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IERE has never been any real division

production had risen ﬂurlng June until it

of opinjon over the i that
the “only. final cure for inflation is full
strial production. Now that we have
‘more or less given up the effort to treat
‘the painful symptoms of the disease, the
warious indices of production take on new
‘tmportance as s progress report on the
to see whether natural forces will be'
@ble to cure this country of inflation
ithout weakening it so that it will relapse
Into deflation.

© Tt 1s good to note, therefore, that there is
an excellent chance that industrial produc-
[ tion In July may have equalled all previous
peacetime recards. This represents real
‘progress, for there was a steady decline In
the Federal Reserve Board index during the
‘Winter months due to strikes. the termina-
tion of war contracts. and retooling. In
February the index was 18.3 per cent below
‘hlt for August, 1945, the last mon*h of war
productlcn but by June It had climbed
b-.ck to within 8.6 per cent of the August
 level. The odds are good, according to
Civilian Production Administrator John D.
‘8mall, that July's record may equal Au-
: gust’s, which will mean that we have be-
gun to produce to meet the needs of peace
at the rate established under the pressure
of war.

It i85 also noteworthy that for many of
the commodities now in extreme shortage

LMO ROPER, who rings doorbells for
Fortune, has been around asking &
gross-section whether private employment
ould be based on efficlency or need. This
‘was his hypothetical question: If you had
%0 make a choice between laying off an
b extremely efficient worker who could be
‘gupported by relatives, and a much Jess
efficlent married man with a family and
i no other means of support, which would
L you keep? It is ‘not surprising that the
. general public voted in favor of keeping
the Inefficlent family head, but the same
trend showed among employers, both large
-and small.

" What this proves, of course, is that the
 businessman has a big heart, which is
tertl.lnly a fine thing. But Fortune finds
he report quite disturbing. “Translated
nto national policy, (it) would mean a
 gharp restriction on two kinds of com-
‘petition that have always been part of
L 3his country's economic system. One is the
npetition between individuals to better
i their position. The other ls the competi-
tlon between business tirms, which in seek-
to increase profits by lowering costs
we again and again broadened the mar-
t for their goods. Society must solve the
‘problem of family welfare in those cases
here the head of the family Is a poor
provider. But to do so by disregarding
‘efficlent workmanship, raising labor costs,
and of necessity raising consumer prices
. awould seem to be the most expensive form
of charity.”

< This would seem to be. by inference at
Jeast, & call for a return to Government
planning, and It is a little startling com-
Ing from a magazine that is the Bible of
the biggest businessmen. As we recall it,
‘the New Deal was based on just some such

INVERSATION, it has been pointed

. out, never got any veteran in out of the
#8in. Nevertheless, a good deal of it is
i mecessary as a preliminary to any really
large-scale building effort in Charlotte,

and 1t is good to see the veterans them-
@clves organlzing a committee to tackle the
[ problem.

i The new Committee plans a survey to de-
 termine the needs of Charlotte veterans,
and, wisely, they are breaking the demand
down Into homes for purchase and rental
'housing. They then intend to assist veter-
‘ans, and contractors. in chopping their
 way through the red tape that entangles
yeterans’ priorities on building matertals.
i The Committee recognizes that many
wveterans are unable to build houses for
themselves at today's inflated pgices.
‘Wisely, they are placing emphasis on the
construction of rental housing. We shall
‘be surprised, indeed. if thelr survey does
mot Indicate a demand in this field far
 greater than the demand for building pri-*
vate houses. And the Committee can serve

ilnolhcr Voice
Bolsheviks And

¥ what The Charlotte News reports s
- accurate, and we wouldn't accuse that
‘yeliable newspaper of printing the false,
the Congressional Committee on, Un-Amer-
dean Activities (formerly known ‘as the Dies
tto) evidently has its wires crossed up
the Blanton “divorce mill” case
In Mecklenburg County.
The News states that an Investigator
[ Yepresenting this committee has shown up
n Charlotte to look Into the Blanton case,
:This case apparently Involves allega-
ns pertaining only to barratry, subor-
to perjury, ete., as related to the
yorted functioning of a scheme whekeby
tisfied married couples could get un-
cwllt!y and at a minimum of incon-

