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the Department of the Interior is an
 impressive object, one carefully calculated
by the Republican leadership, you may be
gure. It is deflated more than somewhat,
" however, when the reader comes to real-
1" fae that'the total recommendation for the
| ent was only about one per cent
i* of the President’s budget even before the
GOP meat-axe chopped it in half.

The slash In Interior Department ap-
propristions means that the Republicans
have moved exactly $138881,907 closer to
reducing the Federal budget by $§ billlon.
To obtaln the other 98 per cent of thelr
. announced goal — and they must attaln
1t if they are to keep the budget Tn bal-
ance and fulfill the promises of tax re-
duction they have made — the Repub-
lieans will-have to stalk far bigger game
than ‘Interlor.

You might. think, recalling the stormy
days when the Department was headed by
Harold Icked, that Interior is one of those
agencles vastly expanded by the concen-
tration of Federal power under Mr. Roose-
velt. Actually the Department was awol-
len little by either the New Deal or the
war. It remains one of the smallest units
of the Administration, its present 48,193
employees representing an increase of less
than 3,000 over 1038,

Small or large, however, it 18 obvious
that you can't hit any Federal department.
squarely in the middle with a'meat axe
without guaranteeing a drastic curtail-
‘ment of operations. Not even the most
violent eritic of the bureaucrats would
fnsist that the Department of the Interior
1is 48 per cent overstaffed. Becretary Krug
was perhaps gullty of overstatement when
he charged that the proposed slash would
“bankrupt the nation's natural resources”™
but when all due allowance is made for
his special interest in maintaining his ap-

propriation there s a good deal of truth
his ery of agony.

‘The primary function of the Depart-
ment of the Interlor is to develop and
conserve the natural rescurces of the
United States and Its possessions. It re-
claims and frrigates arld land, develops
and muarkets hydroelectrie power, main-
talis a continuing geologleal survey, op-
erates the national parks, conducts re-
search into mining methods and enforces
safety standards, protects [ish and wild-
1ife, supervises public lands, and has gen-
eral jurisdiction over all territories. None
of these activitles—with the possible ex-
ception of Federal power development —
could possibly be identified exclusively with
the New Deal. All these are traditional

" functions of the Federal Government and
few would Inzlst that any private agency
could or should undertake them.

One of the arguments advanced by the
axemen is that Interlor’s construction
program is not Justified In this period of
material shortages. But If all prospective
Departmental construction Is halted the
reduction would still cut deep Into essen-
tial administrative expenses. And this
would probably mean an actual deteriora-
tlon of projects now In operatlon — from
the nattonal shrine at Abraham Lincoln’s
birthplace to the Hoover Dam.

All of this lends support to Secretary
Krug's charge of false economy. The ne-
cessity to pare appropriations is very real
— but paring cannot be done with & blunt,
‘broad blade. The GOP-sponsored swing at
Interior was obviously accompanied by no
real study or forethought. The Depart-
ment was simply a convenient target,
small as 1t is, and one that would prob-
ably produce the fewest political reper-
cussions.

The susplclon grows that the Repub-
licans are paying & good deal more atten-
tion to 1948 than they are to their work.
Divided attention has been known to have
dire consequences for men handling meat
axes.

A Symbol Of PublicIngratitude

is not surprising that James Francls

Byrnes has declded to return to the
practice of law, accepting membership in &
Washington firm. The fact is that Mr.
Byrnes needs work.

He will, of course, do & good job—as he
has at all the various tasks to which he
has turned his hand in his 68 years. It may
be that he will enjoy his new

fellow-South Carolinians have—that there
should be a public subscription to guaran-
tee Mr. Byrnes a modest pension for the
rest of his years. We doubt if Mr. Byrnes
would accept any such mrrangement. But
we do suggest that, as he has symbolized so
many other things, Mr. Byrnes has now
come toward the end of his life to sym-
bolize the e customar-

which will be of & highly specialized nature
involving nothing more strenuous than oc-
casional argument before the Supreme
Court. But it seems to us that Mr. Byrnes
has earned full retirement—a few years of
relaxation at the shore or in the mountains
of his native South Carolina, a quiet time
of remembering the history he has lived
through, and ot transeribing it in memolrs.

