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of fundamentsl reform in our methods of
‘financing our government. At every level,
‘from township to the Federal establish-
& mznl, tax schedules are dictated by ex-

with results all too familiar to the
“overburdened taxpayer.

In a commission of 21 represent-
atlve cltizens—including some who hold
. public office—has undertaken a survey of
the state tax structure. They have discov-
ered already that the Btate of Georgia
levies 487 separate taxes, many of ‘them
overlapping. Georgia certainly 1s not a hor-
rible example in this Instance; the same
general situation applies In every state, In-
"eluding this, one.

But, with the best will in the world and
full support of the politicians to whom Its
recommendations will tinally go, It is diffi-

" eult to see how the Georgia commiasion
can accomplish much. It might reduce the
overlupping taxes of the state government
and abolish some of the more inequitable
ones, but it still will be unable to do any-
thing about the taxes Imposed by units
of government above and below the state
level. The patchwork of state taxes, unfor-
tunately, is only part of an even larger and
‘equally haphazard pattern.

Probably there can be no effective reform
until the sources of revenue of the varlous
governing bodles are finally defined and
limited. By custom local governments levy
‘taxes on real property, while governments
at higher levels derive their maln sources
of revenue from income and excise levies.

.. .

The Elimination Of
'OTING the recent series of aerial pho-
tographs In Ter News showing the

manner {n which raliroad grade crossings

hamper the flow of traffic In Charlotte,

Editor Beasley of The Monroe Journal re-

minds that the problem is by no means &

new one. The conflict between tralns and
other surface vehicles arose as soon as the
first tracks were lald, and found its way
inevitably Into the courts. The late Chief

Justice Clark ruled: that wagons should

take precedence over locomotives, because

. the wagon roads were there before the
rallroad tracks. If that precedent still
mnd.l. Mr. Beasley drily observes, right-
of-way now belongs to the rallways, since
the locomotive was running long before the
automoblle was invented.

Regardless of the law, no sutomobile
ever won an argument with a railroad
traln. And the point of the photographs In
Txx Nrws was not to raise the question of

. right and wrong, but to point to the need
of eliminating the present conflict between
rail and street traffic. There Is only one
way. that can be done — the elimination of
all grade crossings on the major streets of
Charlotte,
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The Planning Board s conscious of thls,

Eigerybody Talks About Taxes....

But the custom is by no means binding.
Many states still levy property taxes and
many citles malntaln special excise levies.
The Federal government, of eourse, has in-
vaded every field of taxation except the
direct levy on real estate.

This situation has been dictated by pire-
1y political eonstderations. It is customary
for governing bodles to meet the need for.
new revenue by turning to a new source
rather than Increasing existing levies. This
is based on the wistful theory that a brand
new tax will somehow generate less Gpposi~
tlon than an Increase in one that already
exists and 1s therefore already unpopular.
Also there mre supposed to be degrees of
pain attached to tax payment; taxes that
can be concealed as part of the purchase
price of goods or services, for Instance, are
supposed to be less agonizing than those
Involving a direct transaction with the
revenue collector.

The result of all this, however, has been
to create great Inefficlency and therefore
great inequity in tax collection. Equal and
Just distribution of the tax burden among
all the people Is an Impossible ideal, per-
haps, but certainly we could come much
closer to it by simplifylng the varjous tax
structures and protecting the taxpayer
agalnst paying simllar levies to several
competing branches of government.

Taxation should be a cold and exact acl-
ence. Instead It hasbecome a sort of form-
less art designed to ralse the maximum
amount of money with minimum publie
protest. It may take a miracle to bring
about a coherent attack on the problem on
& broad enough front to be effective, but it
remains nevertheless the most Important
of governmental reforms.

Grade Crossings

grade crossings and would like to see them
eliminated.

