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* Our First Line Of Defense

LITTLE more than 170 years ago &
small, slender man stood firmly on the
quarterdeck of the United States ship
# Ranger and, with black and brilllant eyes,
walched the American flag flutter for the
first time from the peak of an
man-of-war. Since that memorable day
aboard the renowned 300-ton corvette
commanded by John Paul Jones, the Unit-
ed States Navy has carried that Btar-Span-
gled Banner acroas every meridian of long-
ftude and across every plnlld of latitude
unntermmmhumnlenmm-nﬂ

two centurles; it Is being honored for bat-

m Gulf or Okinawa dot the
our newspapers. But I.humkot

Food Saving Brings

IKE THE distillery workers and the
chickens, we are unable to regard our

Charles Luckmah, chatrman of the Citi-
.zens Food Committee, expressed himself as
*highly gratified” Saturday at the shut-
down of plants producing more than 98
per cent of the nation’s whisky and Indus-
trial alcohol for a 60-day holiday, which
may result In a saving of 10,000,000 to 13-
000,000 bushels of wheat, corn and other

ﬂmqmmmmuutwnhm-
what
will be done for 10,000 W 12,000 workers

who will be laid off for the W-dly perlod.. -

We do I'ul' take the easy
in some quarters,
difficulty in find new, Jobs for these
‘men. Although & brisk labor ‘market pre-

‘vails in most of the comunitles In which

will work both Inconvenlence and hard-
2hip on hundreds of familles that exist on
nder margin. On the other hand, it is
mllly clear that the industry should not
be penalized further ‘by: being forced to
meet demands for “standby” pay and dam-

Danger In De Gaul

ARE having ty in

view, expressed
lthu--hnuldhnn.

‘men who served in World War II have been

into strong reserve units, well
~trained and well disciplined. Research with
new wea guns, radar, gulded
, fissionable ‘materials — has con-
tinued bahl.nd the scenes, almost without
fanfare, without publicity.

Today the Unlted States Navy exists as

a constant warning to our potentlal ene-
mies and & Source of comfort to the Amer-
ican people, It has not grown soft and
flabby; It has not completely relaxed its
war-time vigll. The fleéts of the Navy,
though siderably trimmed from the pre-
ponderant war tonnage and manpower,
still are hard hitting, well-equipped squad-
‘Yons capable of striking #nd striking hard
on short notice. They are fleets which the
American people may well hold dear in
thelr hearts.

It was on Quiberon Bay, France, on Feb.
14, 1778, that John Paul Jones and the
American Navy first tasted the deep satis-
factlon. of a salute to the American flag
from the muzzles of forelgn guns. It yas
such a satlstylng salute that Jones delib-
erately salled through the French’fleet
again on the following day to receive an-
other cannon salute. Since those days our

+ Navy has been the reciplent of countless

salutes, forelgn and domestle, important
and unimportant. But, with a strong feel-
ing of pride, we too fire a nolseless, pow-
derless 21-gun salute to the United States
Navy.

New Problems

age actions in behalf of the workers. The
problem is one that should be worked out

* In Washington, and one for which adequate
provision should have been made at the
outset.

The short-sighted and hasty planning
behind the program fs even more
glaringly in the case of poultryless and
eggleas Thursday, which doesn't save zn!n
but does the

v That ‘New Look®

Better Than Federal Aid

OXFORD

Editors, Tue Nws:
regional concept anent education® emanating
from the recent Conference of Southern Gover-
nors Is most encouraging. It s fine as & counter

nomic security of the poultry and egg ln-

dustry. The fewer fowls we eat, the more *

birds there are on the farms to consume
the preclous mash. There are 116 million
non-producing hens and pullets and 30
million turkeys ready for the market be-
tween now and January 1. These are fin-
ished birds which consume one and one-
half to two pounds of feed a week until
they are sold. Poultryless Thursday delays
their mwmem to market, prolongs the
drain on the feed stocks, and depresses
prices. A slight decline will place both
chickens and turkeys at 90 per cent of
parity, at which point the Government is
committed to enter the market Lnd buy for
price-suppor surely Is &

rting purposes. This
hiird and expensive way of accomplisting

little or nothing for the hungry Europeans.

©Of course, the Washington planners dls-
like to admit that they made a mistake.
Their delay In acknowledging it adds to

* public coffusion and emphasizes the need

for the development of more adequate ra-
tioning machinery. We need better plan-
ning not only for the present program to
conserve grain for Europe but also for a
system that will earry this country through
the domestic food shortage that lles ahead.

’s France

the view that the Communists have
suffered a severe setback In the recent
French elections, which brought that mys-
tery man, De Gaullg, to the fore agaln.