The fact 4s that Mr. Byrnes would be able
to retire now if he had chosen any other
profession than the one he did follow—
public service. As a doctor, a business man,
or even as & practicing lawyer, his ability
(some call it genius) would have earned
him a fortune. But none of the offl
marked his long career — Representative,
Benator, Supreme Court Justice, Director
of War Mobilizatlon, Becretary of State—
afforded an income beyond his immediate
needs, niodest as they were.

We are not suggesting—as some of his

Fred Allen And The

RGUING with a radio network vice-

president, 1t appears, 1s llke arguing
‘with a newspaper editor. The newspaper al-
‘ways comes out another day and therefore
the edltor always has the last word. The
radlo executive has an even more effective
argument: he can throw a switch and take
his critic off the dir.

That seems to be the explanation of that
25-second blank spot in the Fred Allen
brosdcast Sunday night. Officlally NBC
says Mr. Allen was punished for refusing to
obey a studio order to alter his script. Mr.
Allcn nyl what he refused to alter was
age mildly lampooning NBC's
vtu vmldenu Few listeners, we suspect,
will argue with Mr. Allens glum verdict

ily display toward their public servants. It
15 this that poses one of the gravest prob-
lems in government at every level

The solution 1s not to provide pensions or
old statesmen’s homes. The solution is to
guarantee decent salarles for all public of-
fices—salaries In keeping with the respon-
sibility the office entalls. If that had been
done In the time of James Francis Byrnes
he would not now face the financlal diffi-
culties that Involve a cholce between ac-
cepting something very llke charity from
his friends and admirers or taking up again
the long-interrupted practice of law.

There 1s Inspiration in the story of the

r boy from Charleston whose courage,
native abllity and charm took him to the
political helghts. But there would be far
more Inspiration for all the potential Jim-
my Byrneses {n Amerlca If the glory he
earned had carried with it & proportionate
financlal reward.

Vice-Presidents

drawn from NBC's disciplinary action is
that 1t's all right for Fred Allen to kid the
pants off Southerners, Jews, Irishmen, and
farmers — as he does each Bunday night
on his hilarious tour of Allen’s Alley — 30
long as he grants a special immunity to
radio network of ficlals.

Nothing more drastie than a reprimand-
ing 28 seconds ofsilence is likely to happen
to Mr. Allen, suppose, since he is equip-
ped with the {nvulnerable armor of one of
the highest Hooper ratings known to ra-
dio. But 1t is rather strange that the pro-
tective charts which demonstrate the size
and loyalty of Mr. Allen’s audience do not
also suggest to his bosses the futility of
thelr course.

‘I'm

Ele’.; Platform

itting On Top Of The World’

Air Traveler’s Lament

CHARLOTTE
Editors: Tue New:
ERE we some tacis sbout air travel and a few
oplnions to go With them

An conductor of the Knoxville Symphony Orchess
tra during this 1946-47 season, while lving in Char-
lotte, commuting 240 miles across the North Carn
lina-Tennessce mountains has been a probiem ol no
small dimension  And, whether or not 1 shall alkn
up for another year in Knoxville will partly depeni
on the sort of hope that can be placed In the CAB
making an adjustment of the recent declsion so that
PCA planes can land here en route to Knoxvilie

True my modes of travel need be nf no outw
concern to others, but my Actvities—like many ot
In public life—have some degree of influence on the
destines and thoughts of many people  And the
25 days out of seven months taken out of my time
and thought on duty by lack of upsto-date mades
of transportation, seems o be a waste that cannot
be replaced.

Prom Charlotte to Ashevills to Knoxville n
stralght line ¢an be drawn, and this nAturally suggests
that the best way to iravel between here and Knox-
ville would be by piane. That would not disturb the
Asheville franchise, though the 2000-foot celling fe-
qutred there does not permit landing hall the tme.

Kno Knoxville and Charlotte to be tw
portant clties in American Iife. it is easy 10 Setieve

-in-the-manger” greed, lgnorance or other
tactics have been played Y.c prevent these two
Citles. from  being connee modern com-
mon-carrier, And I can see nn lnwlu.enz reason
why specialized mlnunq should x months to
mature from ge of facts w o Tale dectaton.