'd! may be that in the -earlier days

ded levels in May, 1945,
one of the peak war-time months. In ex-
cess of all previous peacetime records was
output of Iumber, furniture, plate glass,
clay products, gvpsum and plaster pro-
ducts, ravon, woal textiles, shoes, tobacco
produets and coal. These were the figures
President Truman referred td when he
pleaded against abandonment of OPA just
when we were almost past the peak of our
troubles.

There still remalns a tremendous gap
between supply and demand. of course,
and moreover there are many complica-
tions in distributlon that tend to keep
goods off the market. Prices will not level
out of their own accord until demand i3
met, and in the case of bullding materials,
for instance. that day ls years away even
if all previous productlon records are
doubled.

We have no desire to digress here into &
discussion of whether or not OPA Is re-
tardi-~ production. We rest with reporting
that the Federal production indlces were
rising steadily under OPA, continued to
rise during its suspension, and are still go-
Ing up now that some semblance of con-
trol is in effect again. As long as they con-
tinue to mount there is still reason to
hope that the injury the national etonomy
i8 certain to sustain in the months shead
will not be fatal.

Fortune Discovers A Warm Heart

proposition as this—taking the burden of
charity off private Industry and making
it a function of the state to “solve the
problem of family welfare in those cases
where the head of a family is & poor pro-
vider.” And, as we further recall, it was
decided by the people of the United States,
or at least by thelr elected representatives,
that this was contrary to the .American
way.

And yet, according to this survey, Amer-
ican employers, the citizens who have al-
ways cried loudest against Federal social
planning. are more than willing to spend
thelr own good money to keep the wolf
away from an inefficient employee's door.
Proudly calling themselves hard-headed
businessmen, they demonstrate, when put
to the test, a softness of the heart in any-
body's languags, and in Fortune’s, & soft-
ness of the head.

‘There is only one fallacy in Fortune's
logie. That
absolute efficiency is the goal of the Amer-
lcan system. It isn’t, even though many a
businessman likes to think it is. But when
he comes down to putting his cold, precise
production schemes into effect he always
runs into a tangled snarl of human rela-
tions, and. except in rare Instances, he
yields on the side of the angels.

And this, we suspect, may be the only
real safeguard the American Way has. We
can think, offhand, of a couple of methods
of increasing productive efficlency, both of
which have been put to a practical test.
But the result, in Germany and Russia,
was te produce a race of faceless men. We
prefer to pay a little more for that white
shirt, if we ever get it, and keep inefficient
old Uncle John busy puttering around his
loom.

iThe Veterans Tackle the Housing Problem

no more valuable a function than to pro-
tect desperate veterans from saddling
themselves with the purchase of houses
they cannot afford

The Committee isn't likely to work any
miracles, of course, but it can be depended
upon to attack the housing problem with
great vigor and a healthy impatiences Vet
erans themselves, the Committee members
are not likely to forget the pressing need
of those who are riow homeless. The recent
success of the Independence Post of the
American Leglon In surmounting obstacles
that had stumped many less energetic
civic groups points the way.

Now that the Congress has adjourned
without taking action to relieve the hous-
ing shortage, the burden falls exclusively
upon the individual communities. Chair-
man Nixon and his colleagues on the Vet-
erins Committee are taking up a share of
that burden, and they are entitled to the
whole-hearted co-operation of all con-
cerned.

Divorce Mills

be a solemn and abiding union, and so
did the members of other rellgious sects
among the colonists and thelr hardy de-
scendants down through .several genera-
tions. But during the past few decades
divorce has become one of the leading
American “industries” In fact, we are
told by some authorities that the United
States leads the world nowadays in the
number of divorces in proportion to.mar-
riages.