The project, however, Is not a simple
one. For Instance, the worst grade croasing
In town — on Trade Street at the South-
ern Passenger station — cannot be ell-
minated without a major construction
project. If the rallroad tracks are low-
ered to permit traf-

The Great Drought

Ll e o d

Peoele’s Platform

The Golden Era

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tre News:
¥ the bay 17t lssue of your good paper there were
sy Jatters on your editorial page in the section
The People's Platform, one
P, Pye.
brai

fallure. Mr. Gaunt says, “The dry sources offer
pothing o prove that prohibition is practical or at
ny tme contribuled o the social and economic

weltare of the populace® M. ““The

A M Gaunt, the other by one L. Both mzu
»

fic to pass overhead the present
station facilities and the numerous spurs
and side-tracks that serve industries along
the right-of-way will be rendered useless.
On the other hand an overpass sufficlent
to permit Trade Street tratfic to clear the
present tracks would deny street-level ac-
cess to the buildings now located along that
busy thoroughtare. The engineering diffi-
cultles apparent here are present in some
degree at all the other crossings.

‘The problem can be solved, of course, and
it must be. But jt will require full co-
operation between the City and the rall-
roads and probably a mutual assumption of
costs. Since the City's Interest In the mat-
ter 1s more Immedliate than the railroads’,
it seems incumbent upon the City to make
the first move. We hope It will come soon,
for the smooth and even flow of trafflc

of course, and in all its long. ge street
planning includes over- or undér-passes at
the major rall-street Intersections. The
raliroads likewise have no fondness for

The Propagandists

GOOD many North Carolinians have
argued that the requirement that lob-
bylsts register with the Secretary of State
and indicate the amount and source of
thelr Income Is observed most often in the
‘breach. Certalnly the system Is notperfect
and 1s frequently evaded, but It has turned
up an Interesting and fevealing list of pro-
fesslonal pressurists in Raleigh. But an-
other eqally important statute enacted by
the last Leglslature appears to be totally
ineffective.

A the behest of Senator Gordon Gray &
Jaw was passed nqulnnx the registration
of all in North Caroll
propagandist being defined as a person or
organization whose principal business is in-
fluencing public oplnion or legislation.

Benator Gray conceded that the motives of .

many propagandists—such as the prohibl-
tionists—may be of the highest, Neverthe-
less he Insisted that the people and their

* representatives have a right to know who
s trying to influence thém and why.

8o far, however, only two organlzations
in North Carolina have complied with the
law—The Realistic Party and the United
World Federallits. Secretary of State Eure
reports that he has recelved several other

ha Another Voice

b LATE 8pring 1s a test of patience for
those who work with growing things;

but the rush with which Spring comes,
once the break is made in the weather,
_provides a spectacle that is no less than
miraculous. We hive had that spectacle

in the past ten days here in this ares —

in the district is not possible so
long as rallroad grade crossings provide
barriers across all but & few through
streets,

Must Registen

inquiries asking for an Interpretation of
the law. But the Secretary of State says he
can't, despite considerable study, decide
who should register and who shouldn't. His
replies, therefore, have been non-commitial
and have left the question of registration
largely up to the varlous organizations.

Admittedly, interpretation of the statute
is no easy matter. Its wording may be s0
vague, legally, as to make It totally inef-
tective: But this should not mean that the
effort to enforce it should be abandoned
without a falr trial. The Secretary of State
might ask the Attorney General, or even
the Bupreme Court. for an sdvisory opinlon
which would serve to define the statute.

Tt I3 always a bad thing to have an un-
enforced (or unenforcable) statute on the
books. But this should not be used as an
excuse to scrap a needed plece of legislation,
‘The objective of Senator Gray’s law seems
1o us entirely worthy and not Impossible of
achievement: If the present statute is in-
adequate It can and should be revised at
the next session of the Legislature. There
have been few times In our history when
there was a greater need for positive ident--
ification of the volces that shout conflict-
ing opinions across the hm\!.

: An Overnight Arrival

most hear the buds popping. You drove
along & road one morning and saw ‘maple
leaves beginning to open. By mid-afternoon
those same leaves were two Inches across.
"By noon the next day they were almost
fully spread. One morning the apple trees
had a dappling of pink where the un-
opened flower buds were In sight. By even-
ing the trees were showing splashes of
white. Another day and those trees were
giant bouquets, loud with bees.

buds, which had begun to unfold, spread
their leat-petals in a matter of hours, and

overnight the hillsides glowed with creamy

‘whiteness.

