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Soviet Bluff And Bombast For *48

M PARIS come reports that the
Communists are preparing & co-0r-
dinated offensive in France, Italy, Greece,
Turkey and Austria, timed for next March.
From Moscow comes & Teview of the. year
by Izvestia declaring that the capitalist
countries made no gains in 1947 while the
glorious Soviet and, its satellites made spec-
tacular economic advances. The Commun-
ist clatms for 1947 and the Red threats for
1948 have the sound of propaganda de-
signed to cover up the fact that the last
year wasn't so good for the Marxist cause
" in Western Europe and the Soviet position
for a new offensive is steadlly deterlorat-

In the Mediterranean, the Soviet posi-
tion has been weakened by American mill-
tary and economic assistance to Oreece
and Turkey, by the united front which the
United Btates and Britain have presented
against Soviet penetration In that area and
by ereation of UN's Balkah wateh commis-
slon. : :

" In Austria, Soviet occupation tactics have
arrayed the population and Government
solidly on the side of the democracies.

France has turned definitely against
,Communist Russla snd the French Cmn-
' munists have lost heavily among the peop!
and the labor unions as a result of '.hn m—
cent Comintern-inspired distdrbagees.

The same trend Is pronounced in Italy,
which has shown unexpected strength in
meeting the leftist attacks In strikes and
other demenstrations,

Britain and France have Instituted bold
*gusterity” programs to deal with Inflation.
Production in Britalin has made substantial
gains. Holland, Belglum apd several other
nations on the continent have made -n-
couraging progress to
covery. America,” at the peak of its lndru-
trial power, is heading into another boom
year.

Sixteen European nations have folned

. the United Btates in a bloc for broad col-

lectivé action on the solld economic foun-
dation offered by the Marshail Plan.

In the United Nations, Russia suffered
thres setbacks in the resolutions creating
the Balkan watch, the “Little Assembly”
and the Korean independence commis-
slons.

In the Western Hemlsphere, the isolation
of natlve Communists advanced all along
the line from South America to Carada
and 8 great bulwark for the New World
was erected by the Inter-American Treaty
for Reclprocal Assistance, creating a se-
curity zone that extends from pole to pole.

As we approach the dawn of 1948, Soviet
bluster and new Communist activity should
not blind us to the fact that the Western
world made long strides toward revival in
1047, At the same time it i3 clear that the
“cold war” has not yet been won and that
final victory for the West depends on no
relaxation of vl:ﬂmu and no interrup-
tion in the policies’which have thus far
proved so successtul.

Vittorio Emanuele’s Legacy

THE tragedy of Vittorio Emanuele, the
onetime king of Italy who died In exils
Bunday, there is a moral for our times.
However, It 1s not 'the moral that is drawn
by Dewitt Mackenzle, Assoclated Press for-
elgn affairs analyst, who writes that
Emanuele “brought about his own downfall
by trying to combat a great evil with ap-
pe:ument Instead of fighting Mussolinf's
an creed in 1922, the monarch Ig-
the sdvice of his ministers and
hmled power to the Fascist leader™

The historical fact is that the king hand-
ed power to Mussolinl not to appease tlw
Fasclsts but to suppress the C

Thelr antl-Communist crusades were the
spearhead of a drive against all llberal
parties and democratic institutions. against
Iabor unlons and civil rights. Parliaments
were reduced to assemblles of stookes. Cas=
tor ofl, the rubber truncheon, the heads-
man's ax and the coneentration eamp re-
placed the free baljot. Nations were turned

. into military states to serve the unre-
“strained econy

c nationalism of the fi-
nanclal, industrial and commerclal powers
that supported the dictatorship. War was

the unavoldable result, and no one gained

except the Communlsts.
The moral of Vittorlo Emanuele's: so-
of as Dewitt

Italy, and the moral of his life, a5 we see lr.,
1s that disaster 'all around 1s the inevitable
consequence when men and nations turn
o rightist dictatorship to oppose revolu-

change and from

called
Munnx!o reads it, is beware uf ApDeases
ment of Communlsm. As we read it. the
moral 1s beware of the scare 83 8
xmnxucman for reaction from the right.

the left. As a result of Emanuele’s experi-
ment with a strong-arm “protector”
agalnst the Reds, Italy was led down the
road to complete reaction, war and defea!
the king lost his throne, and the Reds
multiplied in the resulting chaos:

Both Mussolinl of Italy and Hitler of
Germany rose to power by the same route,
selling themselves as foes of Communism
to powerful reactionary Interests In thelr
countries. They arose to end “appease-
ment” of the left with violence and terror.

