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no ucldeht that tiny., poverty-

'to come  forwr& wiih its share of
unds for the World Rank. The Ethiopians
ave learned the hard way that the world

for a relapse into bitter and futile isola-
‘tion. Their country was one of the first
10 be incorporated Into the Axis dream of
seonquest: Mussolini’s African adventure
marked the first great failure of the post-
‘World War I theory of collective securlty
and certainly it was the least excusable.
There is no reason to believe that Ethie-
pia is turning again to the great powers
that so cynically sold her out because she
believes they have had a great change of
heart. Rather. it is because she under-
stands that she has no choice. Like all
&mall nations, she recagnizes that she can-
not stand alnne in the world: without mili-
cary streneth for conguest or defense. her
%erv existence depends upon world peace
This hard {ruth appiies equally o the
great pawers. although it is not nearly so
recognizable. There are still men who be-
lieve that a large natinn can win the next
war and thus survive it. Even Dr. Urey. the
atomie scientist. believes limited victory ic
still possible if war is initizted at once, and
has urged America to consider its possibil-

ities.-And. of course, there are the Russians
who belteve their capitalist enemles must
eventnally be destroved. and the Americans
and Britons who consider a holy war
against communism inevitahte,

This is the real difference between the
efforts of small nations and large nations
to establish a durable peace. To small na-
tions, knowing in advance they cannot win,
the prevention of war is a necessary and
nractical matter. To great powers peace is
n desirable’ ideal as long as it does not in-
terfere with. national ambitions.

And peace, of conrse, must be a practlcal
matter. Ideals crumble under extreme
pressures upon national sovereignty; it is
easy to {hink of a hall-dozen clreum-~
stances under which the United States. a
traditionally  peace-loving nation, would
take up arms acain.

The atom has alreadv vrovided bounte-
nus laboratorv evidence that war for any
mawer. or rombination of powers. means
natinnal suicide. But the practical leaders
of the laree natioms refuse to aceept the
thesis that war and defeat are synonvmous
for all nations. large and small, in an
atomic age. The onlv adequate guarantee
of peace is the universal understanding
that the prosnects nf the United States,
Russia, Great Britain, and Ethiopia will be
equal in World War III. No nation ever
inaucurated a war for the phrpose of los-
ing it.

Notes On A Teapot Tempest

WI‘E HAVE had the feeling from the first

that the City's involved real estate
dealing in connection with proposed Vet-
erans’ Center would eventually wind up
in a spell of public table-thumping. This
week's Council session. in which passion
was often substituted for reason., has at
least, and at last. miven the issue an airing.

Thomas M. Shelton. would-be purchaser
of the Mellon property from the City, ap-
peared before Council in the role nf out-
raged citizen to protest the City's last-
minute decision to withhold confirmation
of the sale. Like most outraged citizens.
My, Sheiton was not entirely coherent. but

it seems to us logic was on his side.

He was engaged in an effort to purchase
the North Poplar Street property when
the City stepped in and bought the lof
out from under him in order to take ad-
vantage of the restricted offer of Curtis
B. Johnson to erect a Veterans’ Center on
it. When the City found that it could net
leeally meet Mr. Johnson's conditions, the
offer was withdrawn and Council an-
nounced that the lot would be placed on
sale. Mr. Shelton then went throush the
process of bidding against the field for the
property, running his offer finally to $52.500
{the City paid $50.000). Quite properly, Mr.
Bhelton assumed that his high bid was
acceptable, but when a group of veterans
appeared to protest the sale Council voted
to defer final action for a week and reopen
the question of building on the Poplar
Street site.

Mr. Shelton has explained that he wants
the lot because he owns property sur-
rounding it. and he has argued that the
tract Is worth mare to him than it would
be to anybody else. He seems to have

proved that point bv outbidding all com-
ers at public auetion. In addition he has
offered to eschange a more valuable lob
for the nronerty and contribute an addi-
tinnal 825000 in cash toward construction
of the Cenfer, wherever and whenever it
mav be built.

The attitude of the veterans, and apnar-
ently of Mavor Baxter, seems to be that
Charlotte will either have a Veterans’ Cen-
ter on Poplar Street or not have a Center
at all. We have never been able to follow
this line nf thought. The veterans’ pro-
test that “we don't want a living memorial
on some back street” is apparently based
on the odd assumption that this particu-
lar lot is the only suitable site in all of
Charlotte.

