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AMERICA, In May 1047, It Is easy to
& " Ltorget that this 15 the second anniver-

" sary of V-E Day. Two years have wiped the
& " algns of war from the countryside, if not
i from the headlnes. For the illiterate, and
“for all those who have no wish to be re-

minded of things past, the fllusion of peace
4 . 1s complete, :

But only In Amerlca, In May 1047, Is It
easy to forget this anniversary. Elsewhere
 the scars still show — In shattered ma-
; sonry and In the faces of the people. Si-
+ Jence has replaced the sound of guns, but
silence Is a reminder of failure, of wasted
* months, of hopelessness. A war has ended,
but peace has not yet begun.

And this Is the bitter dose. While the
guns still sounded there was an easy, au-
tomatic, acceptable explanation for evers
thing. Did children starve. old women suf-
fer, men dle? C'esi la guerre — a madman

e I T

How High Were The

NE of the greatest difficulties faced by

debaters on both sides of the proht-
bition question s the absence of accurate
statistles covering the perlod of the Noble
Experiment. Drys are likely to recall those
fourteen years as a blissful, golden era of
Jaw, order and universal Godliness, while
wets can remember only the sound of sub-
machineguns in the streets and the gnaw~
Ing taste of bathtub gin.

A final verdict as to whether there was
more or less drinking under natlonal pro-
hibitlon can never be handed down. There
are, of course, the records of the varlous
law enforcement agencies which demon-
strate that some enterprising citizens con-
tinued to sell and/or consume the stuff.
But tiese list only the unwary and unin-
fluential ones who were caught. How many
escaped the law? There are no statistics
on that paint, only the memories of Indi-
vidual observers, and these are colored by
prejudice and hazy with time.

* One such turned up, almost lrrelevantly,
in a column Hal Boyle wrote from the
campus of Indiana University where he has
been dellvering a series of Ernle Pyle me-
morial Jéctures. We don't know what Mr.
Boyle's convictions are In the matter of
prohibition, although we assume that he
'

VM is Hardly Th

e Word

was loose In the world, and free men every-
where had Joined hands to destroy him,
This was the thing that had to be done,
the thing that couldn't walt, and human
suffering could be accepted as part of it.
But now the madman s two years dead,
gone, lost forever beneath the rubble of
Berlin. The guns are cold, the soldiers have
gone home, gras grows over the pitted
fields. And still children starve, old women
sutfer. men die.

The careful calculations of diplomats,
the plausible words of publicists, the ine
volved excuses of politiclans—these may
explain the great void of these two years,
but they ean mever justify it. Two years
alter the military decislon was gained half
the world still rots in misery—this, truly, 18
beyond defense, the black, shametul record
of human failure.

‘We need a new title for this anniversary.
Vietory has no place In it.

Flames? :

doesn’t think highly of it. We do know
that he Is an unusually perceptive report-
er, as he has demonstrated frequently since
he stepped into Ernie Pyle's shoes. He is,
therefore, as competent as the next man
to testify to the difference between the
contemporary campus scene and that of his
own day. Casting his memory back some
fifteen years. Mr. Boyle wrote:

About the only thing the moral beagles
were right on Was their contentlon the
college boys were drinking too much. I do
elieve that at the average Saturday night
dance the blood content of most fraternity
men contained more than the 33 per cent
alcohol then allowed by statute,

Today the college students both men and
women—seem to drink much less than in
y time. Alcohol no langer is v
ture or a forbidden lure. Much,of the fun
of college drinking went out when you no
longer had to buy it fllegally behind a taxi
stand at $2 a pint—stomach-shattering
stuff that aged a freshman into a senfor
ht. Or 5o he felt the next morning.

We offer this only as the observation of
one who, so far as we know, was not at-
tempting to prove anything in particwlar.
Let it be entered Into the record and
welghed, as It will be, against the concur-
ring or dissenting memories of “all those
who grew up in the era of flaming youth.

Assist F ro;rl The Picket Line

OOPERATION between management
“\and labor deserves high praise always,
and we dre pleased to nbte two indications
of It in the current run of the news.

