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‘ouncil Sticks To Its Guns

‘COUNCIL has stuck to its guns in_

the face of & good deal of criticlm,
d will forward to the Leglslative Dele-

election In Charlotte. The City

we are pleased to note, rejected

suggestion that any request for legis-

tion should be unanimous, even though

his might have been a handy means of
pgling off the hook.

'm-l: detion requlnd s good deal of

. Prohibitionist forces have served

ﬂut they are opposed to the sepa-

election, and that they will usé thelr

not only to vote against ABC stores

to vote all those who faver

And there is, let It be remembered,
City election coming up in the Spring.

celve of anyone proposing Its legal sale
unless he is completely venal.

As we understand it, the Council's atti-
tude is much the same as ours. It would
reject prohibition not because it desires to
flood the town with strong drink but be-
cause prohibition has long since become
an expensive and dangerous farce. A town
that now leads the state in drunken-
ness cannot very well pretend that liquor
isn't already as able here as it 15 in
any ABC county. prohibition is doing
for Charlotte now is depriving the City of
a large and important source of revenue,
and at the same time supporting & class
of organized eriminals that would do dis-
eredit to a city twice, this size.

All of which seems to us to provide &
good and sufficlent motive for a City Coun-
v:l.l. which includes an unusual proportlon
the way, to provide the

There is no more an ls-
for-a politiclan to face than prohibi-
If he takes s stand against it his
mts allow him no moral ground to

on; they do not charge him with

ng mistaken, they charge him with be-

ng corrupt. This newspaper, for instance,
his week received and published a letter
a Baptist minister who sald: “We

eply deplore the fact that the great
lotte News has become so enamored

ly money or something,else a5 to force it
nto the wet journalism In our state.” This,
ortunately, s not an isolated attitude;
correspondent honestly sees liquor as
juch & monumental curse he cannot con=

u:tnnry with & chance to vote on pro-
hibition. But this is a logleal argument,
which will be countered by emotional cries
that the City Fathers are selling our chil-
dren down the river for thirty pleces of
silver.

The Council knew, of course, that Iis
action would be indefensible in the eyes of
a good many voters. It went ahead anyway,
.and without question the Councllmen lost
some votes. But we like to think that they.

also earned the support of those citizens

who, even though they may disagree with
them, admire their courage and thelr
honesty.

hose Who Are In The Same Shape ...

\ 'l we ‘Tom
| graphic story of life at Morris Fleld,
town's Inadequate veterans' housing
roject, it brought In a mild flurry of
from

who are and are im-
mediately consclous of the problem, are
not dn position'to do anything about it,
while those who might do something about
housing are themselves quite warm and

veterans,
munications from two familles who
found shelter in an abandoned
up at Croft. There was & note In
I these communications that cannot quite
described as hopeless, but which seems
reflect a nn.unﬂon that nobody, in

If this thesis is valid it may be that a
new champlon of the homeless veteran
(and Heavens knows he needs one) has
arrived in Washington. We have been gaz-
ing thoughttully st & newspaper plcture of
Senator Harry P. Caln, his wife, and their

or out,
Mnmhlemhdn anything about
One woman wound up her description
| the rats and drafts in her refuge with
line, *“T know you aren’t going to print
his because it would be against the City
‘Charlotte.” Another said: "The dhly ones
ho can sympathize with us are those
fho are in the same shape we are.”

There 15 8 good deal of truth in this,

‘think. The human consclence is & won-

ully adaptable instrument. A veteran

0 is living with his family in'a corn-

is constantly reminded that the na-

;now has no housing program, and he

its absence ms a great injustics to

ns in general. But when the same

s granted, by the grace of God, &

jomfortable place in which to rear his

fidren the housing problem recedes from
consclousness with amazing speed.

Very probably it 1s an oversimplification,
we have an idea our abject national
llure in the matter of housing our veter-
18 attributable to the fact that those

[Y7E yleld to no man in our devotion to

regard Progressive as a

toud label, and look, a3 a rule, unblink-

upon the face of Change. But we

nfess that the latest note from the ring-
grooves has given us pause.