‘The season came all at once, without its
usual slow preparation. It was as though
time lost its meaning—for a few days. Then
!Dﬂnx nund her arms and hlru smoth=

m—ﬂ'm ork

says,
which failed In Its lnunum
purpose and resulted In the greatest era of or-
ganized crime the natlon ever had.” I wish to answer
both these gentlemen with some facls that every
one can. acquire for themselves if they desire the
real unadulterated facts (which the liquor interests
do not wam).

1 shall list a few of the many benelits of national
ploh]b!llnn There was no advertising of alcoholic

ages. No sadlo announced it.
exichien sleonelie beverages. No plate glass windows
exhiblted iL. There were no billboards reminding the
drinker of his favorite brew. It was branded as an
outlaw, banished from our front streets, discredited
in the thinking of Jaw-abiding citizens, and the open
saloon with it stench, moral- pollution and degraded
patrons went from among us.

Adoption of the Elghteenth Amendment was
followed In America by . mnnmlmu era of prosperity,
glowing and unsurpassed. k deposits mounted,
homes were built, living conditlons were ralsed, edu-
cation spread, luxury grew, churches sprang up, and
the whole nation underwent a transformation, the
magnitude and splendor of which would fill many
volumes to describe In detall. How much of this
prosperity resulted from natlonal prohibition It is
impossible to ascertaln because there were many
other factors involved.

There are some benefits that did result from
mational 'pmnlhlunn‘ however, that we are able Lo
tdentify. They are enumerated for us in the pub-
lication. “Prohibition In the United States,” by D.
Lee Colvin. pages 478-481. Arrests for drunkenness
decreased 64 per cent. According to the Unlted
States Census report, the prison population decreased
i per cent. Commitments to prison decreased in
Indiana 50 per cent: in Washington, D. C., 80 per
cent; In New York. 48 percent: in Connecticut. 67
pd cent, and In like rtion all over the nation.

es in general of all description decreased over
un wuntn from 45 to 63 per cent.

Alcohoile cases in hospitals and Institutions for
their treatment portrayed the beneficent work of
national prohibition in an indisputable way. In the
Bellevue Hospital. New York, they decreased 81 per
cent. The Washington Home In Chicago which had
averaged 921 patients annually for ten years had only
125 patlents the first year of national orohibition.
Over half of their patients had been afflicted with
delirfum tremens. But only thrée of the 135 pa-
tients of 1930 had delirlum tremens. . Out of about
240 institutions for the care of inebriates which had
treated hundreds of thousands of patients, nearly
all were closed as a result of national prohibition;
There had been .88 ‘Neal Institutes which had
treated 125,000 patients and every one of them elosed
within two years following the adoption of natlonal
prohibition. * Likewlse, there had been 30 Keely

Drew Pearson’s

Institutes, some of them very large. Following the
adoption of the Eighteenth Amendment they all
closed except the mother institute in Dwight, TiL.
and It sold Its great mother plant to the Government
for & hospltal, moved into small quarters and had less
than a dozen patients.

In nineteen clties of over 300 population, deaths
due to alcoholism decreased 83 per cent. Among the
millions of polleyholders of the Metropolitan Life In-
surance Co. the alcoholism death rate fell the first
year of mational prohibition from 48 per cent to §
of one per cent per 100,000 policyholders. _Alcohalic
Insanity vanished In similar proportions. Pauperism
decreased 67 per cent in our larger citl

Only a minute fraction of the beneuu of pro-
hipition can'be measured by the statistics relating
10 such subjects as arrests for drunkenness crime,
insanity and pauperism such ns these. Homes were
made happler. Wives rejoiced over sober husbands
Men spent_their money for food and clothing in-
stead of and liquor, Little children
Setehed at vard gates for the eturn of thelr working
fathers and “ransacked” his pockets in glee for
candy when he came home.

