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Fruit Of The One-Party System

\TEVER the ultimate outcome of'
: the political extravaganza now being
‘ staged by Georgia Democrats, it seems to
us that it has provided a lesson all South-
erners would do well to take to heart. Both
Governor Arnall and Herman Talmadge
are Jockeying for positlon on some of the
thinnest legal ice in American political his-
tory, and the reason is that Georgla, like
most Southern states, has kept the form of
partisan polities while abandoning the
substance.
1In order to malntain the fiction that it
conducts 1its government in accordance
with the Constitution of the United States,
Georgla stages a general election évery two
years. But, since there Is only one political
party, the general election is an utterly

meaningless fitual, a device for confirming
the real chi de in the Democratic
Primary. -

. et it is'out of that emptv formality that
all ‘the present jousting has grown. We
have noted before the stupendous lrony in-
herent In the claim of Herman Talmadge.
white supremacy advocate extraordinary.
which is based on the 675 write-in votes he
received In an election he doesn't believe
in. This overwhelming expression of the

popular will, Talmadge insists, gives Rim a
clear title to the seat left vacant by his
father’s death. Governor Arnall's refusal to
recognize his claim, he says bitterly, 15 an
effort “to thwart the people.

The people, certainly, aré golng to be
thwarted, whatever haooens. They are go-
ing to be governed for the next two years
by a man who has never been given their
stamp of approval, who, Indeed, has never
appeared before them In the role of candi-
date for the office he will hold.

It might be argued that this could also
happen under a two-party m. Of
course it could, but if would be far less
Iikely for the opposition party would never
lend ftself to the sort of deals being con-
sumated by the two factlons of Georgla
Democrats. It would in all probability force
some sort of election in order to get anoth-
er ¢crack at filling the vacancy with one of
Its own.

The one-party svstem lends itself inevi-
fably fo back-stairs poeliticking; In the
hands of unseruoulous men it can be used
to abridee the relationship between gov-
ernment and governed. In Georgia at the
moment it has reduced the Democratic
process to a travesty. And, let us remember,
it could happen here.

Gambling Is A Horrid Word .

AM H. HASKELL, a customer's

man for & firm of Wall Street brok-
ers, was called for jury duty In New York a
few weeks ago. Like many a good man and
true, he didn't want to serve, and he
thought he saw a way out. The case on
which he was to sit involved gambling. and
Mr. Haskell announced that he was dis-
qualitied “because I'm a gambling man
myself.”

The Implication of Mr. Haskell's state-
ment was not lost on President Emil
Bchram of the New York Stock Exchange.
Mr. Schram feels that there is a distinction
between the steck market and a roulette
wheel, so he promptly canceled Mr. Has-
kell's registration with the Exchange. “He
has a misconception of the business In
which he is engaged,” he announced tartly.

Well, somebody has a misconception. cer-
tainly. but we are not so certain it is Mr.
‘Haskell. We have been gazing in reflection
&t & chart in the Business & Finance sec-
tion of the current Time. There is & black
line which charts the course of the stock
market over the past twelve months, and &
Ted line which charts the course of indus-
trial production. The stock market curve
looks like & mountaln peak; the produc-

tion curve looks like its reflection in & lake.
In other words, as production fell off last
Spring, the stock market rose, and when
production began to rise the stock market
fell.

A good many citizens have argued In the
past that the Stock Market has no relation
to business, but this seems to prove the
contrary, In 1048 it had an Inverse rela-
tionship; what was bad news for the pro-
ducer and the consumer was good news for
the Brokers.

We don't know what Mr. Schram would
cal] this. but it looks to us like a great
many members of his Exchange were run-
ning a sort of sweepstakes. betting that
shortages would continue to keep prices at
sky-high levels, thereby guaranteeing a
killing for any company that got to the
market first with its goods after OPA got
the axe.