GOP Hears Inflation

ARE signs that thé

are delib-

grmbe).y alding and abetting that move-
ment, hoping to frighten the Western
people into another experiment with au-
thoritarian rule. They have good reason for
‘belleving it would bring on the final col-
lapse of the capitallst world. The hope for
peace and recovery in the survival of
the democratic center, which would pre-
serve the llberties of the common man and
defeat Communism by removing the soclal
and economic conditions which make men
bitter and hopeless.

Rumbles

more with the

don't feel 5o good about their “antl-
Inflation” program. They' were highly
pleased with it and with themselves when
they jammed thelr bill through the special
session of Congress, attaching to it a few
grants of power that would induce Presi-
dent Truman to sign the measure, It then
looked like a dandy scheme to sidetrack the
Administration's program and shift some
of the inflation blame to the President.
Now the GOP masterminds are beginning
to display some doubts.
Senator Taft didn't have an

on measures to check Inflation.

Benator Ball, Republican, asserts that the
President’s statsment “smells & bit of poli-
tics.” However, the man on & modest salary
and the housewife are apt to find that Mr.

“Truman used nnderstatement in describing

the GOP voluntary program as “feeble”
and “Inadequate.” It provides for seif-con-
trol on a hit-and-miss basis, depending on

. whether certain industries are willing and

able to reach agreements. If some agree-

. ments don't work out to the public interest,

thm 1z no remedy in the law. The bill sets

comeback when President Truman assailed
the GOP plan for a voluntary system of
rationing and price regulation as “feeble™
and “pitifully Inadequate.” At the same
time that he was preparing a relatively
mild retort to President Truman's state- *
ment, Mr. Taft let It be known that seversl
“antl & will be

1aid befor the GOP policy group which he
heads early next week. Senator Flanders,
Vermont Republican, announced .that he
had reached the “reluctant conclusion that
we will have to Institute statutory ration-
ing on meat” and that higher living costs
justify wage Increases. Senator White of
Maine, GOP Floor Leader, speaks up for

From The St. Louis Post-Dispatch

system,
whleh provides thl.l Congress shall pass
on Administral for rationing
of critically mme commodities. That de-
vice seems to hive been deslaned exoressly
w delay and frustrate orderly, effective

rationing.

If the buylng public gets the idea that it
has been sold a bill of goods In the name
of “inflation control” as seems likely, the
howl of rage over high prices soon will
carry an ominous sound for Taft & Co.
Many observers have all along
that the Republicans will encompass thelr
own defeat in 1048, and they seem to have
made a good start In that direction on
the price spiral.

Sad Story From Wyoming

AD" I8 the word for describing the ap-

pointment by the trustees of the Uni-
versity of Wyoming of a committee to read
several hundred In use in the
Laramie school to determine whether m!

burning of hooks.

But are the Americans of the future to
be brought up in lgnorance of rival philo-
sophies and economic systems? If so, how
are they to judge the American way when

‘There is In th.l action a gratuitous insult
to the good sense and patriotism of the
faculty—especially the teachers of the so-
eial sclences—which Is properly resented by-
the student body.

And because the university's trustees did
not define “subversive and un-American,”
there also !s an affront to 1nlelueenee
Under these

suddenly them with
‘What,
will they have, what knﬂ'l.aﬂlﬂ will but-
tress thelr bellef that the American way I8
the better way? «

And what happens to h& freedom of in-
quiry, that right to examine, to criticize
and to propose reforms which, in the past,
has kept our democracy I vigorous,
resillent, always sdapting itself to new

because of the threat to make this inquisl-
tion an annual affair—this looks like &
witeh hunt pure and nmp!e.

