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Cimgress And The Good Health Progrdm

battle for the Medical Care Program
has:been waged for months in North

Carolina, and is now golng into its final

stages In Raleligh with bright prospects of

wictory. But another battle is being waged
in Washington that is no less significant
for the future of Good Health in North
‘' Carolinn—and the prospects there are

quite dim.
e Yorth Garollna program, as outlined
by the Medical Care Commission, depends
upon three primary sources for financial
support. The State will put up roughly one-
third of the mecessary $43.000000, the
counties and cities another third, and the
Federal Government the remainder. There
was good and sufficient reason for estab-
lishing such a fiscal basis for hospital con-
struction In North Carolina. In the closing
days of the 1848 session the 79th Congress
passed the Hill-Burton Act (by unanimous
wolce vote In the Senate, 136-28 in the
House), which pledged the Federal Gov-
ernment to underwrite one-third of the
cost of a $1,125,000000, five-year hospital
building program. But the 79th Congress
did not make the necessary appropriations
té implement the Hill-Burton Act. That
decision now rests with the 80th Congress,
and the leadership of the B0th Congress is
dedicated to cutting expenditures.

In his maiden address In Congress last
week, C. B. Deane of the Eight District
‘pointed out that no part of the $75,000,000
authorized for the fiscal vear ending June
30 has vet been appropriated. He further
noted that President Truman. responding
to pressures of the economy advocates, in
his budget message requested only $50,000.-
000 for the first two vears, while the bill
authorizes a total of $150,000,000. Mr. Deane
warned:

The Legislatures in varlous states are at
this very time beginning to set in mo-
tlon appropriations from the states (o
qualify under the hospital construction part
of the bill.

Yet, if this Congress refuses 1o sup-
port the recommendation of the Presi-
dent, or even go beyond it, the program
in the varfous states, including counties,
small towns, and communities through-
out this land where the citizenship has
rajsed thousands and millions of dollars to
take advantage of the provisions of the
Hill-Burton Act, will be placed in Jeopardy.
Federal aid for North Carolina slone

would run to almost one-third of the total

appropriation proposed by Mr. Truman for
all 48 states in the first two years. It Is
true” as Mr. Deane conceded, that most
states are still engaged In preliminary sur-
veys and demands for cash will not be
heavy for many months to come. Never-
theless the fallure of the 80th Congress to
take positive actlon will be a serious blow

10 all the state programs—and perhaps a

fatal one to North Carolina's, which is now

In an advanced and precarfous stage.

‘We presume that Mr. Deane Is receiving
the whole-hearted support of all the other
members of the North Carolina Congres-

slonal delegation In his effort to prod the

Congress into meeting the obligations as-
sumed when it passed the Hill-Burton Act
and held out a bright hope for better
health to millions of Americans. Certainly
there s no more Important legislation,
from a local standpoint. now pending be-
fore Congress. The efforts of fhe thousands
of volunteer workers who waged the pub-
lte campalgn for support of the program
will go for nothing If it turns out that the
idea of Medical Care has been sold to the
people of North Carolina. but not, as they
were led to believe, to the Congress of the
United States.

Remember, ABC Means Control

not having been, to our knowl-
an officlal census of the liquor

“dry" Mecklenburg County, we are
inclined to belleve that Representative
Morris' estimate of 2,600 bootleggers s a
little high. We have no quarrel, however,
‘with his general conclusion. There are far
too many {liicit purveyors operating here,
and they serve as the nucleus of criminal
activity that extends into many unrelated
flelds of extra-legal endeavor.

The only way to put these criminals out
of business, we believe, Is to legalize the
sale of liquor under rigid ABC control. But
note that adjective “rigid". Since the liquor
referendum bill being prepared by Repre-
sentative Sims Is already a comprehensive
and detalled document, it seems in order to
suggest that the Delegation also consider
putting Into it some additional teeth de-
signed to guarantee that control means
Just what It says.