‘We have been contemplating the archi-
et's drawings of two Charlotie fire sta.
jons, proudly halled as a new departure
design. They are indeed; they bear no
It resemblance to the structures In
h we, in happler days, spent many
ppy hours safe from the searching gaze
varlous city editors.
'These new stations, we are Informed, are
d to blend into the residential areas
‘which they will be located. One is of
lﬂm modern deslgn, presenting a
and anonymous facade to the street;
‘nuun:e & funeral home, an spartment
puse, or a large delicatessen. The other
llo & colonial motif, complete with
il windows and a verandah with two-
ry columns; it might be a prosperous
residence or a school for young

three child ‘boy who appears to be
about twelve, s daughter on the sunny
side of six, and an Infant in 2 baby car=*
riage. The picture was taken in Washing-
ton's Unfon Station, and the Cains had
about them that bewildered look 5o notice-
able in such places these days. “No Home
‘To Go To,” the pleture caption proclaimed,
and there followed the familiar news that
the freshman Benator had been search-
ing for weeks for a place to house his
brood with the usual result.

We know nothing about Senator Cain
except that he is a Republican from the
State of Washington. But he is taking up
his new duties at s moment when he
himself has been touched by the panic
that besets the strongest man who finds
himself on a Winter day standing in the
open with his family huddled sround him
and, as the caption writer put it with no
place to go. We might yét see a miracle
it the Benator could somehow communi-
cate that feeling to his more relaxed col-
leagues,

one Are The Davs. ...

portals hanging ontd & truck with one hand
and pulling on his pants with the other?

‘These questions come from the stricken
heart of an old fire buff, and we raise
them knowing that we have been out-
voted by experts. Fire Chlef Palmer, fire-
eater, par excellence, has given the new
designs his stamp of approval. He has gone
turther; he has even adjudged them “a
great lmnmv:menl over anything we have
ever had before.

Bo be it. The world spins on; nothing is
constant but change. We pause here only
o shed » tear on behalf of all those City
Hall reporters, professional bondsmen, cock-
fighting experts, champlon whittlers, and
assorted idlers who have looked upon the
fire house as their home.away from home.
And on behalf of & rising generation that
will whiz past those blind, closed portals
and never caseh a heart-stopping glimpse
of the world that les inside—a world popu-
lated by hairy-chested heroes who always
have time to pass the time of day,

The 1948 apple crop has been the second
largest on record. From other ftems in
the news, though, one gathers that school-
teachers do not live by apples alone.

‘There can be no quarrel with the logic

of upping the price of a juke-box tune.~

Nothing is changed. If it wasn't worth a
niekel, it isn't worth a dime,
—_

It was & master stroke, timing inflation
1o synchronize with the return of genuine
bubble gum. It is not revealed who in
Washington planned It that way,

'lthth.ﬂlplﬂmo(whﬁuxdhh
plans, housing is to proceed somewhat af-
fer the fashion in the old home town,
where & carpenter made the house up as

e went alo

. Hollywood is paying s penguin $200 &
‘week, which seems little enough for having
Mmhm

1921 And 1947

Clue To Tomorrow

-SIX years ago today they were predicting
that um  bright. shiny new Jie of leat would
d that the in-

iving

‘Two lines of prediction greet the new year. Ons
is that history Inevitably repeats nuu Dnt every
severe inflation is followed «by sharp ess col-
lapse, every great war by spiritual m—dnvm -nd re-
treat Into personal and trivial concerns. The other
is that we are going to be smarter this time, that we
will prevent anything more serfous than a mild re-
cession, and that we will stay in and pitch in the
game of world ll(nln.

But such rtainty ahead that all
prophets add tl\eir "t and “puts™ Too much
depends upon hi

man nature.

