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Are The French With Us?

llo THE busy writers of headlines the
victory of General deGaulle's party in
France was.a cheering note, a blow for lib-
erty, a ringing denial %o Communism, and
& fervent pledge to democracy.. The defeat
of the Communist ticket will bring forth
sighs of rellef from who read

ponent in the form of a party with a high-
1y nationalistic appeal (always dear to the
French) the Commurilsts took almost 30
per cent of the popular vote — and are
about ten per cent leas powerful at the
moment thm m General's coalition. They
and left the

the headlines. They will see a vague viston
of the Boviet influence rolled back, con-
tained in the Balkans, of a Western Europe
saved for democracy, American style.
But perhaps we are too easily led by the
black headlines. Perhaps it is not s0 simple
as that. Perhaps, indeed, the average
American knows no more about what goes
on in France today than he does about the
lands behind the Iron Curtain. And he is
surely prone to: regard & French election

Republicans at home—between two parties
80 nearly alike to be indistinguishable,
one from the other.

Those who are looking fearfully across
the Atlantic, expecting the Soviet borders
to sweep forward to meet them, engulfing
all of Western Europe, must remember that
virtually all of Eurcpe ls many years to the
left of us, and that political traditions
there are not at all those that we have
known. They must remember that Social-
ism, in those troubled lands, is a rational,
accepted and respectable way of thought;
that it is, in many lands, the conservative
party. They must note, too, that the Com-
munists of France finished second behind
deGpaulle's Rally of the French People, in
what was almost s photo-finish.

Thus, faced with a most formidable op-

There, That’s Much

\OUTHERNERS get & good deal of exer-
else throwing up thelr hands in des-
pair at interpretations of this reglon and
its problems which they read in many na-
tional periodicals. Life, which did a hand-
some fob of ridiculing Alabama's Big Jim
Folsom 8 few weeks ago, now comes forth
with an editorial which implles its con-
fidence that the SBouth isn't the

Popular I'I.emlbllcm far In the rear.

‘This Is a sign that France 1s not at all
“safe” from the Communist Influence, as
the too-simple headlines werg forced to say
to casual readers. It is a sign that Com-
mun]lm 4s an ideal is particularly attrac-
five to the French generation which sur-
vived one troubled republic, and that it
spoke to them through the long years of
democratic traditions so pecullar to the
French people. In this election neither we
nor the French passed a crisis. It is not &
simple game of playing at elections, so that
if the Commu win, Moscow takes over,
and the Soviet operatives move in. It is &
long, serious struggle of mankind with
himself, marked by profound changes in
f.he lhl.nH.nz of whole natlons and conti-

Ithwlﬂutdmocmyhm!ﬂl!lnl
French election, and that the victory of
this or that party is good for us—or bad
for us. The unpleasant truth is that demoe-
racy has been on trial in Europe for a long
time, and that most nations there have
found it wanting. The very fact that Com-
munism s an {ssue in a French election is
& warning and a challenge to Americans,
living in the one remafning great democ-
racy, to offer proof that no other form of

nt pays off so well—not only for
its own peopls, but for the world at large.

Better

hirth pains of a new and better soclety.
‘Thus, Lije’s lelism may be a bit
strained. Furthermore, 1t over-simplified
the solution to the raclal problem by im-
plying that an Increase in Southern in-
come to the national level is the major
panaces, The argument runs thus: The
Negro owes his second-class status to his
with the white;

land of buffoons. Perhaps it was with a
feeling of penitence that Life this week
found “The Btate of the Bouth” to be good
and praised us Rebels as & “sturdy, self-
reliant people who have come a long way.
up from ruin”; but whatever the motlve, its
fair appraisal 1s a refreshing departure
from most “slick- magazine” literature on.

e,
Life is encouraged at the Bouth's status
&s an international good example—that is

there 15 nothing fundamentally wrong with
the South that creation of five milllon
more good jobs won't fix.