For one thing, we note that the French
Communists made a galn with the voters
at the same time that General De Gaulle's
Rally of the French People was staging its
startling advance to the leading position.
For another, we observe that all the mod-
erate non-Communist partles were weak-
ened and the Popular Republican move-
ment was virtually wrecked in this compe-
tition, clearing the stage for the showdown
between the extreme right and left.

This development may sult De QGaulle,
who obvicusly hopes to set himself up as a
rightist dictator. It also may please those
who cheer any anti-Communist victory
without asking questions. The big question
in this case is whether De Gaulle would
survive 112 a civil war, which probably
‘would at! his efforts to'establish a
“strong” government. It 13 not easy to be-
lieve that he would win without involving
us In more trouble than we want.

In other words, the rise of De Gaulle

From The Washington Post

sults the i too much
for our comfort. Bome. observers have at-
tributell his success largely to Communist
stupldity in declaring open war on Soclal-

ts and lberals, driving them toward the
extremist camp. Granted that the new
Communist International has had that ef-
fect, 1t still must be sald that the destruc-
uon of these democratic parties is the main
purpose of the Red strategists and De
Gaulle qualifies as a very efficlent instru-
ment for that work.

If the De Gaulle movement proceeds as
indicated toward a dictatorshlp, the Com-
munists will be left in the position of the
only real opposition, and the Soclalists and
liberals will then have to choose between
two evils. Many of them may be expected
to join the extreme left.

In the struggle that now is shaping up,
France may be propelled into a revolution
at the very moment when we are trying to

stabilize Europe with the Marshall Plan. If

that should happen, we Would find that the
return of De Gaulle was not a defeat for
Communism but a timely diversion for the
Soviets that opened the floodgates to chaos
in Western Europe,

- Film Flam

I‘W.Hlm t is scarcely to be doubted,
has its quota of Communists as of. re-

and
fanatics in other flelds. The movies, which
pretend to be an art form as well as an fn-
dustry, naturally -nmtmhmuu
But anyone who has seen

me. Tts effect, nevertheless, is to in-

timidate and coerce the industry into an

even more rigid acceptance of Mr. Thomas"
concepts of Americanism.,

In showing, as he will no doubt manage

to do without™ mtm:ul:y that there are In

some

any
number of Hollywood's products must rec-
ognize that the Industrial derations

concern

alvely with entertainment.
their immense potentlality for the com-
munication of ideas—evidenced by

casional film which comes to plnl with Z;.
realities and problems of life—this is &' de-
fect. But it Is not a defect which any agen-
cy of the Government can legitimately at-
tempt to correct. For governmental inter-
ference in the making of movies would be
an abridgement of press freedom. Chair-
man Thomas of the House Commttee on
Im-Annrlun Activities may pretend that

kmmnhhdmlntml,u

by

lly

to Federal ald to schools, which is objec-
tionable on two grounds. First, that the Federal Gov-
ernment is not able to further extend its credit, and,
3 menny sooner or later the control

of our educational policles. )
The South has an educational problem peculiaT to
itself, which, of course, resuits from the prenss o:

colored mer: in our midst. The thinking

of the South wan® to do the decent thing by r.he N:am
In fact, great satisfaction flows from his advance
. His best friend Is the white man of the

hi e to time politi-
cal upml 1s made of this race pmmem but the sub-
stantial people wmong both races recognize the fact
that the problem must be scived here.

However, there are fundamentals that must be
observed. Social equality and racial amalgamation
are out of the picture. IUs easy for outsiders to
come down here llld atir up trouble and return. We
have to clean up after them, which clean-up is
composile, both Taces necessarily participating, And
speaking more frankly, I must say that I have no
respect for the outsider who comes in here and makes

.trouble und runs away and leaves it for others to

handle. Such s the conduct of a contemptible
coward.

by making it a reglonal effort, we should be
sble to provide the top in professional training for
the colored people of the South. There are details

af must mot be overlooked, of course, meet

the court test as to legal education, the regional
college would have to supply each student with train-
Ing in the statute law of his own state, This can
readily be don

s reglonal or state-compact - concept should
be implemented in other fields of endeavor. Buggs
Teland project should be a reglonal undertaking
The TVA was ond s a regional problem. However,
there is power involved, not hydro-electric, but po-
Itical power. Washington wants to have its hand
these matters, and lhﬂ local communities shamelessly
surrender their rights and opportunities for a little
Federal ald, They will do = again in this school busi-
mess if you don't watch. realize our Josses when it
is too late: but histary has but little influence when
Federal an (the national hy-pnmm 1s offered.

N W. HESTER.

