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Iw Colomes Win A

m.mlnd.d Southerners the
of the gavel as the Supreme
ts stand

Tike the echoes of the guns at Fort
For In modern times the South has
realize that its status in the Re-
colonial, and that this business of
qualntly rigged and complex freight
rate structure was milking it dry. It real-
“fzed, too, that it was part of the reglonal
. struggle which had its roots deep in his-
i fory, going far back into ante-bellum days.
| For many years the North and East have
| "owned America, and some of the means by
| which they held control were devious in-
| deed.

! The most ingenfous of the loaded dfte
| used were the freight rates, s hodge-podge
\ of figures on charts unintelligible to lay-
‘men. By and large, the freight rates ob-
 tained by Eastern manufacturers, and vig-
orously supportéd by almost all railroads,
meant that raw materlals produced in the
Bouth could be shipped cheaply to the
North—and that finished products made
*in the North could be shipped cheaply to
the South. But finished preducts from the
Bouth could be shipped only at a much
" higher rate.

For almost a generation enlightened
Boutherners have seen what was happen-
| Ing, and men like Charlotte’s W. 8. Crelgh-
ton have given long years to the flght
__which came to a climax in Washington
Monday. Georgl Ellis Arnall, riding be-
latedly but more spectacularly to the at-
tack, seems to have won the day. though
his own freight rate case is yet to be heard:
throughout he acted as a sort of amicus
ouriae to the South at large.

This week's answer from the Supreme
-Caurt deserves more than a casual murmur
of acceptance from Southerners. In Its way

Round

this declsion, Lhuu;h experts will point out
that it is incomplete, may be a triumph al-
most as far-reaching as one the region
once sought in an abortive war for power.

‘The victory means, obviously, that man-
ufacturers of finished products in many
lines may now move South and compete

—with manufacturers anywhere in the coun-
try. Thousands of firms niow here may en-
tertaln vislons of greater profits, and thus
bigger payrolls, by completing operations
they now carry on In partially-processed
raw materials. If the South’s business lead-
ers move forward to accept these new op-
portunitles, the dividends will flow to vir-
tunlly every citizen gt the reglon.

This decision digs deeper than the alle-
vlation of the South's economic suffering.
1In Its decision, as quoted on the news wires,
the Court dedlt rather casually with law
and precedent. and fixed Its eye upon the
causes behind the Industrially laggard
South and West. It was almost as If the
Fast were handed a cease and desist order.
The Court established a momentous prec-
edent here. In speaking out for the prin-
ciple of equality of opportunity among
American regions. It spoke against colon-
tailsm.

Southern Industrial futures become much
brighter with the decision, and it couldn't
have come at a better time, but the shout-
Ing Isn't over vet. The manufacturing East
will not give up the fight. The defeated
drew some solace from the dissenting opin-
fons of Justices Jackson and Frankfurter,
who declared that the East was being dis-
criminated against and unfairly handicap-
ped in order that a slow horse might be put
back into the race. Despite this,

‘Are You Kidding?’

People’s Platform

of Bouthern leaders could crow in triumph,
without sympathy for Northern protests of
discrimination. They themselves have worn
the same boot too long, and they're glad
enough to be rid of It.

A New Army Of Censors

Il" it 1s proper for a Roman Cathollc to
march with his fellows In protest
against the immorality of Hollywood, then
certalnly a Southern Baptist may follow
sult. If the Leglon of Decency can make
unlovely noises at each appearance of a

““hackneyed passion-throbbing screen
drama, and whisper a grim warning to its
members when every new Forever Amber
appears, the Baptist brethren are entitled
to go and do likewise.

And yet, as vigorously as we support De-
cency on one and all occasions, we are not
elated by the news that the Southern Bap-
tist Convention plans to boycott movies
which do not meet “standards”. The Bap-
tists noted that Hollywood was glamorizing
“loose morals by “exploiting for its own pro-
1its baser tendencles of human natire”

They hit the nall almost directly on the

head. Hollywood Is gulity, not only of that
gln, but of numerous others which are (ar-

tistically speaking, at any rate) equally
heinous,

But mich as we'd applaud the ralsing of*

cinema standards by, whatever methods,
we fear that nelther Baptists nor Catholles
nor any combination of church groups will
be able to raise an effective boycott. We
have no doubt that their “standards” will
surpass those the movie industry smilingly
° “Imposes” upon itself, and gives the world
the hilarlous pleture of the Hays and
Johnston censors fussily tinkering & tth
Lana Turner's neckline—only to permit

Dbevies of leading ladies to wriggle their love-
ly ways through endless sticky legends of
adultery and the llke. But we suspect that
all who tilt with the Hollywood they con-
sider a detrimental force In American life
will learn much and suffer much before
they are done.

