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THE school teschers in ‘Buffalo walked
off the job and, although they termed
their action “an abstention from work"
it was nevertheless a simple strike—
| - the first major teachers' strike in Amerl-
| can history. The cause was the usual one:
| 'The teachers claim their pay is inadequate.
This s not a season when strikes, justi-

fied or unjustified, are popular. And yet
the mction of the Buffalo tedchers has
evoked a curiously mixed public reaction, a
blend of deep concern, sympathy, and.
shame. The teachers are mot memibers of
any union, ‘although they do belong to a
loose sort of local federation, and they can-
not be condemned on the usual grounds of
radical irresponsibility. Even the Buffalo

- school authorities appeared to regard their

strike as an act of desperntion, perhaps

Justified. Finally they offere a small in-
| .crease in wages, something less than half
{he ‘teachers’ minimum demand. and the
teachers accepted They went back to.their
classrooms today after keeping most of the
¢ity's schools closed dawn for a week.

Buj, even those editorialists who. out of
force of habit if for no other reason, con-
demn the strike also hastily admit that the
teachers have a compelling case. Their pay
4s too low—almost below the subsistence
Jevel in this season of inflation. And so it
15 being said that they should not have
taken the action they did take, but that
their demands are fully fustified.

‘Well, without question the teachers went
through all the usual channels in thelr ef-
fort to obtain relief. And in Buffalo as else-

—

)

Public Schools And Public Responsibility

where they were doubtless offered genuine
sympathy but no promise of more money.
Every officlal, City of State, could offer
convincing evidence of his own desire to
help, and of his helplessness to do s0. What
then were the teachers to do? Struggle
along at salaries far below those prevalling
in comparable jobs and hope that the cost
of living would soon come down of its own
volition? Abandon their profession and
seek other employment, a3 50 many of their
colleagues have done?

Certainly 8 teachers’ strike is a tragic
and deplorable thing. Yet, the average
teachers” devotion to duty is beyond ques-
tion, and we presume the teachers of Buf-
falo are no exception. But that sense of
duty and responsibility cannot be exploited
indefinitely; it has a breaking point and it
seems to have been reached in Buffalo,
where the teachers decided they were con-
tributing too much, as indfviduals, to the
support of the public education system for
which every citizen bears an equal share
of responsibility.

There is, perhaps, some encouragement in
-the fact that the average citizen finds it
difficult to heap blame upon- the striking
teachers. This s evidence, we think, that
the public is beginning to recognize that
the strike was a symptom of public failure,
and that every taxpayer bears a full share
of the guilt. When the taxpayers recog-
nize their own responsibility for the de-
generation of the American educational
system, and also realize that they alone
have the power to correct the sitpation, we
may be on our way to a solution.

Morals, Faith And Compromise

GOOD many sincere students of gov-
ernment. Including four of the Jus-
. tices of the Supreme Court, are concerned
over the recent Court ruling which upheld
the use of public school funds for the
transportation of children to parochial
schools. The minority of the Court ob-
fected to this as a violation of the tradi-
. tional American separation of church and
state. Since Catholic education is a funda-
mental part of the Catholic religion, the
dissenting Justices argued, any support of
Catholic schools with public funds ean only
be construed as direct support of the
church.
The case in question, of course, was of no
partieular importance, and it involved no
f

parochial schools is both undemocratic and
unfalr.”

Elsewhere in the current edition of The
Catholic, Editor Dale Francis explores the
matter further in & personal column. He
presents a dialogue between himsel! and
two mythical characters with slanting
brows named Luther Jukes and Calvin
Kallikak. Jukes and Kallikak object to the
court decision, advancing semi-ligerate and
specious arguments (which we have not
heard elsewhere, Incidentally),” while the
editor qualls before thelr bigoted on-
slaught. Before he is through Mr. Francis
manages to get in heavy blows at atheism,
Methodist Bishop Oxnam, The Christian
Cenhnrv Communism, and birth control.
ly actions like those

attack on parochial schools. of
all faiths regard the parochial schools as
wseful Institutions and respect the right of
Catholic parents to edutate thelr children
as they see fit. And yet there is a vital
principle involved, and there is jnmcz m
the complaint that the Court declsion hi
compromised it.