Here ate some of e ichedules and modes of

travel I've expertenced this ear rxm this Char-
lotte-Knoxville commuting sttuatl

Leave Charlotte, Sﬂllheul Almm 1P M,
rive Asheville, 145 P M ; aheville, PCA'3 41

P M, arrive Knoxville, 4 3P M3 hours elapsed
tme)

Leave Charlotte, by bus, B arrive Ashe-
ville, 11:55 A. leave Amevuk w bus, 132:02

i arrive Knoxville, 440 P. M. (8 hours, 40
minutesy.

Leave Charlotte. by bus. 10 A M : srive Asheville
ER M e A-.ne e
Tive Knowille 438 B
Leave Charlotte hy bus, 645 A, M.
wille. 11 A M.: leave Asheville by PCA, 1227 P. M;
arrive Knoxvilie. 1:38 P. M. (7 hours, 6 minutes)
Leave Charlotte by bus, 6:30 A, M.; arrive Greens-
boro, 10 A ML Jeate Oreensboro POA11:30 A M. ar-
sive Knoxylle, 133 B. M. (1 hours, 20 minu
e Oruorabors oute I best Shem oater
in Ammn. 1s questionable for landing )
. for the return trip to Charlotle trom Knox=

il

Leave Knoxville by PCA 9 A. M

A, M: leave Asheville by bus
Tive Chartorte, 3.0 P M. (5 houre. 30 minutes

va Koaxville by bus, 8 &, M. arrive A Ashevilie

1P M leave Asheville by bus. 1 P. M. e Char-
lotte 4:38 P. M. (8 hours, 88 minutes).
bus, 8 A, M.0 arrive Ashieville

mm Mhrvllie

Leave Kno by
1P M.: leave Asheville by BEA. 145
Chatiotte, 3:00 P. AL 1§ hours, 30 )

u : mlve Chartotts, M. (2 hours, 38 minutes),

Drew Pearson’s «

*Connection dubious

So mueh for some of the schedules that I have
battied during this past Winter, Now for a mention
of Alr May

Tnis morning (April 16th) 1 received two letters
by s mal from Knoxvllie. dated April 14, 1
P M. ana one (rom Riverside, Calif, dated April 14 st

11 A M, & difference of only B hours. Last week
recetved wn air mail Jetter from Roanoke, Va. posted
naP It was delivered to me here on the same

duy at # P M. only four hours

Tomorrow [ am to go to Elizabeth Oity, N. € T
could leave here by Eastern Alr Lines at 6:17 A M,
arrive in Greensboro at 708 A M. walt for three
ity and caten a PCA plane at 11:08 for Ellzadeth

e catch a bus at 6:30 A. M., arrive tn
Greensboro at 10 A M. g0 1o the airpori and catch
that PCA plane at 1108 A M

On Saturdsy my return trip from Elizabeth City
to Knoxville will be made by PCA without change in
412 nours, (1216 P M 10 438 P. M) (Prom Char-
lotte to Knoxville requires from five lo nine hours;
and, too, with such awkward schedules and modes of
travel that préevent conmstructive thought en route
that could partly salvage the 25 days time in transit

large airlines
i T e Ahevine T eied or Eogh Tl
With & 2.000 foot celling required there, and lan

can be made only About half the scheduled time, it
nonetheless impresses the public by publishing & sched-
ule for “broad” public service, Bul, truthfully, that
1s & fallscy. Only last week our plane from Knox-
ville hovered over Asheville for 50 minutes swalting

would take only 112 hours trom Knoxvilla to Char-
lotte. Instead, aa it 13 now, a Charlotie passenger will

be taken to Greensboro to catch & bus, or & poorly
connected flight, to Chariotte. One tme I caught &
Delts pane in Knoxvile, We could not land in
Ashevllle, o wers taken to Spartanburg, 8. C. Prom
there, connections with Eastern Alr Lines being missed,
1 took & bus to Charlotte . . . 8 1/2 hours |

Regardless of racio sdvertisements given out by
the airlines, the representstion is contradicted by
iacis, Flying time between points is one thing: me
w0 ris and disjointed connections
axes anuner FLUB af time n-tras

the PCA plane flying practically over Char-
Totte several times dally, where is there logic and fair
commerce control when prohibition of its landing here
1n ordered. and public interest ignored?