Perhaps they do not understand that
Hollywcmd does not really have to glamorize
=~Joose morals, to.pander to our baser na-
tures.. Loose morals have always been gla-
morous, ‘hdven't théy? Perhaps they have”
read no significance into the immortal fact
that & book banned in Boston s doomed to
become a best-seller: that the simple sign
“For Men Only” or “For Adults Only” packs
movie houses. Perhaps they haven't had
»Hme to realize that the moral prohtbitions
serve -chlefly to whet the appetite of the
salacious public, and that such baycotts as
they plan are almost Invariably terrific
box-office.

Despite our dim view of the effectiveness
of the usual technique of the prohibition-
Ists and censors, we wish the newly-alert
Baptiats well, and the ploneer Legion of
Decency. They carry our sympathy and un-
derstanding Into the unequal battle—but
not our hopes. We can tell them at the out-
set that it Is precisely at his most Ignoble
moments that man—or woman—is mast

. charming. And we're sure that the merest
suggestion of naughtiness on the marquee
will forever fetch the mob, and break the
sternest of boycotts, however firm its foun-
dation.

South Carolina’s Example

OUTH CAROLINA, moving forward in
good order with Its mass lynching
trial at Greenvllle, glves hopeful signs that
the South has come of age. In this unpre-
cedented attempt to uphold the sanctity of
law and order, the State, officially at least,
strives to put the law above the friction of
race relations which have so plagued us in
the past. At Greenville, South Carolina is
ﬂemansu_?unx courage and ‘wisdom.

It would be unfortunate If Southerners
pinned their hopes upon a conviction of
these alleged lynchers. At the moment
there 15 no doubt that SBouth Carolina is
doing its duty with a calm vigor that might

* be expectrd In Michigan, say. or_ in -Penn-

sylvania. It dug through some ticklish and

unpleasant police work and adamantly
followed through the legal maze until the
trial opened. It has already shown good
falth, and that means accomplishment re-
gardless of the verdict-of the court. It Is
still rare in the Soith for a lynching to

bave any such aftermath;. South Carolina

“ Another Voice

AROLD E. STASSEN (on whom be
peace!)
. Back from Europe speaks his piece.
_ He's secn Joe Stalin and him interviewed—
As well as one with no Russlan could—
Anﬂ he finds that Stalin, except for his
drinking,

B ﬁnullz‘mmﬁnnbuurw-yoﬂhlnk

T

uoﬂn-roa-,.m to our notlon
38 s leading firat cause of stomach érosion).

r doesn't make sense in Stalin's opinion
nary s netion needs world dominion,
Uﬂl,lm.hhuwﬂlhlhu,

has already outdone most of her sisters.

Any guessing game with the courts is &
dangerous business, particularly from a
distance. But Just now the chances of con-
victing these taxl drivers charged with
lynching the Negro Willle Earle (himself
charged with the murder of a ‘tax| driver)
seem sinf indeed. The community has
shown some sympathy for the drivers by
contributing ‘to a defense fund. Eight of
the first nine men of the jury were textile
. workers from_the town and {ts environs.
Trndlllonnuy the community seems more
likely to reflect upon the crime of the dead
Negro than that of the allegedly vengeful
white men. But conviction or acquittal, in
this instance, s not of paramount |mpcrb
ance.

Bouth Carolina has already proved her
good Intentions, and hak sfgressively sup-
ported -the principle of equality before the
law, even In the face of an unlovely tradi-
tion. Whatever the verdict she -wins. she
deserves nlhonll applause.

Piping For Peacc

% But has no desire just now to fight us.
80 Stassen sees peace, though perhaps not
unity,

It Russians and Americans grasp their op-
portunity.