We are Inclined to agree with Mr, Has-
kell that this comes under the general
heading of gambling. And, remembering
the bleating that came from the suckers—
game appears equally constructive, and a
curve turned suddenly downward, we are
also constrained to note that dice a crap
game, apoears equally constructive, and a
ér, speculators — last Summer when the

For The Love Of Democracy

EMOCRACY 15 one of those words that
mean all things to all men, but rarely

has it been tortured as much as It has late-
1y In connection with the proposal for a
wet-dry referendum in Mecklenburg Coun-
ty. The proposal to let the residents of the
City declde for themselves whether to
drink legal or illegal liquor is praised on
one side as an ultimate expression of the
will of the people, and on the other as an
attempt to pervert democratic principles,
Both sides have been guilty of some fan-
ciful distortions, but the Drys, we think,
have won top honors to date. As-we under-
stand their position it goes like this: (1)
They want a statewide liquor referendum
which will continue ¢ounty option if they
lose, but dry up all the ABC counties if
they win. (2) In counties now legally dry
they don’t want any election at all. But
they want an immediate election in every
ABC county. (3) If an election is ferced in
dry counties they want it to be on a coun-
ty-wide basis because they know the great-
est strength of the ABC forces lies in the
gitles and towns; thus they bitterly op-
pose a separate election for the City of

Another Voice

Charlotte because they believe they will
lose it.

Even so reasonable a journal as The
Shelby Star has come out in opposition to
further localizing local option on the
grounds that “this is carrying democracy
to the point where it is not denfocracy.” We
recognize, of course, that all is falr in love,
war, and prohibition fights. we would like
to file 8 minor protest directed at both
sides. -

What is really involved In the debate is
this: The prohibitionists want to prevent
the sale of legal liquor, and they don't par-
ticularly care what legal device s used to
accomplish that end; the ABC advocates
want to authorize the sale of legal liquor,
and they don’t particularly care what legal
device is used to accomplish that end. Nel-
ther faction wants the people to speak un-
less they can be reasonably certain what
the people will say. .

8o far as we can see democracy has little
to do with any of this business. We suggest,
therefore, 2 moratorium on all prohibition
arguments, pro and con, beginning: “It is
the right of the peaple . . ., “The people
demand . or “On behalf of the regis-
tered voters ., ."

: Ragged Dick And Tattered Tom

ONE is Horatio Alger. Gone even is the

memory of his 119 books among today's
children. And those aging ones among us
‘who knew Ragged Dick and Tattered Tom
are suddenly broyght to face the fact that
Alger did die almost 50 years ago. and the
stuff he wrote was unworthy of immor-
tality. ¢

Nevertheless it seems a little sad that 92

per cent of the children questioned by the
New York’s Children's Aid Soclety -never
heard of Horatlo. Never heard of him?
Why, & whole generation grew up with
the comforting assurance through his
books that riches and honor accrue from
virtue as surely as tomorrow comes. You
certalnly must remember the formula. A
great good man takes a fancy to his
cheerful bootblack, and gives him a job as
an office boy, Through diligence and thrift
the office boy succeeds to wealth and hap-
piness, marrying the great man's daugh-
ter and taking over his industrial empire.
Tattered Tom did something like that —
but it _took him eight volumes to do it.
Ragged Dick did something like it in a
Tew less vi ~4nd the same theme ran
through Luck and Pluck, The Young Sales-
men, and those biographical works, From
Canal Boy to President and Farm Boy to
Senator.

Horatio never did either of the two
things e wanted to. He finally got him-
\8elf ordained as a Unitarian minister (his

ood ‘nickname was: “Holy Horatio”)
|but he worked at it only two years. And

he ‘never wrote a great and serious novel
— which seems to have been his other
ambition.

He ground out his rags-to-riches novels
sometimes at a rate of onme every two
weeks. He made two trips to Paris which
appear to have been entirely out of char-
acter for Holy Horatio, and which beset
him with the anguish of remorse. His
only real joy seems to have been in trans-
planting the gamins and raggamuffins
whom he knew as a patron of the News-
boys” Lodging House into the sentimental
and purifying pages of his books. But now
his old milieu has forgotten him. —Louis-
ville Courier-Journal.

Biggest change over the years has. been
in the price of apples, of which grand-
father usell to eat a dozen or two, without
notieing it, in an evening’s reading.

" In a few hours, Swedish sclentists can
8ge the whisky 10 years, instead of the

customer—as frequently happens if the -

stuff is fresh-bolled.