Higher income for Southerners, white
and Negro, is bound to have a salutary ef-
fect on the reglon's soclal and political out-
look. But until white Southerners accept
the moral principle that the Negro has
rights as & human being and as a cltizen
which we cannot consclentiously deny, the”
racial problem will not be greatly simpli-

to say, a3 a proving ground for
ltving among heterogeneous peoples, and as
a pattern of rehabilitation after devastat-
ing war. However, the editorial reminds,
with much justification, that a historian
must be cautious of the parallels he keeps.
While the South's formula of “work like
blazes” has had reasonable success, our re-
habllitation has been achleved in lelsurely
freedom from such forces as those which
menace Europe today. As the builders of
“The New Bouth" went about their work,
the

years, a3 we Boutherners: have, to feel the

Dewey And A Duet,

O YOU hear the new cry from Holly-

wood? From that never-never land

‘where even politics are marked by abnor-

mal zanyism, the Republicans are speaking
ition.
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‘This i3 the pltch: The gang is afraid that
the country thinks everyone in Hollywood
who thinks about politics is a crackpot,

d

Pidgeon.
‘That marks the beginning of & new ers,

fied, and living” will continue
to mean little more than absence of undue
violence.

However, Life has offered a temperate
eritique, tact pointing to our failures
and supplylng facts and figures which
augur more progress in the future. The
Bouth does not need to be bluntly remind-
ed, as many of its critics seem to think,
that its people are impoverished, preju-
diced and illiterate, and that its politiclans
are clowns or of
the most

People’s Platform

‘Eat Hearty, Lads’

The Veterans Speak Out

CHARLESTON, 8. C.

Editors, Tuz Nrws:
has been quite a lot of talk sbout what the
has

wspapers, their folksk,
thelr friends, and their relatives. At this point let
me emphasize that this is NOT endorsed by the

. and that it mnmenh only our own view-
cose to print It in Let-

ding my name and making the signature sim-
by more than 100 veteran students at

Here is the letter which has been sent to the
President of the United States:

Dear Mr, President:

In behalf of the princlpals In which we believe,
‘we, all World War TL veterans, are writing you this
letter. Tt is hoped that you will recelve many more
of this type and' that your action upon the matter
will be directed In s favorable manner. The situn-
tion of which we speak has been on the minds of
us all since the cessation of actusl hostilitles of the
last War to the present time. It has been growin

on the other hand, any vnbl.l.:ltv which in-
spires hope for a better order and con-
fidence In its abllity to achieve it. °

Perhaps

we suppose. This is the belated discovery of
Republicans that the glamour with which
Americans are daily Infected via radio and
movies is worth its weight in straight tick-
ets at the ballot boxes, that matrons and
bobby-soxers who swoon over thelr idols
on the screen are as likely to listen when
they speak softly of government and poll~

tles.
We doubt that the country can be
from —In this ular

° fashion—but the outburst of GOP spirit

there is important in Its way. This makes
official the new fashion in American polifi-
cal routine, which has advanced from the
red-faced oratory of the days of our fath-
ers to the crooned song and soft-shoe act
in our time.

We haven't changed in essence. We have
emerged from the day in which the most

figure of the was
the man who'd been to Washington, mak-
ing the laws of the land, into a time in
which the fetching wench and the calf-
eyed lover are national—and local—idols.
It's going to be .a spectacle, to see Crosby
and Jeanette MacDonald singing and Fred
Astaire shaking a foot—with perhaps the
solemn visage of Robert Taft on the plat<
form behind them.

From The Christian Science Monitor

Women Lahor Leaders

‘will doubtless some day be giv-
u-lmmmmuwn:
labor—more in keeplng with
thelr great numbers in the.labor move-
‘ment. Labor has as yet failed to recognize
sufficlently women’s qualities for office.
For instance, not & single woman has &
place on the governing boards of the
American tion of Laborl and the

‘The main reasons for the scarcity of wo-
men labor leaders seem to bs the age-old
discrimination against women and the fact
that more than half of the employed
women are married and have little spare
time to take an active part in thelr un-
lons.

Many of the men in trade-unions do

positions. But in & democratic labor move-
ment inevitably the millions of women in
the ranks Id be more fully represented
by women leaders.
Pome Offering & Panacea Which, If Used
‘Wisely, Would Cure the World's Ills:
Abate

Hats,
—dtlanta Journal.

