in all ‘parts of the city, especially the more

~ ¢rowded’parts. They declined to accept

*Though ' blessed  with o greal single

. fuch ax deep waier o

he little town that

eht Chariatte Tons lgn decided upon the

irection it would ‘tke. Coasistentiy it has

oliowed & forward rourse.

“If was ambitious. It was alert ... T
had viston.

ot grew.

-m only §

“point for greater progress.”

Huh?
~Some time ago {he Lions Ciub of Char-
Iotte embarked on the venture of creating
for the peopie of the cily a new civic
feature. It was {0 be a wondrous park.
Freedom Park. not ont i
the valor of our sons, in
ing for them and their sons @
beauiy and recreation.

The Lions themselves dug down into
thelr pockets and laid something mare
than $40.000 of the $400.000 quota on the
line. They arz ed a city-wide campaign
and took an enersetic part 3n it And shen
finally, the last subseription card
turned in quota was only half met.

A good many people excused themselves
from ng to Freedom Park by saving
that t Charloite needed was not a
show-place park but parks and playgrounds

N

the  explanation  that Freedom: Park was
something - special which' did: not”in the
least. compete with neighborhood parks and
playgrounds. -but -on the contrary aug-
mented them. And so there ‘was held In
the Spring of 1946 a city-wide election on
a city-wide program-for parks and recrea-
tion, and it was defeated. At the same time
an election was held on & municlpal audi-
torium. another sorely-needed feature, and
it was defeated too. So were other pro-

In contrast. the city of Winston-Salem
recently put on a campaign for a me-
morial coliseum, which is a fancy word
for an indeor arena. It raised $850.000 in
donations, a figure expected to climb to
£875,000 when all returns are in. An im-
medizte explanation of the ease with which
Winston-Salem raised four (and three-
eighthsi times the amount that Chariotte

ralzed with great difficulty lies in To-
bacco T v's noted millionnaires. A dl-
rect inquiry collapses that alibi.

The wealth of Winston-Salem toed the
line as usual. and 5,000 was raised in
eifts of 000 or more. But the other
$475.000 was chipped in.

No one need be churlish because of To-
bacco Town's new facility. Bul it may be

pointed out, wholly aside from clvic pride
which main-

and boosterism. that the citit
tain their rank in the praci
first to have the vislon and then to match
vision with provision.

Charlotte, we “think, had better make a
date with the eye-doctor and from his
office po straight to the optometrist,

Speaking Of Vision--IT

HIS is really a footnote to the preceding
editorial, which ended with a gloomy
remark abou! vision and provision. And
this is a cheerful note. for it is really
& preview of what Mecklenburgers will see
once ther have visited an oculist and ob-
tained spectacles with a less rosy tint and
a much sharper foeus
They will see. if they look in the direc-
tion of Independence Post of the American
Legion. a group of young men who under-
stand that vision must be combined with
sweat. These veterans of World War II
concluded a few months ago that the fumb-
ling efforts of the various public agencies
Gealing with the veterans’ housing problem
would probably provide Charlotte’s home-
less with shelter along about 1864. They
decided something must be done about it
The result is & non-profit housing cor-
poration established by the Legion post.
The young veterans found plenty of credit
available, public - spirited bankers falling
over themselves to provide cash, expert
assistance and sound advice. There still
remained the greatest problem—{inding
scarce materials and labor and a contractor
willing to undertake a housing project in
these uncertain times. They took their
troubles to Edwin L. Jones of the vast J. A,
Jones Construction Company. and after a
brief conversation they vanished. Mr. Jones

How To Perpetuate

LEGEND started in Atlanta & few

weeks ago and finally up,
curt, clear. unqualified. in
Time. There are, according to Time's ver-
sion of this tale,
senger cars . .. rusting and rotting in an
Atlanta depot.” Publicity in Atlanta news-
papers. Time said, had forced the Army
to give up 7.000 of them.

Now even a considerable error in fact
can be forgiven a journalist if the general
point he makes is valid, The implied charge
against the Army in this case was a grave
one— waste. inefficiency. and an arrogant
disregard for the public interest, But the
facts upon which it rested were absolutely
incorrect.