A national magazine that asks “What
makes married people fight?" Can brace
itself for tens of thousands of replies, some.
of t::111!:!1 may have to be opened’ under
wal

ow, In The Handwriting On This Wall, We Observe—'

Bertram Benedict

Defense At A Saving

ministration is no guaranty of economy and effi-
clency if the unit w be administered {3 too huge —
indeed, that the experience of business corporations
has been that decentralization is often necessary for
savings and close supervision. This side argues
forther that competition keeps the Army and Navy
each on its toes. and that any real advantages of
unification are obtainable. and have been obiained
v co-operation between the two services.—Editorial
Research Repor!

Jan. 6. He re-recommended a single Department of
National Defense in his budget message deltvered on
Jan, 10. In both messages he declared that unifica-
tion would cut the cost of Govermment as well as
advance the efficiency of mational defense.

Certatnly the national defense cost would seem 10
be the most single fruitful field for cutting Govern-
ment costs ax a whole, whether or not the efficiency
of the Army and the Navy would thereby be impaired.
(The President said in the Budget message that the
national defense item represented a_“proper balance
between security and economy.”» The estimate for
national defense during 1948 is more than 11 1 4 bil-
lons in total estimated experditures of slightly more
than 37 1.2 billions. That is almost exactly 30 per
cent. S

Senator Seaper Says:

ONSIDER the letter-carrier. s he makes his mo-
notonous round. Is he not entitled to porta
portal-ta-portal pay?

-to-

An ex-colonel and 34, actor Jimmy Stewart wisely

The estimated national defense cost for 1048 torsakes the boyish bag of tricks. One still recalls
seems small If you compare It wilh the War-tme  wip a shudder the sad decline of Charley Ray, who
cost. estimate is 70 billions (87 per cenl)  uay running around barefoot In his 40°s
less than the expendltures on war in the fiscal year

Another qualified paredise s the, South Polar
reglon. where there are no cold germs’no weeds, no
insects and—held i, boys—no wemen.

The ten best-dressed women are picked, and have
their little day of publicity. And then there's Sally
Rand, who wasn't even playing.

1945. It Is 34 billions (75 per cent) less than’ the
national defense expenditures during the first re-
conversion fiscal year of 1946.

However, the 1048 estimate for national defense
1ooms Inrge 1f compared with the actual expenditure
before the war. It s § billlons (80 per cent) higher
than the actual cost in the preparedness year of
1941, and almost 10 billlons (700 per cent) higher
than actual cost in the prewar year of 1039,

Proposals ta unify the sdministration of the Army
and Navy have frequently come to the fore at times
when the need to cut Government costs was pressing.

The talk seems to dwell exclusively on Dewey
Taft. Vandenberg. Stassen et al. and one might as
well face the inevitable: That we shall have no fur-
ther use for our Hoover button.

“The rolling
o

from side to side of Liverpocl tram
cars has produced after of

Marquis Childs . .

Republican

T’f; between the solld phalanx
of regular Republicans and the mi-

ASHINGTON The nature of this compromise
FIRST BRUSH,"n the Sen- Was not, course, snnounced to
the Senate, Bul it was well known
%o the Republican rebels. Against
came that

.' Rebels 4

nority of liberal

out exactly as expected. The lib-
erals sounded off with some atir-
ring talk, and the regular Repube
lickns went right on with thetr
busineas &s it had been first plan-
ned and laid out.

But this does not mean that tne
lberals within the Republican ma-
Jority can be blithely Ignored dur-
ing the present sesslon. They are
highly ‘articulate. They are quite
Indifferent ta the frowns of the
leagership. And they intend to

vmake themselves heard on every
possible occasion.
The test came over continuation
of the Senale’s Special Defense
Investigating Committee. The Re-
publican commlttee on policy, un-
der the efficient chalrmanship of
Ben. Robert ‘A. Taft, had decided
to grant this committee an addi-
tiona] year of existence.
REASON SIMPLE

‘The reason for this decision was
simple. Tt lay In the stout, deter-
mined figure of Maine's Sen. Owen
Brewster. If the committee was
Riven & new lease on life, Brew-
ster would be its chalrman. That

e vista which Brewste

found {rresistible. After all, hadn

chalmanship of
committee (o the Presidency?

