inflation as vehemently as he

A 1t 1s inevitable that the battle
Sontinuing price controls should take

'the aspecttof a moral crusade. We re-
#ard this as singularly unfortunate, for it
tends to further confuse an lIssue

“For Instance, we now find the Republi-
cans and the Southern Democrats, who
sabotaged the original OPA extension bill
ot -the high and holy ground that it was

trary to the American Way. joined in
an effort to extend rent control. The im-
plication here is that the landlord, a un-
Jque and venal businessman, Is the only
one who cannot be trusted to operate un-
der the Jaw of supply and demand and
alone must be bound by Federal statute.
. On the other hand these same gentlemen
seem to accept as normal. natural and
even commendable the fact that cattle-
men, having withheld their stock in a de-
liberate effort to undermine price controls,
are now selling” it at the highest prices in

.

Yet it is understandable, and even en-
eouraging, that the obvious necessity for
continuing rent controls has somehow
penetrated the moral confusion. There is
here a consideration of degree; since

‘ housing is In extreme shortage and Infla-

. tonary pressures are probably greater
than in any other ares of the natlonal
economy, & few hard economlic truths are

~-apparent even to those who suffer under

" the delusion that unrestricted production
can somehow cure all our flls overnight.

But If the Congress is here establishing
& new principle—the continuation of price
controls in accordance with the degree of
inflationary . pressure—it must certainly
proceed to an examination of other flelds.

-A-Corrupt Practices

HARLOTTE now has a local entrant in
the biennial campalgn investigatlon
sweepstakes, Manley R. Dunaway having
charged formally that Congressman-nom-
 inate Hamilton C. Jones spent between
$25,000 and $50,000 to carry the late un-
Jamented Tenth District primary. As is
customary, Mr. Jones has published an
unequivocal denlal, Insisting that it re-
quired only about half the allowable
. $6000 In campaign expenditures ta polish
off Mr. Dunaway, 17845 to 4277. Mr.
“-Ppunaway’s complaint is now being shuf-
from bureau to bureau In Raleigh,
, also according to cuswm. it will
languish unmourned.
It happens that we are In general:
- sgreement with Mr. Jones' version of the
primary, which, by the way, can be con-
strued as an admission of heavy expendi-
tures In the past. It was not the sort of
. battle that required the outlay of large
sums of cash. Indeed, it was no more of a
_contest than the Louis-Conn fight, and we
. doubt if even Mr. Dunkway's most ardent
supporters gave him more than an outside
“chance to win. The perennlal Mt. Jones, a
familiar political figure in’ the district,
had little to do except call on the voters
and pass out cards announcing that he
‘was at it agaln, not a very expensive un-
dertakin,

B.

We are, however,
manner in which Mr. Dunaway's com-
plaint, however unfounded it may be, has
been received in Raleigh. It encountered
‘barriers having nothing to do with its me-
7its, which, so far as we know, have not
yet been examined. The Btate Elections
Board ruled that it had no jurisdiction in
the matter since it involved an alleged
violation of the Corrupt Practices Act. Nor

|| 414 the board seem: to feel that it was its
. business to refer the complaint to the At-
torney General who, In the view of some

| Shades Of Billy Mitchell

UOTH Admiral Blandy, while hls flag-
ship was still too far away from the

ns (from the test) is not our job, We
- facts before the evaluation board of

commission of the President and they

ships in the lagoon were still afloat:
ve 18 no reason to that the

concerned over the -

How about automoblles, for instance? Isn't
the gap between supply and demand here
almost as great? And foodstulfs? Is there
-any reason to believe there is enough on
hand to meet the needs and deaires of thé
country and our commitments abroad?
And building materials? Surely it must be

apparent that there can be no relief in -

the rental {jeld unt!l new houses and
apartments can be built at reasonable
prices.

This is the only logical approach to
price control extension, for the morals of
producers, distributors and retailers have
little, if anything, to do with it. It is un-

to expect & to vol-
untarily reject profits when his entire bus-
iness is based on the profit motive. His
prices are normally controlled by the nat-
ural forces of supply and demand snd
competition. When these forces are sus-
pended, as Congress apparently assumes
they are in the fleld of housing, inflation
is bound to result .unless some artificial
check replaces them. That's all OPA ever
was, an artificial and temporary check, al-
though it recognized, as Congress does not,
that all prices are related.