I this Is true, the divorce business 1s
largely an American Institution. Just where
an investigator for a Congressional com-
mittee charged with probing un-American
activities fits into a case involving such a
peculiar American activity, deponent know-
eth not.—Winston-Salem Journal.

With film directors moving' into the
$1,000,000 salary class, real iInflation can
be sald to be upon us, and Hollywood; if
smart, will Lock up its stage money.

lles in the assumption that’

PeoBle’s Platform
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A Great Disservice?

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tae Nzws:
WITHOUT in any way condoning the brutal mur-
the

rage provoked no protests in your editorial columns,
Why? Was mass_murder less reprehensible be-
cause It mpmed in Palestine rather than Georgia?

e Irgun Zval Leami, which bombs snd murders

use it 15 & Jewish

ders of four Negroes in Georgla or
tactics and policles of Mesars, and Bilbo,
might 1 state that Tre Nzws is doing the South &
great disservice in following the hysterical hue and
cry set up by the Northern press. It is my opinion
that such publicity inflames and aggravates the sit-
uation rather than helps.

As meny others have stated, and Tuz NEws hs—s
admitted, so-called “outside interference” was
large part responsible for the recent elections of Bnbo
and Talmadge slong with the attendant flare-up of
racial tension. Further sccentuation and irrespons
sible discussion by the press and left-wing organiza-
tions tends only to stir up the fiames of prejudice on
both sides to fever pitch,

It 15 a well-known fact that the Communist
Party and its fellow-travelers are eagerly bidding !or
the favor of minority groups in America. They ar
very happy to pounce upon such a “cause celebre"

such as the Monroe mcident i order to stir up dis-
conbent among Negroes with the aim of using their
support In ultimately oven.hrowlnx our present form
of government. The pity of it all is that responsible
persons and newspapers are gullible enough to act
as effective propaganda agents in their behalf. And
those who view such incidents in their proper per=
spective are labeled as “fascists”, “Claghorns”, “anti~
Semites”, etc.

What the leftists are doing aided and abetted
by Tue NEws and others who ought to know better,
is Indicting the whole state of Georgla and the entire
South for the crimes of twenty men. As Talmadge
stated, similar incldents have occurred In Detroit and
numerous other Northern areas, inflicting much great-
er loss of life and injury and having much wider
participation; yet created no such widespread furor
&3 the “Monroe Massacre” has.

Another interesting point brought out by Tal-
madge was that during his previous three terms as
“white supremacy” governor of Georgia no lynchings
ocecurred. ms to be pretty well ignored by the
agitators who foster the impression that lynchings
will be a common, everyday occurrence in Georgia
now that Talmadge has been elected.

While Te Nxws is 5o outraged by the brutality
existant In Georgia, It might well turn its attention
to some of the crimes in our own falr city. Scarcely a
week-end goes by that one or more Negroes, most of
them undoubtedly just as innocent as the Monros
victlms, is ruthlessly murdered in this city, And,
eventually, some other Negm receives a light prison
sentence for the d loes THE News editorial
page not ring with lnrllsmuon over these crimes?
Is the murder of s Negro by, another Negro less
helnous than when committed by a white man? Is
the murder of 30 Negroes over a period of time less
cutrageous than four killed at one time?

But since Trr Nsws is an admitted exponent of
meddling in other people's mffairs and asserts that
protest of brutality “knows no artificial boundaries”,
perhaps it would prefer to go farther afleld. How-
ever, why stop at Georgia? Even fouler deeds of
greater magnitude than the Georgla lynchings are
happening all over the world. I am sure that Russia,
Palestine, Paland, Roumapia, Bulgaria, Austria, China
and other countries would provide atrocities for you to
condemn that would make the Georgia slayers look
like ptkers. For instance, Chinese Communists am-
bushed and slew four American Marines just the
other day. How sbout some editorial comment on
these murders?

nother example is the recent bombing of the
King Dnvld Hotel in Jerusalem resulting in the death
of more than 87 innocent persons ot different ages,
sex, nationality and race. Yet, as I recall this out-

Drew Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round e

1

Greek, Indlan, New Zealanders, watching

It’s their peace,

and they are watching.

