The Southe
Rceent saunded in Independence Hall at Philsdelphin

Drew Pearson
Merry-Go-Round *

Nevada gangster, reveals that he

‘had some lmlﬂn[ :ﬂn-

out racial prefudiee and discrimination si home to
the hand of broad.

Mra. Roosevelt said that the®y. 5 must rid the
land of the blat of lynching to make democracy work
tor Morse sald that Lincoln saw democracy
1+ Christinnity put o practice and that discrimina:
non and lvnch law repudiates the Constitution and
1 Bill of Rights
n why don’t Prestdent Truman
Morae and  the Justice. Departmen
who make laws and practice discrimination in viola-
ton of the Canstitution and the Bfil of Rights? That
i the their duty. they took an oath to defend the

and Senator

Conatitution,
—MRS. ¥ D. BIGGERS.
Sell-Out?
CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tur Nzws
N the absence of & lalr!!!d pro(r m of progreasive

democracy for Germi artd astoniahing!y
abserve the betraral of Allied soldiers 1n War 1. Tt
1 high time fof democracy to get tough with Ger-
many

No need to offer any system to Lhe “Master race”,
they would not keep a treaty or a promise, s fact
every people frankly admit

The fascist wre for terms (hat we were promised
would never happe

We were told Wt Allies won the war Germany
would be divided into very small provinces. Naw
they_are considering a central German government

The sell out of Alled soldiers by treasonable
betrayal is the worst blot en world history to date

—J. M_ SHTELDS.

The People’s Platform is avadlable to anmy
reader who cares to mount {t. Communications
lbould be less than 360 typewrttten {f

and on ornly 13" side of the paper.

deleted.

Marquu Childs

Protecting Llherhes

WASHINGTON

Attorney General Tom ©.

appeared before the

Presidepts Civll Rights Commission
n ession not long go,

eame I for something of = grilling.
Members of the n wan

elvil rights through the Executive
order on loyalty among Government
workens. =

w
right of appeal \ndividust employees
‘would have from the arbitrary ac-
tion of department and sgency

Clark replied, as he has to all

such querles, that he Intends to
that the powers un-
der the loyalty order are not abused.
sas, one of the most liberal
and couragecus churchmen In Amer-
ics, suggeated that the order had

alresdy
very much like a witch-hunt In
the Government.

DENIES "WITCH-HUNTING'

Emphatically Clark denied any
intention of witch-hunting e
repeated Lhat every effort would

be made o SAfeguard the righta of
thase suspected of disloyalty. Shiah-
kin pointed to the danger of
precednt which others might mis-
use

Here, once again. 4 the dilemma
of our tme. At the root of it is the
perverted loyalty of the Communist
and the fellow-traveling  stooge
Their layalty 1 1o an ideology op-
posed o our form of society and
Sur Government. Serving that ideol-
ogy with blind alleglance. they wil
a0y Jength o do the bidding

rider, uur have no rk“ht of IllnllL
*gll‘ uu' It Is
ous one. By nn-i tne
individual s prejudged lﬂml‘wn;
sullty without appeal.
TOWARD POLICE STATE '
In at least two recent
t has been

fect be giving to a police 'y
the e Gavern-
ment. It woul F i
e dirtctiog. of the pollosstar®

The deeply troubling thought in

in an effective

ast.

subcommittees are now
studying special phases of the civil
rights problem. A weath of data s
being compiled on diserimination in
employment with the end of the
war This will be helpful in giving &
push ta the new Pair Employment
Practices Bill recently Introduced

In Congress under the sponsorship |

of both Republicans and . Demo-

Shartly the commisslon will bexln
putling
part A lvely discussion ls certan
on whether il |Imuld Include &
warning on the of ths
Truman Administration 1o the 1oye
alty investigation. It is, of

the bosses
Now 1o ané, except the membery
the Houss Un-American Activi-
HPH Committee who tremble At
belleves that many in-
dividuals of questionable loyalty
infiltrated into out Gevern-
But na one can doubt that

TAtIonAL seeurity. has ralsed a cloud
of suspicion
The other day the State De-
partment announiced dismissal of
ten employees whose loyally was in
queation. They were summarlly i
mised undet the MeCerran rider
partment appropria-
Cnder tne terms of that

1o the
ton Bill

a Pres
final form of lhe report
Getermined by the White House.
PART.TIME JOBS

The etfrctiveness of turaing over
» major problem to s commisslon
of public-spirited citizens Is open
to question The members of the
Civll Rights Commission all have
compelling outslde interests, which
means that they can give. al most,
only part tme to the inguiry The
chalrman_ls Charles E. Wilson of
Genera] Electric.

With Congress In the midst of a
chastic rush 1o get _oul po n
[epidation 1 licely We may w
Up one day 1o diseover ehat civil
liberties are not just & spare-time
preocoupation.

Joseph & Stewart Alsop

Politburo’s Choice

WASHINGTON
[¥TELLIGENCE reporia a0 de-

talled that they can no langer
be disregarded have reached Wash-
e effect that an in-
ternational brigade, under Comin-
tern nuspices 13 being organized
to fight in Oreece Observem here
recognize the preponderant long-
term importance of the European
receplion of the Marshall plan
But they believe that for the short
term the northern Greek borcer
mrea ix eaally the most impartant
and explosive friction point in the
warld today

