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The Coming School Tax Election

ARRING a political miracle, the battle

waged on the state level for higher
teachers pay Is over. The settlement. &
ecompromise between the 20 per cent
across-the-board inerease recommended by
the Administration and the much higher
South Pledmont graduated schedule, will
afford an increase of about 30 per cent in
base pay for all North Carolina teachers

Now, however, the battle begins on the
local level. The Charlotte School Beard is
asking, In a speclal electton, for authority
to double the present 25 cent (per $1000
valuation) local levy thus making avail-
able & potential $305.000 per year to be used
solely for instructional costs in the Clty
Schools. The additional revenue will be
used to Increase the present City supple-
ment, and to pay in full thesalarles of
certain teachers not provided for under the
State system of allocating funds.

Whether the election ‘fails -or carries
there will be some increase in pay for
Charlotte teachers. But it will not be 30
per cent of their present income, for, while
State base pay will be Increased the City
will be hard pressed to maintain the pres-
ent supplement. When they go to the polls
on April 15 the voters will be making a
choiee between two salary schedules—one
based on a 30 per cent State increase plus
the present City supplement, and a higher
scale based on the 30 per cent State in-
crease plus an Increased City suwlemem
made possible by the additional levy.
following table outlines the two nltemh
tives. (Under “Rating” the letter "G™ Ln?l-
cates a graduate degree, the letter “A"
regular college, degree, the following num-
ber years of teaching experience.)

Jected. (30% in- ed.
eruu in State In State base plus
ase plus present hwumd supple-

Rating m lement.)
a-1 '.'l . $2753) 3,060
1 2688 2970
10 2627 2880
[ 2560 2,790
8 2501 2,700
7 2434 2610
. 2375 2520
5 2308 2430
4 2 2340
3 173 2350
2 217 2,160
Al 2s01) 2,800
10 143 2,700
E] 2375 2610
8 2317 2520
7 2149 2430
L] 2191 2340
5 2135 2250
4 2079 2.160
3 2024 2,070
2 1968 1980
1 1033 1,800
o mv. ¢ 1800

HE schedule proposed by the School
Board falls far short of the South
Piedmont plan, which some educators have
argued s essential to the preservation of
our current educational level. The School
Board considers {t a minimum program
and the figures listed above bear out that
contention. Certainly few employers in
Charlotte these days are able to hire col-
lege graduates with seven years of practi-
. cal experience for $50 & week. And certain-
ly no other learned profession and precious
few skilled trades offer an absolute maxi-
mum annual income as low as $3,060.
Tpere are those who argue (as witness
the'letter in today's People's Platform) that
teachers salaries are a State obligation and
that the #State should pay the entire
freight. There is some merit in this, for in
theory North Carolina has assumed respon-
sibllity for the education of all her young.
In practice, however, the State salary scale
has always represented a minimum, and
the larger cities have found it necessary to
supplement it. The reasons are obvious
enough—certainly the living expenses of a
teacher in Charlotte are far higher than
those of a teacher in a small, rural county.
And the competition for skilled personnel

Could We Guarantee

Wﬁﬂ.! drlnklng coffee at the Coast
Guard air base near Elizabeth City,
that clity’s Daily Advance reports, Repre-
sentative Herbert Bonner delivered himself
of & few timely reflections on propagandsa.
The State Department’s broadcasts to Rus-
sia, condiicted ag they are on a high cul-
tural plane, are probably missing the mark,
Mr. Bonner believes. A more practical solu-
tion, he has decided, would be to translate
the Sars-Roebuck catalogue info Russian
and see that a copy of it reaches every
household between.Berlin. and the Ural
Mountains.
Certainly, no produet of our culture bet-
« ter bespeaks our high living standard than
the mail order catalogue Even in this sea-
son of shortages and rising prices' it is a
thing of beauty—presenting a vast array
of ball peen hammers, automatic pump:‘
work pants, shotguns, watches,

"Americn a3 Sears’

is much greater here: In effect the Char-
lotte schools have to bid for teachers
against private employers who. In many
cases, are willing to pay a competent filing
clerk more than the State will pay an ex-
perienced English teacher.