‘The majority opinlon, in fact, recognizes
the delicacy of the question. The point is
‘made that an “impenetrable barrier must
‘be maintained between church and state,”
but Justices Vinson, Douglas, Murphy,

ed and Black were satisfied that the
‘case at hand did not bre: . The public
support accorded the church, In other
words, was considered so indirect as to be
negligible.

Yet The North Carolina Catholic, official
publication of the North Carolina Catholic
Layman's Association, goes considerably

“ beyond this in its editorial interpretation
of the ruling. “'School busses are a part of &
public service,” The Catholic declar
“That this public service should be denled
fhose students who have chosen to attend

of The Christian Century and Bishop Ox-
nam must make sincere Protestants realize
the inadequacies of Protestantism.” )

we understand this, the Protestants
stand condemned as bigots because of their
unwillingness to compromise their own
cherished pringiple of separation of church
and state. Yet The Catholic also says of
Bishop Waters’ refusal to join an Inter-
faith effort to strengthen the North Caro-
lina divorce laws (on the ground that his
church does not recognize divorce at all):
“It is a letter typical of the stand of Cath-
olics all over the world take on all issues
when faith and morals are at stake. Right
is right, wrong is wrong. There has been
s0 much compromising in the world that it
has become the norm. Catholics can't join
that compromising.”

We have only admiration for that high
principle, But, In the name of charity at
least, 1t seems to us The Catholic might
recognize that the Protestants also share
it, and In their protest against the Supreme
Court decislon were acting upon it.

The Am'mal Red Cros; Campaign .

OR 85 years the American Red Cross has
carrled on in its tradition of selfless
service to humanity—expanding the scope
of-its activities over the years but clinging
to its fundamental principles. Much of its
work is speetacular, for the Red Cross is
ever on the scene in the event of cafastro-
phe, God- or man-mgde, wherever it may
come about. But the day-to-day roittine is
*no less important. for the Red Cross'makes
_fo distinction between. menml and physi-
' eal suffering.
War, of course, places zhe heaviest bur-
den on the agerity. The cessation of hos--
tilities has solved some of its problems, en-

abled it to reduce the size of its organiza-"

tion and its budget. But the Red Cross i

- far from ready to return its activities to s
full peacetime basis; that happy day is
sl years away.

Another Voice
A Stamp For

[OSE incorrigible enthusiasts known

as philatelists will, of course, be inter-

ested but newspaper people will have an

pride in the fact that the Post Of-

ice Department Is going to issue a 3-cent

commemorative stamp in honor of Joseph

Pulitzer. 1t will go on sale April 10, which

wlﬂba the 100th uuvermy of the birth of
the great journalist.

Unless Benjamin Franklin is to be

‘the Pulitzer stamp will be the

ever given in such way to

There are still veterans, p-rtlcu:arly
woun veterans, to be cared

There are still American nldlerl scat-
tered all around the globe, and boredom
can be as dangerous as bullets. As long as
the American, Army 1s overseas the Ameri-
can Red Crosywill also be overseas.

‘The Mecklenburg County Red Cross

- Chapter launches its annual campaign for

funds today. The goal this year—$72,.800—
is considerably, smaller than the sums
sought during the war, years, but the im-_
portance of indlvidual- contributions, has
net been réduced at all. The Red Cross re-
mains an agency of mercy, and its very ex-
igtencé 15 a symbol of American good will.
Those who wear the familiar little red and
white buttons can do so proudly, for they
are participants In a great cause.

Mr. Pulitzer

was brave to the point of recklessness,
staunch to the point of Intransigence. His
St. Louis Post-Dispatch still carries on long
after his death as one of the beacons of
American journalism.