In Greece the Soviets are faced

tegists can decide o
3 pull out, as they
did in Tran. Or they can Intensify
the effort 1o eapcure Qreece. uatng
the forming  international
DBrigade as their chief instrument
It would be difficult’ to exaggerate
the gravity of the ronsequencegylf

the Polttburo makes the second
chotee
KEY FIGURE %

The key flgure In the niza-
tion af the international b—lz-n- ]
the Greek Communist and guerrilla
lender, Nicholas Zachariades Zach-
arlades went to Moscow In the
twentles, and there took the long
hard Comintern schooling  untll
1938, when he returned to Greece
In the Sovtet Dnion he knew, and
became friendly with. such ather

achodl [riendships now stand-
in» Zacharlades tn mood stea
trend  of the Politbure's

thinking was perhans reflected 1n
A reeent Communist atratesy meet-
Ing hield 10 Strasbourg. Prance

er Seeretary Marshall made

historic prooosal. Zachariades who
rrosses borders without difficulty.
was secretly present at this meel-
ing_ However. he allowed an atde,

“free X  Government” in &
“free Macedonin” to counter the
Government In Ath-

M
anythmv goes. Each letter must be signed al-
mm‘gh in ezc:!ammxl cases and upom request.
_v#:‘ id the wriler's name.—Editors.

bl at one one night alone was §7,
Import. ber own champagne erstands

pagne agency. and considering the fact that her champagne
Ctro’s er desire to

Fax This pronuncement of an
obacure Greek Communist s re-
marded In Washineton with the
utmost gravity. If carried through,

it will mean that Gov., Dwight
Griswold. the chief of the Ameri-
can missian to Greece, will face
on his arival, or snortly thereaft-
er mn all-oul civil war, backed
ore or less openly by (he Sovists
through the empl
Comintermn-organized \ﬂ\'.!l'ﬂlliﬂntl
hrigade
MORALE SLIPPING

Zachariades 12 belleved o have
mponsored  the formation of the
brigade simply becauss there have
recently been Increasing of
dlsaffection and loss of morale In
the guerrilla ranks The brizade

be faced with » crucial decision.
Fither this country ean rely on
the Ineffective Greex Army to pro-

ment
States can take whatever
measures may be necessary to pro=
tment, That might

well mean the sending of Ameriear |
roops

resce And 1t 1 all foa
step

where such &
mirht lead

vt ompetent sbservers here are
fairly  hopeful this terrible
cholce mav still be avokded. Trey
fend the utmost significance to the
Sovirt rection to the Dropossl of
the United Nations Balkan Com-
mission Except for the Baviet and

tablished o guarantee
Greek frontiers. If the Saviets ab-
staln from voting when the pro.
posal romes 40 befare the Becurity
Counctl. this will be taken to menn
that the Soviet leaders have de-
cldes a5 thew decided last autumn
on Imn that st least temnorartie
it s the betler part of wisdom to
abandon the drive on Greece, If the
Saviets veto this will be taken to
mean that the drive i3 1o be ins
tensified ~ and  the Internatiomal
brizade Lt to be thrown Inte ac-

ton.
THREAT TO U. N,

The British delegate to
United Nations recently
that it e

pronosals
Ratlons ~might as. well pack uo"
A Baviet vets of The. pronosay ma
have an even

more ominous sige
nificance

: Bugsy Got Money From High & Low Places

WASHINGTON
TTHE Government probe into dapper Bugsy Siegel alain

why the Paris conference fuiled
That verslon was that the USA wanted

to meddle with

w mmilnly of lﬂ\lll nmmun nations, wmwd to domi-

together (he over-all re- |

tacts. high and low. bizai
in all sorts of interestl
&Irl friend, Virginia Hill,
from Charles Ward, one of the leading business men
Northwest.

zarre and unlq\lr

spparently from his
and ll one Ulﬂe several Years ago
of the

In 1938, U. 8. agents. then investigating Stegel, found
that he had received $20000 from Ward,
Brown & well-knewn Bt Paul Sitane umer!
firm. by a letter telling Slegel
{Ha% thia waa-al) Ward €ould aise at the time. Later W,

sent Blegel s check for 80,000, raising the total payment to
3100, Apparently Ward was not mmu o hide the

transaction, or he would not have made the payment by
check,

. Asked by this :nlumnlal about the payments. Mr. Ward
nmmuhemd some money {rom Siegel and was

ying It
A vh I llustraten Siegels far-flug asociates. this
payment is 1ot figuring in the current investigation.

Mission To Paris

slﬂlll-lrrpnﬂedlnm"mnknw financial difficulties
with the Flamingo and to hay anxious to borrow
11500006 thorly. before s death e Pamingo. el
dentally, bad cost a mintmum of $3,000000 to bulld.

Virginia Hill has been one of the most lavish enter-
talners in Hollywood, spending an estimated $200,000 & year.
It was at her Beverly Hills home that Bugsy Siegel was
Kiled. A gold key io her house was found In his pocket.

Marshall Pleads
T _was not mnml; coincidence
Three Marshall Plan

s
i

each country who it could or
tull]ﬂ not lunln pn‘l'l'tf

Atlulﬂyi-her-hl!l digrupter, dominator and meddler In

bas been nol Lhe UBA'but the USSR—as witnes

Hungary, Bul . Romanis and to some exe
tent Austris and Greece.

!Mr.mm one and told 1t

Euw come to belleve the Boviet propaganda
E-.m.. Btate Department hast had sufficient
m:uh;&nmmddeﬁmmf

A Httle over a year ago, for instance, the Russians sent
a wheat-ladén ship to Marseilles fo relieve French
of " Marsellies

lared. the populace paraed through
the Soviet vesse

What the French people didn‘t know was: 1. ’ﬁuﬂknr_
dollars. not

had 10 pay Riissla for the wheat—and in
3. That simultaneousl mu,n..mpbalmmln
Havre with wheat which was a free gifl from the

M.MWMMmmmm
machine to publicise Its o and Russians,
FArEed by il Gommini: P17, got 4 the Srwiik

i