The question before Congress is not
whether the American businessman is
willlng to hold a reasonable price line on
& voluntary basts. His will, or lack of it,
has nothing to do with it, for the very
system of free enterprise makes it impos-
sible for him to do so. The real guestion.is
whether supply and demand, in all essen-
tial fields, is nearly enough in balance to
permit removal of the system of artificlal
price controls. For six months Congress
has refused to face up to this issue, and
even now, after the President lald it
squarely on the line on Saturday, the gen-
tlemen on the Hill are still trymg their
level best to dodge it.

Act Could Work

curbstone lawyers, does have jurisdiction.

There is a certaln painful familiarity
about this procedure. When a similar com-
plaint was made in the over-heated Fifth
Congressional District a few weeks ago the
Secretary of State likewise ruled that the
checking of campeign expense accounts
is none of his business, In that case,
however, since there was a second primary
coming up, there was a good deal of sur-
face activity, with the State Bureau of In-
vestigation and & local Solicitor promising
action.. Most of that, however, seems lo
have been forgotten now, and despite the
thundering of The Releigh News & Ob-
server few Capltal Sguare observers ex-
pect anything more positive than a repri-
mand to result from it.

All of this brings us around to our usual
conclusion: something is wrong with
North Carolina’s election laws. We do not
hold with the defeatists who argue that
the principal fault lies in the establish-
ment of too low & celling on campaign ex-
penditures. 8ix thousand dollars, we think,
is ample to spend for election-to an office
that pays only $20,000; raising the limit
only helps guarantee the election of the
candidate with the greatest personal
wealth or the wealthiest supporters, cer-
tainly not a_very sound method of choos-
ing Congressmen, The great weakness of
the existing law, as The Greensboro Daily
News has repeatedly pointed out, lles in its
fallure to fix definite responsibility for
enforcement. That, coupled with the lack
of will of office-holders, who are also poli-
tielane, to enforce the Corrupt Practices
Act has made it meeningless.

But there is no reason why such a law
touldn’t be made to work—if the Legisla-
ture would enact appropriate amendments,
and i{ the electorate would insist upon
ending the fraud that is perpetrated upon
it every other S8ummer.

\

of the
clicking of the Gelger counters gave evi-
dence that, while the ships in the center
of the area may have remained on top of

S0 T VAT Foms

PeoEle’s Platform

Afternoon In E. Rockingham

E. ROCKINGHAM
Editors, Tae NEws:
J WANT to say here, T went to one of the most out-
standing occasions todey, the like of which I have
not seen In many years. You know it seemed lke
old times, when all these mflls at East Rockingham
got together end had one big time, but this was just
one mill at East Rockingham. It was Beaunit. The
get-together began at 10 o’clock and lasted all day.
Sanford Huggin's band played the music for about
three hours. The dinner served was: barbecue, milk.
Coca-Cola, and lce cream. Everything wis nice and
pleasant: you couldn't have hoped for a nicer place
than Beaunit Park for a plenle.

After dinner our local hall team played against
Cheraw, I guess 1 had better tell you why I was
there, They say curiosity killed the cat, so when T
heard =l the good music back of my home, I just
aad to go 10 see whet it was all about. You see I
jon't work for Beaunit. But the Beaunit manage-
ment must be human. All of the people there were
to friendly, I just can't say all of the things 1 would
like to say about this picnic. It wes great, If we had
more places for the people to be together and meet
one anather it would be & more happier Rockingham.

—MRS, EVA GRANT.

P.S. They are not unionized.

The Orphan Bulls
. CHBARLOTTE

Editors, Tue News:

E WOULD like to call your readers’ sttention to s

report in your paper of June 26th In regard to a
meat case where the local butcher was fined $10 and
costs for not having permission from the State to
slaughter shipped beef cattle. This sounds very much
llke the old buttermilk feud they hatched out in

‘Washington and took their politicel spite out on our
good Mecklenburg farmers.

