okinam With one eye on t]

- 'who ¢cheerfuily voted to ‘send 18:
an battle ' began  thinking up ways &nd
‘méans to avoid sending them overseas now

that they face nothing: more dengerous
than boredom. Behaving more like doting

ton forces a qualified lease on.life

parenis than ‘statesmen, théy have largely

other nine months. &' rather im-

nt matter since we seem to have en-’

“The ‘mannér in which the Congress has
hnnd]cd draft extension is unhappily char-
acteristic “of ‘its present disheveled state.
As “In the.case of OPA and the housing
program, there has been a frantic effort
to:avold & record vote. a mad scramble to
postpone the lssue until the last minute.
And, as usual, the flight from reality is
ending in & half - hearted, ill- consldered
which only
terribly difficult job of consolidating our
military victory over Germany and Japan.
This is not to say that Congre
jutified in altering the draft law:
price control laws for that matter. The
Army's system of induction was not per-
fect in wartime, and it could stand & gen-
eral overhaul now that the shooting has
stopped. But the Congressional approach
has been destructive, compounded of “fear,
false sentiment, and irresponsibility. The
gentlemen on the Hill have refused to face
up to the hard fact that the occupation
of Germany and-Japan is as much a part
of the war as the Battle of the Bulge or

ANTRY Day slipped past all but un-
noticed this week. The press, which can
usuzlly be depended upon to turn a trite
editorial phrase on all the Days that clut-
ter the calendar. seemed to be thinking of
something else. It's the way, of the world;
twelve months can alwags transform a
hero into a forgotien man.

It may be just as well. When the bomb
explodes over Bikinl the Queen of Battle
may abdicate at last. The doughboy, who
won every war in history, mey have scored
his last painful victory. The front line,
that row of holes in the ground bought
with his blood, may disappear, while the
eourse of conflict is eharted in thin alr,
and recksned in terms of ruined cities a
thousand miles apart.

Ever since men first began to settle thelr
ditferences with force, the doughboy's
thankless job has been threstened by hu-
man for inhuman) progress. The generals
tried to replace him with elephants and
horses, with eatapullz and eannon. with

. tanks and airplanes and rockets, But each
new weapon, after winning a handful of

is the season of the semi-annuel

debate over North Caroline campaign
laws. 8ince it 1s so flagrantly violated, es-
pecially in regard to the lmitation of cam-
paign expenditures, 13 The Corrupt Prac-
tices Act of 1931 sdequate? The Raleigh
Times thinka it isn't, end srgues that the
i on i8 too

Iow.

It has been often sald that The Corrupt
Practices Act of 1931 purportedly requiring
candldates to file sworn statements of con-
tributlons recelved and moneys expended in
connection with political campaigns was an
inducement to perfury, rather than preven-
tion of election crookedness. 'This position
is supported by the well-known fact that

cannot be y
under present-day conditions without spend-
ing more than the legal Umit in most cases
But The Times goes on to cite chapter
and verse on practices have only an in-
_direct bearing on total expenditures. In
. the case of C. B. Deane, Democratic nomi-
nee in the Eighth Congressional: Distrlct,
it finds that the officlal statement of
expenditures ($4.568.87 spent personally, an
estimated $1,200 spent by others) is un-
itemized. The statement indicates that
$4,800 of this total was contributed, but
does not indicate by whom. It does not
show to whom any of the money was paid
or for what purpose.

This prompts The Greensboro Daily News,
that placer of first things first, to remark
that the real weakness of the present law
lies in its failure to fix responsibility for
enforcement. The campaign statement
questioned by The Times is filed in the

Another Voice

R. HOWARD W. ODUM sees the recent

SBupreme Court decision on bus segre-
gation as a real challenge to Southern tol-
erance, intelligence and progressive spirit.
The region is standing on the threshold
Pl vast development in the material and
cultural sense. and if the South is wise,
Dr. Odum {ntimates, it will allow nothing
to_stand in its way as it moves to grasp
18 new opportunities.

humanism and the idealistic - aim. Dr.
©Odum 1s right, when he insists that the
Bouth in-facing the court decision should
reslize it stands In the presence of fact
rather ‘than theory, and holding fast to
168 polse; ‘strive to “do & MHttle more and
& lttle botter, if it can, even than the
rost of the world” In the mlmm of toler-

This {5 sound sense well mingled with ;

and ch
o wocreaa. reslizing mn m-ny of ita

ignored the Army's logical insistence:that
the war itself has exhausted all other 'age
brackets, so that it cannot expect to obtain
first class personnel unless it draws from
the generatfon just reaching draft age.