This i not a gripe, but just a siatement of some
facts with & few opinions thrown in.

—LAMAR STRINGFIEL!

BB Ao I e it s 3170 Pour bus
trip must be tomorrow morning to Greens-
born 1o eateh & POA plane that could & few minutes
befors have spit on Charlotte suburbs.

The Feople’s Platform s available to any
reader who cares to mount l! Communications
should be ltll than 300 words. typesritten {f
{osm and on only one sidé of the Bapdr.
fbei and obscenity will be deleted—otherwts
anything goes. Each letter must be signed. u-

e.

though, tn exc cases and upon re
we will withk the writer's name.—~Editos

Marquis Childs

Stassen’s Travels

trol y. He interviewed
not Stalin alone but & aosen of the
top figures.

This Is u privlege that no Amerl.

can of stature has had in s long
time. On his ﬂlurn. Stassen shauld

we:
know sa litte. Any move such &s

this which contributes to mutual
Xknowledge 18 (nvaluable in a period
when 80 many clamorous volces ory
doom and

In England, the blg,
dered Minneiotan with the calm,
polsed ‘manner will conduct him:

Relf fust aa he did (n Russia,
15 to say, he will be out to learn
what he can about the condition of
Soclalist Britain. il talk to
men In government and men in
the street more or less a3 Wendell
Wde did on b fumow it
ter his defeat in 1940
o journey s 5 measure of Stas-
ng growth. It & a
part of his education for respon-
bty
While he was still in naval uni-

form,
can_delegation 1o
cisco Conference (hat created the
United Nations. There he won the
respect and admiration of all who
watched the struggles of the Amert-
can delegation

Our team at San Pranclsco did
not show up toa well Too often
i was the head of the Ruslan
delegation. Vyacheslay Molotov, who
ssemed (o speak for the forces of
progress. Stassen did much to raise
the ievel of the American per-

Joseph Alsop
Mlsery In

WASHINGTON

ITTERNESS and gloom are tak-
ing an astonishing hold upon
the small band of moderate and
progressive Republicans in Con-
gress. They are just as anxious to
win the 1948 electon as their
party’s more conservalve Congres-
sional majority. Six months ago
they shared the general Repube

y with both han
r!uunbu)\utbecm
r u bitter row, the

reclamation and fleod con-
Frol Projects. The purposs 18 econ-
omy. bt ereryne knews  ihat
he aboriginal wing of the public
uitties Industry has’ been work-
ing to Intensify this purpose,
W watked 1o atenaify ‘Repohlican
E Lilienthal.

chatrmsn of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, Bridges of New
Hampshire, has a long record of
heally w b DUbiic. power.
UP IN A

As s mulr,. the Republicans of
Oregon, Washington, California
and the other states of the West
and Northwest are

ts

and the Central Valley are vital to
thelr constituencies. And i

conservative Eastern and Midwest~
ern Republicans succeed in cutting
the gimard out of thess proj
they will simultaneously cut the

are even more In L Al

easy de te -
stvely. No doubt majority seni-
ment in the country is now anti-

labor. Yet the fact remains that

L5}

formance without at any time, re
sorting to spectacular of ahow-of]
LEADERSHIF TRAINING

In the two years that have in
tervened, Stasse

n steadily and pe
ety Bas gone abodt j 1o.enui
himself for leadership. Yet amon|

who smokes b

ry to dismiss his chancd
for the Repul S on 1

dency with a condesce:
ing half humorous, half pity]

American pparently
like to have an unity to vod
for 8! ln the vuhuc-nnlnlo

polls,
Ehov all the ouzu,n-prumk-n pov
didates with the exception of Ne!
York's Governor Dewey.
Taises once again the ques