Longer Work Week

Editors, Tux Nrws:
cry for a longer work-week has begun again,
and soon it will be reverberating through the
hall of Congress, The most recent protest, according
to Tuz News (Oct. 31 comes from Peter T Beards-
ley, an attorney representing the American Trucking
Asscciation Inc, Loudly claiming that his suuasuon
is made purely for the purpose of getting more pro-
cduction so that the conditions the world
over can be alleviated. he declares that the regular
work-week of 40 hours should be lengthened. Ee

ROCK HILL

Drew Pearson’s

reminds us that the original Wage & Hour Law was
passedt during the depression in wnar to spread work
and thereby lessen unemploymen
But let us not be deceived. ur. Beardsley and his
assoclates know that Congress has passed no law
preventing a man from working aver 40 hours in &
week. The real, though seldom mentioned, reason for
the employers’ objection to the Wage & Hour Law
les in their strong dislike for the time-and-a-half
mwislen of the nct.

Congress passed the time-and-a-half provision

because It recognized the fact that 40 hours is a
normal work week if a worker is to enjoy the bem-
£lts of leisure and rest, and if he s to be an sctive
participant n the life of his community. It seemed
only reasonable to Congress, therefore, that @ worker
should be duly compensated for his overtime hours
he spent working—away from his family, and his
community responsibllities.
- Tess, as Mr. Beardsley clalms, was Interested
in lessening unemployment, and spreading work wWhen
the original act was passed during the depression
years. But today, with builness enjoying the mm.
#8t profits and the greatest productive capacity in

of overtime provision, 1t
helps to_distribute the high profits of ‘Industry to
those workers who have labored over the normal 40
hours in a week. Thereby, this overtime provision
is helping to keep up the purchasing pawer of the
worker; and with profits so high today, the helght-
ening of the purchasing power of the worker is nec-
essary If America Is to avold inflation and the result-
ing depression and unemployment. And with Amer-
fea prosperous and the workers well-pald, we will
be in a betler position to alleviate the distressed
conditions of mankind the world over.
—DAVID 8, BURGESS.

k Young Of Midwood

s, Tur Nrws;

Wx-n:N it comes time before long to seek out and
nominate the man of the City of Charlotte
who has dgne moxt and counted most for his
SugRest that you without any false
modesty nominate a_man close to home, I refer
fto Mr. Richard L. Young, the moving spirit and
leader of that fine group who have created Mid-
Park. At a time when our scant e
sufferlng most for lack of friends and fuhds.
Young led his community and his Oity i sbtain:
with money to spare fc
the future generations of Charlotte.

If given the chance, I am sure the people of Char-
lotte would acclaim him the man of the year who
has contributed the most to the Oity of Charlotte.
Mny his tribe increase,

—MERCER J. BLANKENSHIP.

The People’s Platjorm s avatlabile to any
reader who cares to mount . Communications
nould be less than 300 words, typewritten ff
poss and on only one side of the paper.
Libel ﬂnrl obscentty will be deim&-omm
anytmnp goes. Each letter must be signed al-
thotigh, in exceptional cases and upon r T,
we u‘!ﬂ lL‘llhhold the writer's nnme‘—!‘

Marquis Childs

Britain Trims. Salls

LONDON

HEADLINE in .the Sunday
Times, “Home Fleet Cut to Pive
Vessels, Nm, One Butﬂﬁh'n on Ac-
tive k Britons from

power seem to be passing swiftly. * -

All the Opposition papers have
now taken up the Sunday Times
scoop.  They are utterigg loud out-
cries of anger and dismay. But the
question is whether this is & real
shift, indicating a weakening of
British power, or merely a declsion
to dispense nnly tokens  of
past grangeur. uad

Rumors 1 hne bnn prevalent
of how deeply the Labor Govern-
iment had cut into the Navy. When
Minister of Defense A. V. Alexander

an almost unprecedented violation
of traditional Nayy restraint. The
alert T. 8, Navy staff here had ad-
vance information of the cuts and
at the extent of the

cutting.
IIJE! ON RESEARCH

The claim within the Govern-
ment, however, is that all possible
resol be allocated to re-
search and new development.
impossible to support weapons of
the past and at the same time pre-
pare weapons of the future, which
are enormously costly in resources
and manpower.

That 15 the real meaning of the
cuts in the British Navy. Research
and development are being pushed
here to the fullest extent possible,
given the harsh necessities of the
British economy in & period of crit-

Africa
with the goal of eventually having a
new major source of raw materials.