Gouncll is definitely committed to the
erection of a Veterans' Center. and would
have money on hand for the purchase of
a suitable lot if it comvletes the sale of
the Poolar Street property io Mr. Shelton.
Since building is out of the question now
on two counts—lack of funds and the ob-
vious inappropriateness of building a ree-
reation hall when veterans are desperately
seeking materials for home construction-—
we see no reason why final selection of
one of the many appropriate and readily
available sites should not be postponed.

It mayv be that the law allows Council
the feminine prerocative of changing its
mind at the last minute, but it seems to
us that, having offered the property for
sale and allowed Mr. Shelton to go through
the tortuous process of bidding it in. the
Fathers have a moral obligation to go
through with the deal. Mr. Shelton sayvs
he is “worn out So, we suspect, is the
public.

On The Inside, Looking Out

ALTHOUGH we have never read his
works, to our knowledge. our favorite
author is N-24043. This gentleman, de-
scribed as talented and successful, is &
resident of a large Eastern penitentiary
where he whiles away his time preparing
articles and short stories.

He {5 interested now in North Carolina
and he has forwarded a reguest for back-
ground material to the State Division of
Advertising and News. He much prefers to
handle his own research. he explained.
“but understandable circumstances com-
pel me to utilize your good offices.”

Now the Division of Advertising does not
subscribe to the theory that any publicity
s good publicity. Its function Is to obtain
space in national publications in which
only nice things will be said of Tarheelia.
A’less perceptive group of publicists might

Another Voice

T is scarcely two generations since North
Carolina was marveling over its first
home-grown millionaire, and so we suppose
the Btate can take in ‘perfect stride the
somewhat abrupt intelligence that it now
boasts a $16,000 public officlal—-City Mana-
ger Henry A. Yancey of Charlotte.
Manager Yancey's competence, meaning
his ebllity. is widely acknowledged. Char-
““lotte hired him away from Greensboro by
ratsing the ante $2.500, and Greensboro, if
‘we remember correctly. had lured him from
Durham. The market in city managers evi-
dently is bullish. We gather from The
harlotte News, however, that “there has
heen something like an organized protest
against the $16000 salary.” This may Be
natural though The News agrees more or
ess with Luke that “workmen are worthy
v manager, it
is_answerable to 110,000 highly

“tolerant.

—Bpeculation js_rife in Sweden over. .

have filed N-24043's request in the wasie-
basket. fearing that. with his background,
he might employ the Erskine Caldwell ap-
proach to the Southland.

However, the Division,
own publicity. “gladly welcomes this horn
into its varigated brass band.” It has for-
warded N-24043 a bundle of pamphlets and
informed him it is at his service any time
he needs a North Carolina leg man.

A sound decision, certainly. We have no
doubt that N-24043 is wise. philosophical,
and fair. He is, indeed. one of the
few authars we know who has a 50-50
chance of creating a work free of bitter-
ness. Stone walls do not a prison make, but
they certainly serve as excellent insulation
against the alarums and excursions of the
post-war world. What other writer has
N-24043's advantapes of peace, quiet and a
guaranteed future?

according to its

Inflation Or The Big-Time?

lina. earning almost twice as much as Lhe
Governor and a good three or four times
the competence, meaning take-home pay,
of a poing county chairman. Indeed, he is
almost in a class with varsity football
coaches-facully members at State institu-
tions of the very highest learning which
shall be nameless. The truth is that North
Carolina has finally produced a city willing
to lay comparatively big money on the line
for big government management. Either
that. or inflation has hit nur Scotch-Irish
cousins down east of the foothills.—Ashe-
ville Citizen.

‘They laughed when Truman called for
economy. They didn't realize it was a word
still to be found in the older dictionaries,”
along with vintegrity,” “stagecoach™ and
“decorum.”

identity of strange objects seen flylng
through the air. Could it be that those
fleet mile runners are finally ‘takingjoff?

iy i

THE radio talk made by -Demo-
cratic Chairman Fobert Han-
an  the other evening had
greater significance than was gen-
erluy attached to it: In a sense,
ech was meant to set the
wnc o merely for the Congres-
slonal campaign but for the con-
test in '48 as well. B

Hennegan s looking a long way
ahead. He talks of getting nut of
what s in many ways the irksome
Iob of chalrman. But even if he
were to leave. which Is improhable.

he belleves his successor would be
compelled by the logic of events
o follow the line more or less
. clearly deflned In his radio talk.