Far below, under the klieg lights, sits Jimmy Bymes—
patient, pollbe Jimmy Bymes—never leaving his seat, never
s into the microphone. He's
French, Anothcr man speaks.
t takes hours.
become modernized?
Fifteen years ago the Pan-American Unlon .adopted
phones and simultaneous cnmlaunn Delegates -could pick
inslated simultaneously in
ench Spanish, Porcuguese. wlth no waste of

1alling Len. L A mi
inte rprethx

He's lnterpreung Molowv m English, .
‘When, you wonder, will diplomacy ever

‘up an earplione and get 8 5
English,

Peace Weapon's‘

PARIS
'T'S hot in the galleries of the Palace of Lixembourg. In
the top gallery sit hundreds of newsmen—Chinese, Siamese,
& man speak far
below. Newsmen trom all over fhe sorld o watching the peace.
‘What's done here will affect their countries
from Baluchistan to Iceland, from Saskaichewan to Samx

orgs.nlzallon than the Gentue Ku K.lux Klan which
burns a cross on a mountain?

Please, let us give each act of brutality ita proper
proportlon of editorial condemnation no matter
where it 15 committed or who perpetrates it.

—IB.

(NOTE: This eloquent effort to condone lynch-
ing in Georgie by pointing out that the South has no
monopoly on brutality 15 sn outstanding example of
the type of self-delusion to which we have objected
editarially. Here are a few of the facts the writer has
distorted, in the order of their occurrence: (1) THR
News has never labeled as fascist or antl-Semitic any
Southerner, outside the Ku Kiux Klan, who honnuy
sought to defend his reglon’s record in the fleld of
race relations; (2) PFugene Talmadge claims there
were no lynchings during his previous three terms
23 governor of Georgia, but the record shows fourteen;

(3) THE NEws has consistently decried Mecklenburg's ~

high homicide rate and has campaigned for many
years against the inadequate sentences handed out to
convicted murderers, white or black. If denunciation
of men:like Talmadge and Bilbo, Whose record demon-
strates their personal corruption and who themselves
Incite raclal hatred as part of their political stock in
trade, can be construed as part of 8 Communist plot
to “Inflame and aggravate the situation™ then we,
along with at least 50 per cent of the Southern press,
are gulity as charged.—Eds, Trz Nrws)

The People’s Platform is avatlable to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be Am !han .700 word: typewritten if
possible, and of the paper.
Libet and obscenlty will bc deleted-othenmsn
anything goes. Each letter must be signed, al-
though, in exceptional cases and upon request,
we u;{ill withhold the writer's name.—Editora,

Quote, Unquote

by the
Blg Five, on whlch the United Nations Charter
‘was bullt, now seems impossible of achievement. The
world needs a new pattern.—Dr. Herbert: Rudd,’ Uni~
versity of New Hampshire philosophy professor. :

No country can any longer depend solely on ite
own protective arrangements, ' Each must be a5«

Marguls Chdds

t.he Jobs are .uper-auper and sh

n named must be of the hlghut
aplmy and integrity, for l.hzy
will control the greatest force in
the world.