It should be remembered that the crisis
n education is not *he product of the cur-
rent Inflation. although It has certainly
been accelerated by it. Over the years
there has been a general increase in wage
scales in every field, and the schools have
not kept pace; The Tesult has been that
many experienced teachers have aban-
doned the field to seek more lucrative em-
ployment. And at the same time the en-
roliment In the teachers colleges has stead-
fly dwindled—not so much, educators be-
lteve, because of low starting salarles but
because of the low ceiling on potential in-
come in the profession. It will be noted in
the above table that the School Board has
recognized this by actually reducing begin-
ning salarles In order to Increase pay at
higher levels of experience "

HE sober and conservative gentlemen of
the City School Board are asking for
an Increase In the tax levy with extreme
reluctance. They have literally been driven
to it by the hard facts of their 1947-48
budget. Ten years ago the $1500.000 City
School operation functioned efficiently and
evén managed to show a small annual sur=
plus under the present levy. Those days are
gone. apparently forever. This- year the
School Board allocated in advance every
cent of its income, except for a ridiculously
small contingent fund of about $2500 to
cover all emergencles No business man on
earth would attempt to operate on such a
narrow margin.

This means that the schools, as they are
now functioning, are using every cent of
current Income. If costs continue to rise,
the budget can be kept In balance only by
reducing salarles, or by reducing the size
of present teaching staffs Moreover, in the
near future, some 40 additional classrooms
will be added to the Charlotte schools.
They simply cannot be staffed under the
present budget.

City school funds are used not only to
supplement State salarles, but to pay the
entire salarles of 74 out of the 534 City
teachers. The State's allocatlon Is based
upon one teacher for each 34 pupils; this
makes_no allowance for staffing manual
training. music or public speaking depart-
ments, librarles, ete, Most parents would
agree that these activities are essential to
the proper education of their children, and
yet already many of these courses have
been abandoned or drastically curtailed in
Charlotte. Unless the tax supplement car-
ries, the School Board will have no altern-
ative but to further reduce faculties next
year.

FHE additional taxes proposed In the
coming election will add only a few
dollars a year to the average citizen's total
tax burden. We recognize, however, that
even a few dollars looms large in this time
of punishing taxation. We recognize and
concur in the prevailing view that taxes
somehow must be reduced. not Increased.
Yet the crisis in the schools, and the
very grave threat it poses for the future,
cannot be Ignored. Money is not the final
answer to all our educational flls, but it is
fundamental. Our choice now 1s not be-
tween progress and malntenance of pres-
ent standards; the School Board warns

-solemnly that if the tax election fails to

carry the result will be a further de-
terioration of a school system that does
not now compare, with the system of ten
years ago,

There will be those who ask in all sin-
cerity if the people of Charlotte can afford
1o add £305,000 to their annual tax burden.
‘The answer, we think, is that the people of
Charlotte can't afford not to.

Ivan Satisfaction?

We are net siire, however, that the Sears

catalogue is a proper instrument with

which to propagandize the Russians..The
bright pletures and the Jimpld descriptions
of goods shown therein are supposed to—
and in fact do—arouse within the reader's
breast an uncontrollable urge to rush down
to the ‘post office for a money order. In
monumental success
the wish is ntly father
to the act. In the Urals, however, the pe-
rusal of ‘a Sears catalogue on a long Win-
ter's night could only lead to a gnawing
frustration
The frustrated’ Russlan, as we under=
stand it, is already the root of our interna-*
tional difficulties. To further goad him
with the Sears-Roebuck version of the
American Way would be an act of . utter
In!ly The wonders displayed therein, and'

.  barbed wire fence, automobile horns, -\no-
matic tollets, etc., etc., ete. The stuff of
which dreams are made lies between those
bright lithographed covers, and even the

ex makes a pleasant evening's reading
before & pot-bellied stove.

Another Voice

in his own
Uluplu m)ghl possibly increase his respect
for free Institutions But it seems more
likely that he would only be prompted to
burst from his cell with the customary vell
and head this way seeking personal deliv-
ery.

{2 The Language Of Love

i W‘l have an idea that Miss Joan Natale
of, Philadelphia, nursing her brulses *

her doubts lbmlt Southern

and fpl!utw-ﬂn at the strange lapguage .