The Natlonal Federation of Hoslery
‘Workers (CIO), in conventlon assembled at
Durham, solemnly passed a resolution
pledging the union to support the hoslery

in its nation-wid,

against bare feminine legs. Women, the
delegates proclaimed, lose a great deal of
their glamour when“they ahandon thelr
stockings. Not only that, but the practice
has resulted in a serious reduction in the
natlon's consumption of full-fashioned ho-
slery,

Fashlon being the unpredictable thing 1t
Is, we doubt somehow If much will come
of this laber - management crusade. We
note, however, that it is based on sound
psychology. Nobody Is attempting to per-
sunde the girls that stockings are warmer,
‘cooler, more hygtenic or more moral than

Another Voice

bare legs. They are being reminded simply
that their legs Iook better clothed, an ar-
gument that ought to turn the trick If
anything can,

A more Immediate benefit to manage-
ment afforded by a labor union Is report-
ed In New York, where a group of dance
Instructors (female) pulled a brief strike
against the Arthur Murray studios. The
dispute, whatever 1t was, was quickly set-
tied, but not before the lovely pickets had
formed a conga line and snaked back and
forth in front of the studio, shaking mar-
acas, among other things. They had a
chant, too, that went like this: “Two, four,
six, elght — Mr. Murray, negotiate. One,
two. three, kick — Papa better sign quick.”
It appears that Mr. Murray had to grant
a check-off as a result. but it 1s a small
concession In return for the free adver-
tising provided for his six easy lessons.

There will be more of these incidents, we
suppose, before the Spring ls over.

The Strength Of Democracy

HE most powerful force to uphold
democracy lies not in tanks and ord-
nance, but in the conviction of the men
who, when conflict finally breaks out, will
drive the tanks and fire the cannon.”

Thus did President Miguel Aleman of
Mexico, in addressing a joint session of the
Unlted Stateés Congress in the mellow
1diom of his native Spanish, re-emphasize
the verity that the real strength of democ=
racy anywhere and everywhere is the faith
which men have in it.

‘This faith 15 not something that can be
won by the sword. It is not the falth which

+ 13 mothered by fear or gained In awe. Faith
in democracy which 1S akin to the connu-
bial love commanded by the shotgun wed-

. ding or to the religion stemming out of
death-bed repentance is"worse than wseless

- &8 a preserver of man's free-socletles,

Handsome 15 as handsome does is an old
gaying which contains much pertinence to-
day. It Is equally true that democracy is as
democracy does. A sane soclety will not
leave the champlonship and defense of

““democracy merely to its orators and writ-
€18, Its professional pointers-with-pride
‘who are never able to detect any {laws in it.
It will not be content with a democracy
which forever mssumes a defensive role,
Buch s so-called democratic order sooner
or later betrays Its own principles and sac-
rifices its own ‘freedoms

in the modern world of movement and
perpetual ehange is a democracy with a
program. American action of the positive,
progressive sort Is the only salvation of the
traditional American way.—Winston-Salem
Journal.

It turns out only now that Truman is a
bowler. Later, we may learn if our Harry
shoots for any particular pin, or just thinks
of the Russl. .

Baseball's old master, Cy Young, s 80,
For 22 seasons. he pitched a swell curve,
little realizing that Life magazine would

<prové this. impossible, . «

Threatened with extinction by & bill
‘which unifies the armed services, the U. 8.
Marine Corps can be expected to fight to &
finish, as always—from the halls of Monte-
zuma to those of Congress.

The Hulchins Commission Issues its re-
port on will's wrong with the press. For
the working newspaperman it contalns no
surprise, except the $215,000 expense ac-
suunl. which he would like to see broken

lown.

The resurrection of Burton K. Wheeler to
probe charges that the Navy pays too much
for oll can well dismay any malefactor
concerned, as Burt is twice as wough when
he's right.

Merry-Go-Round ¢

People’s Platform

The UN Laboratory

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tre Nrws:
AS It ls evident that no co-operative agreement

can be had now with Russian which would permit
joint action in stabilizing the world and adjusting it

e atomic age. the United Nations, as at present
constituted and implemented, (s 8 hindrance if we rely
upon It to compose conllicling Intercsts and avert
war.