We don't know how Stalin felt about Stas-
aen,
But the thought has just occurred to us in
passin®

That atter a quart of vodka as solace
‘He'd have swapped him Gromyko for Menry
‘Wallace,

.- =0. J. Cotfin, n Greansdoro Datly News

Liquor Presents A

MONROE
Editors. Tur' News:
[DOES taor pay? Judges, prison-keepers, sheriths.
and others have given thelr united testimony
that from four-fifths ta nine-tenths of all crimes
zemmitted In the United States are caused by
drunkenness The FBI director. J. Edgar Hoover.
sated hat our wnnual crime bl
be over §15.000,000000. Therefore, the
annual cost aof rﬂmr\ from drunkenness s
Mifths of this amount. or $3,500.000.000 colircted in
1046 from liquor. Does lquor pay ita erime debt?
1045, a surveyv estimated that 43000000 peo-
ple in our country were drinkers of lquor. and pos-
sibly (Htrf were nearlv 2400000 drunkards. of which
number’ 800000 were chronfe alcoholics. Did lauor
pay these drinkers?
In 1048 Pederal Government teports

show that

Americans consumed 231000000 wallons of whisky
and other distilled spirits, 140000000 gallons of
wine, and 7 00 barrels of beer

less than in 1945 due to grhin shortage  Th
sering cost of this liguor was $8.700000.000' Wt
ihese citizens have in return for thelr mone,
Thelr familics, physicians, welfare ager
duns, penal ifalitutlons, and Insane arhans. Ky
the answer. More public debt!
0 1047, there.ate 10000 Members of that sonder-
ful organization, alcoholics anonymeus, who have
sanded themselves together to renounce alcohol for-
sver 10 be redeemed from the disease of alcohe
But what of the rest of the 800.000 chronic alcohalics
of 1045, probably increased In 19487  Are they
doomed 1o diseased lives of torment for themselves
and thelr familles? Can they say that liquor pas?
what of the liquor Industry? Can they suy
that liquor pays? Can they count en permanent, fab-
ulous profits for rich living at the cxpense of the
people? The national secretary of the Nat
Tavern Assoclation. now serving his third term
3130 his seventh term as president of Massachisetts
retatlers, said in a speech before the Marviand Liquor
Dealers Assoclation, that he predicted that natsonal
prohibltion would return in 4 to 6 years This au-
thority fn the liquor industry. a student of the liquor
question, “before, during. and after prohibition ”
told his audience of retallers. lignor dealers that he
had traveled 34000 miles since the middle of Jan-
uary and that his investigation of the liquor in-
fustry had revealed some Startlng and slmost un-
selievable conditions. Hence his prediction of prohi-
bitlon!
Will the people rise up In condemnation e: mz
Itquor industry for its” waste of natic
health and happiness?  OF will they votr 1o tnreni
the lquor business?

!hr) neighbor as thyself*. Christ com-
nded I people vote for liquor which destroys
lbﬂr h!l[hbﬂxl7
—INEZ FLOW,
tle-Tale Gray
POPE FIELD

Editors, Tur Naws:
I/ LIKE many other people dredge up a Jefkerson

now and then to buy Trr Nrws. And, like a
person that pava for a movie ticket, T believe the
brice of admission entities me to “harpoon the
s

I enjoy a gag as well as the next—ihe first
nundred times T hear It°. After that even the good
ones you hear about mnlhzr-ln Inu Irishmen, brass,
and brides can cease to be

Drew Pearson’s

Bill

Thenk the Lard the clownd that clutter up the
not cut off) change
oteh 10t the soda.
vral others. when T

s from the tone of the Stuff run n the
* that

1
peaple who 1k

Ps o0 wniy el o sicorial w1
nld maids bate to be reminded of it
man started running in

d that loved
and wagnn vard, enly
rringe and girdle trade The
irlls bonze ns long as someone
ear is that the pure in hearts
v weel taoth and cause

hix clder

Drunks Flaim grape is grape i any bottle. Some
even ko s far to sav they preier “wagon yard

to v AS (hev cun get A better
\h‘-r . Ape” requires A {ransfu-

Kick

tho Gitniale. i
S0 when the
of who T
ve this ble:
ke o mother-in-ine. with
bagzize to sper
Mr editor haw about. as T say. hanging a new
¢ line and changing the shests?
ponsotn and 1s showing tattle tale

« couple truck loads of
4 a wrek-end

—MH. D. MICHAEL.