Now the local butcher and dealer'is in lne to be
kicked around so he gets out of the way of the big
gang. If they sre aliowed to run over us rough shod
much longer, soon there will be no cows for buttermilk

and bulls for beef in Mecklenburg. Surel They use
the old geg of hesith and sanitation. If those poor
orphen bulls without a slaughter home had been
shipped from sn infected area, or appesred to be
infected there would have been some cause for this
excitement

Since we are eating horse meat to make up for our
meat dlet (and I would not be surprised to know that
they are zrmd.lnu up’ some of our old tough mules for
table use), I think a local butcher should be con-
gratulated on bringing In 50 bulls for slaughter even
though they did come from Kansas. Just because
the State falled to approve a specifled place of
slaughter we are supposed to make up our diet with
canned horse meat (If you can find even that) and
let the other fellow have the fresh m

For a clty the size of Charlotte I l.hlnk it is a
disgrace lnd outrage that we cannot heve a place
or places for slaughtering shipped cattle. I am
getting tired of our peome being kicked around by &
political gang that makes us suck the hind test in
most everything good that comes along. Just for an
example: A young cattle dealer I happen to know in
Pennsylvanla with headquarters in a tountry town of
32,500 population, last weeit recelved pnd sold fourteen
rail cars of Western beet cltﬂe and 200 ?lgl from
Vi

the sea, their crews in all
could not have survived the unleashed
gamma Ieys. N

If Admiral Blandy's closed mind 15 &
sample of the sort of intellect that will be
called upon to accept and evaluate the
evidence at Bikini, then the experiment
may very well turn out to be, as its crit~
ics have claimed from the first, a colossal

the carrier and the destroyer is

: because ;ie needed them and that's

‘we will continue to do in the:fu-

the sight of the gallant old
the Saratoga and the New York
ned the admiral, causing him to
that he is now supposed to be a

after battle. But the reaction is dis-

damage dope 1n one sec~

nothing short of
complete destruction will convince - the
Navy brass hat that we have entered a
new military age--Air and Atomic—that is
certain to change the role of the fighting
ship. The Oak Ridge sclentists, who oper-
ate in an area where there is no tradition,
may be able to arrange such a dem-
onstration for Admiral Blandy, perhaps
when they explode an_A-bomb under wa-
ter this month. But it should be noted
that his determination not to glve up the
.ship may cost considerably mere than the
$72,000,000 required to leave him uncon-
vinced at Bikinl, ‘

A thought In passing for Umberto of
Italy, king for -a day apd now with no
home, no throne.and, es far as we know,
no miul security number.

_For a living, a Hollywood character
wraps turbans around the heads of actors
playing Oriental roles. At long last, ‘those

uwmumhe—oﬂect onourxﬂn first-ald hmdlglnrp‘r f.

RS

rginia. 460,000,
last yel\‘ he did & three-qunmar million dollar busi-
ness. These cattle were distributed all over that sec-
tion ‘and sleughtered as needed, and in a cattle
region. Here if our political gang yn do with less,
we do with less. Penmylvmll gets the fresh meat,

Drew Pearson’s e

we can put up with the screps. Pennsylvania got
three times as much relief s North Carolina, Penn-
sylvania has o far better school system than we do.
Recently they set pulp wood prices nearly twice 88
high in the North to that in the South. Since the
Housing Bill, they set lumber prices over celling,
higher in the North than in the South, ete.

the most important thing Pennsylvania

lo not have is a strong two-party system
(and we will never prosper tlll we do). A man in
public office either works for his people with resuits
or out he goes. Here under our state one-parly
system all they need to do fs favor the political gang
and stay in office thl they dle.

To clinch my polnt on the bull question: When
they shipped 12,000 bales of cotton 10,000 miles from
home right into Nerth Cuarolina, where the Govern-
ment made our farmers plow under cotton, why did
our officials not ralse a real ruckus and put an em-
bargo on that stuff and keep it out. Them cotton
bales could have brought tn millions of extra-special
boll weevils and any number or varlety of new pestv
weed seed. The best our political gang could do in
this case was to say, “It’s terrible but what can wWe
do?”