But In thinking of Pulitzer we always

revert to one saying of his among the '

many:
_ “I hate the idea of pi
only as the proprietor of

ing away known
the paper. Not

Peoele’& Platform

Economy In Raleigh

BTATESVILLE

Editors, Try News:
'I‘ODA\'E press dispatches reveal that the Joint
Appropristions Committee of the General As-
sembly has siready voted increased appropriations
totaling over $300.000 above Budget Commission rec=
cmmendations, Taxpayers should realize that overs
expanded State Government with its increased tax
load is fust as dangerous to our future economic wel-
fare as is over-expansion of our Federal Government.
Necessity for economy should be urged upon our
State iegislators. Request from leglslators. insurance
and textlle executives, for coples of manuseript I
used in my mppearance before the appropriations
:ummmu s spokesman for the North Carolina
Advocates and their Fair Tax Association,

tr.dlrnte public interest.

Excerpts follow:

y the virtues of thrift, ul’-hdp nnd self-

State’s ability to maintain them. We all realize that
the present teacher erisis involves the future welfare
of the State's best asset—its boys and girls. But I
must say that there are large numbers of us who do
not think all State officlals and lmyb)m should
share the same increases granted the te

=-J. PAUL I.IDNAHD‘

Liberalism

Editors, Tz News:
J ¥ » recent article of gratutious commendation for
the solemn farce of Brotherhood Week, spon-
sored by the Natfonal Conference of Christians and
Jews, an enthusiastic penman indulges himself in a
glowing tribute to the 1946 reciplent of, the NCCJ
award, Prank P, Graham.
Among the enumerated personal qualities and
r. Graham {s generously

CHARLOTTE

rellance which motivated our making
this the greatest of nations. are rapidly bemg de-
stroved not only by our National Government, but
by our State Governments as well, Tne inclination to

to vernment for everything has reached
the dangerous stage. We are verging on State so-
cialism. Too many people have the crazy idea that
anything gotten through public funds is pure gravy
that costs them nothing.

Because the cost of Government must be financed
by taxes, which become a fixed item of expense, Gov-
ernment cost is rapidly becoming a determining face
tor in the success or failure of business enterprises.
The cost of our Natlonal Government has reached
slarming proportions, and industry realizes that its
share of the Pederal tax Joad 15 inescapable. But
shrewd business executives know that it takes the
same kind of money to pay local and State taxes,

nd they are now planning their expansion In the
states which have shown an inclination to hold their
cost of Government down.

Thoughtful business men realize that a tax
system which has, over a period of a dozen years,
produced only an average annual income of $50,000,
000, cannot, take care of & budget of nearly twice that
amount when inflation subsides. Our sbility to pay
is already taxed to the limit. It is fundamental that
there can be no tax relief while the increased spend-
ing continues.

Here in North Carolina we are prome o0 condemn

in

m at we are suffering from the same contaglon here
in Raleigh. T understand that the budget now under
consideration calls for the addition of nearly 2000
new State employees at an additional pay roll cost
of well over one million dollars per annum. You a
have under considerstion a recommendation to spend
more on tax research. There should also be some
ressarch work done to see why it is necessary to
continue adding thousands to our State pay roll
at this time when that pay rolf is being boosted by
the miltions.

While I am not here to argue the merits or de<
merits of the appropriations in the program of expane
sion you now have under consideration, I do want
I make & few observaulons. My personal pasition

n public spending tnd. taxaiion nre a matcer of
PUBIIE record. | BUL-T want you to know that in my
travels about the State, I have not found a sirigle
business executive who does not want the salaries of
our school teachers increased to ‘the limit of the

Drew Pearson’s ,
Merry-Go-Round .

(E Drew Pearson's braxs ring. good for one
on ths Washingien Merry-Go.Round, loday goes

Lewis Douglas, new Ambassador to England).

WASHINGTON
I newly appointed Ambassa-
4 dor to the Court of St. James, has three unigue chn-

EWIS WILLIAMS DOUGLAS,

hi m;um. while we go right on Jlnorml the fact ,

elevated to the position of " “philosopher” and dubbed
with the tite “liberal,” which warrants the question:
“What is u liberal?"
rather remote perfod of history. the word -

“I{beral” ha em-
bodied in the word “llberty.” rse of
time however, the word took on the meaning of an
individual clothed In‘the deceptive raiment of politi-
cal hypocrisy, who would 1ift their eyes upward and
with plous phrasology promise to glve away other
people’s money.