. That line fs to depict President
Truman as the rightful heir of
Franklin D. Roosevelt. In his talk,
‘Hannegan peid resounding tribute
to the memory of Roosevelt Who.
he said, led the nation out of
economic despalr and into a new
day. Then he went on to tell how
Truman was carrying on where his
predecessor left off.

SHREWD SPEECH

as o shrewd political speech,

Coupled with pralse for Truman
as Roosevelt’s heir, was a thunder~
ing attack on “Republican wreck-
ers” In Congress whom Hannegan
blamed for sabotaging the Roose-
velt-Truman program.

“In the belief that Ronosevell's
death has brought them their op-
portunity,” Hapnegan said, “the
. economic wreckers in the Republi-
“can Party are using this election
as the sirategic moment to strike.
Progressive America {s  standing

' today with its back to the wall

“We of the Democratic Party
are going to hold the line against
that attack. We are going to hold
the line against reactlon. That
will be our slogan in this cam-
paign.

The Democratic chairman was,
of course, on _very thin ice in at
tacking the Republican record in
Congress, since a  considerable
number of Demacrats joined with
the GOP to kill Truman
measures. But Hannegan skated
rapidly over that point
claring ft did not excuse Repubi
cans to say thev had been joined
by some Democrats.

1f Hannegan's counsel prev
and he will not stay on if

rejectéd —the Rooseveit - Truman

no
station of the individual.
Invocation of the Roosevelt: l.p-
peal will not be confined to’ words..
An effort will be made-to bring

prominent figures identified with:
Roosevelt and the New ‘Deel:
PERKINS COMING BACK?

One of the_first of these,: 8Ce;
cording to present plans, is 10" bo:
Ftances Perkins. who served as,
Secretary of Labor from March of;
1933 until the death of Roosevelt.:
The President admires Miss Perkinsy
and wanis to find a post of suf-"
ficent, importance and prestige to. (&
persuade her to return to Governs=:
me For a tme, the vacancy.
on the Clvil Service Commissions
v«M considered.

A party long in power, as Han-.
negan Is constantly discovering,
has many heritages, both good.
and had. In New York State, for.
example, the Democrats seem cers-
tain to select’ Senator James Mead®
to run for the Governorship, and.
former Gov. Herbert H. Lehman
for the Senate

Ignoring the other qualifications
of these two men, they are
the most effective campaigners,
Hannegan preferred headlines
making Fiorello La Guardia for
the Senate race. In view. however,
of past connections and past come
he has no choice.

nandicap working
agalnst the professional who would
like to do a smsoth, managerial
job is the predilection of the boya
in the back room for the cautious
and the safe. What is happens.
ing_in Connecticul points this up..

Chester Bowles. who resigned as”
Economic Stabilizer in June. would,
Iike to be the Demncratic candi—
date for Governor. He could have”

the Senatorial nomination, but he.
Ti

2

handicaps
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On Russian Stupidity

CEARLOTTE

support we get throughout the nation and the rate

Editors, Trz NEws:! >f volunteer enlistments. The small draft call for

THE other day I made a talk to the Exchange C]ub
about the United Nations Organizatio: its
achievements to date and what can be reasonably ex-
pected of it in the future. THE NEWws reported the
talk but compressed its substance into abouf three
inches of & column, and I helieve it needs amplifica-
tion.

I was put down as saying that the United Nations
would be truly effective, but only after one thousand
years. What I meant to say was that if the United
Nations is successful the world, a thousand 3 from
now, will be rom the success and will con-
sider that the era in which we are how living was one
of the most interesting of all times. May I say, after
having closely followed the course of events from

September does not affect the basic problem—how
well can we rebuild and maintain our Regular Army
by the volunteer system? The Tesults of our recrufi-
ing progrem over the next several months will tell
the story.