But there-vere also good reasons
to hesitate. Brewster had
talking about an investigation of
the American occupation of Ger-
many. An investigation could up-
set_the apple cart of our policy
in Europe, as responsible men such
as Sen. Arthur H. Vandenberg very
well knew,

Finally a compromise was work-
ed out that was intended to placate
all concerned. The Defense Inves-
tigating Committee, with ita prom-
ise of sensational headlines, was to
be continued and that would make
Brewster happy. But In return he
would have to promise ta keep out
of Germany and off the toes of the
Armed Forces Committee.

Harold Ickes

New Liberal Group

WASHINGTON

E liberals who, under the name
‘Americans for Democratic Ac-
tion." took such & firm stand at their
meeting in Washington on Jan. 4
pretty effectively cut the ground
out from under the feel of thr
Henry A. Wallace liberal group
iProgressive Citizens of Americat
that had met in New York a week
carller. The Progressive Cilizens of
America in New York tried to eat

thing that is pretty
They cither lacked the sagaciy (o
recognize the problem that the
communists have created for lib-
eralism or the courage to appl

gressives, whichever they may care
1o call themselves, Who want nelther
part nor parcel with Communism
even in a diluted form, will now
know with which of these two groups
to ally themselves, provided, of
course, that they will want o’ join
either, Some will elect to remnin
aloof from both groups, until they
can be certain that they can be
as free {rom party machine domina-
tion as they are from Communistic

Back in 1912 President Taft appointed a Commis-
sion on Efficiency and Econemy. Il was considering
unification of the armed forces When its life was
terminated by Congress.

British sallors.” For the budding contortionist, noth-
ing could be nicer than the fourth seat in & taxicab,

In a way, making an international loan and then
After World War 1, when the Harding Admin-  deprétiating the dollar is like bringing the basket
\stration aimed at pruning Government costs IR  of fruil to the hospitalized pal and helping him eat
general and defense costs in particular, President the sam
Harding, {n July, 1922, recommended to Congress that

the Army and Navy be merged. ‘The recommendstion

was not rencwed by President Coolidge. During the
depression of 1932, the House Appropriations Com-
mittee called for unification, but the House voted
down the proposal by & narrow margin.

The Navy has almost always opposed unification.
except for occasional proposals to place the Army
uncer the Navy. The Army has frequently supported
unfication, occasionally opposed it.  Until today the
line-up has been Army for, Navy againat,

Supporters of unification point to the duplication
of similar activitles, equipment and personnel In the
1wo separate armed forces
when he was chairman of the Senate War
ing Committee, declared that this duplication had led
not only to higher costs but also to inefficiency, de-
lay. Iack of standardization, harmful rivalry.

Opponents of unification argue that a single ad-

e baying of
anather of the lat
*1 gotta talk loud.

world diplomats brings to mind
e W. C. Fields' lines, in a film:
T'm the sheriff.”

An ant, says & biologist, is more intelligent than
the whale—and it may be true. Happily, though, one
does not have to pick whales out of the plenié layer
cake.

The People’s Platform 1s avaflable to any
reader who cares to mount 1. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewritten tf
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and obscenity will be deleted—otherwise
anything goes. Each letter must be signed. al-
though. in erceptional cases and upon request,
z.xr;‘mm withhold the writer's name.—Editors,

N

Drew Pears;m’s %
Merry-Go-Round +

Byrnes Called Molotov’s

pe i
NON-PARTISAN?

The question remains whether
Anericans for Democratic Action,
which was launched with the bless-

ing of Mrs, Franklin D. Rooseveltr that the

15 & organization within the Demo-
craljc Party or an independent
loeral group not allied with elther
of the major parties. A unification,
regardless of party, in behall of
liberal policies and’ candidates, is
highly desirable. But even if liberals
within the Republican Party should
organize, as like-minded persons
have done within the Democratic
Party, there would still be & cleay-

age Dbetween the liberals of the
country -that would constitute ®
weakness

In 1912, Theodore Roosevelt tried
to draw together liberals vegardless
of party. He nearly succeeded in
doing this with the Progressive
Party. Perhaps he might have a

Dalton,

Bluff On Italy’

the pl i special
e plan to continue the
committee. -
Sen, Charles W. Tobey of -New
New England fashion. He revi
ihe objectives of the Reorganization
Act, pointing out the confusion and
uncertainty caused in the past by
overlapping committees. The con-
tinuation of a special committee at
the very start of the new sesslon
would, he argued, weaken the whole
Ppurpose of the reorganization. |
‘Once we start on this reverse

trend,” Tobey said, "we not oniy
promote confusion, waste and inef-
liclency, but also provide the occa-
stons “for
5

ratching

log-rolling and back-
and deals in which

Ty and personal privjjege
that the La Follette-Monroney Bill
was intended, In part ai least, to
cure