OTE' We hane evervthing that turns up
ut between now and June 14 we

‘ hance of a change in the

# theret
en —Eds. T Nrws

Sehool Election
clrarcoTTE

Fditors, Tue Nrws

ed b the last meeting, the
Commissfoners directed that an

crensing the school tax supplement be sent to

You gave the nui:n: A clear presenta
needs of the nd then gave the school sup-
sement strang mm\wmrm in vour editorials. For
all of this the Board extends to you and your staff
unerre

oard s grntetul for
porting af Mt DIk Voun
Tifective service i Benalr

—n. P.

very

the eplendid
who rendered very
f 1he sehools,

ARDIN

Secretary.
Board of School Commissioners,
Charlotte, N.

The People's Platform is available to any
reader who cares fo mount i, Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewritten if
possible, and on only one :m nl the paper.
Libel will be

anything goes Fach ll'lfu' l'nusr be signed. al-
though. in erceptional cases and upon request,
1;'!' 1&1" withhold the writer's name.—Editors,
ne News,

Marquis Childs -

World Chess Game

WASHINGTON
SUSPICION will not down
nat the seasion of the United
Assemnbly called to con-
alnu the problem of Palestine is
merely  anotber delaying move in
the chess game of power politice.
Thus far there is little indication
of any desire to break through the
pattern of calculated frustration
and defeat,
The longer we accept um pit-
become

thrust. who
have struggled long in the
agmire of indifference are lost

The process of & U. N. Inquiry
15 time-consuming. But i we were

sure that a settlement would be
made

inquiry,
afford to wait.

Intimations have

of the Anglo-American Commis-
#lon which spent so much time and
etfort on a get of recomniendations.
WATCHEUL WarTIN,

As A we can hardly be
proud of ne, atilwde.taten by the
American delegation at Lake Suce
cess, It s an attitude of watchlful
walting: on the whole, A negative
Suitade, o ek e 10 be left

an United Nations, it will be
“argued, s uot rquipped to accept
a mandate over such s troubled
area as Palestine. This argument
Nas A superficial validity, Organ-
ization of the kind of force that
would make the authority of the
U N. effective haa been painfully
&lon. The commission to create an
international police force has en-
gaged in an interminable wrangle.

Supposing the U. N. were 1o take
overgthe Palestine mandate. Sup-
posthg the U N. were to carry out
a recommendation to admit 100,000
homeleas Jews  Surely It should
be posalble to do this in an orderly
way with the backing of the majar
powers In the United Nations. The

Samuel Grafton

Stopping

NEW YORK

R several months now i has
been a standard luncheon club
routine for the speaker of ihe aft-
emoon a get yp fight after the
rman has congratulated  the
ihday bovs and to  give the
menibgrs (wehty minutes on why
theréls not going to be & recession.

The members appland the speak-
er very vigorously, because this is
what they want 1o believe, and they
l6ok at each other sharply on the
way oul to see \f there has crept
Into thelr circle some rat who
thinks maybe times are going to be
a little tough, and who doubta in
his heart that Rutgers can do It
this season. Then «f the business
indices are any sign) the boys g6
back to their stores and officés and
thoughtfully cancel & few orders.
DENTIST'S PROMISE

The trouble with lighting a re-
cession this way is that few indi-
vidual business men can afford to
buck an economic trend, even If
the trend s wrong, and silly. Real-
1zing this, some of the speakers of
the day have lately changed over
to a style of talk where they admit
there 1s going to be &
but aay it wil be  tecny one, and
will be over early mext year,
in the dentist’s promise: It's mnl
to hurt, but not for long.

You ean find any number of peo-
ple now who will tell you that the
eecegtlon will start in the middle
of June, or July, or August, and
will end in exacty three, or four,
or five months

But this type of talk alwo falls
to ginger up the iddividual busincas
man Backusc, most cases, he

all or medium sized fellow “ho
mnnm afford to sput trends on his
awn. and has to wait and see. He
reacts to oratorical promises
business will be good the way he
reacts, in the main, to President
Truman’s plea that he cut prices:
he_freezes. walts, and holds off.

For these reasons, moral sussion
te a bust: ft calls for individual
action agalnst a group trend, and
there is nothing Scarcer you can
eall for in any clvilization. There
are even businesses which are still

United States. as one of the m
ber powers, would have a ﬂ!l‘lnl(f
Tesponsibiliy fo see that this was
done.