It is the War Department's desire to build an all~
volunteer Army, to use the draft only to fill the gap
between the number of volunteers obtained and our
overall requirements. Nearly §00.000 men have en-
listed since last Fall, and we hope to “make it a
millon” saon, Our needs are for 1550.000 men now—
107000 by July. After we reach that goal. re-
placements i require an estimated 35.000 to 40.000
enlistments or re-enlistments per month, That is a
need which must be met if we are to have an effi-

link wili be emphﬁnkd more and
more as the contest of 1948 draws
pesr One of 1he ihisgs thatm
pressed Hannegan most
cent trip around the worid was

Peter Edson

Capital \ews Scraps

Lstrengt foally INGT
San Francisco (o date, that I believe the United o [ull-sirength, technically trained Army for WASHINGTON
Nations has done a splendid job to date. Barring the ~PeAce and security, HE Treasury o' expect to
ations has done 2 sp! J I am convinced that, with public support, the 1

accurrence of an inlernational explosion before it can
really get going. and assuming that lhe peace con-
feronce produces treatics passably just. it, I think. has
& splendid chance of being euecme " commencing
right away.

1 was put down as saving that suggestions of the
Russians were helpful in drafting the “Atlantic”
Charter. Since the Atlantic Charter was framed in
mid-ocean by Roosevelt and Churchill it is obvious
that I meant the Unlted Nations Charter. 1 can
point ta specific phrases and provisions in the United
Nalions Cherter that are wise and that came from
the brains of Russian delegates.

I was put down as saying that in my opinion
Russia as it carrles on internationally these days can
be likened to stupid, dull. overgrown bov on the
school grounds. That is correct. if I am allowed to
add that Russia is possessed of many individual cili-
zens who are personally brilliant. Tt is the Russian
Government and ‘the things that it does officially
that makes me think that the aggregate mind (the
Politiburar that is directing Mololav, Vishinsky, Gro-
myko and company is stupid.

For example, Russia’s frequent and unnecessary—
from the standpoint of Hs own selfish Interests
of the veta can, it seems to me, have no explanation—

new higher pay scale and other benefits will enable us
to build and maintain an Army by the volunteer
system. 1 am sure that the active support of the
newspapers, which have already done so much to help
with problems affecting the public Interest. wii
materially aid us to solve this national problem. I
hope vou will agree that this problem is one of nation-
al significance.
N. GILBERT.
Malor General, United States Army.

The People’s Platform {8 available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be tess than 300 words, typewritfen if
possible. and on only one side of the paper.
Libet and obscenity will be deleted—otherwise
anything goes. Each letter must be signed. al-
though, in czceptional cases and upon.request,

we will withhold the writer's name~Editors,

Quote, Unquote :

tors forced througn .
ing the price from "1 te 91 ce
& fine ounce. The reason is tha
forelgn silver mines can now aup-
piy the entire U. S demand fnr
silver to be Used tn lewelr -
raphy, and nther b
Silver smelters lar
output off the mark
that the Western Senators e
irying to_force through 2 price -
crease. When the siiver bloc suc-
ceeded in its drive for a bill to au-
thorize the Treasury to sell s
plus silver, plenty of commerc
mined sélver came to market.
RAW PRICE SQUEEZE
The  inconsistency of the Senate
in this action ls that while ft was
approving price controls: it-author-
ized & price  ifcrease o new
mined sliver. far ‘greater ‘than was

Nazionat
um*

1. these associae.- |

except stipidity. The same Wing goes for the petty P[0 enact a statute. then fail to provide for s ade-  yieegsary; It was one o the most )
maneuvers and needless obstructions that its repre- quate s much worse iiflationary. ‘Bets ofitne  1ast Caons hd lnmmu
sentatives at the peace conference are constantly a nullity. It serves to corrupt trade generally By sup-

engaging in and the support that it is obviously giv-
ing Yugorlavls. in the present aimost undeclared war
which that Uny country is apparently Lrying te wag
against America and Great Britain, By callng Rus-
sia stupid I don't mean to Imply lhai its attitude
not dangerous: on the contrary. I believe it is hlgh]v
dangerou: But I think we can best cope with the
various situations that the Russlans are precipitating
if we sre accurate in our appraisal of them.
W. TILLETT.