Records of 1921 hrina 1t dmurbinwly clnse True,

people then had s talking high

everything was, because v.hn price bubb‘le h-a burst

In the mid-1920s. They were talking, however, nl unA
uts,

to world co-operation. Bu: will the 1947 uonrren
ive this the necessary economic base lo survive?
‘The mood of the le, more than

there are elements that were lacking in 1921—the
less

. Harold Ickes-

GOP And

WASHINGTON

o] I oarmbl meek-hency. wﬂ"'
-fence walls

m issuing from e

“viewers with

g owa,
Proposed an annual 1t on 1t
cqual to oas-tenth ol estimated
Government geceipts,

trations. “1 lﬂ
g’o w-y of ]Ilﬂl’lnl the fu!ura but

At ma nnd of the first world war,
the highest point of mdebwdne:s
reached u:e Wilson administra.
ton was 126500000000, ot wes
Aum of 1919, Between that
date and June of 1921 this debt
by &Uahuy Mer

tcuk olfluv
the national debt was just short of
000,000,000, her

more
the subsequent
expenditures necessitated by the de-
pression wiped out slmost all of
#aln, with the net result thai

bl period of twelve long years,
fhree Republican administrations
succeeded in reducing the na-

unm) debt by less than $1500.-
000,000. On . comparative bas,

the' Republicans in twelve years

Samuel Grafton

and two
ignorance about rld aﬂlll’l. more awareness of
future dangers. There 15 alio & rising mood
Some Americans o come to gripe with boom &nd bust,
the atom bomb, human bart
chance this mood will prevall, m: we rl!l.ly l‘ﬂl be
gmarter thls time—Malvin Lindsay in The Wash-

The Army Life

AKING 1t all in all, & career in Uncle Sam's

ese days. Growing numbers of young
this discovery and acting

pay ¢
were also talking of housing nhnmsu( Dm!l'-!eﬂnl
landlords, the lengthening of women's skirts {which
pmved to be Lempon:y) the nhm:k].ng behavior of
flappers, the women were smoking clgarettes
and drinking gin, how something ought 1o be done
about the sex and confession magazines, of
ing Ku Klux Klan, and of the first bathing beauty
contest. They weren't talking so much ss formerly
about Bolshevists and radicals because the radio had
set them debating the relative merits of manufac-
turers' sets,
Most sfriking resemblance to today was the soclal
mood. “The Nauau was spiritually tired,” says Pred-
n Only Yesterday.

rdingly.

The objective of our peacetime Army is a volun-
feer force of 1070,000 select men who are able
physically and mentally to master ‘the complicated
technical problems of & modern military organization.
Just any Tom, Dick or
accepted must’ be
talent costs money.

A buck private gets $75 a
month to start; but when Lres food. clothing,” medical
care, and other benefits are mdded,

his minimum monthly pay -muh $150 if single; about
$210 !1 married. Furtherm:

erick Lewls
to live prmLe ll\-u free of G
There was general feeling that business should be
given a free hand.

President Harding's incoming Administration was
halled with hope and good will. Ci felt. the
ood old prewar way vf lLf! was being 1 the

B

Government belng given back Lo the people. ‘l'hey
rushed to the newly opened White

photographeach other on it—but did e clae with

their new freedom and responsibility. Even the high
moment of the year, Charles Evans Hugl
proposal for world disarmament at me wunsnmn
Conference on the Limitation ol Ammmnu, stirred
chkny me wm‘emunnl peace m

States had -.ue-dy lost its main
r:lnnze m nnvlnl an economic depression and to

And the mood 1921 was to let nature continue to
take its course.
Tods the country has just chalked up the

ay as
highest record in its history for retall food prices,
everyone l’unﬂrn whether the slashing of fur coat
prices, the mark-down. sales iIn women's clothlng,
Erea it MZht dowsaien 15 1008 coets poriend g de.
resson in the 1021 manner, & price leveling ou or
merely an unloading of waith tories.

mood in which a depression s rotictod, oF poche
poched Is aguin largely one of let nature take its

Pollllully. much of the country awaits s hew
with the same hopeful, back-lo-normaley
lnuclpnﬁon that greeted a new regime in 1921, How-
ever, now, unllke then, the Nation i3 set on the path