We must consider the actwities of the United
Nations only as test tube experiments conducted in &
Iaboratory where the scientists are secking for a cat-
alyst that will promote the formation of a world-
organism compound having charucteristics secepluble
to the whole world vet differing in many respecis
trom the original components

It may be a long time before the efforts of the
researchers are rewarded But we can be thankful
that the laboratory exists, and that the sclentists are
working on the problem.

Although they may never make the great dis-
covery, the history of many discoveries supports the
expectation that means will be found to loosen many
of the tensicns thal now separate some RAHONS.

In the meantime a new United Natldhgorganiza-
tion Is forming about the United States and the
Dritish Commonwealth, This Is not a research foun-
datlon, or a debating soclety. It is a powerful instru-
ment designed to protect the Interesta, in every part
of the world, of &ll the nations who Joln with us
and share our objectives.

This organization may be expected to establish
and maintain a line beyond which no communistic
governments will be tolerated. Russia, no doubt, will
continue being obdurate concerning reciprocal agree-
ments. but. lacking the atomic bomb, cannot afford
to cross the line separating Russian hegemony from
the rest of the world,

The danger of War with Russia will depend pri-
marily upon how we respect the line that we establish.
Onee we halt the communists, tt will be hard to
resist the temptation o push them back, Perhaps
It would be In the interests of world-peace if a few
countries on our side of the line remained potentially
rommunistic. It Is hard for the powerful ta be
humble,

" us hope that our United Nations will be
content to only hald the line until the old United Na-
Uons cvolves & magic formula Upon such forebear.
ance may depend the life of your son or grandscn,

—LEWIS AYER SMITH

First Stone
CHARLOTTE
Editors. Tr News:

EVERAL friends of mine have told me that my
3 letter. editortally captioned ‘The Central Ques-
tlon', left. them wondering whether [ was a Wet or
8 Dry.¥ I had to admit 10 them that, after read-
ing the letter n couples of times as it appeared
Twr News, I was a little in the dark. myselt,

The truth of the matter fs. 1 got so carfled
away with my subject that both the length and
(chuckle) strength of the letter rendered editorinl
deletion necessary; the deleted portion, 1 believe,
might have rendered the whole a bit mare Intelligi-
ble. but I suspect that ‘twere betler thus.

T should Hke to say here, though, that T am n

—a Wet that doem't use sleohol in any way,
shape, form or fashion, a Wet that doesnt own &

Drew Pearson’s

1845:  The United:

single liquor store— a Wet. however. who believes
that a non-drinker has no more moral Tght to dic-
ate to & drinker when, where, how and for how
much he will buy his liquor thun a vegetartan. has
1o ditio_regarding a meat-eater And I think that
Mr A Z F Woods rebuke of the scripture-quoters
is right to the point.  Mr. Wood did not attempt
to clothe drunkenness in a cloak of righteousness, he
merely nsked. subtly, that they get back to the sub-
ject under discussion. that [s, should Christ's fole
lowers force their wilf on their brethren In

ateer?

Paul's advice to Timothy dign't justify drunkens
ness, but it 15 to be assumed that Paul didn’t re-
quire that Timothy get it from a boatlegger. And,
if it had been In accordance with Christs plan.
He had ample opportunity to gather hs little group
araund Him and say. “When cur movement gets &
iittle stronger, we wil] make the wine-bibbers pay
three prices for third-rate liquor*

Bul He didnt He had every

opportunity to

make the law harder on harlots. but He didnt. "Go
thy way,” He sald He had opportunity to make
the law harder on thieves, but He didn't, ~Glve

him thy cloak, also” He sald. When Christ fald,
‘Let him who s without guilt cast the first stone”
He did not mean him who was mot a harlot—He
meant him who was' without any kind.
And ean any say that the surrendering of the
alcoholle sinner to the tender mercies of moonshins
Hquor fs not casting a stone at that unwerthy?
Sam Jones used to sav that too many Chris-
tians are eager to be a hammer. and strike for
God: very few of them are 50 enger to be the anvil,
10 be strick for God. If they can just be the ham-
mer in this case, and let the poor alcoholic be the
anvil. then eversthing will be just lovely, 'All that

and Heaven, too!
—A. E. BASSETT.