Volunteer Army
WASHINGTON
Editors. THE NEWS:
HE “draft holiday™ for July and August {hrows into
forus a problem of great importance o the fu-
ture of our peacetime Army.
The questton has been posed: Can we build an

ali-volunteer Army? The answer depends on the

Drew Pearson’s o

M erry-Go-Round e

pressing honest dealers and opening:the: way to ready
gains by illic! traders..-Tt tends:to. incrense: Jnﬂmnn
-Federal Judge Robert N. Wilkin:of Clével

of an investment than an expense for.
velops . human resources, ;and dt\elcped
sources .. produce . wealth:-and:“contribui

Tt the 85.000.000 holders nr Cvmernment
can be made conscious of ‘thi
come_ffinitély mor
any pressure groups: this country hadkniowh
Schram,: president. New -Yark:Stock Exchan

‘Avoid extreme: concerifralions: o
hahds. of ‘any man or group of men; whothe

in . Government.- in biisiniges, (in: labor, [or in
ture —Harold -E.’ Stassén; former: - Gov ernor:
nesota.

Alabama’s GOVG

WASHINGTON

T wasn't advertised as such. but last week in the nununs

capital came near being ‘‘Alabama_ Werl
- Despite all the publicity given the M
the Arkansas boys who are clos

cluding capable John Steelman.
professor Who is now War reconverter.

souri’ gang -and
to the President. a-number.
abamans also have moved in on the White House: in-
the former Alabama-colicge

“‘spite the way:he: has ‘snuggled up L
Snyder. Arouind Lhc White Hou:
about’;the way. Tri
n!ttr Ahe: Missour;

On top of this the governor-to-be of Alabamia,. gAngling,
six-foot-right Jim Folson, amived in Washington lnst. week

Governor “Big .71 A
dent. was lunched by Henry Wallace,

3 by . fel =
bamans Justice Hugo Black, Jn'hn Sparkman and Lister Hill

He made a big hit with everyb
“This the first time,"

aftache,

liberal Governor—all at once.”

The dinner for Governor Folsom was one of the most im-
portant President Truman has attended this vear./.It was
Riven by Postmaster General Bob Hannegan at his hoine, and

: President Truman,
being groomed
to take Hannegan's place as national chailrman if he.re--
signs. and Bartley Crum. California Republicsn -who

at the main table were only four persons:
Big Jim Folsom, Paul Fltzpatrick of New York,

Wendell Willkie's brain-tru
American Commission whsch Truman sent to Palestine.

The Inner Circle Dines

)THERS at the off-the-record dinner were:
lace, Secretary of Agriculture Clinton Anderson,

ney General Tom Clark,. Assistant -Secretary of .War Stuart
Symington. Democratic Committee :Counsel .Ed .Prichard, OP-
leral -Communications.. Chair-

Administrator Paul Porter, Fed

is remarked one White House
that Alabama has had two liberal Senators and a

was
nd who served on the Anglo-

Henry | Wals
Attor-

SKED abnut. war with

believe: there would be an
talk about 1t; but no gi
was_convinced,: he ald;
. and he certainly knew the Amer\c
it was most important.:he emphasized, th
attitude “with: Russia_and show
ANy aggressive tactics.
husiness, 'I‘nmm adaed‘ th
of. thinking

“The Presidonz said he. thouy
fine job {ri_Paris and: indlcated: th
“limit - He also siid:it Is importan
squave . with ihe: Russians in
whieh:hds ‘existed “on: both sk
could i be broken dnwn
Truman sald, it.mi e biol

e Presldm( alm ian‘

CAreer men 1A L
dn't fo0l hi

man Charley Denny. Senator Hill of Alabama, Senator-elect qiq

arkman. of Alabema..Secrel

tant Becretary'. of
Alde Clark:. CHitford, White| H

M elly,
lion, - Richar:

Arc of:the. Senate:Leslie

of the ‘Treasury ¥£d Foley; White
s Secretary

Demucruuc Nullon-l ‘Trensurer George Kil-
ey ot :the Power: Commission and

gress; and. one of ‘the rawest price
aqiiceses: ever perpetrated
Afibther Beautiful inconsistency in
the last: Congress:was on the fide-
mnd;-ou issuel The Senate refused
firm the agpmmmen of Edle
¢ f

i énd disclose
income i’]f‘" use’ for lobby

‘ Dlrv

sncome-tax . coilecs -
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