Roscoe
4T and again’ oo
Town Meeting of the Alr, advoca
direct and open n
the states at which voters
have s chance to pass on not fu:
two men but a falrly wide range
choice.
Sen. Robert A. Taft of ¢ m-lo taks
strong objection to th
He says that the bty
machines which wa
Break up any party into fractlo
tod thereby destroy  the
syste
No. oo, aays Taft, could
the campaign Who did not have u
lmy

down to two or three,

le's voice would be slmost
limited as Mr. Drummond says
figes

PAYING OWN WAY

ency,
1 1n part At least paying hia o
way by lecturing and writing
Tl lecture and write avout b
tour, and we shall all
in s debt. for his cam
edueation and understanding.

The GOP

the shrewdest and ablest Easter
Republican leaders spparent
:mnt that it is sulcidal to pass t
of violent and punitive e b
hm just spproved by the Hou
or even the milder measures adve
:-ud by Senator Taft of O
ws the real lesson
rxlrmrdlnlnl Republican  confe;
ence on labor legislation = litt'.
n & week ago.

At this wn(mnce Benatar Tai
chairman of the Labor Committa
complained ‘11.\: some _bitterne
that control of his committee )1
been snatched from him by
“coalition™ by Senatof
Alken, of Vermont,
York, and Morse of

committee’s
Democrats He
would therefore advocate strengt!
ening_amendments to the commi
tee bill. He explained that he wan
ed an cmnibus bill on the nake
n -vum emtms

Ives of Ne

:mmu um

‘Truman
o tenva it prnpclmon e mmm-
that a Presidential velo was to |
allowed further

described
desirable, on the ground that u
Pru‘ld:m would then be blamed |
the country for the fallute to

labor legislation at this sess
of ess,
The worst of IL I8 that the
treme Republican m-rvm
out

President
s Iabor bill. he will e
no weapons In hand to cont
John L. Lewis and prevent & eata|
rophic. coal strike in Jul, A el
hic cosl strike might cot
Ceivamy provoke 3
al hysteris benef|

frems  conservatives.
mmmr John L. Lewls loose
the Republican conserv
tives oUEht to remember that wh
one political extreme gains, t
other always nlso. And th
is the way to break down 1]
structure of American politigs.

that his employers stmply can't take it.
Thiy would be of no partlcular impore
tance if the axe had fallen-on some artist

After all, Mr, Allen did manage to remark
on A& previous broadcast that NBC is the
only organization he knows that buys
desks with built-in vice-presidents, His lis-
teners are certain to recall that wisecrack
when his program beglins to skip a beat; In
time they may even come to wonder if his
remark was gatire or the literal truth.

waves, the only comedian who bases his

humor on human foibles rather than Joe

Muler's jokebook. The conclusion to be
~

Another Yoice i
Every Knock A Boost €

YA EHRENBURG, the Soviet gadfly
whose buzzing keeps us decadent demo-

and that it 1s the voice of “servile reac-
tionaries.”

A dispatch from Moscow quotes Ameri-
can Embassy officlals as “expressing pleas-
ure” that so much publicity had been given
to thelr attempt at friendliness. They pre-
dict that Ilya's critique in the widely elr-
culated Culture and Life will attract listen-

ers.

That will stump the Russians, unfamiliar
.8 they are with the eredo of the American
~entertalnment Industry, that bad publicity

Is better than no publicity at all.—Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch.

For his solution of relations with Russia,
Mr. Wallace borrows one of the vaguer
aphorisms of Willlam. James when, he'd
pertectly able to get one up himself.”

's

Merry-Go-Round ¢

WASHINGTON

MOST important voung record in this decade—perhaps

several decades—was mace April 17 -hen 414 members

of the House of Representatives stood up to be counted

for or against the Hartley Lakor Bill '.hrrluy ringing the
death knell on the Wagner Act and labor's magna charta

of Commerce, business lobbies and union

leaders will be thumbing through the record vote on that

crucial blll or rome Lime to come n ordes to decide whether

support or oppose candidates far re-election.
Hpat s applied on both- sides and such soul-searching i
C lhll one man,