In a remarkably restrained letter to
Time. Major General F. L. Parks points
out that the Army purchased only 20,000
passenger vehicles during the entire course
of the war. The Atlanta Ordnance Depot
is a collecting point where surplus vehicles
are assembled. repaired if possible, and dis-
posed of by transfer to another Govern-

turned
complete and

“25.080 almost-new pas-

Another Voice

agreed to build 50 five-room houses. iwith-
out profit and at once, keeping the cost
within the reach of a man with a $200-a-
manth income. X

Now 50 houses will not soive Charlotte's
housing problem, but after a year of big
talk and little action the Legion project
is a first-class miracle. And yet the man-
ner in which it was worked is quite simple.
There has been a tendency in Charlotte to
approach every civic problem in negative
fashion, thinking up reasons why it could-
't be solved rather than methods of get-
ting the job done. The Legionnaires simply
reversed the uswval procedure; once they
made up their minds that houses must be
had they moved rapidly and with apparent
ease toward their goal.

It can be argued that their success de-
pended wpon the generosity and public
spirit of a good many private citizens—the
bankers, Mr. Jones, the Legionnaires them-
selves. But that is precisely the point. That
spirit-has always existed in Charlotte, and
it still exists. It is. in fact. our greatest
civic asset and our tragedy has been that
in so many cases we have failed to exploit

The voung members of Independence
Post have done a good deal more than
insure the construction of 50 houses—im-
portant as that is at. the moment—and
they are due the thanks of all of us.

A Legend

ment agency or sale Lo the public. There
were only 525 passenger cars there when
Tinte published the legend, and only 48 of
those were in serviceable condition.

Time, as ils custom, offers no apology,
only admitting its error and agreeing that
“Reader Parks’ breakdown ls correet.” Ap-
parently the newsmagazine considers the
matter of little importance, Bul that leend,
to which Time lent credence. will haunt
the Army for at least a generatlon. T4 will
eron up in print, in barroom conversations,
in letters to a hundred editors. Every critle
of the Army will cling to the old charge,
insisting that the Ordnance Department
let & hundred acres of shiny sedans rust
away while the fantsore American public
beceed for transportation

TheArmy, as long-suffering an organi-
zation as the nation affords, will have to
be satisfied with Time's brusque, and es-
sentially futile, correction. But it seems to
us that any publication which has thus
added a completely false charge to the
Army's heavy burden of real sins could
at least say it's sorry,

Auditioning The GOP Program

NOTHER gudition of the Republican

campaign thunder of 1846 comes to
us by courtesy of Brazilla Carroll Reece,
the G.OP. national chairman. However, it
adds nothing o what evervbody has been
led to expect from that quarter.

The votcr will be asked to choose, says
Mr. Recce, between Communism and Re-
publicanism. The Democratic Party will be
trotted out, we hear once more, as the
broomstick of such Marxist witches as
Harold Ickes. Chester Bowles, Henry Wal-
Iace and Sidney Hillman. Mr. Reece seems
to assume that it will be enough to turn
the trick.

Of course, this means nothing at all.
. These are simply words that we hear. We
“fancy the average citizen would-be quite
< startled. perHaps even to the extent of
doing what Mr. Reece suggests. if he were
6 hear: {ust once an éven slightly convine-
ng statement of what he would get for
is tholte of “Republicanism.”

b what will happen, for example, in
mbd 0[ price control, or farm pro-
‘security, or medical care,

or Jabor legislation? What, as o foreign
¥? What, actually. does “Republican-
ism" promise. bevond a simple negation of
what “Democratism™--or, as Mr. Reece puts
it, Communism—has done or sought? Would
we acquire more benefit. or less, and what
would it be, in elther case?

Neither locally nor in the broader field
is Mr. Reece's parly dotting any i's or
crossing t's. And at:the rate he and his
lieutenants and his eandidates are going,
it locks as if the counitry will be asked to
buy a pig in a poke, for all-that there is
any definition’of programs. The times call
for something ‘more Lhan tms—LamsmHe
Courier- Journal

Not only is a little nonsense: now -and
then relished by the best of women but
in the case of millinery Is compulsory.

in Illinois, holds a Wife's
in iself, for divorce. A

Another court,
dieting no’ reason,

man of honor will stick to her 1hmugh‘

thick and faghlonably thin, 70

Marguls Chdd

brouzht upat the White House.
merely in 8 tentative -discussion
stage. .
That report dM’ not- ennca
the chances of obtaining :such &
pledge’ from the two leading labor
organizations, Those chances were

- .wasHINGTON
IN spite of the never-ending
stream of propaganda directed
against it, the OPA still has con-
siderable support. Bewitched, be-
widered and - beguiled 25 many
people are by the barrage of hos-
tile propaganda, still they recognize tenuous. at best. Bug if such 3
the danger If all barriers are swept  pledge were obtained on condi-
aside. tion that the Price Control Act be
“renewed In more or lessits present
form, then the prospect of realistic
controls would certainly be brighter.
ELUSIVE GOAL
No such pledge would be kept
100 per cent. This, Bowles frankly
That kind of per=