The ironic touch to Miss Natale's disil-
lusionment, however. was supplied by the
youn lady Herself. Bhe successtully plead-
ed for her fiance's release from prison a
day before his term’expired. 8o, she related
1o police, she was beaten up for her efforts.
Btrange indeed Is the language of love—
Wilmington Post.

‘I Do Believe,’ Saill Alice At Last, “That Thevl
Live In The Same House!’_

7% ///

Medical Care .

DFHT T e g e PoST

-

Stop The Russians

Editors, Tnr Nzws
F[HERE seems to be qulte & commotion about by-
passing the United Nations Organization in ald
to Greece and Turkey. I see little reason for playing
ound with the UN. while Russia is gaining world
power and control. Russla has blocked for another
year atomic energy control when all other nations
had agreed upon a definite plan of control. By bloci
ing every move and keeping the UN. in a Imntr
Russia is stalling for time, and gaining In pawer
and control all over the world while we are losing our
prestige and resources in trying to buy peace where
ere Is none. X
‘We the American people mortgaged everything we
have and sacrificed at the altar of death to destroy

immortal Abrah Llncolnl Emancipation Proclama-,
tion in such & show the world our true
Agpreciation of the life and work of this great Amer-
ican whose guiding star was government by the
ple, of the people, and FOR the people. We |huuld
have little trouble In getting 100,000 members of our
race to assemble at some central point to do honor
to the memory of the best friend our race ever had.
owe the Party founded by the fmmortal Lin=
coln a debt of everlasting gratitude and our whole-
hearted allegiance. That gratitude can be expressed
by our race contributing liberally m the Republi-
can National Committee, .at the same time, will
be hastening the day of economie opportunity equal-
itv, the goal of all true-thinking Americans. Let us
keep out eves on_ the ball—economic opportunity

g
aa

cquality. That Laour goal. and it can be reach
whal we thought was the enemy of world peace, and through the idealism of the Republigan Party.

7 placing our resources in the wrong hands 1t now —J. W. CORDICE.
seems that we bought an enemy MG(‘E deadly than
{he e we puid o ey, For tvo loog s ve o
begged Russin for a just peace treaty, but time drags
on and we come to no definite understand School Levy B

Russla knows what she is doing and intends to
do if she can get away with it, take all she can get
from any nation anywhere, right or wrong. and
when she has gained enough physical power she will
say to the world as she said to some of our offi-
cials, we take what we want, I am in favor of feed-
ing the hungry, but T am ot In favor of giving to help
the world while Russia is taking even what w

to a final decision, it is time and high time that we
decide on a definite course and stop Russia from
taking thal which belongs to others, Including a rea-
sonable peace.

—P. C. BURKHOLDER.

GOP Campaign

Editors, THE NEws
] HAVE been designated as North Carolina Field

Director of Finance, Colored Division. for the Re-
publican National Committee, to help raise funds to
hold the line won for Constitutional Government—
that s, government for. by and of the people—and
10 nxsure complete and sweeping victory in 1948,

Money is an important ingredient in any political
campaign. But in politics, as In everything else,
money is not the most Important factor: ideals rise
head and shoulders above all, and today the idealism
of our form of government Is being sniped at.
refer to the Communist Party. aided and abetted by
some New Dealers and other foes of the true Ameri-
can Way of Life, ugmz & campalgn among members
of our Tace for recruits. Yes, such a campaign is
being waged right here in North Carolina.

This recruiting drive of the Communists must be
thwarted regardleas of the effort required of us; it
must not, it cannot succeed. I appeal to gvery member
of my race, to the good citizens of all races, to resist
with all the power of their physical and mental be-
ing the efforts of the Cammunlst leaders to degrade
the American Way of LI

1t'1s my suggestion that on Monday, September 22,

DURHAM

1847, our race celebrate the 85th anniversary of the

Drew Pearson’:
Merry-Go-Round .

WASHINGTON

-

Editors. Trr News:
J AM heartily in favor of our teachers securing  real

living wage and all that is coming to them, but I
am bitterly opposed to the highhanded, as well as
underhanded methods they are using to try and get
what s coming to them.