Drew Pearson’s ,

cbple wanted ore, U sodler 43 ss-
bl re‘ul u m o]
bz £ ar] igher ra.
ay. Ju a m.x‘ﬁ with one child,
B sl Tina ‘himsest arawing. ch ns equivalent of aimost
$0 per mooih, On top of thess finsncial advan-

teges, the soldier mcquires education steadily,
book learning and technical skill, He gets 30 n.m e
& year and this sccrues when he can't take it. A
month's vacation every year is still only & hoped-for
mirage to us civillans,

From = stan of job security, s mhl:r
s, the soldler is in a class by

or a8

other job after he retires wnd sl
pension. Jobs in private industry offer any-
where pear Lhe pension ‘advantages Uncle Sam zlve!
bis volunteers.
All in all, Army lfe nln'c what it used
p, Two, Three, Four” has glven way to
mmy technical and more interesting nature. A
mldierl day in the modern Army is far from boring.
He's got an exciting job st premium pay with maxi-
mum security, His uniform is a badge of skill, miel-
ligence, and substantiality. No wonder the Army ean
afford to be choosy about the men it hires.—Paul
Hunter in Liberty.

NEW YORK

T[HERE will pe great changes tn
uu.r nys of thinking this
year, do mot refer merely
to luch uhvinu-' predictables as u-:;

arrival of & buyers' market, witi
thoppers. bholding merchandite up
once

, and pinch-
tu s buving. The Yealy
Wnilicant  peychologleal - change

will be America’s slow absorption
of the-fact that we now have &
Government which intends ta keep

hands off our economy, one which
, at most, sct llke a referee,
noting des and unnecessary

Deal years, had accepted responsi-
Billty for u:!ng that things went
well. Who the blame now?

smoking cars
lounges, and In the saloons of the
people? )
HANDS-OFF POLICY .

For we now have a Government
consisting of a conservative Legis-
lature, and of an executive branch
which, in spite of its liberal pro-
testations, no longer takes an ac-

buslly exam
should ynemployment,
year, increase to four or five mil-
lions, as has been suggested.
1f we can't blame Government,
who ean we blame? Perhaps those
and who have set
anti-Government

ears, mut, now take

for 50 many
the defer e point can

min and
bear enla:
We are na-, for example, golng

U. S. Debt

three-fifths s much as  Wilson
had reduced it in two years.

a
ministration passed sull
law reducing neome ummm"

It the tax rates levied tn. the
Revenue Law of ms..und those
Tates were not excessive, had re-
z:l:e:: on the statute books unal-

d for nine years—until Jan. 1,
927, EVERY DOLLAR of the na-
tional debt would have been Fepald.
iring from

929 the net Inc
individuals and - corporations” the. .
Vould Tiadiraty Fave b et
v

portionately, The re it
when the stock market took its
precipitous plunge tn 1029, we © found
Surselves stil saddled & large
national debt that mi e

Hatanal deny] ght well have

R.!ZPUBL!CAN CﬂOEUB
Now, with the new Republican

Congress in office, n Whole chorus
of Republican Sumloﬂ

of reducing e taxes, "nenzy
per cent umu the bouﬂ . whlle
Senator  Wilsox 2 salo

-boul. cutting dnvrn the muann:l

ot whether
the solo will py 8. AL b

For 1947

through a price decline, el ts
having painful effects, y bus!

ness hotises are caught with i
inventories, Bought b _inflated
prices; and of these “some will
rau 3 ,, 527 e Wajl Street Journal

PKNI}U’LUM WOBBLES

Time, In other words, has -
ready 0 ry mxm po-
Iltlcll conurvnulm

g of the pendulum lrum left o

rlzhl which conservatism hailed sn
eagerly, has been completed; now
the pendulum 15, perhaps, in the
first wubhl! of 1t backward telp,
and there is ground IoI X!!lln(,‘
that the lee which will be con-
sumed from now to 1948 wm be
conservative time.