Blll today it has took on an entirely dl”u’ln!
aning, and now stands more or less idinified as
"mnu;m carrier” for the “Red- Commnnuv.—pl:nle,
an gdvance guard 30 to speak, engaged In laying down
the Red carpet for the smirking Communist con-
spirators to stride into positions of strategic power,
seize the reigns of lo!rnlnenl. enslave the

populece to the dabacil of state slavery.
the principal expedients of deception—
an opate for lulling thelr unsuspecting victims into
& condition of non-resistance against the formentors
of political suicide—is the (!'ElLly lbuud and over
worked advocacy of “racial 1o
But contrary to the nneul iuppmubn the liberal
idea of “tolerance” is for everyone else to tolerale the
arrogant and uncomplimentary practices of intolerant
poltically prejudiced preverts. But only a spineless
individual, devold of ideals, could resign himself to
aceeptance of such an idiotic practice.

1 and political
health of the nationor its constituents.
Por actually. the scope and degree of an individ-

lso ~ ual's tolerance is merely a key to his character and

principals and not a virtue as the propaggtors of
liberalism pretend. A

T time that consentious Americans alers
themselves to a recogrition of the Intents and pur-
pases of so-called liberalism, and determine its ad-
vocates for what they really are—fellow travlers and
posion peddlers of the political depravity of com=
munism. It should be the further duty to desist
from exaulting them to the pl-mude of polite re-
spect. and pomplous tribute. And In this considers
tion. Dr, Graham's gosition woum prove no ex-
ception,

—A. W. BLACK.
(NOTE: The spelling i Mr. Black's—Eds, T
Naws).

private business, but alw
Government service.

-Douglas And FDR ¢
AGTUALLY Lew came to Washinglon five ve

mn m Roosevelt M, 8 vey Jyomng, very
sman. Cot

ys & lttle too lndrpend:nt for

That time was packed

arquis Childs .

- Holiday In Mexico

WASHINGTON

Dmﬂﬂ his three-day visit to
)‘lxltm President Truman will
follow schedule of dinners,
Iunches, receptions and other func-
tions ith gold braid and

e people or to learn what
h really hlvpenlnl in the country.
Mexico today is an object lesson
in what inflation really means. A
from north of the border
eould learn & lot about how run-
prices Intensify the struggl
lval'lal citizen to l.lvl
The nary Mexican
ltved :lue o the bordurl!.ne ol
poverty. With the
of the war years, it has been & dn-
perate struggle to keep body and
#oul together. A year ago the ten-
slon was so great that knowledge-
able observers feared some kind of
lowup.
COBT OF LIVING
Bince that time, prices have con-
tnued to shoot up. Ths officlal
cost-of-living index computed by
the Bank of Mexico was 313 for
December of 1046, with 1920 & year
of high prices, representing 100. For
January of this year, It dropped back
littleto3119. But in February it
is belleved prices agaln began to
climb.
This over-all figure does not in-
dll:llu the intensity of the squeeze
g put on the peon who comes
ln !own with his burro to buy a few
eans and some lard. The over-all
figure includes items which never
come into the peon's budget, and
those flems have not risen nearly
as much as the cost of food, which
1x fust about the whole story. for
the hewers of wood and drawers
of water making up more than
-fourths of Mexico's popula-

tion.

The Index on fosd stood at 3553
for December of 1046, and In Janu-
ary of this year it moved up &
A further increase will be
n for February, it is expected.
ar ago, the food price index
was 2985, with 100 represented
by the 1929 level

Samuel Grafton

Yanks &

PARIS

ERE {5 a wall between the
American _and the Furopean
which i, I think, hard lo cross.
1 remember, for no reason at all.
four or five young men and women
sn London, gathered around a huck-
ster's fire on the street one cold
night. They were kly warming
themselves; even the street near the
fire was probably cozier than. their
homes, and they were without re-
serve enjoying the blaze. It seemed
T talked with them that

An American in a similar situstion
would consider himself to be in &
fix, demanding remedy Imagine

had to warm your hands at & street
fire; an American would have had
the Board of Health and the re-

porters out. What struck me that
mqm in London was that there was
here no sense of p ment. The
only emotion was gratification at
having found a fire.
DIFFERENT EMOTIONS

There is no way to f{it this kind
of living within the covers of
smart women's magazine; amd to
an American, with his progressive
sense of life, it seems rather sad.
The American in Europe has more
than language difficulties to con-
in-

The French middle class and the
poor live, for example, In quarters
which we would by and large con-
sider inadequate. There has been
a kind of rent control law llm’t the
Pirst World War; it has lasted
through two or three inflations,
with the result that rents are ri-
diculously low and unprofitable and
nobody has seen fit to bulld any-

ng.