I refer to the mimeographed letters, which are
given to the children, to carry home, with orders
from the te; for the children to report back
to them the their parents feel about the 25 cent
addittonal school tax, which makes the child the ‘goat’
if the reply is not favorable to the increase,

My understanding of the sales tax was that If was
for educational purposes and there are millions, in
surplus, in our State Treasury. t glve the
teachers their Increase out of this and not burden the

perty owners with more taxes. which, if the trend
keeps up. will soon mean that we will have a com-
bined City and County Tax of around $7.00 per $100.00
valuation?

Give the propersy owners s ‘break,’ which they
have not had for many years.

—BURTON H. SMITH.

Senator Soaper Says:

JRECARDING the fix in sport, some aumcc -uamey
might subpoena the coiner of the pi

race is not always the swift,” if aqu -\munhle.
slong with any evidence he has to back this

If it were a little easier for cashiers to handle,
pork chop In & 81 dcnemlmll.on might be put into
:ircuxallm by the U..8. Tre:

We are sgain reminded that cherry trees along
Washington's tidal basin, though beautiful in blossom
time, bear no frult. Any resemblance to the 20 per
rent tax cut proposal is perfect.

A local fifth-grader brought In off the street
yestercay for first ald, after blowing bubble gum
against the wind. K

* ‘ring to the latte. when it wi

in the purchase of the apnstment- I)De housing units to those

Marquu Childs

Pillory For Patrlots

. WASHINGTON
NY GOVERNMENT servant who

vailing custom is o mn n leg
S1f the nearest tee table and
beat the offender o--r the head
with it, on the ry apparently
:h:lt all' government Ls an iniquitous

It is.amall wonder that

want to get out. One of lhz nblm
is Capt. Granville Conway, who 15
leaving in & few days to go back to
m- jnb m prlvm business.
merchant Leaman
in IHE. COIIWI)‘ became connected,
in 1921, with the U, S, Shlpplm
Board that preceded the present U.
5. Maritime Commission, transfer-

wnuh made him lnvuume in lw.
guns, tanks,

!nn lmlr corners a( Lhe earth in Im

Tecent war.

BIG TASK .

Tll! ‘War Shipping Administration
first made him director of the At-
lantic éou: District, and then &
deputy administrato; Amr uu WAL
mdeu he mc::eded Adm!

head of

Shl:\nlnx Ad.mlnlllrnlh)\'l and mr
reaponsibility ‘was his. for

almost s big as the npounnnnl
Job of the war years.

That was to re-distribute Lne 4,000
U. S. ships operated by the Shipping
Administration during” the war. It
meant getting them back Into the
hands of the private owners from

whom they had been requisitioned,
This d!dn'l mean just handing them
back. It meant negotlating con-
tracts to return them in their ori
inal state and-do it In such a
that the Government would not be
on the losing end of these com-
plicated deals.

Conway knew It was important
to act fast. He was well aware that
the Government could not operate
A fleet successfully in peacetime.
Charter hire on those 4.000 ships
ar.m. the Government $1,000000 a

¥

Just & year ago, Conway started
to de-requisition (one of the gob-
bledygook words that find their
way into

no idea
“ditficulty
frankl;

“weather.

put the number* ul uhlpl well over
4,000—had been
Just to recite IPIHG ),I\IMI gives
of the endless detail and
involved. fvnwly
W

take it again. Some
were big. The cost of restoring three
Matson liners was $5500,000 aplece,
and shipping men {51 that Con-
way drove a hard bargain for the
Gavernment.
FALSE CHARGE
At one time while he was Ship-
ping Admintstrator, the blame for
delay in getting reliet shipthents
!\lmpe was put on lack of shipping
e. In & remarkably short time,
Conway ahowed how falie
charge was. He demonsirated that
the Inck was not In tonnage but
in goods to fill empty cargo space,
When he thought. his job was
done, mely left the Government
to become heach of & private shipe
ping company. But

inet Food Committee urged Presi-
dent Truman to try to get Conwa
back, What with a box-car shortage
shipping troubles. graln was
almply not moving abroad In suffie
clmt quantti
Reluctant!:

AL the President's
plea, Conwav returned. He soom
got things moving. In
January and February,
bad-weather months, more grain
was moved than in the previous
five months of comparatively good
The total- for February
was 1465000 tons. Conway he
working an coal, too, and shipmenta
are now pressing the mark of 3,500~
000 tons a month,