Service
MORGANTON
Editors. Tux News:

YOUNG fat boy dellvers The Charlotte News

to the State Hospital here. He is & curiosity. He
makes his appearance slowly about 4 o'clack. om
“R" ward here he can be seen like the morning sun
Fising with the bag of papers swinging on his side. He
Is about as reguldr as clock-work, but it seems an
effort for him to make his rounds.

Recently he told me of the contest for THe Nrws
carriers of which he was in high hopes of becoming
eligible for the trip to Charlotte. He made it alright.
When telling me about it he emphasized especially
about how he would eat at the finest restaurants In
Charlotte and he sald, “Boy, well get the best food
they've got” His expression beamed. Maybe he
£ats 50 much at home and at the stores that it keeps
him puffing in order to get THr Nrws delivered.
Anyway. ke the “turtle™ he gets here. Better slow
than never. He gets here soon ernough.
—FRANKLIN HAMRICK.

The People’s Platform s aratlable fo any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewritien {f
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and obscenity will be deleted—otherwise

The grass is reseeded and greener than ever.
remind you of war—except
saflor with an accordion serenading a Wave.

Marquis Childs

Voice Of America

WASHINGTON
Tu President’s committee to
study universal military train.
ing is completing a report ‘soon ta
be- made public. They have heard
many 1o
and
ful and thorough review of an issue
that stirs [ntense feeling. B
Some of the military witnesses

wei in thelr appraisal of
the value of military training. They
conceded that, of

modern warfare, {15 value was de-
batable. But they almost always
added that it was necessary to im-
press_the world, particularly So-
viet Russla, with -our Intention to
keep arder ‘and live up to our Ine
ternational commitments.

€ program would cost a miln-
inum of $2000000000 & year. It
the value of mass armies is d

gram now, and then if there seems
to be a need for i, we can re-
vive it later.

. There is a -major flaw in this
excuse. The Voice of America Is

all
aims 1o the less

cast-

have legitimate
2 ]

lengths avallable.

n wave-
If the - United

not have a volce on the world air-
waves.
FREQUENCIES ASSIGNED
Before 1939, international fre-
quencies were assigned under an in-
A

batable, then this
comes » very costly gesture to im-
press the peoples of the world, Yet
it 1s contemplated and It may be

lopted.
At the same time
Com:

the House Ap-
it

total of
233 frequencies were registered at
Berne, Switzerland. but 40 per cent

“were unusable for one reason or
another.

the war, part of the bat-
tle was to off the enemy's

House promising

ith the
to, follow sult, cuts
out the entire State

gTal
and he grabbed yours.
The result was chaos in the ether,

information program “for reasons
~of economy. In that way they save
$31,000,000.

MODEST EFFORT ;

The information program
modest attempl to fell the world
the truth about this country. It

an effort to correct the dis-
tortions and the deliberate lies

mass propaganda,
gram's radio phase known as the
Voice of America, the State De-
partment has asked for $16.100.000.
Of this amount. $6.100.000 would
Pay for PULLINg up transmitters, and
this expense would not recur.

Substantial evidence is accumu-
lating that, even inside Rusaia,
ple are listening to the Volce of
America One sure sign I that
the broadeasts have been savagely
attacked by Ilva Ehrenburg, prap-
agandist-in-chief in the Soviet corps
of Intellectuals.

The hope Is that the Senate,
on mature consideration, will re«
store all of part of the fund for
this information program. Apolo-
ists for Chairman John Taber and
his axemen on the House Appro-
priations Commiitter are using the
following excuse. They say that we
€an cut out the bro tng pro-

Stewart Alsop

0 pr nary
conferences have sought to untangle
the snarl. A third is to be held
at Auantic City in July. If we have

rTendered our frequencies at that
time, the conferené is likely to con-
tirm their allocation elsewhere. The
Voice of America will be sllenced.

It is impossible, too, to hold to-
gether a competent information staff
with the axe always hovering in the
alr. That has been difficult enough

ta get out of Government and back
Into private business L not sur-
prising.