Opening of ABC stores will reduce boot-
legging from a multi-million dollar busl-
mess to a rather small enterprise, but it
still will not, In Itself, clean out all the
breeding-places of vice -that now thrive

| here. Some, at least, of the 250 speakeasies
Mr. Morris says are now operating in Char-
Jotte will continue to attract customers
‘who want & quick drink but don’t want to

The Re-Election Of

E-ELECTION to the presidency of the

Chamber of Commerce for another

year is a considerable compliment to J. H.

Bridges, and 1t also stands as evidence of

-the good judgment of the Chamber's board
of directors.

Chambers of Commerce always fall upon
difficult days during a period of great
munlelpal growth. When that growth coin-
tides, as Charlotte's has twice within mem-
ory, with the end of a war the difficulties
are multiplied many times. The great prob-
lem during Mr, Bridges first year in office
‘was not boosting the city, but taking care

and

buy a bottle. And the home-delivery boys,
offering 24-hour service, will continue to
find customers too hyprocritical or too Im=
patient, to patronize the legal dispensaries.

The present state prohibition laws are
full of holes big enough to drive a trailer
truck full of liquor through. And the effort
to further weaken them continues at every
session of the Legislature. There Is, for in-
stance, € bill up now which would make it
illegal for law enforcement officers to trap
a bootlegger by “undercover methods”, l.e.
purchase of illicit liquor under false pre-
tenses. Since possession is mo crime, this
would remove almost the last possible
method of enforcing the prohibition stat-
utes.

The primary goal of the ABC advocates
must be the end of bootlegging in Meck-
lenburg County. This, we suspect, Is impos-
sible of attainment, but every effort must
“be directed toward it. The appropriation of
10 per cent of the income from the sale of
liquor for a special squad of law enforce-
ment officers will help a great deal, but it
will not be enough unless the necessary
laws are passed to back them up. The Drys
have shown little concern with enforce-
ment of the prohibition laws they espouse;
the ABC advocates, If they carry the day,
must not follow that bad example.

Mr. Bridges

tion of shortages and increasing opportun-
itles for new construction
Nevertheless, there will still be many oe-
casions when it will be the Chamber's sad
duty to inform & businessman that the
town cannot provide the office space. or
the factory facllities. or the convention ac-
commodations he would like to have. That
means that 1947 will also be a year when
big plans must be made to Insure the elim-
ination of that sad duty—plans along the
lines of the proposed Merchandise Mart for
the of fashion
Mr. Bridges has shown great !k\!l at or-
and at e har-

of the already
attracted to It, or clamoring to come. That
same problem looms for 1947, although
there is reason to hope that it may be
=eased somewhat by the gradual termina-

Another Voice

A Respected

HIGH POINT ENTERPRISE is us-

lly careful with its language but In
* & news story which appeared in its columns
this past week recounting the death of one
of its constituents,” we believe that this
newspaper elther made a misstep or if not
that, has uncovered the most unusual
“character of the century.

We refer to its delineation of Willlam
Long, (Black Diamond), 65-year-old Negro
A8 & “notorious but respected bootlegger.”
Continuing our contemporary says: “De-
#pite a record of 35 charges of violating the
prohibition law during the last fifteen
years, police and members of the sheriff’s
department remember him as the man who
donated $100 to a Red Cross drive, who co-
operated to the limit during each of the
mumerous raids at his home and was frank
to admit ‘T hauled the stuff.’ Black Dia-
mond always had the best lawyers for his

= frequent appearances in court and one
‘member of the bar assoclation telis of the
© time he claimed to have pald his way out
of the State Penitentiary. Despite his long
-tourt and prison record, customers, nelgh-
| bors and Iaw enforcement officers describ-
#d him as a 'square shooter."
~ We find plenty of basis for the “notorl-
" ous” factor, in his make-up. Any. person
who has been indieted 35 times for selling
kind of poison and still finds enough
rs to rise up and call him blessed;
afforded nothing but the most expen-

E

mony that |s essential to progmn. Hl: col-
leagues, we think, were wise to persuade
him to stay at the helm to meet the great
challenge of the coming year.