The. Congress has also turned a deaf
ear to the State Department’s equally logl~
cal argument that vacillation in the matter
of draft extension serlously damages our
foreign policy. The nine-month limitation
on the new draft will be taken abroad, and
properly so, as an indication that the
American people can't declde whether they
want to keep armies abroad or not. It's
the best news the Germans and the Jap-
anese, ves and the Russians, have had in
many months.

The curious thing about all this is that
it isn't even good politics. The threat of
drafting 18-year-olds is still'there, and it
will alienate as many voters as would &
firm policy. Those veterans whose release
from the service wil be further delayed
by the hampering restrictions written into
‘the blll will be even more bitter than they
are now, if that's possible. Nobody, so far
as we can see, Is going to be pleased by
the draft bill now being hammered Into
shape at the very last minute.

Congress still doesn't seem to understand
that wishful thinking will not end a war.

For The Soldier Who Walks. ...

battles, waz checkmated before it could
guarantee victory. Tactics changed, but
strategy didn't; sooner or later men had
to walk into battle with only the weapons
they could carry in thelr hands and wage
the bitter, personal war known only to the
killer who faces his victim. The remote
and Impersonal weapons. served only to
support the soldier who walks like & man.

But it will be the doughboy who will be
happiest if perverse human ingenulty has
finally ended his career. Nobody-ever en-
joyed being s foot soldier; from Hannibal
to Elsenhower he never aroused any emo-
tlon stronger than pity. He was the com-
mon man of the military, indispensable but
dull, an object of ridicule for the cavalry-
man, the. artilleryman and the pliot. He
fought, and dled in prodigieus numbers,
without benefit of banner or bugle.

‘The failure of his countrymen to remem-
ber the day set aside to honor him (and to
promote enlistments in the most dangerous
branch of the service) will neither surprise
nor disturb him. He would, we suspect,
rather have a house than = parade. And
he has Jong since learned to expect neither.

On How To Pass A Buck

office of Secretary of State Thad Eure, but
Mr. Eure takes the position that his re-
sponsibility ends when the statement ls
recelved. It makes no difference to him,
we gather, whether the statement Is c-
curate or not. The lIaw seems to bear him
out In that, in hazy fashion. it imposes
upon the Attorney General the responsi-
bllity “to make dillgent Inquiry and Inves-
tigation with respect to any violation of
{his artlcle.” ‘The Attorney General, how-
ever, has displayed a marked reluctance to
undertake this duty, diligently or other-
wise, of his own volition, holding that he
is required to act only if somebody—the
Secretary of State, for instance—forwards
an official request.

Repardl of who displays the ‘greater
skill at passing the buck, it is clear that
nothing much is going to be done about
eleaning up North Carolina’s elections un-
der the present statute, The quibbling over
whose fault it is may be entertaining, but it
isn't likely to lead to reform

Anv citizen should be able, without cost
or difficulty, to demand an accurate and
eomplete accounting of every cent spent
tn a political campaign. Perhaps it is im-
possible to accouni for all of it, but there
are. certain obvious fixed expenses—adver-
tising, radio time, poll workers—that are
easily checked but are nevertheless con-
spicuous omissions from the usual state-
ment of expenditures.

The semi-annual debate, now as always,
leads to the conclusion that there ought to
be a law.

Dr. Odum’s Cilaﬂenge To Greatness

fears of the pasi were groundless.

We believe the South, on the whole, is
ready to follow Dr. Odum. In recent dec-
. 25 & matter of record, the region has
manifested & more tolérant and
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Sam Ervin And The OPA

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tre News:
N view of the recent editorlals. in your fine news-
er. with regard to OPA, T thought the attached
corsespondence with Me. 8. J. Ervin dr. would be of
interest to 'vou. You are free to use this correspond-
ence ns you see-fit.