As usual, the

and new times? Is our wiy—and
the defense of it—henceforth to be Blind-
ness?
That Is Lh! way of the totalitarlan pro-
be he

and the historians get :peclal mcnuun. .
it is found that their books mention Kari
Marx or In any way suggest that any other
people have taken a w-y ounr than :hn of

dead Nazi or live Soviet

commissar. And look at the end-fruits of

German book-burning! ‘But there's more

involved here than good sense. There is al-

50 high principle at stake—the constitu-
frei

a narrowly
italism, there Is likely La bu a xmmlnl md

edom of thought
-mﬂ expression.

They Can’t Do That To Us?

U. 8. Decision Wise

Our Disagreement With Panama

By BUMNER WELLES
Former Under Becretary of Slate

NEW_YORK
has been much mummmmmnn'ox the
reasons ection

by the Panamanian Natluml Ammn\y of tne gree-
ment for defense bascs.

Reaction i this country has varied the
angry and intemperate charges of “Ingratitude” heard
in some Congressional circles to the repented asser-
tion by the press that the action of the nssembly
as due to Communist Influence o 10 rank Yankee-
phabla.

It ls true that Communist agitators played s
part in dncillng mass PrOLests mgsinst the agreemen:
It is equally true that recent policies of the Can
uthorities by which the Panamanian people fries
been deprived of legitimats commercial opportunities
in the zome, and which have discriminated against
P.nmmum in the matter of employment, have
stimulated anti-American feeling.

But the issue which is primarily responsible seerms
ta be wholly overlooked,

The treaty of 1903, which gave the United States
the right to construct the Panama Canal, contained
provisions which relegated Panama ta the status of &

rotectorate. reaty not Only gave this gav-
ernment the right to mtervene In the. republic. bt
It also gave it the power o expropriate any lands
Within the territory of Panama that iL might upi-
Taterally declare were needed for the defense or
malntenance of the

For thirty-three years thls right of exproprin-
tion was exsreised with little consideration for_the
susceptibilities nr legitimate Interests of the Pan-
amanian people. as not infrequently enforced
wﬂ.n nn real justification.

1s hard enough for a soverclgn peoplr to have
thets mntry divided by a corridor under allen juris-
diction, But the Inevitable problems which the ca-
were greatly nggravated so long as no
Panumaniari clizen could be sure that his land
might taken from him by American dictate,
and 80 lnn. as the Panamanian people saw% & con-
tinuous extension of American jurisdiction over
thelr territory.
ROOSEVELT TREATY

treaty of 1936 waa negotlated by the Roose-
velt Administrition In order to eliminate such treaty
provisions ns thess. It ended a host of injustices
It placed the relationship between the two countries
on & basls of partnership, Both partners assumegd
responsibllity for the adequate defense and main-
tenance of the canal. The new treaty lald the
foumaation for triendly co-operation.

Panama was ane of the first American republics
ta declare war upen_ the Axis after P

ple carried out thelr abllnh
tlons under the treaty of 1936 In pirit as el na in
ler.ur Before the end of 1042 they had leased 13¢
ases in every part of the nnuhl: to the United
antu for defense elr only Insistence
was that when the war was over these sites should
be promptly returned.
DELAY GIVING UP BASES

‘Unfortunately ll'lr V-J Day the United States
delayed unduly In returning these bases, After pro-
tracted legalistic qulhbnn( 120 were handed back, but
fourteen were still retained. e Government of
Panama finally agreed to negotiate new leases to

Drew Pearson’s «

cover the bases #1il] In American hands, The United
States [irat demanded & ninety-nine year lease for
the large aviation base at Rio Hato, then thirty
years, and {inally twenty When the agreement was
st length signed the tactics employed by this Gov-
ermment had necessarlly created the Lmpression
throughout Panama that the United States was re-
verting to the nracties of those prerogatives it had
loresworn In the treaty of 1936