5

every day and we have become more
and more concerned; it has now come to such &
point that one reporter elected to devote his entire
broadeast time to 1t and to warning us, the citizens
of thia eountm o( uu magnitude to which this sit-
Ull’ﬂﬂ has

you 1L, this reporter spoke of the
mrm situation as it will eventually affect this coun-
try. To be brief and to the point, he was warning
this :nu.ntry ol Oommunm sggressions headed by
rd this country should
Have we not given
t.hem every uppmunny to bargain freely In world
and share alike in the necessary
hln'd!n of l!bul.ld.hu Eurcpe and, fh

jeast & portion of the will th

cmh At on the table and we it haTs mJJ shuffling

We retaliate against

with not only indirect policies of the State Depart-
mtmcnmwryouduum It appears that
the Marshall Is the indirect policy that this
country l'hmld follow, and it would strengthen our
position Europe. The direct action that this
country mnuu take would be to strengthen our
defensive and offensive forces at home and abroad.

fdea:
and Pass the Ammunition” An immediate
of Congress is felt et necetary bring these two steps
lomrd into ac
un.lym to defeat an unfalr fighter is to

Drew Pearson’s «
Merry-Go-Round *

beat him to the punch before he fouls you, Our
enemies will stop at nothing (o defeat us; then why
should we. In order to defeat them? Were we not
pretty lucky in the last war? We have bsen pretty
lucky sll along our history — we had better not
tax that luck too {arl

Respecttully,

(More than 100 signatures)
(End of letter to the President)

Those hundred signatures represent more than
250 cumulative years of service to this country in the
rees. We who signed it do not want an=
other Pearl Harbor. We'd like to finlsh our school-
ing, go out into the different professions, get married,
raise children, and all the other normal things of
life. Preparing ten years from now we may find
that we have just seven minutes to get ready. None
of us want war, but from my own personal aplnlm.
1d rather go back now, if it must be 8o,
wait ten vears, be falrly settled, God-wlu.lnx and
then to find that I must leave again, tear my life
out by the roots, and see perhaps my beloved nation
In ruins, which would make Hiroshima scem like the
Garden of Eden. Sending this letter to the Presi-
dent, as well as to you and to other Editors of news-
papers throughout the country, we belleve, is one
Way we can contribute to the safety of the United

States.
~THOMAS J. MANN,

Helpless Children

Editors_Tur Ni
[ERE are mmy mentally defective and helplu-
children, through no fault of their own. wi
tbelng neglected because of the lack of facilitles B
our stal

What a shame and disgrace that eur Legislature
approprintes money for almost every other need, Ir\-
cluding & salary ralse for themselves, yet there
none to enlarge the facllities of the Stats mlnlu
School at Clinton,

T Bersonally kllow el wu cases In Kershaw County
where the it for immediate ltkr\tlvn
The fatner and m-n\ly vhyulcl-n (in_one case)
Tied ' Tor sometime to bave tnis child admitied o
this fnstitution at Clinton. All attempls have been
unsuceessful. In this home there are three healthy
and normal chﬂdmn who need the care of their father
and mother. must be neglected because of the
cne who has b«n an lnv-lld from birth. He has
arge for his mother t.u care for him,
Carolina please
make adequate “provision “for this case along with
hundreds of other hopeless mental defective cases
gm are now walting admission into the institution at

linton

KERSHAW, 8. O.

—BOYCE A. DAVIS.

The People's Platform s avatlabie to any
reader who cares to mount {t. Communications

should be less than 300 words, typewritten if
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and Il be deleted-

an
anything goes. Each letter rruut be signed n:-
though. tn exceptional cases and upon r

we will withhold the writer'’s name.—E ou,
‘Tux Nrws,

Samuel Grafton

Who's Average"

“I tell ’

Is wife grumbled at him from “the average "32 m‘.':

& bed. “Why don't you wuth -bvut the foreign situstion-

get up at elght like everybody No more sweetness

asked.  “Or eight-fifteen and ey If those monkeys don't’

have 1o be en. The average behave, well teach them to. That's

man lkes to sleep the morn- the general feeling now.™ 5
“Sure,” said Ed.

1t was six-thirty, and atll | qutia | He that the:

dark out and Bd day before he would have argued it

qu].eur it his drm out. But insinuating Nttle:

Mwmaur in tne  ch doubt that had started.

mum.lnl A at six-thirty was in him. Martin

mmmudmhmmmunu. said American - felt:

But Jane’s words him-  tough. didn't feel tough. He}

mmmmen'um pe- 10 be made.
cullar about enk book in  But then he wasat the average’
l]:li morning while the average man  American. Better eat a ‘steak, and’
then keep his face shut. «
A phrase in the morning pa THATS BETTER
kegt, tho small worry Siive. dor Margaret came into his office af
the usual hour to take his letters.
'!(ﬂlt Americans,” said the edit- There goes the average Ameri=r
orial, “want thelr steak, and they can, he thought, watching her:
want it today.” cross the floor- Look at her. Trim
don't want a steak today, little black suit, with & dingus %
thought Ed. I ¢ something the neck. Even her quick, ware:
like kidn Or & fat brolled time marriage had been sort of
mi a salad with cheese aversge. He wondered how it was
in it. I guess I'm not the aversge  working out. Lived in a

e looked at his wife,
vaguely

the toaster, feeling trou-  for an average remark.
bled and responsible her some- “Wonderful. My husband and I
how, that she wasn't married to walked in the park last night. Iy
an average rican. was like spring.”
ER “When you some chil-
He had never been bothered by . dren” he heavily. . “You
any such thought before. He was won't have time for strolling in the
a commuter, and 1f a commuter park at night” 3
't think of 83 an _ Bhe looked up. “T'm not smw
average American, who could? 1 want to bring & child into & world
‘He ran into on like this, with all the war talk™
which did not happen Very often. ~  For an instant her face went forme
- * sald Martin. less with emotion.
my train. I can't afford to come in ‘Then she sat, And Was anoe more

late, like you. I ‘with the = the quiet secretary, ready with i
e o =
eTe it was N He tened with abswrd
Hell, he thought. It's just like Wmhm%h‘ﬂ
into an unusual word, then  began to dictate; an average Ameri-!
ﬁrdmm—lmw ean, he thought, commencing his

Stewart Alsop

We Must Decide

ATHENS  the position necessitating the radie
I, 2oy necvs canter o Europs, decizion may be briefly oute
eame phenome: repeats ‘lined as follows: x

Ynelf “with & kind f crude monot- The Andartes, as the Greek guere;
rillas  are called numiber only!

ouy. Bacauss wa Luve been too little
ip the past, demands

from every qu for instantane-  posed of kidnaped forced recruit’
declsions of the gravest char- n:mmunnrr;pﬁmuu-—',
ﬁ:"mm whole Amerl- them and their families. This in=:
. WOrds Are  creasing rellance on forced recruitsi
wrijten, the harassed artisans of has two important meanings. The
are be-  gources from which Communist:
ing pressed for still another such  volunteers were drawn have now:
by Ambassador to O almost dried up. And the Commu~"
Lincoln MacVeagh and the chief of  nist leaders of the Andartes, being:
military inf , Major Gen-  ynpable to rely absolutely on their:
eral Willlam ber] men, can no longer freely place
Under the Greek-Turkish aid their best guerrilla tactic of dis='
program, the American mission persal under sttack. Thus the sit-
lbl] headed by Dwight Griswold uation ls favorable to & Greek ammy,
= offensive,

m:dlm economic reconstruc-
tion and IIIPD'UI-II( the Greek army.
A semblance of

pesce must (15 B8 Guock iy it ow Jargely mimocs
now
Featared 1o stFfe.torn. Groses, Bow.

ever, It investment :“"“’- 3""3 superior forces are}
is mot to be frultless Therefore, MIWAYE Deed: nmmh ""M'm"-'
the signs are here in Athens that e Dyaneaiyd
Tecoummand Am ulum“:umul e el

& third, really crucial responsibility DUgaria snd Albanis. The
I Oreecethe responsibilly for ad.  trained the Greek ammy of 140,500
ik O the situa]  Men aa the cadre of & much bigyer,
gonduct of fa operations aqimst farce,  &%d. tri sicigried W<y
e Communist guerrlias utics banina.tha Tinee PIRAI: e

luties 1] 3

un.ncnn:n t of the 40000 avaflable:
ireek Government has Mm effectives s unhapplly influsnced
u:- |n|un|v= Lnnnnnd.u this fur . -
ther assistance, andu Students of our own. past will re=
nunmumwlunn-: how, in the Civil Waz, the
welght to American mitlitary “ad- Western armies were at first tied
ﬂu"l.fp!milldhlnnl.hrm‘h down by the need to guard the
riswold mission will be sup- politically border states. Gireek poli-
niemenud with an American tics are even more pervasive iham
tary rational staff. The -uxl American politics in the ers of Sec=
group will be composed of & top  retary of War Simon Cameron. the
echelon to work Greek  man who would not steal a red-hoff
general staff, skeleton Staffs to be  stove If it'was nalled down. 5
attached to each of the Greek army  Politics demand the defense of
:nm.mwmmmw the more important cities and townst
uuhﬂ;-ﬂlmbllhl- in northern Greece, and thus the
o vein Greek army’s effectives ara almosh
5 send such & staff .numup:;.mmlq

our effort hers, are that. But the guerrillas also have &
the declsion must be taken, and brigade, commonly operats in bat~
taken without any talion strength, and now enjoy ab=
President Truman can olute freedom of movement by
der on his own responsibility, under  night. The countryside is terrorized.
his constitutional - itions are cut. The cropd

uan ef. He will be asked  are not being harvested. The guard=

hmadnmyu:pdehumanl
vital national venture, and

en!
lon
cans involved. As described by them,

Truman The Pioneer Of The Air ;