9
Bootlegger?

sive lawyers and who Is supposed to have
bribed his way out of prison, certalnly has
a reputation of parts,

We are willing for the old Latin adage
that nothing but good be spoken of the
dead to hold as It relates to Black Dia-
mond. But surely for a person who has
done so much to wreck the peace and
character of a community as this man,
some other polite words could have been
found to better fit the case than “respect-
ed” and “square shooter."—Shelby Daily
Star.

e

The writings of son Elliott baffle us
—somehow recalling a crack of Charlotte
Greenwood in an old film: "Are you trying
to be funny? Well, try harder.”

Oldest of the soap operas is world di-
plomacy, with Peace putting her trust
in a long succession of well-dressed cads, or
20 history says.

A Baltimore steamfitter writes The Eve-
ning Sun fo eriticize the boller Installation
depicted In 2 comic strip. Otherwise this is
lhe hn of all wulhlu worlds,

Metals, says an expert on the Sunday
radio, become fatigued. As when a teen=
age daughter talks the ear off a telephone.

‘They Wé;lt Us To Co-Operate Betier’

PeoBle’s Platform

Thunder Of Silence -

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tue News:
BEFORE 1860 the South mroduced Washington,

Jefferson, Madison, Randolph, Marshall, Tyler,
Polk and the last of the Southern politiclans of the
first ra John €. Calhoun. Since then the Dem-
ocratic anly has produced individuals who have
been. "Big men in thelr own states,” and have been
~Educational governors,” “Good-roa governors,”
“Live-al-lome governors; but not one of them has

ade an impression upon the American people a
whole, There is & reason: Coincident with the will
ingness of the Soufh to accept the concept of sec-
tional palitical solidarity as the core of Southern
Democracy, public life lias been limited to men who
have been willing to use the Weapons necessary to
destroy, not defeat, opposition; for, where two par-
Ues exist sectional politieal solidarity carnol be
effected: and the intellect. braing, and characters of
the Soith have sought other fields than. politics
and statesmanship,

Tt has been a long descent from the tne fhtellec-
tual altitude of Jefferson, Andrew Jackson and*John
C. Calhoun, who were Sothern Democratic statesmen,
to the altitude of civil eminence of Bilbo, Clyde
Hoey and Hamilton C. Jones, who are Solid South
statesmen,

With the establishment of one party In
South most cltizens have lost a measure of Lhc!r
sense of civic responsibility; and public affairs have
‘been left, to  great extent, to those Who find it prof-
itable fo attend to them. After the successful de-
struction of oppasition the officeholders have found
that they, with their immediate dependents -m
frlends, bave enough vows lo control.  And fro

5

dicates that they are, or think they are, our Tasters
and not our servants.

All this 15 the logical result of long continued
one-party rule. Extremism defeais ftself in pali-
ties and statesmanship as well as in the exigencles
Southern Democracy

racy. and in dolig ‘o s destroyed n the
South. FEighty years of sectional pc\lltln] sclianmy
Tis made 6f ihe elcven Sold South states the whip-
ping boy of the nation, and a bygword in the mouths
of dforeigners, who say. "You [ight for democracy
abroad: you do not practice it at home.”

Let us see how elections are carried on In the
threc prize Solid South states In South Carolina,
Georgin and Mississippt with a combined population
of approximately seven million the vote at the clec-
tion of 1044 was 582000 In the two Lwo-party
states of Massachusetts and Wisconsin, which alio
have & population of almost exactly seven million,
the vole at the election of 1944 was 3.073f
in proportion to population. the vote in the two
two-party states was a normal vole then the voie
in the three ome-party states was only ome-sixth of
& normal vote.