Dr. Harmodlo Arfus, one of the new world's ablest
statesmen. was oresident of Panama when the treaty
of 1936 was negotiated. He recently declared ihat
Panama has “the right and the duty to delegate to
the United Stales the necessary Authorizaton
establish L ‘In cnse of any
aggfesslon that endangers the security of the re
public or the neutralil security of the canal'’
He expressed the opinion that world conditions today
create a Stuation In which every necessary measure
must be taken to protect the canal. But he express-
#d with equal frankness his conviction that a I
giving the United States the Tight to bold Pan-
amanian bases for sa long  period ns twenty years,
#olely because of present conditions, was “unreason-
abla an d therefore *
with the letter and the spirit of the treaty of 19367

1 believe a great majority of Panamanians share
tnose opmions It is not that Panama is unwilling
to comply with her obligation to co-operate in the
defense of the canal. It is mereiv that the Panaman-
1an people object o an allenation of some of their
territory for a period of time longer than that whicn
the extsting emergency would seem to JUSLIY
OUR ACTION WISE

In view of the rejection of the proposed lease
by the Panamunian  Asembly this Government
cowld have reached no wiser decision than to return
every one of the bases ihmediately to the jurisdic-
tion of Panama

The actlon taken will do much to create con-
fidence In the good will and In the good faith of this
G the

Ings Which have arisen. There ls no reson 1o sup-
pose that an agreement for the lease of such bases
a3 may be necessary cannol be reached If this Gov-
ernment is prepared to consent to a shorter term
than that previously fixed. or that the Government of
Panama would not be disposed later to extend the
lease should it then be demonstrated that world con-
ditions made It necessary

e step now taken by the United States will
clear the ntmosphere, We may hope that the Lrri-
tations and resentments of the past few months il
now be forgotten and that a new agreement within
proper limitations may rapidly be concluds

Quote, Unquote

is why the same woman who
blasts in sheer nylons also insists
per cent of the bedclothes.—

Another myster
braves the Wintr:
on BpPropriating
Roanoke Times

The Southern six-year-old with the #0-inch wals
measure is a living example of the consequences of
becoming careless and swalloRing one‘s bubble gum —
Greensboro Daily News.

He who dances now pays the fiddler and Petrillo
too—Elizabethtown (Ky.| New,
oesn'l some smart clothing maker make
Kids' clothing the same color as the corner lot?—
Tallahassee Democrat,

Stewart Alsop

Vandenberg’s Decision

WASHINGTON.
LL THE evidence seems to point
‘Yo the astonishing conclusion
that  Michigan's 8enator
Vandenberg actually does not want
the Republican Presidential nom-
ination. This ls admittedly diffi-
cult to believe. A major Republl-
can figure who has a real chance
for the nomination, and yet nn—
crrrl) does not want it Is as
se days as & emm o disikes
cnndg Yet the od ex-

.mmwn ne will be able to de-

te himseif entirely to the job of

h.mmru-u out a sound forelgn aid

d this is

Fnr now that the grest debate oo

European ry Program is

Thout to” wegin o Gapital ml,
Vandenbery, a5 chatrman_ of

o Commite

muelnmznun fo:
start on Jan. T -hmﬂum

s in Wunman that Vanden-
berg has been quite sincere in hu
final

disclaimers. And a final ltem of
evidence 1s now available which
Inescapably sugges i the
Presidentil bee ever occupied the

Vandenberg.bonneL. Jt has now been
firmly expelled

For there 15 good reaso
Lieve thAL

v out,as Michigan's
8o, thus destroying his own ma-
jor political asset 1a a patential
candidate for the Republican nom-
ination.  According Lo present
plans, in the next few wecks Van-
letter 1o

Republican organtzation.
ter will thank the Michigan Re
publicans for their past loyalty,
hut It will emphasize that he is not
s candidate for the nomination.
And although in the lust three
conventlons Vandenberg has been
Michigan’s favorite son. the letter
Wil suggest that this time Michi-
gan's Republicans look elsewhere.
UAL DEEISION
silence on  Van

berg's part would ensure a solid
Vandenberg delegation from Michi-
gan at the Republican Convention

h a salid delegation
might quite conceivably serve as a

Bols no attractions for him. Cer-
niy this is & Novel decision when
i oiner ieading Republicans, an
ood many not so leading, want
the  Republican nomination
badly they can almost smell it.