There are varlous measurementa
of Conwi B * & the
fact that the Government's bill for
ship hire during the current fiseal
vear will be only about $7.000,000,
KNOWS SHTPS

Conway talks about ships th
» Kentuckian talks ahout  race
horses. He belleves we have & good
chance to develop & Tobstantinl snd
not w costly merchant marisie

ow-how of men like Cone=
way Il one d America’s gTeat assets.
It is one of the reasons we won the
war._Men of knowledge and ca-
pacity should be eneoursged to

December,
which were

the cargo shipe under charter hire
to the Shipping Administration. By
September. 74 per cent of the total
tonnage—ncluding tankers which

Samuel Grafton

serve the hat a
easential. But if the blrkmng and
abuse from Capitol Rl continue,
there will be no one of abllity left
to man vital Government posts.

Choosing Catastrophe

_ NEW YORK
O ANYONE who has beén In
Europe recently, and has seen
forelgn governments wreatling with
their burdens, some of the activities
. of our Congress appear strange in-
deed. We seem 1o e trying to gel
ourselves into the kind of trouble
that other countries are trying des-

for a four billion dollar tax cut.
which can only send prices
ping upward again.
OBSTACLES OVERCOME

In Europe, one talks to people.
and walks the streets, and  pokes
into the empty shops, and works up
a fine, Warm feeling about how
Jucky W, Americans are. Then one
comes back and notes, with a kind
of dismay, that we seemed deter-
mined to follow Europe's financial
course. It is as if we didn't want to
leave anything out, no matter how
nasty. This obscure motivation has
nudged us, within the last six
months, into & very satisfactory in=

flation, beginning & year and a half
after the end of the

war, With

as clothing in the New York metro-
politan area) they are selling less
Boods than a year ago, though their
stocks are much higher. It
taken iron determination, and a
mnlmmn = the polls, to do it. but
we're dot

D-unumly downward, X iaind
be the motto; never d our
Blesings, mén, if we iy hard
enough, we can hope to have aa
much trouble as any (wo-by-four
European country whose only face
tory has caught &

The suggested tax cut fits into
the pleture: o cut taxes four bil-
lions of doliars, at & time when the
price level is at the highest point
n 27 years, Is a fascinating eco-
nomic ‘non muuor The countries
of Europe are trying to save them-
selves by economic contrapiions
made out of spent, matches and
tissue paper: if any one of them
had four billions to nlly with, or &
reasonably accura it
would consider itself waved. We have
the four billions, but we are deter-

§OINg o throw them bac)
stream, 50 that we 'm\/hlve them
either,

SHARING MISERY

Not to use the rour billions for
debt reduction, thua giving our-
selves & bit of lceway againsi the
deflation, & & atep to-

T mlve(vln
in Europe whose m,;

we_have ma 8
din't of a lot of effort, to cut down
the gap quite a bit; we have brought
many prices up 50 per cent, espe-
eially In foods. W esolved
not 1o let Europe have all the trou-
bles; we're crowding right in on
her. Business men who yipped last
Summer for an end of price contfol
lt‘nd that in & m.\mb!.r of lines such

and, mond to the mumm.u the - (Zervas)

ward that incoherence

and mul helplessness which marks
50 many of the world's treasurles:
we seem resolved not to miss any
of the lovely experiences Lhni\l'h

policy, has an impulse to say:

lease, you don't know what you'Te
doing. You're running hell - for=
leather into a swamp that olhul

_exceptional ‘in our
and environment.

‘ Real Estate Lobbylsts Score Over Vets

attacks

rrux: fur s flying backstage over snother fast housing deal
ig real estate lobbylsts have put over In Congres
and on the vetera: 3
The deal involves a resolution, adopted behind closed
doors by the House-Banking & Currency Committes and by
an appropriations subcommittee, Whereby surplus war houstng
can be sold only for cash.
ocent on its face, this means a big advantage for the
big real estafe operators, who can afford to put yp spot
cach for the multiple surplus housing projects. It also means
@ swift kick-in-the-pants for war veterans. who have been
bidding for the same housing projects under “mutual ‘owner=
ship” credit plans.
Since most of the projects are big ones, ranging {rom

money, but, because of the limited e
large 'rlnlu(lu could force down sal
FPHA ‘estimate that one ZW-unl: war hnmml
v

project. mhich would notmally el for sbout ssm‘tm
the rate of $3,000 average per unit) would b

000,000, or & 50 per cent loss to the Government, iy m—-sxht.
out cash sale.