Mr. Fye, you talk about the greatest era of
Listen to

organized crime the nation ever had.

this: "We have now had thirteen or fourteen years
of re-legalized liquor. Beer Is legal in all the states
and hard liquor s legal in all but three.
eral Governm:

The Ped-
caught an average of 15,000 to
ce repeal (oh! yes
ili get rid of these many
In the income tax trial of
Al Capone, the Government alleged that he had
made one million dollars in five years. In Dallas
Texas. Inst year. a legal liquor dealer was convioted of
{ncome tax evasion on & million dollars that he had
made in black market operations in one year—not
five years but one. The Federal Government broke
up over 8,000 bootleg stills In 1945 and caught over
11,000 bootleggers, in one year. Then you, Mr. Fye,
have the audacity to call those petly crimes back
In the twenties and early thirties the greatest era of
organized crime the naton ever had. By the way
vou certalnly haven't been reading and observing the
headlines In the newspapers of our presant day,
have you?

ent has

bootleggers. Will they?)

—ALLEN B. SMITH.

Senator Soaper Says:

Stassen does three European countries in a week,
And while the strategy seems obscure at this point,
1L pomitly“la s aort” of plncers movement on

White House,

It is estimated If all the blueprints of dream
homes were gathered up and placed under a powerful
hydraulic press, we should have acres and acres of
needed wallboard.

“Ralsed from the dead” 12 mmulu after his
henn stopped beating, a West man  sald

med to return from a cmﬂ p!-m. which
wia nige going, s far as he went.

In North Carolina u Lesisiator moves lo oul;
law the employment of dynamite for -purposes
entertainment, and if he means any movie Vionde
in. particular let him say so.

Marquis Childs -

N. Y. Political Stakes

ALBANY, N. Y.
IN’ THE politics of this richest and
populous State. the stakes
are n'l[h So are the risks, In view
of the dynamite of inflation which
complicates every problem.
e of the bulldings which
house New York's public wards
go back nearly to the Civil War.
They are quite frankly fire-traps.
ey are ced out of the
fund of nearly $500,000.000 that the
State accumulated during the high
prosperity of the war.
Yet, for several reasons. 3
Thomas E. Dewey and his econo-
mie-poljtical team

‘They polnt out th

costs close to 100 per cent above the
pre-war level, the fund will go only

Eaitas far i It is spent now

Another factor enters In. The
contractors who would normally do
the Btate's work are engaging in
something very like a strike. When
the State asks for blds for urgent-
Iy needed repairs on the highways,
nlmn-l no bids come In. The con-
tr apparently have declded
that they will skiin the cream ot
high paying private jobs. And
they can't get thase jobs. then they
will wait for labor and material

to come down. Slgniticantly.
unemployment in the bullding trad-
es ts still rising In New York City.
CITY VS. STATE

Under the squeeze of inflation.
thie real contest s between city and
state, Greater New York, with its
7 12 million_peoples,
struggling with a congestion that 1s
almost strangulation. . const
presses for help from the State
is, by comparison, prosperous and
unencumbered,

Here in Albany, harsh things are
said sbout Mayor Willlam O'Dwyer
of New York City. sbout the shaky
condition of the subway system and
the “demogoguery” surrounding the
dispute over the S-cent subway fare
New York City would like to get
a part of that half-billion-dollar
fund 1o rehabilitate the subways

But that does not it into the
cazefully catculated Dewey program
1r s successful in CIIXHHK out

his program, he means to stand Te-
‘vealed In 1948 as an executive Who
has brought his State succesafully
and  prosperously through the
storms of reconversion and infia-
tlon.

Take the matter of teachers' saly
arles. In New York State, as almost
everywhere in the country, there
has been widespread agitation over
the low scales. - In Buffalo,
the teachers went o nmn and
made natlonal hesdiing
BALARIES RAISED

Dewey, wumlu with the leaders
of the large Republican majorities
in the Legislature, got approval for
ralsing teachers’ salaries. The mini-
mum In smaller communities ts ney
$2,000 & year, which scales uj

in New York City it Is from $2.500
to 45,125, - :

Nearly everybody was in favar of
these Increases, The controversy has
been over where to find the money
to meet the added cost, A consider-

and the Legislature passed on
the counties and citfes, authorlz!
them to levy additional nuisan
taxes to be’ used for ‘education
alone. At the same Hme, Dewey in-
slsted the State would be paying 83
per cent of the added cost through
additional State aid to the ‘schools.