—P. C. BURKHOLDER,
Republican Candidate for Congress.
P.S. I was not bragging on Pennsylvania. I was
just trying to show you what we do not have that
tightfully belongs to us. Let's fight for our right in-
stead of playing sucker to a one sided political gang.

Up Eric, Down Earl -

Editors, THE NEws:

] HAVE been a reader of Tux News for several
years now, and I felt a distinct loss when Eric

Brandels was dropped, and was glad when you re-

placed his column.

1 often read his little sermons out loud, for I
feel that they are a part of life, would even happen
to us, and maybe do.

The next time you are trying to economize on
space, why not save space where Earl Wilson records
the quips of the near-great?

am also glad to see Dotty Knox beck in her
accustomed corner,

MORGANTON.

—H. L. NORTON.

To The Senator

of N
shocking -‘act which atands out
lack in the record of our handling
of this shattering .ﬂlenﬁ(lc dis-
covery.

Atomic fission makes avallable

BASIC DEFICIENCY -

‘The report of the United States
Strategic Bombing Survey on the
effects of the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki makes
plain how little is known of what
rldlMAan does to animal tissues.

is i3 a basic deficlency, accord-

. lng to the report. The report quotes

Dr. Robert Stone of the Manhattan
Project 2s follows:

“The fundamental mechanism of
the uctlon of radiation on lving
tissues has not been

four weeks, only to
radistion disease.”

MILITARY WALL

Eleven months have passed, yet ’

the military wall around the stomic
project 1s almost as high as it was
on the day the first bomb was
droy
quantity has not been made IVlll-
l.ble to sclence.

Only scientists with some know-
ledge of the potentlalities can guess
what delay cosh ‘The radloactive

phosphotus used to heal skin can-
c:ru at the University of Californis
came out of cyclotrons operated
under the direction of Prof. Ernest
O, Lawrence of the university, He
was one- of the scientists who
worked to’ produce the atomic

mb.

But the amount of radloactive
substance that can be produced
in @ cyclotron is infinitesimal in
comparison with what can be pro-
duced at the Oak Ridge, Teun,
atomlc plant. It 15 like distilling
crude ofl over a tea keftle instead
of using the vast cracking plants
that modern sclence has developed
to produce high test gasoline.

The fault lies in large part here
in Congress. The Senate many
weeks ago adopted a bill turning
over control of atomic energy to

All methods of treatment have
therefore been symptomatic rather
than specific. For this remson,
studies into the 13

& civillan that could
make long deferred decisions on
the peacet uses of atomie
energy.

ture of the action of radiation hnvu

on to some extent,

the limitation being that it was

unlikely that significant results

could be obtalned during the period
of the wer.”

Of the lethal effects of the rays

‘released in atomic explosion we

know something, since, as & Jap-
anese physieist ironically remarked,
‘we were the first nation to experi-
ment on human beings. The dead
at Hiroshima were between 70.000
and 80000, with an equal number
injured; and at Nagasaki, “over
35,000," with the same number in-
jured. Studying. the outcome of
“radiation disease.” the Bombing
Survey reached this startling con-
clusion:

“There is reason to believe that
If the effects of blast and fire had
been entirely abeent from the
bombm(, the number of deaths

ong people within & radius of
une-hslf mile from ground sevo

Peter Edson

Growth Of

WASHINGTON
A NEW probe Into the growth
of business monopalies in the
United States is scheduled to get
under way within a month before
a special House subcommittee on
small business. But i this In-
vestigation doesnt do more for
small business than the numerous
wartime efforts in this direction
did. {t might ns well fold betore
it gets golng.

Of all the sacred causes thought

p by Congress and the economic
plannen this ald to small busi-
ness was the most abused. Not
that the need for alding small
business did not exist. It was
just that nobody came up with
even a half-way right answer on
what to do about it.

The excuse for this newest
Congressional investigation Is that
during the war the concentration
of economic power in the hands
of & few firms increased alarm-
ingly. Of course it did. Half &
million filling stations and similar

Editors, THe NEws:
I HAVE sent the following telegram lo BSenator
Hoey:

“The voters of North Carclina, who put you in
the Senate, demand that you serve them instead of
big business, as nearly all members of -this Congress
has been doing entirely since it convened, and that
50u at&nd 100 per cent behind the President and

OPA bill acceptable to him and for the
heneﬂt of 8ll the people of the Nltlon
—J. W. WILEY.