Then Sen. Wayne Morse of Ote-
Ron 100k the floor. As a member of
the Armed Forces Committee, he,
had, of course, sat in on the session
which the compromise with
Brewster was agreed to, axing
eight points, Morse showed pretty
conclusively that there was no case
for any specinl committee. To @nnke
his positlon consistent, he with=
drew a request he had previously
put before the Senate for & spe-
cial commitiee to Investigate Army
and Navy court-martials, Instesd
Morse recommended that this In-

vestigation be carried out by mem-
of the new Armed Forces
Committee.

ON 70 VICTORY

No one had any ilusions, while
the debate went on. that the pasi-
tion of the Republiean leadershi
would be altered. The leaders know
where they want to go. They are
on the way to ultimate victory in
1948,

tained his goal if the nom:nation
of Woodrow Wilson by the Demo-
crats had not kept within that party
most of the liberals that it already
contalned. But, following 11

cause Theodo
no longer carry the flag
cause George W. Perkins, who
in control of what remained of the
Progressive organization, was chger
to lead the remnants of the Pro-

gressives into the Republican camp,
the Progressives disintegrated, The
late Robert M. LaFollette, of Wis-
consin, again rased the liberal
flag when he ran for nt

1974 He, o, failed. Later, w

high hearts, the liberals flocked
to Franklin D, Roosevell in 1632

Now, they are not only divided
between the Democratic and Repub-
lican partles, they are separated.
among themselves. with the Ameri-
cans for Democratic Action turn!
a stern face toward Communism
and the Proghsive Citizens of
merica_apparently willing o be

Perhaps 1t still is not too late for
real liberals to form an indepenfient
organization free of the dominance,
of elther of the major parly ma-|
chines. The domestic objectives of|
the liberals are practically identi-|
cal. The real difference between|
ihe two existing organizations is|

sogressive  Citl
Ameriea lacked the couragc, as f|
did the vision, to draw & sharp luae|
as o Communism. The only basis
on which liberalism can hope taf
maintain itself n this country i
that of a determined exclusiow of]

Deimocratic Action wns an organi-|
zation working within the Demo-
cratic Party, was unfortunatel
one which naturally drew protests
from some quarters and ralsed
doubts {n others. This movement,

would quickly lose Its vitality if it
became entangled with the Domo-
cratic machine, with its poll tax|

states in the South and its corrupt

city machines in the Noi

(NOTE—This is the secand of Drew Pearson's col-
umns on the secret conversations beiween Beeretary of
State Bymes and the Bussiang which finally broke the
UBA-USSR deadlock.) .

WASHINGTON
LIMAX of the bitter, long-drawn diplomatic battle be-
tween Russia and the U States came when the
Yugosifvs walked out of the peace talks in New York, and
then came round to Secretary Byrnes next day thinking
they could horse-trade, . They found, however. that the
long-suffering Secretary of State was in no horse-trading
mood

the United States was reconciled

He told them that
to the fact that there would be no peace treaty and he
didn‘t want to discuss the matter further 8. troops, he

sald, would remain in Trieste indefinitely

This horrified the Yugoslavs. Also it worried the Rus-
Apparently they thought the United States was
s0 anxious to ign ace treaty that Byrnes could be
badgered and bullied indefinitely. So when Bymes .told
Yugoslav Delegate Edvard Karelj that American patience
had reached the end of its rope, Molotov came to see him
immediately.

In much more concillatory mood, the Russian Forelgn
Minister asked what the trouble was,

“We've been here for days” replied Byrnes, "and in
all that time the only things we can agree on are three
minor provisions In the Italian Treaty which involve the
use of the word ‘or' and the use-of the words ‘in particular.’
On the other 49 provisions, there has been no agreement and
7o prospect of one; yet these provislons were passed by &
two-thirds' vote In Paris, as stipulated by Russia.