(conservative) Government to ask
for reliet measures, perhaps even
for such recently hated liberalistic
devices ns crop control. Or when a
Hise In Unemployment ‘agatn raised
the lssue of publie works and pump
priming, with conservatism,
thurge of the Government,

mns
to meet this issue defensively. Con-
servatism, power, find
harder to utter the familier ar-

Fuments agais these umm than
when it was In
slee and the zest and the Jokes wiit
not be there.
SHIFTIVG SIDES
It s along this framework that
the political controversies of tne
pear future will ie; and the rum-
bling sound you hear is that
conservatives Slowly ehifting to l.ha
defensive, and

is that they mlmost always fall to
realize that the pendulum is never
absolutely at rest, except perhaps
for & moment so small as to be al-
most, & mathematical inexpressible.

Merry-Go-Round «

'WASHINGTON

Omt big thing the new Republican mafority can do for
is to revive old-fashioned standards of mo

etbook Congressmen.

when it comes to
A pocketbook Congressman is one who thinks more of his
packetbook interests than thy pUSlic Interest, and fn recent
years there have been far tob many
Both the Justice Department lnd Congress itsel Pm'e
been Jetharglc ing pockstbosk Oomgr

Rep. Democra Tave
taken a lnbhyln[ Tee Cloxs polite people calied 1t » bribe), the
Justice Department looked the other way.

Last Spring when this column exposed the cotton specu-
Tlatlons of the Thomas and Bankhead families, a copy of the
exposure v

& medium for influencing cotton speculation. Seve
eral Senators expi themselves vigorously though pri=
vnul:. but only two—Glen Taylor of Idaho, a Democrat, and

mc-.enmwmmmmummw
income

register sala and for
inspection. This b done,  But whats muce for the
labor goose 15 also sauce for the Congressional gander,

GOP Senntors Sparl =~ ”

out of the bag when half humorously, half plaintively, he
admitted

“Shots were fired, but when they hit the old armor plate
they just richocheted.”

Real fact is that It was young Cabot Lodge of Massa-
chrasetts who sved. thn day for the Talt mlkmty by diplo-
muuuuy stepping aside when lnr Tobey pmpnud s
resolution mmﬂnu Lodge's -en!nﬂty during war service.

1t action,” proposed z New. mmwum
Senator, "f-he samee will do honor to itself, It will mlso
give encouragement to .every war veteran
public contidence in the Senate.* S
Tobey Ihgn quoted the Selective Service Act staf t
Government and other jobs nnwmu::z lose

war faletlﬂ

thelr senfority.
"We ourselves should live up to what we enacted for
thers,~ Tobey continued, by Tot depriviog any Senator

ﬂmuﬂ.ﬂhhmtyhhﬂ htful seni
This plea, however, nummpomu ears. There was

a dead and embarassing silence—so embarrassing that young

rose to his feet and sald:

“T want to thank my colleagues from New Hampshire for

co) However, Iﬂw“lhl.nlll

it the Senator

Taft Pontificates
PB.IV!OUEI.Y Tobey had & run-in ‘1Lh Taft when he tried
committee -qm.m. “after Congress

GOP Has Chéﬁce To Houseclean Congress

mny Wl!h “Taft oyer deterinining corimittee chalrmanships by

Steering Committee and the Labor

e '"T)?:a:;ﬂ: basls will the Committee on aummumu s
mln« senlorlty for
ps?” Reed demanded to know. i

all kinds of senlority,” retorted

em.‘;m“}rf:‘  seniority in the Semate iiself, committee
Seniorily and geographical seniority. It starts when sn
individual Senator wants a certain committee assignment.
If another Senator wants the same ntrenry the Gaestion

of m-mmw
there into a grandiose dissertation on

t from
whemn‘ IBIHW should be the determining factor in com-
mittes appointments, concluding that ability should
come after senlority,

Millikin Helps Steam-Roll
Tﬂml was one other slap-down during the caucus,
Wilson objected to vud.u on sudden notice for um
Mcqinnis, Chicago War vet, as sergeant-at-arms,
unfair to the t
o't e KA m‘“.?m-ﬁa.