Now, taking the officeholders in each of the
one-party states mentioned. from district school com-
mittceman 1o vorermar, and from election registrar to
United States tor, and including state. county
and municipal nl!!rthmdcm the reasonable estimate
for_each state .000, and counting four votes 1o
each officeholder (which is conservative) that would

ve 600,000 votes: almost exactly the number cast,
e discrepancy of 18,000 would-indicate that the re-
sults of the election were considered so certain that
some of the depqndenu o xxm-uclnrlu of the oli-

mhy did not trouble t
attice Is the motive of the Average voter. and

the great mi
people in the Euulh we .‘nrur only the thunder of
silence.

As the one party idea has taken hold in the
minds of the Democratic South voters find It nec
essary to look only for the word Democrat and
they do not know, m:r care, nor concern themselves
about what else is o ticket. The principles in-
volved, lh! ls.(up nL stake, the personnel of the

to the D
"In that way the voter becomes
and In that way government is
faken away from the Dedple. 'rnu 15 the end result
of sectional polltical 'solidarity. The Solid South
Democrat. has. figuratively spesking, stufred cotion
in his ears, and In doing so has kept out the sound
of political opposition. At the same time he has
drowned the sound of the symphony of American
democracy, and popular rule; and has blurred the
rhythm of the epos of a free people,
| However, the Tesult of that condition 18 inevit-
ly and
L finilons Bl any obligation to set
forth, or decldre, their views on public questions,
Witnéss the late negative campalgn of our present
Congressman, the honorable: Hamilton C. Jones. Who
knows or cyres what Mr. Jones thinks or believes?
But, of course, he is & Democrdt; that {8 the essen-
tial thing. There (s another eminent ' instance of

Eolld Santh vnle:
Democrat:

political \mncwunub\my. The eloquent and plausible
ator_from . the honorable and artful,

election permits the inference that our Represen-
tatives intend to vote as they please, upon measures
conz-ernmg the =I.n-leru. after :lecuen. and that in-

Drew Pearson’s

nd e practice of
the leaders and candidates of the Democratic Party
In the Solid South, then here'ls a section where both
the mechanism and splrit of American Democracy
have falled,
Great 1s Diana of the Epresians.” Acts XIX 24-28.
“Great 1s the Solid South."
—HOYT H. EAVES.

Wonderful

Editors, Trz New
T hais been my pleasure to be traveling In your
state for the past week under contract to Caro-
lins Assemblies, giving programs of “Fun and Musio
at the Plano" in the schools of your wonderful state,
I say wonderful- that's gOINg some when & na-
tive Californian speaks that wi
But it has been wonderful. The beauty of the
countryside, the tranquiljty of the Blue Ridge Moun=
tains as they sweep in graceful grandeur across the
panorama and one glides to & happy resting place over
the roads that skt the scehe-—in same peaceful tow
or vilars hiding modestly in amongst the trees and

FAYETTEVILLE

e schools are both graclous and receptive and
am looking forward to 8 long stay In these parts,
—GALEN MILLER HARVEY.

* The People’s Platform ts aratlable to amy

reader who cares to mount it. Communications

should be less than. 300 words, typewritten 't}

{onrbu and on only 3" stde of the paper.
and

anything goes. Each leiter must be signed, al~
though, in ezceptional cases and upon request,
we will withhold the writers name—Editor

WS,

“the ideclogical

Marquis Childs

Prayer For Congress

‘WASHINGTON

Tm: néw chyplain of the Senate,

erend Peteor Marshall,
when Lha Senate convened on the
first day of Lent offered the IH-
lowing prayer:
“Qur Father in Heaven, We pray
this body.

them in thelr offices, in committees,
and -bove all; as they meet here in
Jeglslatiy . May they never
forget hat what s dome here is

ne in & mmu, b\‘ always
they feel

before thee, and semember the in-
fluence of a good example, that
all who come to this ‘may have