The. People’s Platform ts avatlable to any
reader who cares fo mount it Communicatltma
should be tess than 300 words, typewriiten if
pussible, and on only on nze or the paper.
Libet and L b wise
anything_goes. Each letter mu:t be stgned. al-
though, in exceptional cases and upon request,
we wil hold the writer’s name.—Editors,

small had to shut up
shop because they couldn't find
anything to sell. At the same
time, a lot of big businesses got
bigger because it was impossible to
build 75,000 -imllnes & year out
behind anybody's
DOORS RE-DPENING

On this same subject, the Senate
Small Business Committee has just

a new report on “Economlc

Concentration and. World Wwar IL"
It was prepared under the d
tion of John Blair nnﬂ the stslr of
the now defunct Smaller War
Plants Corporation. It is & 350-page
affair filled with charts and tables
and graphs and a rehash of earller
studles on monopolies by the Temi~
porary National Economic Com-
mittee, the Natlonal Resources

The of the House
hoped to have that bill handled
with dispatch. Instead--thanks to
bumbling, incompetent Chairman
Andrew Jickson May of the House

Military and

fairs ttee,
three or four filibustering Repub- .
lican members of that same come.

mittee—it has been held up . for
nearly & month. In what seams to
be dellberate sabotage of the Sen-
ate bill, there ts a kind of malice
that goes beyond mere ignorance,
It Is a polson—of distrust, fear,
hatred—which can destroy this
great, wonderful world in which
we live
FEARFUL GENII

In atomic flssion, mankind has
unleased a genil that towers like
a giant over all of us. This new
power can remake our earth, Per-
haps it can cure diseases that
cause (nfinite suffering and death.
Yet we cower before 1t in pitiful
fear of our own inhumanity.

Monopoly

Commitiee. the War Production
Board. and other dead ducks

Many of the statistics cited are
carrted Ihrough the Fall of 1944
and are. therefore, meaningless to-
day because they don't give 1ho
full picture of what happened dur-
ing the war and after.

ASSETS DOUBLE

To get the measure of concen=
tration, Dr. Blair summarizes the
reports of the 63 U. S. Corpara-
tions which have assets of over
$100.000000 each. He finds that
from June, 1939, to June, 1945, the
total sssets of these corporations
were more than doubled—increas-
ing from six to 14 bililon dollars.

These 63 firms are disclosed to
have $10.000.000,000 In working cap-
ital with which they can expand
and take on new postwar products.
This is consldered » rTeal threat
towards more concentration In big
industry.

The chalrman of the House sub-
committee which will investigate
today's _economic concentration is
Estes Kefauver of Tennessee.
chalrman is particularly important
in this probe because he also hap-
pens to be the author of a particu-
jarly drastic anti-monopoly -bill
now before Congress.

WOULD PROBE MERGERS

‘What the Kefauver bill proposes
is that big-business mergers which
concentrate more than 5 per cent
of the total sales in any field be
made subject to Governmental-re=

view.

The prineipal alm of the bill is
to plug a loophole in the Clayton
anti-trust law. The law now per-
mits one ocorporation to buy the
assets of another, although il does
not permit one company to buy the
capital stock of another if the ef-
fect s to lessen competition or
create manopoly within an indus<
try. Kefauver would stop that.