Desplte this claim. & loud out-
cry has come from the local com-
munities and even from Republi-
can strongholds in upstate New
York. A number of egunties have

sent resolutions to Albany demand- "

Ing an extra session of the Legls-

lature to reconsider the matter. An

extra sesslon s, of course, the last

thing that Déwey wants, and he has
no.

STICKS TO RULES

With the members of his team.
Dewey 18 playing this political game
Hecording to rules he lald down long
Ago. He believes they are the rilea
that will win for him i the na-
tional race He ln not likely to
chang@ thase rules unless forced to
do a6 by unforeseen circumstances.

Joseph & Stewart Alsop

Poached Egg Budget

WASHINGTON

UBLIC discussion of tax and

budgetary problems has become
so thoroughly phony thai the ob-
server wonders whether the self-
delusion 18 not Intentional. Certainly
the continuing pledges of reduced
overall spending and lower taxation
are pretiy hard to explain. except
a3 symptoms of galloping_political
escape meurosis. Indlviduals do mo
harm. and probably schieve a cer-
tain dumb contentment, by fancying

political leaders of
the

gence for the
the most powerful natlon Ia
world.

The whole situation. At home and
abroad, ob 13 belies the “back
to normalcy” psychology. Take, for
example, the field of research and
development. The economles al-
ready effected In the armed services
make research In the new weapons
more than ever the core of the na-
tional defense. Guided missiles and
supersonic alrcraft are. in turn. the
most impo: t of the new weapons,
since these alone are capable of de-
livering atomic, blological or chem-
ical warheads in potentially hostile
territory.

More drivel has recentiy been talk-
ed about “pushbutton” war than
any other single subject. It is not
possible today. It will be possible
within ten years—but only If the
nation invests the time, the man-
power and the money to solve the
gigantic problems involved in inter-
continental fighting.

COSTLY EXPERIMENT

Every competent authority agrees
that these problems cannot possibly
be solved without the construction
of large scale supersonic wind tun-
nels, in which both missiles and
aireraft may be tested under con-
trolled conditions. For such wind-
Iunnzlg the power requirement alone

s0o heavy that there are only
mru places in the United States
where they can be placedZthe Ten-
nessee Valley, near Boulder Dam,
or near the Grand Coulee, The
capital Investment will be In the
neighbarhood of $1 billion, made
over three to five years. The per-
manent annual maintenance charge
will be computed in hundreds of
millions.

The estimates for these costly in-
stallatfons were not included In
the original budget because the
staggering expense of the first

Army-Navy-NACA plan was being
caretully pared down. The paring
process is now almost finished. Will
the Administration seck and the
Congress provide the necessary
ftunds to get on with the job? Or
are we to let our natlonal defense
become wholly antiquated, in order

to continue our nice game of “let's
pretend It's 19207" .
MONETARY CRISIS

Again, previous reports In this

space hive pointed out the mathe-
matical certainty of a world-wide
monetary crisy of the utmost se-
verity within  the next Lwelve
months, If no counter-measures are
waken.
the crisis will render valueless aly
most_everything that this country
has done and is doing to promote
stability abroad, including the
Greek-Turkish ald program. The
administration hopes put off
large scale action until next session..

en, as is now {rankly admitted,
a program involving appropriations
of several billions and an auth-
erization perhaps as high as $20
billlons -m inevitably have to be
presen

Munwmle. the cupboard of the
Export-Import Bank is almost bare.
There s no adequate emergency
fund anywhere for meeting critical
demands during the long Interval
between sessions. The White House
has been asking Congressional lead-
ers of both parties whether some
such emergency fund cannot be
provided—as |t certainly ought to
be. Possibly Senator Arthur H, Van-
denberg’s statement that mo more
money would be requested for over-
seas ald now was a public answer
to these administration inquirles.
UNPLEASING CHOICE

It is difficult to believe, however,
that the Senator can really wish
to take (nis risk. For laking it will
probably merely result In a ¢
for a spectal session this Fall
the monetary crisis Is due to be-
come_acuie, And this is by no
h ere are also locally
Critical situations such as those In
Italy and Korea. These 100 demand
heavy expenditures—$500 millions
are required for Korea alone. And
here agan, the cholce is unpleasing.
We can lay the money on the line
or we can let the world go to hell in

& hack, earrying the United smu
Hlong with it. for the curious p
pose of pleasing chrwnunv
John Taber.