WITH RFD!
The Tabers could. of course, go
much further. They could cut out
the postal system. That would save

abers who considered rural froe
delivery as a wicked device to com-
munize the country.

The Voice of American delivers
news and information to people who
live on 1o postal route that we can
reach. As the nation that has
developed radlo technically to a
greater degree than any other, we
shall look pretty foollsh if we de-
cide to mute the small volce that
5 ours today.

England And Peanuts

LONDON
J7, !¢ at fint surprising to find
large numbers of stolid British
Labor Porty officiais talking ex-
citedly about "groundnuts™ Even
after it develops that what they
really have In mind s peanuts, it
i difficult at first to understand
why so much enthusinsm centers
on the lowly goober. Yet this
widespread fascination with pea-
nuts s one symptom of a mo-
mentous change n British policy
which has been taking place aimost
unnoticed.  For  slowly,
cusly, the whole weight of British
Imperial policy hos been shifting,
and there are signs that a s'ep or
two behind, British strategic policy
will shift with ir.

What has happened Is that Africa
has been slowly replacing Incia and
the Far East as the focal point of
the British Fmpire Moreover, an
attempt is being made to export
the limited British version nf So-
clalism to the British posssssions
in Africa, cood - doctriniatre
Soctalist kriows that Soclalism and
Imperiallsm are mutually contra-
dictory terms. The British history
is a history of somehow making
inherent contradictions work. From
the tentative beginmings now under
way, of which the “groundnut”
scheme for East Africa is the
most  ambitious, something new
under the sun—a Soclalist emplre—
may yet emerge.

TVA PRINCIPLES

e groundnut scheme will be
an attempt to apply the principle
of the TVA (an experiment which
bas had 8 profound effect on
British Soclalist rhiought) to East
Africa, with peanuts substituted for
electric power. An initial outlay of
about 5,000,000

plowed back Into further develop-
ments. Thus it s hoped first, to
raise the miseracle standard of
itving of the East Africari natives.
Tt-is h second. and oy no
means . incidentally to correct the
most serious deficit In the present
English diet—the shortage of fats
and ofls—to whici some dielicians
attribute the low rate of production
n British Industry. In this way
it Is planned to eat the Socialist

Nothing 0 _inen considered revolutionary. . . .
the Wave barracks

And a

cake and keep the
empire 160.
DIVISION ON STRATEGY
‘These new factors have led to a
disagreement less  diznified
circles 1t would be called & row)
now in progress among the makers
strategic . The
sides are almost exactly divided
aceording to age

benefits of

the need
lfor strong positicas—in Palesfine,
Cyprus, Egypt, and elsewhere—for
the protection of the Suez Canal.

the ‘canal would be closed on the
first day of hostfilties, and that
the strategic objective must (here-
fore be, not to keep it open, but
‘o prevent its use by a potential
enemy. They thus lay the main

developed both
as the paying proposition in the
new Empire. and as a matn strategic
base:and Middle East ofl. which the
n’urll:duncnn base woul
slgned to protect. For this
It s belleved that control’ of tng
Arabian Peninsula in case of
and total control of the Persian
Gulf and the Indian Ocean, will be
necessary, There s also some be-
Uef that a main forward base at
Basra In Iraq is cssential,
ENEMY AND ALLY

Two facts are of nterest In this
strategic asseasment. First, the only

s
50
&real that given overwhelming air
superiority to balence againsi the
massive Russian manpower, the
Russtans could be contalned and
the essential pasitions saved. Sec-
ond. it 18 obviously a-basic assump-
tion that the wotld commitments
of the United. States, and more
especially the American commite
ments in the Near and Middle East,
are such that in cuse of a Russian
attack south, the Unlted States and
Great Britain ‘would inevitably be
partners in the war which would
immediately ensue.

V-E Day Compared With Lethargy Of 47

. WASHINGTON
OTES on the Anniversary of an Armistice—8an Francisco
tions being born. . . .