Tt 13 niso an important deciston
Vandenberg has aiready flatly as-
gerted -that he will never run for
the Senate again, By firmly with-

drawing from the Presidential
sweepstal he will achleve the
envisble itlon of p politictan

who will never again have to face
an election He will also be free
of those nagging night-thoughts
which enevitably disturb the Test
Un-

Samuel Grafton

before 's
gin. It is Vandenberg's mnum
to use hiy committée a3 the central
stage of the natlonsl debate om

necessary
my elther pro or con on the pro-

BTRM.
Kl'inl ALL SIDES
Views of erery stripe will e

Vandenberg ls making no before=
the-fach commitments on E. R. .
Yet it ls Teasonably safe to predict

pro;
glon which will mmu.uy emerge
from committ be sound
and emcuu. He will mmln.\v in-
the Initial sppropriation

‘Vandenberg's
ment in steering l-lu m{:ﬁm ald

chances certainly are a
ate will eventually, no doubt with

many protesting groans, follow hh
lead.. Clearly the real "danger
E R. P. in

try, may yet serve to blunt thess
axes. ¥

Year Of Confusion

NEW YORK

7 ¥AS the year in which we
finally realized that Roosevelt
Roasevelt's day. gov-

tereat in how you acted. what you
s0ld your goods for. how much You
ate. and where you gof it. But this

was the year in which government
(taken as a whole, all branches to-
getnery lost its interest in what
prices you charged. and where you
Slept. and how you were doing on
. but developed ®  wholly
t in what you were

as the year of a convulsive

turn in the age-old battle between
the individual and the State. It
was the year in which 'prtea con-
trol ended, and our eco
T e or the theory that It O cand
Dest serve our needs If left uncon-
trolied and unsupervised, Bcore one
for freedom. Bus It was also d
year in which gnﬂrnment nuin lu
look for dangerous thoughts in the
minds of its employeea, and In ‘ehich
Americans suddenly began to stare
into edch other’s eyes, wondering
about each other's loyalty. Score
one for wha

Tt was_the year of culmination
of fourtéh years of effort to reduce
the power of the Federal Govern-
ment But. like all years of over-
turn, it was a year of confuslon.
The Federal “snooper” was
out of the butcher storea at last. but
Holiywood was forced Into & cata-
leptic state of fear lest some camers.
angle be interpreted as et
slant, or a pink tnge.

Tt was the year in which .we
(and ita the best and
proudest. argument in the world)
that the great difference between
ourselves and Russla was that here
you could_think what you pleased.

nobody cared; but it was also
the year In Which a pumber of per-
sons showed that they cared very
much. It was the year ln which
you could sell a chop for my price
you liked, but in which you could

Join cértaln left-wing
only on pain of being dmhd -7 =
Om.cmnum 1ob for the rest of your

lL was the conservitive
swing which ll"l some men more
freedom mmmheunmm
d over and ci

reated pew pall-

lnhlhluuu for”other men. It
sad equation were

u-z mum-ted to the effect that if

re freedom to Blll you

o

f

aad and false equation, running

counter Lo the principle of unlimit-
progress toward {reedom for all,

which is the glory of Western

mu:xln.-.

‘ s
also the Year of Big
mht and that may sccount for
some of it, for the
» feasonable

of the great ch-ht!l of the year:

that
domestic kv!l‘ltindn!n!.

It has been & year In & corridor,
ot bumpy and perverse, and lined
with distorting m nmhn-
rmuecnla
rooms; huh!n !ﬂl'ull

forward
progress. Per]

Sut of It with our W
tact and our wonderful stock nt
lnedum still in our

and_complex parcel with so
mu:h more kk. all may
not_realize’ ft than & dollar pound
of beef.