Merry-GmRound .

WASHINGTON
YW/ITH housing the No. 1 need of the nation. the real-

—mm-wlldlm-mﬂm lobbles ¢ontinue to be more
active than ever to bl y kind of vu'hll'; housing. Here

u-umpxurmvmem: stage boys operate.
Last November, the Republicans elmd a new Conj
man from San Diego, rleuh-r.fhohum

mn Assoctation.
rion Bodfish, ace-

clal construction at & time when controls W channel scarce
Nousing are desperately needed.

“Most of the ‘controls on houstng were removed last
year," he added. “We were re prombed that private enterprise
could do the job. Instead we fipd housing starls reaching
new lows.

°I remiember, too, that just & year ago, when I appeared
belorz- this committee. in ‘support 0f OPA, members of the

ommittee were confident that private enterprise could
Sring dowri the cost of living If price controls were Temoved—
and ml what's happened sis

t is the rankest sort of pmp-pnm to say that private
!numﬁn has been given a succeed,” m,med
Fle

Patersan then tnvited the San Diego baker- Congress-

man fo visl some of the slums near the Capitol

. Let m:

Cptial HILL They were bullt iwn' before th
sort of Government control.

“As veterans, we favor the p’m publicly awned

who cannos tford Gecent, sanitary and

lece !

“We
sentleman from San

Western Demoerats Tell Truman
Rmm'r TRUMAN heard some frank
domestic and foreign policies during the latest "thought
clinic” held at the White House with Democratic Party
from Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming.
Bluntest of the group was Mrs. James H. Wolfe, National
committees the President that
many voters were agathst. the Trumian Doctrine, and that
some people were worried because military men Are getting

talk about hiy

‘high posts In Government. - .

Congressman And Vet Clash On Housing

In general, w"!em Dzmﬂtﬂlll: leaders gave their bless-
ing to the Doet but emphasized that one of
the most :m:cuva ways of nghum Communism was by &
liberal democracy at home.

“We've got 1o lead the world In this” poke up Colorada
state chalrman Eugene Cervl. “]f we have & dynamic and
liberal democracy here at home. that s the best possible

* antldcte to the spread of Communism. Mr. President. Our

own economy must be a blazing beacon If you expect, to make
the principles you have s living thing o other
nations.”

Witch-Hunt For Liberals
O’n{ &r'l LnQ Mrs. Wolle of Utah expressed concern
pect of a witch-hunt which ‘would dis-
com-ge Hbem!s 1mm serving in the Government.
“We are not guing o have & witeh-hunt” replled the .,
President. “The liberals won't get hurt so lonj
around. Remember that Communists are not nherlh Thl)‘
are very conservative people Serving conservative masters.”
This caused New Mexico's ex-Governor Jack Dempsey to
remark:.
“Do you remember how the Republicans called us Com-
muntsts when we Introduced old-age pensions and social
nce

*T sure do," replied the President. “And when
werent calling us Communlsts, they were calling us erack-

“I sat on the Ways & Means Committee when the Social
Security Bill came up,” continued Dempsey, “and watched
every one of the fourteen Republicans on |hA ttee
vote l"linll !h! hlll ‘But now ﬂ::‘u IL"

Tor Bis 1 lmpollqml oy 2
'H! [ore!
“Lost year,” hnnld.'-uu :ul:n ihnu:hlyvu'u! dnltk[
t someone else's program. Now

» good
Ihzy hrwu you're nrr:ln. out pmr own pw(mn. unrre
Pleased.”

the deteriorative effects of .

.
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