That {s why Congress in the
end will probably strike out the
amendments to the Price Control
Act_ which would lift controls, ten
days from now, on most essential
food. If these amendments were
o go ihrough, then the housewite
would see what_the
effect of price control has been, fection simply is mot possible in
and she and m, munana would human  affairs. Conceivebly it
know whom to would have been kept about a3

Bu even If these are knocked  Well as the no-strike pledge was
out, the booby-trap amendments, ~ Kept during the war. The wartime
a3 Chester Bowles calls them, will  record shows an {nfinitesimal num-
be left In. Bowles says they cen ber of days lost through strikes
do as much harm s the direct- In comparison to the number of
ncLlon amendments, days worked. .

polnt, however, is that the From time to time, angry reads
ertm B Rot b feit until Iater. :sfml:\ive% ";:m;ldenéc tl;relozmgy blr
,Pf{’e‘;leam}'é:, Bentty Z{wé“g;ﬁ‘;’,ﬁ Bowles and the OPA. The answer -
blame for their that, in my opinion, Bowles is

tro\lbles not on the individuals re- & reasonable man. v
sponstble but veguely on the Gov. do a reasonable job of controliing
ernment, on Washing prices until the machine of Amer=
ican  production gets ' into high

SUBTLE BLOWS

gear. He speaks out with a kind
That is why the shrewd politi- of Yankee forthrightiess in the
clans in both House and Senate

face of too obvious shams.
who have inserted the pnce ln- This guality of reasonableness
crease amendments on

was evident In what may prove to
burn principie will probably m it bo Bowles' lnst press. eomferencs
on keeping them. Words like "de- ~ as an official of the Truman Ad-
control” have a reasonable sound, minlsiration. He avolded flesh=
The public will creeping talk about runaway fn=
what they actually flation and_bushel-basket money.

at. ot ‘eoutse. males the test  Intends  he pitched his’ argu=
for Presldent Truman all the ment for continuation of realistic
more tough. Bowles will recom- contrél on what a race between
mend a veto If the booby-trap  prices and wages would do to us as
amendments arc left In. But the 2 people socinlly and poiitically.
cholce before the President-will be ge done on the soclale
a painful one. palmmx side might e even great-

nm, understand

8 s . In fact, if a conventlon of er, Bowles suggested, than the
People’s Platform witches had conspired to snarl up  economic damage, It would exag
E the whole business of price con- gerate the argument over whers

trol, it could not have been more
successfully  snarled. To  begin
with, Congress, by delaying action
until the last hour. made 2 sellers’
strike almost inevitable. Just ordi-
nary caution, if you were a manu-

the blame lay for our economic
plight—whether with Jabor and the
present  Administration or  with
business and the Republicans,

’ L e
‘An End To Bickering
WINSTON-SALEM What happened to Dorothy Thompson? Some PART OF THREAT

" N hat same danger, vastly sc-

Editors, THE NEws: of us feminists miss her. facturer, would dictate holding off That ] 3
OMETIME ago widespread publicity was given in Glad to have Dottie Knox back. I don't neces- until you saw w_hXch way Drices (‘!;mua.;d, )a( pifn tm v"xw- x‘;)ga‘:
% ‘harlotte newspapers to a rather gh,,,.p attack  sarily agree with her—but she's a good person and  Were going to move. of & boom-to-bust cycle c
Then there was the unfortunate would be precipitated by soaring

upon Winston-Salem relative to the facilities of the I respect her.

—R. 8. misunderstanding over the effort prices. Tt divides us as a_people
North Garoline Division of the United ,s“;éesmvef‘“ 5. 8 to obiain o no-sirike pledge from  along afien, closs iines. I pre-
Rk s il A B el R R g KANNAPOLIS  the AFL and the CIO. That was Venis us, 3 Bowles in his reason-

“National Service Officer of the Disabled Veterans.
Although we all knew the situation at that time was
not good, we also knew that it was only a tem

sble way pointed out. from gettng
down to our job. That job is 1o
show the wofld we are a golng

first reported in torms of & clach
between Bowles and the President,
who was sald to have turned it

WANT to know if Eric Brandeis will be back on
the back page of Tuz News. He's surely missed,

etup and that 1t was a matter of a short time until  8nd I'm hoping he'll be back soon! . " " i ¢
; & ld edequately house the Veterans Administra- Glad Dottie Knox is back. down. According to Bowles, this concern Prmjdmﬁ Tewards and sat.
ot ine o __MRS. RUTH PRESSON. was not true, sincg iU had been  Isfactions for almost every one,

tion in a very fine office building.