Fred Norman of Washington, died o
CAteful scrutin of (e WIstaric 1abar Bib vote revesls two
significant things:
the 12 Republicans who had the nerve to buck their
leaders and go dawn bor bill, the
majority were war veterans newly clected to Congress.
2. Of the 93 Democrats who deserted their leaders and
voted sgainat labor. u considerable number had consistent
New Deal records and heretofore had bee

Rayburn's Texas district. for Instance, have Bo great Jove
for labor. But Bam stood up and was counted against killing
labor's magna :hann With him were such men s Ewing
Thomason of Thomas of Houston, Combs Irom
Martin Dies’ nm 1uu dhum.. Bogga of Loulsiana,

u( Georgia, Jones anasco of Alabams, Smathers of
M Virginia, Kefauver of Tennesaee,
and Spence of Kentucky.

1 an) n
Coﬂ)v‘y of Vnru-x Catolin

any of these, a pro-iabor vole 15 anyhing but '

For
popular with the folks Who have the power o re-elect of
refect in 1043, However-in addition to their personal émv!c-
tions, here is ome factor ‘which some were gambling on:
The political pendulunt in the USA swings rapidly.

Arnerican fabar history has almest fmvariably followed the
And in Britaln,

Rooseveltians. Men like Lyndon Jahmn. John Lyle and

Wright Patman of Texas, Bonner of North Carolina, mer
and Gore of Tennessee, all the Roosevelt-Truman

am‘m despite a certaln veto by Lh-Pmumt.vuhd

Reason, s the fact that antl-lsbor sentl-
ment 1n thetr uitrits waa o0 which {llustrates labor
leaders’ worst mistake, Not only did they empuy their
hand, but when labor legislation cama before Congress for
certain passage, they refused to go slong r eren mild Te-

mnyuv:ml-mtnhnm badly that some of
Uhelr old Triends Fiured it meaat poiicel uicite ‘1o sup-
port them.

Southern Demeocrats Stick
the other hand, a considerable number of Southern

labor Prime Min-

Agaln, the puuu.l pmduluun\mc and & few years
later the conservative it came back into
power.
’mun"nhm & full Jabor Governgnent is in the
le.

The political pendu]um may swing the luu way in

ihe United States. was why certain Southern Demo-

:r-u -loedunb!:z ml to be counted for labor—despite
e

22 Lone Republicans

'VEN more interesting, however, was the line-up of the
Not only had the Republican leaders urged and
that there be & unified party yois, buf ihe 23 bolters

i i

. mmnunl Who voted for

Labor Bill Votes Are Historical Recorc

at_home. knew how jorgetful labor can be—
witness the letter of endorsement once given by AFL
dent Willlam Green to New Jersey's Congressman r.
Hartlay, authot of the tough labor bill )
Here 15 & brief check nl the blﬂklmmd of m' R

bombarded by business leaders and Chambers of Commer|
Also thby

Angeﬂ ten” ymn Du\lf!ll comes fmm EmJ
ere labor iy strong.

w.enmmmm comes rmmSom\
ern Tiinois coay e

s Jn.m Brophy, m—u term, defeated an nknc Tommun|

n Milwaukes. However, he voted exactly as F

nppnn!nl- would have:

James Pal

luad o:-

traraon, Marine Corps officer, fust elected, frc
industrial Connecticul whege labor and business intares
both are strong. eLabor voted against B st Novemb
but he mvpnmd it in Aprn—-hxch 1abk courage.

Jack Javits, arfare officer. just elected frc
New York Oity, hn -lmdy shown fearless, independent vc
ing rmtd

mmn,-mcwrﬂmxwrwﬂmwmw
L rum.n year in Congress, comes {rom Peansylvania anthr
clits coal Tegion.

mmnammlﬂmo«wﬂuuuuhnm
Jumm ite region.
In sddition, the following ncpnmlhuvbn h-n
pm-hbnrmmvnhd-plmmn-mqmu
mmum,na Ju‘
nuu--ndzﬂﬂm-u both of Buffalo; Bngel of Musk
Michigan; muumuhudmmm'ﬁ
&:um. former mayor of President \Harding’s home
Marion, Ohio.

These are some of Republicans, who for local