We have, of course, a_more
mediate responsibitity. That i 10
make possible the admisinn ¢ of dis-
pliced persons who want to_come
to this country. William a sirat
ton, Republican Congressman-at=
large from Illin
would admit 100000 dirplaced per-
sons a_year for four vei This
would be rmrr.enr)‘ legisiation and
would thercfore not ehange In Any

ay the extsting immlgration laws,
An effort In no belng made 1o
mobilize puhllc oplnlog behind the
Stemtton bill.
CONVENIENT WEAPON

Each time sthe Palestine lssue
comes up, the bogey of Soviet in-
tervention in the Middle East is
raised. It s & convenlenl weapon

for the Arab politiclans who are
fighting 1o kecp the Jews out of
Palestine.
But as has been pointed out over
these pallticians
to terms with
id be too fearful
ot th-lr iph St privileges and pre-
rogatives would therchy be destroy-
ed. The litle group of wealthy
shelis and princes would be swept
out under Communism
As Lragle as the Palestinian prob-
fem is in all ity phases, there s an
ever larger consideratioh before the
delegates at Lake Success 1f this
to bo merely a puppet show,
with the strings carefully
ulated from behind the scencs 1o
bring the result desired by those
with special interests. then the U,
N. itself will be endangered It
will be endangered bythe cyniclsm.
the distrust, the suspiclon which
such maneuvering nvarlably breeds.
the cloud of doubt is
y. The nations qytside the
prize-ring in which the big pow=
ers maneuver are troubled and un=
easy The Canadian Department of
External Affairs has “prepared sn
eacellent, repart on the U
sto Jast Winter. I containg
U\In slgnificant statement:
PERMANENT PARTNERSHIP
r people of Canada looked
upon the U. N not as & temporary
expedient, but as a permanent parts
nership—a partnership among the
peoples of the world for their
common peace and common wells
being.”

Recession

ralsing their prices now, anfl others,

like T ds, which want to
them. they know It's % In
theory, they know 1t might hurt

them, but they feel they ean't help
themaelves
SOMETHING STRONGER

If moral suasion ls a bust we
need something stronger. It might
be good If we werr to start our fe=
cesslon thinking all over agatn, this
tme with the consumer. This fel-
Jow has really been dying for dear
old Rutgers.

It's a_funny mmg hnL Ihe con=
sumer has been ble
Tedture & the wible pIrLurr Ho
has been spending, in total, about
as mueh &s a year ugo, namely, all
he has, Depariment store sales, in
dollars, are where they were last
year, or better, But the consumer
Das not been getting as much for
his money. When he
cents a pound for tomators. as he
did recently In New York City. he
16, with the best will in.the world,
out about 30 cents he once would
have been uble to" spend on same-
thing else

1t 1s here, I think, that Congres
misses a bel. When lomatoes rea
65 cents, 1t should be possible o
organize a swift punlic hearing, to
find out who ls getting it, and why.
If, without repression, and even
with controls, we simply used
the good American device of legls-
lative Invesugation, and reviewed

the exorbltant price rises
ing. we might very well force pricea
down, And every dime pinched off
& going price would give a cus-
tomer 10 cents with which to buy
something else. To single out even
one commodity for this treatment
would do more good than a year
of generalizations, and “have you
had your hrmm yet?" might be-
come a busine: tehword  and
Gae that coula head off recession.
REMEMBERS WHEN
But of course I may be old-fash=
laned' I can remember way back
used 10 be re-
m-m w] fondly as the tribune of
e

Merry-Go-Round *

WASHINGTON
m um columnist was young and new at the game,
s rankled to have to admit making mistakes.

With the seasoning of the years, however, he -has found
that it pays to admii them, After all, human beings can
be wrong.

.Just two years ago this month T lold the story of how
Harry Truman had fired Prancis Biddle as altorney. gen-
2ral because ©f his deep-dyed loyalty to-Kansas. City's Boss
Pendergast afid “his resentment agalust Biddle for having
opposed appojntment of seversl Pendergast {riends. “Among
other things. BIddfe had refused s parcle to Boss Pender-
gast, also had insisted on the reappolntment of Maurice
Milligan—the U. 8. District Attorney who sent Pegder-
gust to jail Also Biddle had held out against appeinting
Fred Canfleld, Truman's old sergeant in Werld War I, as
U. 8. Marshal in Kansas City.