Merry-Go-Round *-

MAR:
%, Taxzs about ten hours for a fast train to rave) o
seross Prance to, Murumu The French Friend-
ship frain however, took- (hres. doss
ot eh aecident * The schedule was deliberate-
1y planned that way, in order to duplicate in reverse the
‘American Priendship’ Train which required eleven days o
{ravel Trom Los Angeles to New York
Not only was the schedule purposely slow. but the
Prench train even carrled the same lype of flaicar equip-
ped with & loudspesker a4 the American train from which
we made speeches at rallroad statior the b 5
Because the Priendship rom the American
people, nt the Covernment, Geottrey Sarmons, cdltor of the
Paris edl the New York Herald Tribune was asked
o' accompany fne iraln 3 ehalfman and masier of cere-
monleés.
At each station, the local French Friendship Comanitice.
topetiet with the Americans accompanying the train, climb-
the fiatcar and Parsons led off with a brief speecn
teling how e rain Was orgenized tn the Unlted Sthtes, how
it had collected coniributions from all walks of American
:mp-;d ‘was truly a spontaneous gesture from the American
people.

Mostly For Children

JFOLLOWING this, Robert Blake of American Ald lo France
explained briefly that the food was golng chiefly to
French children and told how ing laributed through
French schools, urpm.nuu and hospite 50 Intros
duced uprmnuu heee Amacritan churth groups

I at the ages of & and 10, kept chickens and sold eqgs.
cording te her, 1 would ring the doorbell, then push my &m:
the Housewife and do the talking.

plaining the Friendship Train to the French people

He told varlous storles about the schoolchildren. the
labor untons, the businessmen. the churches. the farmers and
the different towns which contributed to the traln and he
did 1t s graphically that it brought cheers {rom the crowds
at the ratiroad sta

The local mayor mrn reapanded, followed by the prefect.
The former Is ¢lected by the people of the city, the latter
Is the representative of the French Government, appointed
xmm Par

every city, the raflroad statlon was packld with peo-
pie—v.-mmmn lined the platform for a couple of bIocks.

The station at Valence, Just two weeks before our arriv-
al, had been the scene of a bitter rallroad strike. Four men
had been killed. Bullet holes still marked the walls. The

Communist-inspired. Wwas partly sgainst recelving
American ald under the Marshall Plan. But on lls
l!nr\l{!ldn the bullet marks, when the Friendship Train ar-

. was a huge banner reading: “Welcome et merel!”

Incidentally, one thing which has made a great mpres-
slon In France Is the fact that many American railroad
workers cantributed thelr salaries for one day to help haul
the Friendship Tram across the The fact that the C10
steel workers union in Pittsburgh gave a carload of milk and

Catholic and Jewish— which are
ther with of two Frencn

Ih
groups, the French Red Cross and Entre'aide.

T spoke next and, after a few words In very poor French,
turned the microphone aver to my brother, Leon. aa a spokes~
man for me.

My mother used to tell the story of how my brother and

In Windber, Pa., a car
ek greatly impressed left-wing French labor ieaders
some extent {t has taken the wind out of thelr argument

that IUs only American capitalists who want 1o help the e m

Prench and for purely imperialistic reasons.
At Valence, scene of the recent bitter radlroad strike,
several CommunIst members of the City Councll came Lo the

French Villagers Cheer Friendship Train

Friendship Train uc!pllnn In the City Hall. They stayed in
the backgrounc d seemed more curious than hospitable.
But other mnunmm Cmarked. tat publlc omm was 50
strong for the Friendship Train, the Communists obviously
u:ouum It was smart politica to be present.
t American rallroad stations, the
mnn-u only 45 minutes. But because nothing had
ever come through Prance before, the French insisted that the
train stay \ﬂhm’ our u-unlmum stop} therefors, wis two
hours and in some cases we xpent the entire & and
evening being Tetea by these hmp!'-lhl! people.

French Merry-Go-Round

(B HENRI 1 QIRAUD, leader of the Prench.foroes in
North Africa who co-operated with U.S. troops, came to
visit the Priendship Tvain at its first .w;..—nuu . At the

e walls * ture.

of youngs

place . . arked a Prench electrician who operated the

lnud.lpelltr for the Friendship Triin: “During t2a yee

automobile was machine- by

Ty chautéeur was killed and T was wounded In three
1 hnam ||nd nmmn-m However, the

hat when they shot st e

Sy mista Fee that Tricads sometimes make.  For the

lrmt lime 'sinco the war. T have got over being anti-Amers

can.”
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