Originally, the Presdent had
‘hoped to be able to name the five
members of the newly created
Atomic ‘Commission be(ou
Congress adjourned. He had hoped
to have them confirmed be(orc the
aen-u departed for the fong re-

that Congress has ad-
Jonrned they will )Jllvo to be Injerim
sub,

. Chapman to be

ona nnn-plrﬂun, r:‘ﬁumu Ro -
erystal-gazing - is see
‘what a‘ McEellar man would do
in the TVA job.

to be foun o
pmhlem of filling an !mpotunt Job
comes up. This was one reason for
the long delay in na Full
Employment Board.,

PLANS RECAST

The President originally asked
Undersecretary of the Interlor Oscar
chairman’ of the
Chapman beueved s busi-
ness man shoul one of thy
three members. Bul at the same
time Senator Robert Wagner of

board.

tion when the Senate returna. That
13 unfortunate because of the far-
reaching importance of this com-
mission. While apparently it was
imposaible, it would havo been
highly deslrable if the new com-
missfon could have started off with
the blessing of the Congress that
created it.

The White House has sifted o
great number of namea coming
from many sources. One of those
conaldered early aa a member of
the commission, and perhaps even
as chalrman, wes David Lilienthal
of the Tennessee Valley Authority,
Lillenthal was chnlmnn of
State Department committee that
drafted the repon 1irst proposing
an international atomic develop~

. ment authority.
LILIENTHAL OUT

8oon, however, Lillenthal's name

was el The firat reason

N vu thnt 1t would be difficult or
with

find snyone
cnpuclty

irmanahi;
Another and mm:whlt
Eon political reason also entered

One of Lillenthal's most voclf-
erous enemies ia Senator Kenneth
McKellar of Tennessee, It was
not that McKellar would have op-
posed his confirmation as
atomic commissioner. The veteran
Tennesseean, who ls running for
re-election at the age of 77, would
have leaped at that opportunity
lke = trout to the fly.

His next step would have been

demand the right to name
Lillenthal's successor on TVA. Mc-
Kellar, whose record as a patronage
seeker 13 unrivaled, has salways
taken the attitude that TVA is local
patronege, on a par with post-
masterships, and therefore to be
dealt out to the deserving. Lilien-
thal has insisted on keeping TVA

Peter Edson

Aftermath

WASHINGTON

ONGRESSMEN running for re-
election this year are afratd of
what New York Senator James M.
Mead's committee expose of the
Garsson brothers' goings-on may
do to them now and in November.
For years the Republlcans have
“Democratic

. Heap it onto the 51 per
cent Republican majority reported
in the last Gellup Poll and you
have the making of & good old-
fashioned political rout.

A few Congressmen are inclined
to feel that the .lightning has
struck already, They point to the
fact to the time the
Garsson investigation began, there
had been less than half a doten
political upsets in nearly 200 pri-
mary contests. Defeat of that
many Congressmen running for re-
election is politically negligible.

But in the recent Georgia pri-
mary four of the incumbents were
knocked out, and in the Oklahoma
primary three more stalwarts bit
the dust. To some political dope-
sters, this is the handwriting of
doom upon the walls of the teme

ple.
TEST COMING
‘The test as to whether or not
this i3 a revolt will come in ep-
-suing Southern primaries. If &
number of the incumbent Congress-
men . are  unseated - In these pri-
maries, they. may be able.to . blame
part of .thelr troubles on:the Mead
expose.

Fin lally, the amounts’involved

~ to Congreaa.

given one of
three places. This compelled the
President to recast his plans en=
The chllrmnuhlp finally
went to Edwin G. Nourse, 8 dis-
tinguished economist n( the Brooks~
ings Institution, with Keyserling s
one of the other two members.

One of the real dangers in ap-
pointing the atomic commissloners,
pamculmy alm:e the appointments
will be is that they may
fall to emlnendy respectable stuffed
shirts, The name of one individual
in .that category ls rumored for

the chalrmanship.

l! this happens, it will be
tragedy. The jobs are tao big !ar
that, too vital The eminent
stuffed shirts have an advantage,
of course, in that they usually have
private means to help eke out Gove
emment salaries. They nre lonc on

will have their
‘Washington.
That seems an adequate “llr’.
But by the tim
here, finds & house m nul orere
crowded Washington, begins to
meintain the offictal ‘pm.lﬂnn which
such an sppolntment calls for,
815,000 does not look so large, Ine
come laxes take & generous slice.
What i3 more, any man with the
capacity and beckground for such
2 Job would be likely to be In &
much higher income bracket. The
inftial sppointments sre for twe

eadqulmn in

years.
WANT AD

Mazbe a want sd woud help the
Pruldent ‘Wanted:—A
Dinaesa of mind. bignass of -pm:
and imaginstion: able to take part
in controlllng the stuff the uni
verse 1a made of; apply to the
White House.