Assuring you that . for one, agree 100 per cent
with your attitude towards Congress and the OPA,
Iam

—H. D. HEARN.
Honorable Sem Ervin B
House of Representatives
Washington, D
Honoreble Sir:

FOR the first time In my life I feel 1t necessery o

express my views to a member of Congress. Please

wages to ofganised lakor justified upon the ground
that such increases are necessary to meet the I
creased cost of Mving. If OPA has held the 1U'\e,
why has the cost of living increased? Everybody
knows, however, that the cost of living has Increased
substentially since OPA began to fix prices

In my judgment, which I have arrived at efter
Jong study and consideration, the policies of OPA .con-
tributed substantially to the increase in the cost of
lving. OPA {roze the prices of old-line manufac-
turers ‘of standard goods required by the public and
refused -to :permit slight increases in the prices OI
such . goods -of -old-line manufacturers. the c
trn"v hnwever, it gave: vastly larger -ceiling prir S

s,-and .to the

typca oi goods by old manufﬁcmrers
i of:this OPA refus:
respect:. desplte thie :pleas 6f 1[5 fripnds, Tesuited .in

Progresswe Vermont

PUTNEY, VT.
IN New mllmd where the town
meeting 15 still & valid part of
the democratic process, they are
working out new ways of solving
eurrent pmbl
= Vermi hes s state industrial
rehtlaxu Cuuncll It is mede up
of representatives of industry and
the unions, Government has no

agement and labor to a real un-
derstanding.

ey are proud in Vermont of
the councll, the first of its kind

the country, and they have

ason to be. If. s Congres-

slonnl committee iz named to do
an honest study of labar-manage-
ment _relations, they could profit-
ably take 2 long look at what h
+been worked out here,

‘They haven't, of course, had the
same problems s in states where
war Industries brought hundreds
of thousands of new workers and
unions  mushroomed ovcmlzhb.
Vermont 15 not primarily an in~
dustrial state. Neverthel:aa the
way in which the two sides have
worked together, without govern-
ment intervention or guidance, is
an exemple that may well have
wide application. R
WHO'S ON IT

The council is made up ol eight
members named by the Assoclated
Industries of Vermont, four by the
AFL and four by the CIO. Each
group selects its own chalrm:
and they take turns presiding al
the mectings.

sitting around the conference
table In s serles of sesslons for
more than a year, they have wres~
tled with the two obstacles in the
way of collective bargaining. Some-
times the sesslons have been bit~
ter. But gradually a mutual un-
derstandlng has grown up. The
Vermont council the other day sent
both labor and industry delegates
to tell s meeting of New England
industrialists and business men
that the pian actuslly works.

Albert A. Cree, president of the
Vermont Public Service Company,
the industry delegate, recommend-
ed the ider highly to his fellow
industriailsts. While the two side
did not always agree, he sald, the
had come fo know and respec:
each other's points of view,

Somewhat the same testimony
came from Henry N, Hicks, a CIO
member of the Vermont council

Samuel Grafton

He admitted !hlt labor was sus-
picious at first. But the plan had
worked out so well that labor: to=
day was completely sold on' the
Hicks went on to say:

“The cstablhhment of tuture la-
bor relations lies e hands of
menagement. If & unmn 18 treated

bargained

menagement and labor should
be =ble to deal with each other
constructively when' collective bar-
gaining breaks down for the time
Delng.”

MUTUAL RESPECT

That i5 spparently one of -the
chief gains to come -out of the
council—mutual respect. It is what
is too often ahsent when manage-
ment and unions ait down togeth-
er. Ususlly they face each other
with all the fine cordlality of two
stray tigers meeting in the jungle.

Senstor George Alken of th:
town had & lob to do With dey
oping the council idea, Alken is &
liberal chub]k:un. one of the most
courageous men te, The
origin of his cnr:er 5 unique in
American politics. Starting by col-
lecting wild flowers, he deve]aped
s flourishing nursery business which
put him in contact with farmers
all over the state.

vermont has twu good Benators

50, here in
tth rocky mue Llnte that has had
its population drained off to the
industrial_centers, 15 hard to see
Senator Warren R. Austin has just
been named by President Truman
to be the United States member
of the United Nations Security
Council,

POINT THE WAY

1f they were given half & chance
by those who think they own the
Republican Party, men like Alken
and Austln could put the GOP in
” position of unassailable leader-
ship. They could point the way,
on both domestic and internation-
al {ssues, to & strong and unified
américa.

But the sad truth is that the
GOP shows signs of following ex-
actly the opposite kind of lender-
ship. Shrewd oppanumm want 10
exploit what t ve Is & tide
pulling back w Fiotation and te-
action. These are the unhappy
portents in recent elections. It
will take more forcefuiness than
anyone has shown yet to reverse
this tide.