Yet this 1s whiat Congress proposes to do. The action was
taken without anyone's knowing about it in committee
resolutions addressed to. Dillon Myer chief of the Federal
Public Housing Authority.

Housing Adniinistrator Protests

T'rm deal was put over by Chairman Jesse Wolcott (Miche
igan) of the Banking & Currency Committee and Chair-
an Ben Jensen (Iowa) of thé Government Corporation Sub-

committee, both llvnuhla Jo ths g real unw Interests.
However, Ho r has sent @ brist-

_ling. confidentia] luur o wolaou |na Jmun informing

“them: . “While 1 shall, of course, comply with your request.

1 i \s eraphasar st in my § Judgment. the adoptionof &

t would t sales of

t policy th WA
pro]eeu only lnr enh ‘would * m'. be in the public interest
and would-cost

the Treasury of
mﬁlmﬂlﬂ.mﬂh.mllqmudumtmﬂm

who have large smounis of cash and those Who carr readlly
borrow large sums. Such a sharp nm-uwmx of the
alen, markst will: in: iy judgment, drive down steeply uu
amounts’ which the Government can hope to realize on
ulur

“gecondly, the overwhelming majority of present occus
pants of the housing units, and the veterans, both occupant
and non-occupant, Who become home owners
by purchasing these units individually or in groups, would
be unable 10 compete successfully on that basis”

/Since Wolcott and Jensen are both professed Do
In saving money for the Government, and both pm(used
friends of the veteran, the Myer letter would seem <o put
the Jssue squarely up to them

Greek Pro-Nazis Need Purging

7THE more sou probe lnto the snarled-up Greek mess, the

more it ‘appears imperailve (hat some of the Fascist-

Roy!luu in lhe present Greek Cabinet must be oustad

fore the USA dumps millions of relief and food into l(ln'
's lap.

A German military report upulma b’ American Army
in Berlin ghows that the present
Defense in King George's Cﬂlﬂml. l‘lm
quietly alding the Germans during DIE war. And, del'piu
the fact that Zervas was British, he Is now
ltrvhu with British blessing (n the Oreek Cabinet.

captured German dﬂcllment is titled * )ﬂu‘ln Bit-
uation mport The German XXII Moul Army
Corps,” and udllcd Aug. 7, 194, Bﬂme of ita Ml'. ll‘ﬂln
cant excerpts follow

“After & few days, he (Zervas) ceased these attacks and
since then he has kept a neutral position and has not com-
any more of the Allied requests to resume his
fighting against German troops. During this period of
; Zervas increased the territory under his control with
uria mmun:, that at presenty he
between Prevezra Igumenitss. .
“At present. I.l'\e relations be and the ‘Allied

Mission strained. fact should be at-
Hmted.lmhlhanmdlmumh-h'ﬂﬂ (gol-
Llhu’ldanl.il) attitude toward the German occupation forces,

'k Minister of Nmnnnl
Zervas,

t the Communist bands.”
"mt.x- German report summarised Zervas' collabqration sa
ollow:

A onclusions at the' st atio important’ factor in
thesabove would be that the, Ahies might be able to; force
35 1o give up hir, unil now, lawful -(collaborationist) ate
ttude, and use agaim) for attacks sgainst the
rman forces. mun “also_expect ‘continuous activitles
l’mm the Greek pummunm bands in the entire sector of this
if these forces are not checked by mopping-up npn-

Stions, or If they are mot distracted by attacks from
Zervas forces.

Under The Dome
§ENATOR Forrest Donnell, meticulous Missouri Republic.
can,spent thiee days spetking on the portal-to-portal bill:
ted, bored Senator George of a o his Demo-
Sratle: collengue, Tom Connally of reas: now that
we haven't got Bilbo around to filibuster, T iniak w ought
to . We can use 8 man with staying

to preserve
the” Btar-Spanled Banner. - Key's old home threatens fo
be demolished by the videnlnl of a w-mn.:m boulevard.
Morgens-
ucme for giving the IJ 8. public the facts mmm. the
Quisiing activities of Norwegian soprano,
T