pped. ' Radioactive subst~nce in -

Merry-Go-Round o

WASHINGTON
P ESIDENT TRUMAN did not exaggerate when he told
his Tadio Hsteners that he had mn the prlu-wntn)l
veto most sarious consideration. According to his close
visers, he worrled more and longer over this than over uny
ther step he has ever taken,
The Pruldcnt'- declsion to veto was vtnu:uy made at
& Thursday night conference in the White House, atlended
by his Cabinet and economic advisers. Part of them were
opposed to the veto. Secretary of t.ha 'rreuury John Snyder,
Clvillan Production Admintstrator imall, and Secretary
of mc Interlcr “Cap” Krug felt thxt Pnsldent ‘Truman should
accept compromise price-control bill despite its un-
wurkuble temn‘aa. and try to make it work.
cy General Tom Clark at first agreed w!
He vmwed the veto mmun from a political lngle ma told
the President he hated to see him break with his good
friends on Capito) Hill, pmxeulmy Speaker Ssm naybum
and Senate Majority leader Barkley. Later, when de-
cision was made in favor of the veto, however, the Mtomey
General went to bat vigorously and helped White House
tdvueru write the message.
ivisers who carried the ball In the inner Whl!«e ‘House
dehaus ‘Thursday night were OPA Administrator Pnul Potur.
who practically camped at the White House
week; Chester Bowles, who 18 retiring as economlc utnblltzer,
John Steelman, the new war reconveriér, who hi

one of the closest t.dvhers w the nuldentg snd Secnury of -

Commerce Henry Wallace,
Backing them up wm ‘the Depnhmnt ot Agriculture—

though It wes ot g
X nrann.J.h meafing, rent.

. - Wyntt, who, Qmunum
“his n‘prucnhtlva, and who was vigorous,

Break With Leaders
I ATER, when President Truman sat down with his four
4 Congressional leoders on Fridey, he almost changed his
mind. . He told freinds afterward that he knew haw hard
and loyally they hed worked to pass a:price-control bill, and
he simply hated to go sgainst their ‘advice.. However, his
main argument to them wes that the half-bread price-control
pill would not work, - The Taft amendment, he especlally
argued, was absolutely impossible, nnd ‘he cmd acoountancy
experts of various blg manufecturing -firms, all of  them
against OPA, who branded tho Tatt contplus lmuu s
likely to brlnx chwc to indus
“I Just have

Truman Sweated Long Over OPA Decision

because he felt that the political repercussions from his exit
would help price contral. Bowles has been none too popu=
ler with Congressmen, and he advised the President that
many Senators would vote for price control If he stepped °
out. This was the same stand taken by Leon Henderson,
the first OPA boss. Actual fact is that any administrator
of OPA is bound to Wear out his welcome no matter how
good he ls. -

Kansas -Atomic Straw

’I‘HE Eastman Kodak Company has been having trouble
a5 n-result of the first atomic bomb test in New‘Mexe

1co—one .year ago. Eastman found that, for somo mys-

terious Tesson, some ot ita film was turning black befors

put what ‘the ummry's
welfare first,” the Presldent told his C leaidors,
“Let's not tool the country and give lhcﬂl aomemhu thlt
won't work.”
‘When they told him lhnt l,hey wotlld ‘mot be ‘able to per-
suade tholr reluctant colleagues pul ‘sny sort ‘of price~
comml bill, the President replied:
10.! this or nothing, then. we'll: j\ul h-vc lo take
nothlnc ;

‘Among other things, the Preddm
the chaotio perlod sure to follow if: the polyglot  price-con
trol bill were passed, Congress would ‘elaim it was his uun
for not meking the bill work, when, ln actual” fact,: the
nm was unwork.nhle‘ He felt also that if: Congress di

home without a price-con

ﬂmlly that the film had been:

'plckod in straw 'hlnh came from Western

Kansas,
After the Los Alamos bomb test, radloactive dust from*

‘Now Mexico: settlod_on,Kansas wheat fields, and is still so

powerful - that the Kkodak company has had to stop uaing

‘Knnm straw for packing film,

o~
presentative

' John ‘Wood ‘of Georgia and
South .of the House Commitiee on
1o

M\mﬂ ot Dakota.

b
rical
o : mmm to begin a study of the Ku Klux Klan, .

tly ordered &

Amxmh the tul committes did not seem 1o thifk the

g0 ti%lnbﬂl. thllv
mtber for them In thefr districts

-}sowtmodthlt in this case he munu--pad»lmn

- Note—In many

._Bawles'_. tion. —

partly because he wanted to:lcave the
SN

of - thelr mwnslbmcy w
purposes,

“/groups - with un-American’

Kian

tx.‘ﬂ pnllmlnmrepmuwnhd

L enough’ for its attention, thm two meme= "
Investigate all