‘WASHINGTON
'OWARD HUGHES has an unexpected amateur rival
in the fleld of air pionéering — the President of
the United States. It is not generally knkown. but Presi-
dent Truman takes a personal interest in helping to develop
new gadgets for the airlines, and has converted his private
plane, The to & flying for test=
ing these devices.
The man who actually does um work on these new gad-
enry Myers, Myers, how-

5 mt sometimes does his own navigat-
ing. As an artillery Mmmﬂmwnﬂdw“.mxm
ed to maps, and also knowledge of

ouf
Damed ST o TAFIDAF who Waa TUD OIf the Jlend
Flew In Hurricane
‘When the President is tied up in the White House, the
‘makes ntal trips, recentl the

great dangers of wmm-wuum- flying.

, the President’s plane uln flew
into uu rluﬂn hmﬂum after it mn lashed inland lost.
soma of its strength. Col. Myers wanted to try out m new
“pleture M.lr,' ‘which mmmu, registered the swirling, moiss

‘This radar wasn't functioning properly when the Presl-
gent flew to Brazll recently, and when he got back, he sum-
Myers to find out how it had been fixed and what its
e Sepabiities wace.
e improvements, tested on the President's plane, have
now mn accepted by commercial airlines:

. The plane has reversing propellors. An Interlock on
the Tinding £eae ket these {ram spLaning the wrong wey in
flight. Myers moved the interlock up to the nose gear, since

is the last to touch the ground, giving him more control
ov:r the reverse spinning.

The plane’s radar was shifted to the nose where it

nm o corplefa forward coverage and scans upward, Thers

provements

"3 The Presidents pressurized cabin ed tach-

mwuy The plane can now fly at 20,000 Teac i e bame
ide pressure found at 8,000 feet.
Cln U. S. Feed Eurnpe?

President Truman now has on his desk s highly impor-
tant and 2o 0% Iar contldeniial nnnm:ne from Secretary of the
Interfor Krug regarding U. 8. resources and our ability 0
mmmﬂuu"wpl‘n In brief, the report

cates tha

While the United States can afford the relatively small
shipments o Europe under the Marshall Plan, our tremen-
dous domestic consumption nesds much more careful con-
servation of our natural wealth.

Herg are the highllghts of the confidantial tepert:

Steel be short for an Indefinite period. “Con-
unued com:denmm must = given to incressing domestic
capacity” Iron ore should be imported from Brazil and

Labrador.
consumed more rapldly than new oll wells
. “Our exporta to Europe can be expected to
decline.” ., , . We should “conserve our own Tesources by m-
porting more petreleum for current consum;
Lumber and Forest Products — l.nhlﬂm ‘Wa can't

alford to export any grest amount. Future forest m
must be carefully conserved,

Food — We can probably Soatinue exporting whe wheat in
Iarge quantity, depending soméwhat on the weather. Pewer
livestock wil be avallable n 1948 — which means continued

high meat pﬂb!l. “Exports of feed grains in 1948 will be
very small.”

Row Over Real Estate

The House-Senate Housing Committee.
busy probing the reasons why veterans
hales mow have to live with mothers-in-law, was
mnulu:umnmu—ar—mmmmnm
myserlously, the mesting was called off.
GOP Representative Raiph Gemble

*New York, gave & vuy ﬂsru excuse, namely that cnw-
to special zession

snd the meeting

reat.
smbuﬂc Jm- MeCarthy,
the real boss r.'l Chllmnn Gamble.
th-t h.l.- lwn[e-churmln micht be deposed. If the full
g Committee were called into session, McCarthy sus-
wmd |t might rebel at u| ‘wav Gamble was elected ot s
star-chamber session back In August.

GOP Senator Ralph nlndtn of Vermont and Desie-
crats Robert Wagner of New York and Glen Taylor of Idsho,
together with Democratic Rep. Albert Rains of Alabema, are
furlous at McCarthy for blocking thelr proxies at the Atgmat
meeting. All four had sent in their votes for conscientions
Republican Senator Charles

McCat