“We've adopted the Russian plan of procedure, but even
50 you wont come to an agreement,” Byraes continued.
“So’ the United States simply cannot afford to wait. I.
for ohe, am reconciled to not having a treaty. We'll just
et mlong without one. I've been the man who has been
pushing for the treaties, but now I've changed my mind.”

Molotov Reverses
YRNES also proceeded to give Molotov some friendly byt
muhl-tm-.m-nwulder adviee ‘on U, 83‘15!!": 2'
“You don't seem to realise” he sald, “that Russis has
Mwmmnwmu;mm;tmm;

Up In this country. Most people had great admiration for
Russia. But its gone now. When you follow a consistent
policy of calling us names, naturally you cam't expect us to
love you." . .

rnes also suggested that Molotov check with some
of the heads of the Russian satellite nations .who had close
contacts among Czecho-Americans and Yugoslav-Americans.
regarding the sentiment of thé American public”toward
Russia.

Molatov seemed shaken by Byrnes's statement. Almost
immediately he said he would agree to fifteen important
provisions in the Italian Treaty. And in the regular treaty
talks which followed, he began to make decisions and shell
out favorable concessions as if he really meant business.

From that point on, there was smooth sailing. In the

arms inspection by the United Nations, including inspec-
tion on thelr own sovereign soil.

Molotov, of course, had received new instructions from
the Politburo in Moscow. Alsa he had received assurances
1 es that there was no danger of the Tnited States
changing its position on the veto for at least one ye
'n\unf 'élolubur?;mmmucum were largely the result of the
firm but friendly advice given Molotov by Bymes during
weeks of talking to each other in Paris and New York.
Byrnes finally had won out.

British Bargain On Ruhr .
/THOUGH they didn't leak out at the tme Byrnes also

had some differences with the British, one of the most
vigorous being over payment of the British deficit in its
occupation zone in Germany.

e Britsh zone, including the wealthy Ruhr indus-
tries, operated last year on a $400000000 deficii, while
the less wealthy American zone, with a less dense popula-
tjon but more agriculture, operated on & $200000.000 deficit.

‘Some American officials have resented the fact that the
British grabbed off the prize part of Germany when they
todk over the Ruhr. For although battered now,
1t 13 the backbone of Germany. Ex-Secretary of the Treasury
Morgenthau s credited with giving the British this prize
plum,
Under the U. S.-British plan of pooling the operation
of the two zones, the United States has agreed to help pay.
the British deficits on a 50-50 basis. However, Foreign
Minister Bevin, goaded by Chanceilor of the Exchequer Hugh

with the proposal that .the
B eas ot 8 it per cent of the British deficit.

United States pay not 50 but 60
nt that the British

Be ut up & sorrowful argume!
had had 15 'bortow heasily from the United States. that
they wanted to buy U. 5. goodsi and that shey couldnt
afford to bear such a heavy burden in occupicd Germany.

Byrnes listened carefully, finally countered:

“I1L tell you what well do. 1f you trade zones with
us, we'll take over 60 per cent of the British deficit.
© " Bymes has always uat\;‘uoﬂklhu rmﬂ:m M

cesn't particularly like, gave
e drepllad Pihat he couldnt do that without con-

Cabinet.
““"'»"\"&J}"’e.u them up.* shot back Byrnes, who believes in|
{ast actlon, I've got a direct phone to London right here.

Pevin hemmed and hawed, He knew what the reaction)
of the British Cabinet would be. Instead. he brought in a|
Britisn financial expert named Whaley and asked him ‘tg
expiain the British financisl position in more detail to
the American Secretary of State.

Byrnes Outscotches Scots
¥ - said Byrnes, waniing to make the financlal}
expert feel at home. “that’s an interesting mame.
have & friend named Whaley from South Carolina on the
"ot Claims (Judge Richard §. Whaley of Charleston).
o & Scat. If youre a Seot, I'm sure you can drive )
el ed to give B A even ‘more
. Whaley proceeded to give Bymes a
woetr pinture ‘of the Britush financlal situstion than had
Toein. He pot up & convincing argument. Finally Byrnes

‘weil

r cent.”

‘However, there was still no enthusiasm. Byrnes, of

W course, knew in advance that his offer would be turn
d

lown..
That is a brief glimpse at the inside of some of ow

at the canny
man who weathered one of the roughest diplomatic
in our history and left our forelgn relations much
for his work.