Yeslerday It wes announced that the Veterans
Admln'l(trﬂinn had signed a five-year lease for most
desirable the Nissen Building, one of the
finest office h\nldmgs in the Southeast, and I think
we are safe in sayi that the North Carolina pranch
of the Veterans Administration is as splendidly housed
and as comfortably situated as is any. Veterans Ad-
ministration office in the United :States. . We feel
that you will, in fairness, want to take: cognizance:of
this fact and point with the same pride that weido to
the fact that Winson-Salem-is doing:a: goad: job= 1

The  People’s Platform 1s avatlable to any
réader ‘who cares to mount it. Communications
_-should : be - less . than 300 wards t)/pcwritten if
possible; -dnd -on only of aper.
‘Libel. ond obscentty wi“ De deleled-othemlso
“anything goes.: Each letter .must -be signed,. al-
though; in: exceptional cases.and upon request,
- we i will wkhhald the writer’s namc.-—Eduon.

Samuel Grafton

The Champ Is Dead

LOS ANGELE3
seems to me there has been s

our easusl acceptance of Governs
ment in the early twenties, when
a

IT

taking care of the Veterans. Administration; we felt that we Govern-
fal loss of interest n all of 3 o

au will have moted that we made no attempt ! ment. the way we had a car. and

to answer the charges.in’the press or otherwise be~ polities since Mr. Roosevelt dled: o140 oypect” fair  mileage from

and .that this loss of Interest has
taken: place on what might even
be. called the sporting level. It re-
sembles -the “way .in  which. some
fnterest in . baseball

Babe . Ruih:left . the g

fiashes

both without bothering to look un-

der the

DECISIONS ~ACCEPTED

In no other democratic country

ihe world are the decisions of

Government accepled o urques-
¢ 1

cause we fell we were so’busy:trying fo improve the

clination to enter into an

Pledmont Area of Nm‘th Carolina '.haf,
silly for our communities :to lnrlulgl' in . pett; birke

decislons  are
maintain our present magnificent
levei.of caloric intake, or whether
they “are  heading toward " depres-
560" and’ war. We  pride ourseives
_..on ‘our controversies. .onour fa-
Crums, onolir M
but. the quality “of American
\1!2 (emeclnuy in:-lush’ jiels
the ‘present) remains’ ba-
ﬂc«ﬂy hnn-mlmcnl ’nd: our:nas
credo. to. the effect that

ncﬂ\my m quesllol\ are
trying to-take:away ‘from & nelghbol lated and drawn in: this
thing ‘which -1t has ncq\nrcd e which dosa mot
and 1 feel certain:it is: th oes
Charlotte.

The: Columnisis wo Hides to every' quess

. fraelf s denial of ot
TRIC BRANDEIS Is o

U rending 1t coliimn

continued

of aclors

interest to serl

We need to exchal
much 85 possible  the
our Iwo counties hold

for 1all) {ogether.

HE phrase, ‘the triw
vented by someone.

thing! Good riddance

as. ccmmander of
rmnk likes ‘to>sing.” And W
his - regular: visits *with ' the ‘other: All
always engages’in d song. fest with.

As & Tesulf, the Russlans have adopt
they virtually” regard: as.the Amerlcan
They sing it on:any 7
pride and pleasure to the. hearts of A\'n
Army in Berlin; at Jeast, i5 anxious

Actually,’the ‘song may bring great
Gen. McNarney, but other Americans
bit weary “of ‘it.: The Ri ssl i
words. and 16 the tunr ofi

Anthem
’Three cl\Ec)‘s for the Sﬂm Jori
‘The ‘best ‘Junior High in To!ed; .
re ‘are ‘a’lot ‘more words

have had the benefit of an edu
csreful]) lem—ned all the words;

we have na:quarrel with® the Riissian pmple

been sald=about:it; but: relations bet

Sovlet armiesin Berlin have been’ utmord 2)

fivst, the ‘Russians -were suspicious, didn't: want any f
nization of thelr troops with ours. But that sus

lmgaly 'disz\ppeﬂred ‘The R d rmy i & large, unwi

of ‘the Russian
ptop c.-and” that mn o[ The Red Amy whlch 15 i aernn
likes AmeTicans: -

However, nobody_in the higher brackets in Washington
ot Moscow, 15 ‘doing: much {6 bring the Russians. and Amcr
can people iogether,’ -

“This “column: hag_long malntained that ir e
same US-USSRInterclifinge of “students (hat ith
China. and England as a’ result of ‘the Boxer. Re\:p)uo and
“Rhodes smolmmps, our Russlan- troubles.gradtiall
o in_smoke. =