Whereupon Truman, newly become President of the
United States, fired Biddle without even the courtesy of
talking to him personally. -The story made Truman appear
to be a very vengeful man.

While it is true that Truman stil has a deep Joyalty
to his Pendergast friends and also that he fired Biddle,
['am now convinced that 1t s not frue, as previouslyy re-
ported, that the President nurses such deep grudges against
nmu »mn opposed his old Missour| cohorts

 rate, some Inside things have happened recently
vhlrh shnw that he is doing -v-vyxmnn- possible to undo
any wrong he may have done to Biddle.

Truman Supports Biddle
AST January, Mr. Truman sent to the Senate the name
of Prancis Biddle to be U. 8. representative on the
United Nations Social and Economic Council. And in the
Senate Biddle's name has lain ever aince—thanks to sfn-
Ator Arthur Vandenberg. Three montlls have passed and

the Senator from Michigan has not reported Biddle's name
out of eommirte

Many Presidents of the United States, discouraged at
the oppositlon of so powerful a Senator, especlally one
who pas co-operated on othér forelgn policy matters, would
have withdrawn Biddle's name. In fact. Truman has been
urged to do-so. Under Secretary of Stale Dean ‘Acheson,
who belongs to the Fellx Prankfurter school (n vigorous
oppositlon to Biddle), has advised Biddle's withdrawal.
Achesom has even wanted to appoint Gearge Harrison (n his
place, and has suggested thai Biddle undertake the codi-
tyifg of Unlled Nations Inws maun

Senator Vandenberg has
he will block Biddle's -ppomunem fnnennmly

Truman, however, has not been cowed, The answer
of the man who once fired Blddle, presumably because of
pique regarding Pendergast, was a letter to Vandenberg stat-
ing that he had absolutely no_Intentfon of withdrawing

Biddle’s name.
Yo is now reported that Truman might be wiling to
send Biddle as Aipbassador to Prance— Bidd
willing to make the switch. Eul- 1t Biddle tnnh to len
the fight for the United Nll-lonl mil. Ihs President has
made 1t clear he will back hirh to

Tt seems only fair to report these mu about Harry
Truman, which I hereby do.

North Daketa’s Cold Shoulder

SIONIFICANT drama place behind Lhe white

doors of the President’s privata office the other day.
It featured the story of & big-little nuh—Nunh Dakota—
battling for its contended judicial

Senstors Wiliam Langer, Milton vounl and Represen-
tative Charlés Robertson of North ota—a big state with
& seanty population—called on President Truman to protest
the cold-shouldering of thelr state in the appointment nf »
Missourian, Federal District Judge John Collett, o
Eighth Circult Court of Appeals.

: Truman Rights Wrong To Francis Biddle

“We dont have angthing personal againut John Cellelt,
Mr. President.” argued Langer, "but
from Narth Dakota should have Secaived that ADpoImImOn:.
North Dakots has been a state for 57 years and in all hat
time It never has had & man on the elghth circult bench ™

. Langer added that In the same period every other

state in'the elghth circuit area liad been represented on the
court. Missourl, the President’s own state. has had five
appolntments, Langler sald, Minnesota and lows, thres each,
and Bouth Dakota, two. Nebraska ™ represerite:
and s had Arkansas, to the best of his knowledge, he sald,

*Well, Il admit you've got & good case” replied Tru-
man. “T've been Congress ‘mysell and I know how you
feel n:oql. this matter, But 1 Just had to go through
the intment of Collett. He's an " éxcellent

¥ r

He stressed the “vast amount of work (legal cases) eoming
from Missouri” to 4he eighth eircult court s an added fac-
tor In Colletts favor.

Then he added to his callers:

I 'dld what T thought was Tight and I hope, as a
personal favor to me, that you won't make an lssue of
this”

n the President asks a personal favor of members

of Gongress, even thiee Republicatis sich us Langer, Young
taol

and Robertson, he not often turned down. So the
North Dakota trio promised not to press Protest
publicly.

They left the White ku with an intimation that
Truman would Dakota's el-!m to future
eourt

City. Since man’
ymnn—mm ‘Thus they got