Consumers® Rebellion

LOS ANGELES
HERE are signs that the Amer-
fean consumar. s . (ishting
back. There is a LR ook
in his eye which has not been
there before. He no longer Xiss

note that the attached edltorial;: from: The arlott

the hand of a dealer who offe:

driving tro “standard. articles’ which bore

News, dated June 10.. If the:Cs 1 :the  Unit

him a fishing rod made from ¢

¢herp p-lces and in“flooding th

States 50 restricts the OPA that this Bureau:hécones.

genuine broom handle. or shorts

oducu at higher prices. explains i why

useless, as far as price control:is ‘concerned, theve:is

woven of second grade sacking

shh‘t andiwhy the

no question but that prices of ‘all cummodmes w\ll~ .

wHe walks right out of the stare

sdvance msterially. . This 15’ golng

muttering. Nat only that. but thr
i

people in a very very bad situation;

sly - little is
100k gt . price-tags . Again:

It is my opinion ‘that you' will vote on this lESu
according to r decision:you will reach after giving thi

is;and -both - Time Magasine anc

~ Newgweek have .broken out with ¢

matter every consideration, but I sincerely: hop: yau
ntrol,. S

vote will _be 1o+ contine
luxuries. but-price control over  th
to make .up  the. bull
avernge person.

T have talked to many of my
talked to_theseven people workin
small_business. and:they sl feel as

Mr. H. D. Hearn

3020 Selwyn:Avenue
Charlotte:1: Nor-h Caroling
Dear Mr, Hea

| Erdahie miter
tenslon: The Houss
several ‘months Ao,

passed -an: amended
and the Senate ver
In the next
the Benate

the proposed extensl
hmrmmon which. has
have been here,

Mr. - Bowles' and
have inslsted at &ll

I
koad and: Hkew
refusal .10 ‘aecept re;
deal said ‘aboit how OPA'h
we seeconstant strike:

tlav monl‘rchy thnn the Axis.
had made: this decislo
states,

attitude with respect to a number of as-
pects in interracial’ relations than has
been manifestéd elsewhere. The fact:that
the Supreme Cotirt decision on “Jim Crow”

bus seating arrangements, while occasion- -

.ing wide comiment, was quletly received in
the ‘South makes crystal clear the charge
in attitude which has occurred in this'area.

its old laws, traditions and customs, is 1o
longer disposed 1o put carts before horses,
or become 50 preoccupled with' pétty:ex.
ternals that
fund: tal conditioris and p with
which 1t earnestly “needs 1o deal,.~Wins
ston-Salem Journal.

1

The South, while it still clings:to many. of..

it cannot discernthe mote’

thie
regimes and yet defeat e ariine
“Though - believirig himself. a"patriot, he

to regard the par:

Uisania rather then'the Geérmans as'the main ener;
e present alignment: of Cheétnik f

f the Germans: today. is: nelther  acelde

It 15 :inhereiit’ 10: the very: nature:

Point.-To:hope: ta 'reform’

very essrncr
ents to ut

psychological - stite nlzmind the ‘frustratiol
rmemvnt remlmng from’ the sudden colla]

olitleal programme a5 the productiof ‘o
d

for_any prominent: leaders or clements’ Within
Mékhmovmhs ("hﬂ.nlk omanluuon 85 uncompmmised by,
fréves

behind. them is an lllus(on. Nnne such Exlsu

Th :
nik rank and (lle may huve been misled~and mn

rash of little reports about -choosy

~buy:ra Newsweek -discovers
Rt

an industry preduclng in mass 2°
low prices to an indusiry proc
ing ih much smalier quantities &
higher prices. This will be no
merely & change in degree, but
change in kind

The clothing industry, for ex-
ample. may weli win fts fight t
e allowed to give up making low-
er-priced goods, and be pe
initted to concentrate on higher
sriced  articles. Bui that doesn’
sound much like American indus-
. producing for the miilions: t
sounds like an old lady maky
lace by hand. to aell to the gentle
folk in the manor house.

NATIONAL PROCESSES
Those piead for Inflation
fact

;
care of sll th! L it prices
atops
buying. . then mme
down.This makes

es® sound mild_and_ meuou ke

Iaxative =onthe . radin: . but - the

pric s

truthia: thab:these . "naturel i pro-

“are: extremely . palnful.
18 heartbreaking . on::the
WAy down: ostores “and 'f clori
!
s the values of uwn- m-
evaporate;:there o un-