Of Exposea

son expose such political dyna-
mite is the fact that it is s0 hu-
man., In and out of the witness
chair moves a parade of charariers
right out of something by Ring
Lardner.

Benjamin Pranklin Pleld.
tor” Henry M. Garsson
brother Murray. Joe Weiss,
Jacobson. A couple of good-iook-
ing stenogs. Press sgents and pho-
tographers.
Parties are held at New York's
their

man. Over-stuffed generals dance
with_brides.
SHADY DEALS

Senators. Bribery. There it a
plethora of shady deals and ,crime
inal records esgalnst s Washing-
ton backdrop.

Flashback to France, where 8 few
mortar shells exploded too soon,
to kill a few GI Joes.

‘What you have here i3 the Wash-
ington that most people tell you
doesn’t exist. This is the Holly-
wood idea of Washington. The
play i3 directed not by Senator
Mead but by Frank Capra. Char-
acter actors aren't needed. The
cast can play it straight. Award
it this year's “Oscar” as the great
American tragic-comedy and you
can't go wrong.

* The tming is perfect. It comes
just at the psychological moment
when (he people may be looking
for someone to blame for all their
woes.  The first, convenient goats
for - thia political Bikini may be
the - candidates uv for re-election

1n'the Garsson'case ‘are ‘very small;
of

NG FOK MEAD?
Mead is making a lot of

sured of satisfactory controls In all other
as well.—Dr.
tster of Natlonal Health.

It is time for somebody to call attention to the
fact that the membera of the United Natlons or-

ganization would think more clearly und -ct more

patiently if there ‘ere guzzling
Daniel L. Marsh, prulclem. anbon univen(qy‘

There are at least two major secret weapona
existence which sclentists belleve are’ potentially
dangerous to mankind as the (atom) :boml

Sclentists.

Government interference . w1th
processes must be kept at a minimum,
lary of Commerce “Alfred Schindler.

with the - wholé *boredom’ o
them who an or’
suffer on Lhe hnmemld
writing the
Byrnes an Bored
'Y BYRNES 15 not. bored

Byrnes sita on' the- front haps
too patient. ... You feel like' sheuunc wn
wish you had s telephone to reach
‘You wish you could tell hlm

A atea but tuat werre e golng to
blocks our. path {0 e
fcans are fed up witn et this oy

But the- French don’t go in

Dlplomacy is just the same—it hasn't been changed since
. 'The Vienns Conference when the Great Powers

diviaed up, Burope and brought on more yazs.
Parls today Is depressingly the same.

ou.do. "Tel 1t to."em, Jimmy
¥ Jimmie seems 50 far aw

‘We invent modern
methods of warfare . . . Rockets that may reach the

00n,

m
c bombs that sink navies, germs ‘that can destroy
clvilizations ... . but the weapons of peace never keep. pwe ke

with the weapons of war.. .. nor do the
‘wield -the_weapons_of

:-same .crowd  which - !tuod

peace..
1o head off the last war is here llt-in—even so0me 0! thl!
oh sat in &t the Iast ]

G. B. Chrisholm, Canadian:Deputy Ml-n ‘

| war

ook
78 slllion dol--
that

- Gene
l!llon dnlllra

~ political:hay :for himself by his

expose, after ‘s ‘slow and . undra-

. matle’ startas ‘succeasor . to. Harry
_Truman ‘at the head of the er
_ Investigating 'Committee,  If °

resentment Illlxu'. th.