Cuts that will vitally affect the
United States are those now being
made In the British Army. Lord
Montgomery, Chief of the Imperial
General Staff, is engaged in cutting
the mn:e to approximately 200,000,
‘whic prewar strength of
the lmny

TROOPS BROUGHT HOME
British forces are still extended
{n various parts of the world to a
strength three to four times that
which can be sustalned in peace.
They muat be removed as the cuts
are made. This will put responsi-
bility squarely up to the USA.

Samuel Grafton

All British forces are o
moved from Palestine, in

The controversy

Unlted Natlons on Palestine’s

ture can delay the evacustion,
not for long.

Departure of the British

will leave a significant

British  cccupying army is
one-fifth of Britain's mumm
ficit of dollars.

While there 1s a réalisté s
ness here of what Bﬂh.lp
there is none of the hysteris
-l is mmd in the USA by

tion-mongers. Those best ind
o R
gence, and
do not believe in the Imminence

war, militasy
civillan, ‘believe Russis does
want war. In m.t, beneatlt all
biuster of words, the signs polnt

exactly the opposite diredtion.

NEW YORK
Tﬂl poor ‘must. have a home In
America, t00. 1 hm' that Amer-
lea's poor are r than the
poor of England or rnnw and I
believe, from what I have
able to find out, that they are far
less poor than the poor of Russla,

But we do have our poor, and ‘one - ‘n?ﬁ

of the dangers In the Hollywood sgain ehd 9 ha bear-
Investigation now going'on is the Ing It 15 3 wwwrmm men
ible uu-rln: ur all -ﬂvmny of - who aré so' rich ‘A thesé hcoused

the poor as , be o leftist nlﬁ

More than ope witness ms indi-  sny degree? Why dom't they .

cated that one of his tests for de- take their cash, and keep. guiet?
tecting Communism is to note What's with them? —
whether the suspect kids the rich, - Mr. Menjou tried to angwer, -but
or ridicules them, or poinls oul the best he could ‘produce’ was the
instances of inequity in'the mnrlm eory that they were crazy_If that
of the national wealth A -certain’ portion 'of . the
sure toward this kind of :mtm-mlly rich should have been %o Ls-nud
Is extremely dangerous. IL may in all periods, and nu.{ Have pot
erang. It would be m disaster  been, The sickness, if It is ong, is

of the first magnitude In our for- perhaps a siokness of our timie. '
elgn policy If the world became  Tpp real question, and tne obe
convinced that America’s World  yne  Committes is not “tnto,
role is to be advocate for the rich, this: t swirling fear
while Russia’s Is to be advocate for  gng doubt-must be running through
the poor. : our age period to such
Por most of the world is poor, Its? Without ac-
deathly poor. If to speak up hotly theory: that & man's
for the poor (even in & mmmed. (even a Holl ltan's) in
enough 1 the underdog makes A Red, 1t

or distortéd fllhlmﬂ is
un.

erty-stricken mjllions in the out-
side world who are not Americans
to start with. That is a blow our
foreign policy could not stand.

One of the worst reaults of Com-
munism has been to seem to give
leﬂllm a geographic base, so that

l] and social quest estions have

confused. But have we

xn:l]y reached -the stage at which

to point out the shi
treache:

through these shoals, for the pen-
alty of too much brassiness would
be to give.an easy victory to Russla,
to concede just what she wants to

The more * sw

conform
servative . view, jand
23 now diyi

such bickerings
Hollywood community.

Friendship Train To Start November 5

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

NE criticlsm that used to be leveled at the Roosevelt Ad-
ministration was that the nation's leadership came en-
tirely from Washington. The people of the USA, it was sald,
ok into the bad habit of sitting on thelr hands, doing nothing
r themselves.

~ Whether true or false, some healthy signs are now
apparent that the American people are quite capable of
acting on their own.

One of them is the Friendship Train. With no help
from the Government whatsoever—though wi
White House approval_it hes pow been decided that e

Priendship Train will definitely

It will leave Los Angeles on or about Nov. § with an
engine, a caboose and a hoxcar to collect food from the plain
people of America for the stricken people of Western Europe.
'nu first stop will be Bakersfield, where it is hoped another

ar will be udded, and so on scrous the cnnuncm

-I d;lnl from the ‘tesponse orts of people—
Including rallroad 9r=:|.=l=nu hnusewlvu. farmers s thund.
mn:

of his
Mr. Thomas will by no means have estab-
lished what must be hls major premise—
that these individuals have succeeded In
making the movies a vehicle for Commun-
ist propaganda. Representative Rankin said
in Congress a couple of years ago thas
Hollywood's products contained some

filthy,

can undercurrents”. Unless this assertion
can be and these

identifled, there can be no justification
whatever for an inquiry into the private
political, soclal and economic views of the
movie industry's employees. Those who la-
bor in Hollywood are not accustomed to

much privacy; but they should be left free, -

at least, to think as they please.