Pl

a stronger faith in government of
the people, by the people, for the
people. May the Senators so speak
and act that all who wait upon
and serve them ma; in-
spired, rather than disillusioned, by
what uuy see and hear and are
asked to do. Lord Jesus, make thy-
self real to these men, that each
may feel thee sitting beside hlm

ta
seek divine guidance, It is this one.
U. 8, WEIGHT DECISIVE

In the welter of day-to-day pol-

itics, most members of Bress
1ail to see how long Is the shadow
of what they do or fail to do. They
do not understand that the weight
of "Ameriea’s economlc power is at
this moment dectsive in & precari-
ous and uncertaln world.

In dour old Huben spenceunlc-
tum, every act has its
©On June lTP;ﬂD. the 715t Con
gress passed w 381, It was
better known as the Sm
Suttag Yoy oot-Hawley

moot-Hawley Tariff Act

ralsed the tariff wall against the
products of other nations. In effect,
It slammed America's door on the
trade of the rest of the world. It
was passed over the protest of a
thousand political scientists, ccon=
omists, experts and technicians who
signed a petition polnting out what
its_consequences W

Everything the said. and a great
deal more, came true. You can
trace the chain reaction — the for-
mation of a sterling trade bloe,
the collapse of the dubjous ecoriomy
of Germany and Austrin, the onset
of the Nazl brutallty and, at the
end, global war. There were other
complicating factors. But the match

Samuel Grafton

to the fuse may well have been
that act.

The d ee:thn- the 80th Congress
takes, of falls to h‘kt. u.nmmh =

n ain ignore
far. It ey 1gsin g mﬂh iea's
ces will be {ar more dire than
';?u“um wnu after 1030.
VITAL TESTS AHEA!

Two vital decisions must be made
by Congress in the days immediate=
1y wnlla they are important
in themselves, the: alsa of the

lll:u\ce a8 IIS
e SEny we intend to Sole

first Is on the r.mllnmuun
of David z uum;hnl to be cha
man of the Atomic Energy
sion. If Lillenthal s rejected for
reasons of prejudice, intolerance
and the power of special interests,
which will be the real reasons be-

hind all the careful rationaliza~ -

tion, 1t will be & demonstration of
fallure in sel{-government. It s &
picture of Ameriea — all-powerful
America — cowering before & shad-

military, W
profession demands, solely in terms
of a weapon of destruction, This
45 to say nothing of the direct
effect on the whole atomic energy
project, which is slowing to a stand=

The second decision 18 on the
‘budget. If the cut is too deep, then

we shall default on our responsibili- -

ties, Tt.will come at the expenss of
our armies of occupation in Japan

President Truman has requested for
relief to fill in the gap left by the
ending of UNRRA. y even
Eoma a\l: of the budget for national

Thu Tast 15 & signpost the world
will have no trouble in reading. It
will be unmistakably clear that we

our backs on the great vold
ed by the 11qu1d-l|on of the British

re.
LUN!EQUF\'CES FORESEEN
‘These the decislons. The con=
sequences can be almost as rure[y
known as they were known by the
thoughtful men who petitioned
against the Smoot-Hawley tarft, At
the end of the chain reaction this
time will be World War III, and

We st nslde weeks for this and
that purpose, some frivolous, some
serious. This might be a good time
to designate as Pray For Congress
week.