Life here ls like the life of the
Jichen on the rock. gnarled and un-
changing. To an American it seems
incredible that life can be carried
on without the expectation of at
least n ten_per cent improvement
every year: that seems like life wi}h-
But a Frenchman tried to

necessarily proof of a French desire
for :l\anit. “They are voting against

tlong with peaple

ars befors 1N (nan Roosevelts.

energetic

has always

The ht of the average MexI-
can comes home even closer when

lcm cl-umn in zhu :mmuy woum
be if bread had gone from 10 cen

to 50 cents a loaf in the ume
period. The price of lard has
gone from 140

get the economy into some kind of
balance. x
LUXURY BOOM

The glittering boom that began
with the spending of warttme mil-
lions—mostly from the
States—is still going strong
astonishing number of luxury apart-
ments have gone up in Mexico City,
and they are still going up. In the
suburbs houses for the new rich
are being bullt, beginning at about
40,000 pesos or, roughly, $8,000. This
would be equivalent to about a
$23.000 house in this country,

In the Administration of Presi-
dent Miguel Aleman, some officials
wre working hard to straighten out
the tangles that inflation , has
caused in Mexicos econ They
will talk to President Tru;

.ng his visit, about helpAhit thcy
hope to get from the Unlited States,
Incliding possibly a loan which
would be used in the effort to
stabilize prices,

NO SHINING EXAMPLE

We here in the United Statsy cam
hardly offer a shining example of
ow to prevent Inflatjon. Com-
modity prices have been skyrocket-
ln: 8gain, and that upwam climb
will soon liected In the prices
the housewife pays at l.ha grocery
store. This is bound tq create new
difficulties as the wage-earner is
caught in the wage-price squeeze

In the United States, as In Mexico,
what goes up must come down. The
higher the skyrocket shoots into the
air, the more dizzy is the (all and
the harder the bump at the end.

Europeans

the chateau,” he sald, “They hava
been doing 1t for a long time. These
days one voles against the chateau
by voting Communist, a few years
ago one did f by voling Socialst,
before that something else: but the
radicalism of today Is no more radi-
cal than the radicalism of & hun-
dred and fi{ly years ago. How could
s0 many Communisis have turned
up unless they were already here?”
CRUELTY RELATIVE

1t Europe seems strangze to us,

seem strange to Europeans.

Frenchmen look upon us with what
one editor here tried to describe by
the word “diffidence.” using it not
to mean shyness, but in its ety-
mological sense as the opposite of
confidence. ' It makes the French
uneasy for example, to feel that
Germany s largely in the hands of
A people like ourselves, who devote
our lives to changing things, The
American impression that the
French are cruel to the Germans,
makes the French furious. They
feel in their hearts, that they exact
little of the Germans that they do
not exact of themselves or (hat life
does not exact of them. 1f th
mans are down now, that s a for-
tunate change in the political
weather, which may make for a few
easier years. But there ts in the
Frencn approach, the memory of &
thousand continental Winters spent
in cold and dim rooms, and they
suspect s, strange, steam-heated
creatuses, with our plans for making
things better in Germany, rebuild-
ing and s0 on.
TALKING THROUGH GLASS

And so when we talk to the
French: about this, it 15 as though
we talked through a sheet of glass
f you want a mental picture of
one of the “Prench” who are against
the Germans, there s an old lady I
know of, who has been delivering
papers on_the Left Bank here for
40 years. She used to ride a bicyele,
but néw she is 1o old and so she
pushes -it. loaded with her ]mlrrm]n
Bne climbs five flights in
house; and she will never have n
modél kitchen nor retire to 3 dream
cottage. She dossn't feel eruel:
she doesn't_even think Nfe is cruel,
and she thinks we are crazy.