-

4

America will roll

¢ great pmm, lhwlnz the pevnle of Europe that
hdp n meir ‘hour of need comes not from closed-door diplo-
matic conferences, but from ‘n-e heart of America.

Could Only Hanen Here
AND most impartant of all is the lm. that !he Pmnu.smp
'.l'hlll is almost entirely spontaneous. It the sort of
g that couldn't happen in Russia, Decaae In Rusis 1t
Ie unlr & handful of men Who decide 'whether wheat shall
move to France, and then go out and collect what they
need from the Russlan peasants.
And when the Russian people are able to start & spon-
taneous friendly movement such as this, then there will no
be any danger of War between our two countries,
Also, 1f the people of Western mmpe get the full significance
of this American ien:nuil;y. ere won't be any doubt as to
whose side lhey will be
That, of ‘course, I ene blg reason for the Friendship
Train, and why newsreels of the train will be shown in
European.theaters, and why the Prench and Italian embassics
are working on the Idea of meeting the food shipments on

the other side with two European “friendship trains” to carry
Lhe cargoes l‘u the Prench and Italian seaports through
Italy and Fran

’To get Just & n-ru-: idea of how all sorts of Americans
are co-operating Lo put across the PFriendship Train, hero
are some of the things that are happening.

Patriotic Americans

DA FOBIN of tne Leumsiers Unlon is sending a tratned
crew of teamsters to help pack boxcars ahead of the

traln’s arrival. A. T. Mercier, president of the Southern

Pacific, urged that the train start at Los Angeles instead of

Ban Francisco in order to get a betier coverage nl California.

His rallroad is carrying the train free, as are all the other
raihcads.

Credit for this goes to G. F. Ashby, head of the Union’
Pacific. R. L. Williams, head of the Chicago and North-
western, M. W. Clement, president of the Pennsylvania, and
to G. Metzman, head of the New York Central. When Wil-
liam Faricy, president of the Assoclation of American Rafl-
10ads, put the ides up to them, they didn't hesitate a minute.

Harry Warner of Warner Brothers and George Skouras
©of 20th Century-Fox are also contributing their time and
gerus, pius trained personnel to help organize the train. Ed
O'Nell of the Farm Bureau Federation, Albert Goss of the
Natlonal Grange, James Patton of the Farmers Unlon, 8.
Kendrick Guernsey, head of Rotary; Charles Armstrong,
head of Kiwanis: Taylor Cole and John Ben Sheppard of the
Junlor Chamber of Commerce, and Fred Smith, head of the
Lions Clubs, together with many others are helping with the
collection of food through their local organizations along
the traln's route P

oute Of The Train
SINCE time is important. and since it would be impossible
ta collect faod from every section of the USA, the route
has to be straight across the country. After leaving Los
Angeles about No. £, the stopa west af Chicago will be:
Bakersfield, Merced, Oklan ton and Sacramento,
all in California; Reno, Nevad Ozden. Utah: Rawlins, La-
ramie and Cheyenne, Wyoming; North Platte, Grand Island,

lso

of expert rallroad men has been

concerned to handle this schedule, mdudl.. “\I'Ih-hi

who, 15 president of the Association of American

has thelped greatly with the profect; wnm J. Kelly

.lnmu H. Aydelott, also of the of American
: C. H. Grant nf the Soutlu Pu:me, E.

u] l.he Union PIclllc. L. B. Kmdlll of the Chicsgo and

Northwestern, J. M. Symes of the Pemlnnh. and

Borntrager of the Nev Vork Central "

Types Of Food

WY/HILE the Priendship Train will 'hl'! M follow the m
central middle-west route, It will co-operate ‘in
tlll!'ll Overseas Program which

I"

.’all ‘train
In the southwe: the Priendship Train will co-
operate with the Oklahoma Wheat Relief Committes and the
Kansas Wheat Rellef Committee, whhh m to stiach
cars to the train &s it passes
Because of the difficulty of wenn.
in order to uveld spoilation en route, lh.lm-‘. must be ‘
rllher in barload lots of properly water-tepellant
Local Priendship mm wmm.lmu will hate the
detal!s regarding the best way to prepare boxcars In advance
of l.ne traln's arcival
Iso, the food mast needed In Eurépe and which will be
!n:lcat to <hip is: bulk wheat, mm dried

Unfortunately.
shipy 150, most
le-, accepting them for uvrneu
Those are just a few of the ABCs of launching a project

which will have plenty of headaches but which can besoms
a truly great gesturs of friendship to the peopls of Western
Europe.