Czech' Compromises

PRAGUE

YOU can feel the tensions here,
under the surface, not by the
amount of public controversy, whic
is small, but by the shape the Czech
economy s taking. The Caechs
have rejected the Russian idea of
state trusts, each in charge 9f An
entire industry. Their goal is to
nave each pationalized factory run
as business by a little autonomous
state-owned corporation. It is as if
they wanted, even under nationali-
zation, to keep as much of the
Western way as they could, as if
they were comforting themselves by
preserving st least the forms of
Western life, hoping that thelr lit-
1le autonomous

if only so much as & wax flower re-
sembles the original

‘WANT FREEDOM
The esire for political
reedom 1s nd Czechs seem

BIraid that f the forms change too
much, the substance of political lib-
also. But fn

Zontent, the Grechs are opening up
& whole series of problems entirely
new to the world, iike boxes within
hoxes, How, for example,
private firm (and there are many
amall ones left here) compete with
An autonomous state corporation?
Both presumably will pay taxes,
but_what if the state corporation
cant? Do two state officials then
meat and have a quarrel? Or does
‘the state sell part of ltself out to
pay taxes lo faelt?

too, s 1t patriotic or un-
pmmur for & private firm to com-
pete with a atate corporation, and

back?  The

Crechs, looking and then
West say firstly that each autono-
mous corporation must stand on its
own feet. But will the state, In a
false Schizold calm. sit by and let
a private firm snatch a fat con-

-tract from under its nose? If na-

tionalization s right and pro
why should state pretend to
be disinterested and why shouldn't
it give all possible help to its own
units? ~

Here you take snother slide on
sandpaper. * What
will Indeed be the long-range trend
10 relations between the state and
the automobile co a?_Won't

the state try eventually, to rationale
ize Industry, i

really stand by, a5 a bllthe impar-
tial umpire, and let a dozen &
tonomous  corporations  compete
with each other in  making the
Czech equivalent of corn flakes?
But to take the other road Is to
g0 In the direction of the slate

HARD WINTER

The Crzechs dont know the an-
swer; they know only that It is &
hard Winter and’the snow is high
on Prikopy St., and they are trying
desperately to make a stable mixe
ture of soctalism and freedom.

There,is another problem remain-
ing, almost as standard it Europe

Ay as the cold In the head.
Caechoslovakia, llke every country
1 have been in, Is passionate for
exports. That welrd feeling you get
in Europe, that each nation Ls trys
ing. as with & strange kind of in-
véfse politeness, 1o folst its best
on the world and keep its worst,
flares highest here, for 30 per cent
of Crechoslovakia's income nor=
mally rests.on forelgn trade, But
no nation has ever tued a heavy
socialist export trade. That idea i3
even newer than atomic energy:
and some Czechs wonder what will
happen 10 exports, their living link
with the West, at the hands of the
autonomous corpprations which are
being created by the state and sent
out. like o many busy bees, to Work.
FROZEN PATTER

There are whispers that the Com=
munists want by-pass  thess
problems by -expropriating what
remains of middle class business
property and preparing for closer
eventual relations with Russia. But
the others hold on as best they can,
And try to keep their heads, All of
Europe has been struggling, during

this strange hard Winter, with two

problems, first the snow, and sece
ond the question of how to recons
clle freedom with planning: and it
1s here in Prague that one sees men
most clearly torn between the a
ternatives. If they are calmer than
other people,

here they sec the problem presented
In its most naked form, with the
kind of candor that staps the wises
crack at 1t birth, and-frezes the
Yon't _patter in the-thros!

Merry-Go-Round .

"WASHINGTON

ANY states of the Unluﬂ sule- require every dalry
cow within their borders to be t.ed for tuberculosis
once m year. Governor Tom has now taken the
revolutionary step of elevating human beings to the same

vel 12 cows.
2l erery man, woman snd child in New ank
State not ony will gt & tuberculosis test but also wil i
State Hospitals wvallable for ihelr care It Decessary.
At n time when Republicans e pinching
the Federal budget even to the extent of wiping ‘out the
school milk program, the Republican Governor of New
Xork nas quadrupied his health budget in order to battls

tuberculosis,
He is co-ordinating New York hospitals so that cer-
taln institutions fn healthy countles such o mln:::,
o

[

which are virtually empty, Will be taken over by

This will prevent the construction of more hospitals at =

time when bullding materials sre critical and their use would
terfere with veterans’ hopsing.