Envoy To London Almost British Citizen

knu FDR, whose memory was long and sométimes vmulcuu
surprised everyone by welcoming

contagious smile, his’ ingratiating
were sometimes rated as even more begull-

Lew with open arms. Lew
manner, his ability to get

Friends said that Douglas fascinated

the late President because he was the only man’ who had &
better technique as a charmer.

scteristics:

He was one of the few who could outcharm rnnklln
Roosevelt: British
subject himself; and he can talk longer, say
make people like him, which is saying a lot for a diplomat—
or anyone else.

In addition Lew has crowded a great deal of valusble
Government. experience into his relatively young life, md 1=
in-all should make en astute and eble envoy to the
where we 5o badly need capable representation.

Douglas’ close kinship with the British is through his
migrated

n

-Dodge copper millions.
But dovplu The fact that the family drew millions nma
the UM and that (he mw‘n of Douglas, Ariz. is named f
him, grandpa Douglas refused to become | il\ American GILIIMI
in (ll:l. he sent his Irill: back to Canada whenever a child
a8’ expected so that ull hu children mi(ht hn nmx.h :uh-
1uu4 Of his two sons.
tan end. Bup Jimmy Do\lzlu Lew's uuur, e \n m with
osephine Willlams, daughter of a enuq who
flatly refused o let his daughter marry a "!ont'n.r ol
use 01 th did Lew new Ambas-
American

Only:bec
§9, et Britain, bapped 10 by an

«

of McGlll University
le the marriage to an

Cansdian-
his life—as fa¥ from the

" Democra! s ngress a
iin the. dlrmmu uell»uulnpd Seions of ‘the. Goolldge
whom Dougias was & hot Breeze
desert,

of ‘Tadiealism right utt

Lew saw in Pranklin Roosevelt, l.hl‘g Governor of New

He also saw

‘!M‘k. & refreshing contrast.
\,ucm o,

o upset the lon; unwn-mn Repul
‘himself to the Roosevel

Roosevelt & chance
Ao -mclun;

t campa
one of FDR's close xrienus and evenunlly uu !lew Duln

first Director 0 l-h
this

Tecom:
Tevenue, uvnnnﬂ the public works n urud 3
Soon.

er, Lew—and_others—found that he

tax. as Aecused of being
g P uann—w vhum his family has m%ﬂ- Q.h!

New Dei

Some 6f those who have wondered whether Douglas was

Canadisn or American are now speculaling as (o what kind
of Ambassador he will be, Wil he be another Walter Hines
Page and be more British than the British? Wlll he sund
up for the USA? This is an important and legitimate ques?

’111! answer, in the opinfon of this columnist, is in the

positive, Lew would mever sell his own country short. He
has just-about the right combination of charm and tact.
mixed with metal, to make an exceilent ambassador.

tp to Quebec

In the summer of 1943, Roosevelt asked Douglas to fly
to pour ofl on troubled U. S.-British waters.

General Marshgll and Admiral King had been rowing with

Alan Brooke and the British General Staff over Far East-

ut
Lord Leathars, British Minister for Bhlylﬂln\l. regardine the

carrving U, 8, Leathers

.l
7 lit with Roosevelt he did one important use of British transport for
ﬂlln? -2"-“’"""" owes his appointment ss  had fndiested that_the British, being.short of transports,
bassador to London. H-helpd’l&-,h‘l‘olﬂlﬂlndm”'m ;-mum ships for the carrying of U. 8. troops
A inted Undersecretary of -the 3 sacross the
Slant agres with elt inflation either and mow. that fe ot true, Fred.” shot back Douslas
But twelve years later it now unu:rum» know vou've nd he proceeded
fay of siale, who put. Duull.n' appointment across ey 'ngxm list afugnum vessels. He ud them £nd u:m
m-hmcnn mtmmmtxm nthoat

‘Outchurming FDR
r[moueu Lew Dauglu ml! rﬂh

FDR, ‘over Government-
the few individusls who