Now atomic bombs

ny
Simultaneously, the end of the war in Europe, History in
“the makinj Delirious” people, dizzy people, happy people.
. .. Auto horns and ticker tape. . . . Senator Tom Connally
saying. “The war is over" . . . American Legion vets in
uniform, older vets in gold-blue uniform: “Remember 1918
when you and I did this in Paris? We never thought it
wor appen mgain” . . . Soldlers singing. Secretary of
State Steitinius beaming. . . . A new union of nations. The
United Nations. , . . The end of our traditional isolation, the
end of war. .. . We won't make the same mistake we made
after 1018. This time America will stick with the other
natlons, stick and pitch for peace,

Sallors kissing pretty girls. strange girls. . . , Texas Tom
haking hands. slapping backs, pumping hands,  “The war's
over in Europe. Hitler's finished.” . , , Senator Vandenberg

* beaming. . . . Ed Stettinius grinning. ... Back on my desk. &
letter from an old school mate, his son missing in action.
»++ Bt now therell be new hope—through the new United
Nations. . . . N boys missing in action. . , . The Rus-
slans, it's true. acted strangely at the armistice, holding up
the final announcement. But they've suffered & lot. Gone
through hell. You.have to understand them. . . , Then there
ine which everyone denied—the story of
Potsdam, back
practically in Berlin, trying
to help win the war as quickly, as possible. But the Russians
wanted us out. . .. Well, if they wanted to waste their own
men, taking Berlin themselves, that's thelr business. Peculiar
people, the Russians. . . . Meanwhile, let's get ahead with
:vll ; ‘:’p this pmew United Nations. Because pesce is
ere to stay,
Washington, D. C.. May 8, 1M7: Seems a long time since
war. The anti-aifcraft guns are gone from Potomae Park.

Willow trees
ing low over the Potomac. Lovers iounging on park
benches. Skies reaching down to earess the horizon. Pansies
preening themes o gqudy, prideful glory. . . . War seoms
long ago, very long ago—but not quite forgotten,

Studying Next War
ACROSS the Tidal Basin under the willows sits the War

College. Dull, unimaginative brick bulldings. Inside goes
on the Imaginative business of moving . guns. ships,
planes on checkerboards, planning the possibllities of war.
+ - . O¢orge Kennan. crack student of Russian affairs, lives
In that bullding; brought back from Moscow to lecture Army-
Navy officers, tell them what to expect from Russia in regard
to war ., . Across the Tidal Basin. girls riding on bicycles.
White-faced clerks drinking in the sunshine. . . . An ex-
OF strolling with his new bride. They may be living in &
shack or a trafler or with a mother-in-law, but along the
Potomac all outdoors belongs to them.

mes change. Even nature changes. . . . There was a

time when my father-in-law, strolling through thess same
fields with Teddy Roosevelt, was dared by Teddy to swim
the Potomac. cold with the thaws of :
lt—over and back. .. . And the new cultivated parkland with
lts cherry trees and pansy beds was then such a deserted
twampland that they were able to walk to the back door
of the White House. dripping and halfl undraped. unseen even.
by Mrs. Roosevelt. . . . Yes, time:
Truman _get
tomac Park today! . . . My
believed in war's Inevitability
many to stu the
to the U. B!

He was sent by TR to Ger-
Kalser’s military machine, brought back
its present system of indirect artillery fire

a
‘war changes—at least {ts"method:

s
ihat doesn't change is the fact that we keep on—killing.

Chained Wonien

ACROS& the park sufrounded by cherry trees sits the
Jefferson Memorial. . . . Once women chained themselves

to cherry trees along the Tidal Basin in protes

ping down the trees to make room for the memo:

They were fanatics against ch

memorial basks liloq:h! o

around its base, as rever.

... Jefterson wouldn't particularly like that. He believed in

ch: 3

The only thing that hasn't changed s war—and
n

was arrested by Itallan offi-

cers because they thought I Was Yugoslay. . . . Among the top
brackets, ha m;nn‘lnlznu..uﬂctk;'“ll;.l:.hm
Serblan mountains, 100 Bulgar prisoners were h -me re-
rastated villages, and the Bulgars with their Serblan
rds_and conscript Albanlans sat around their campfires
home and ‘the fulllity