Note—Worst tuberculosls patch in New York State is
among the, Negro population of Harlem. Migration from the
warm South, plus crowded living conditions has made Harlem
one of the first T. B. areas in the USA.

Rankin In Reverse
J)UBING the long years under Roosevelt, the best triend
and wily of Minarity mnuﬁllm In the Eouse of Rep-

mem.mm was_ Root gressman John
baxh- :t his fellow Demamu uurl
brought. howls oi Jaughter and rounds use from the

I-lnlﬂlh goaded the

iesissippian ind mnnluu
low that the Republica saddle, however,
mlnnu are different. Rankin im't lht -Ih he used to be, - In
he’s almost more critical of the Republicans than of

the Northern Democrats. Talking in_the Foui cloakroom
the other day, the gentleman from Mississippl opined:

“In mearly one month t and
te which was going to do_everything,

Senate, the Sena has
to ita credlt three mujor accomplishments: Unanimous con-
firmation of two Democral and Fanny

rats—CGeorge
‘Perkins—to high.posts, and. the STARUDE Of & 80-day VAca-
tion,with pay.to Bilso.
there are 51 Republican Senators, and if we
$1250, monthly salary of a mem-

iy ‘that umver b
mnlr.\rp y I g $65,650—about $21250 per

her. ': get ISE grand tatal of

Bob Allen 's New Book
BOB ALLEN, who used to do & Job on

this colymn, today brings out a job on the-sites of the

DS, His new book, “Our Fair Clty doss to the sprawling

? bossism and bzarre achitecture which we
ol elties what Lincoln Steffens did on the same subfect
twent; eArs

Bob hac corralled & stable of newsmen all the way from
Boston, to Butte, und under his editorial direction, they

e dissected the bosses that run the citles, the newspapers
1hat tolerate and tometimes, conpire with: the bostes, the
light districts that. pay tribute to the
on dﬂwn the line.

The book makes you realize that while we throw stones
at Goyernments in forelgn countries we could do a little
stone throwing right here at home.

Vets Housing Crackdown

OME bullders who have been defsing Federal regulations

on Vet ousing had better start consulting their
lawyers.

Certain bullders in the Denver and Cleveland areas
being haled Into court o show h:mqnumluu

- Dewey Takes Notable Step In War On T. B.

file sales reports on housing begun before controls were
lified last Dee. 24, This housing, numbering more than
350,000 units, still Is aifected by price controls and veterans'
priorities.

Furthermore, the Denver and Cleveland cases are only
curtaln raisers to a nation-wide crackdown on bullders,
who are still required to file the sales reports with the OPA
(now a part of the Office of Temporary Controls). OPA
compliance officers have evidence "ihat there have been
widespresd violations, with the result that many vets have
been gypped.

action was decided on at a confidential meeting ‘

al
of nﬁmg Administration and OPA officlals With represen-
tatives of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Vet-
e Committee and the AMVETS. However, It required
some two-flited prompting by the vel spokesmen (o get
John Sink, Housing Expediter Frank Creedon’s Tepresenta:
tive, to agree to the crackdown.

“T don’t think it is a good policy to bring action sgamst
the bullders at this time, when we have to keep everybody
on the .rfo producing homes.” objected Sink, "It may cause

Jot of trouble and only serve to allenate the bullders.

“Well, it's one thing or the other” declared Wesley
Pearce of the V'Fw. "You*m either going to have compli-
ance or you're going to have Il You can't enforce

compliance 'llhnut hurting somebod : ‘bullder
chiseling or defying the law he ought 4 g e

“The only way to stop v!nlll.lom is to clamp dnvm and get
criminal convictions™

Andrew Newman of‘the AVG and Alien Solada of the
AMVETS strongly seconded this So did the OPA
spokesman. Finally, Sink gave in l'llen the vet trio
lﬂ.;ln their - organizations  solidly belund the

ve, -



