ed in "4 We are even willing
t the miracle worked by one
ritb; Whose salary was $12.000,
worth the $454.537 bonus the Los An-

Jes Tur! Club granted Him. -
e would; in fact: have passed over this
ai report from’never-never land with-
comment if it had not-seemed pertinent
3 another: set ~of - figures dealing with
eonditions’in our:own bracket. The Féd-
ral Reserve Board was speaking our lan-
e’ 'when it reported that in this year
_plenty two-out “of every five American
amilies have quick sssets (savings bonds,

other negotiable securities, bank deposits? )

of ‘only about $40.

The-nation's savings break down this
way: 40-per cent of the people own only
‘one per cent of the liquid assets, the next
30 per cent own only 11-1/2 per cent.
while 30 per cent own the remaining 87-1/2
-percent. (To break it down even furthter,
the ‘top ten per cent own 80 per cent of
the total)

This means that 70 per cent of the Amer-
fcan people, a clear majority let it be
" ‘noted. are living right up to their incomes
‘®t this moment. Now it might be argued,
with some justice. that insofar as short-
ages permit_this is a silk-shirt era and

.

“These gloomy. figures, it seems tc us.

should: give pause to the Congressmen who
are now busy dismantling OPA. There 15

endugh ¢ash on hand i the upper bracket,
and - installment-plan credit’ down. below,
to-precipitate:» handsome boom when' the
1d comes off. The most optimistic econom=
ists figure the spiral will carry the cost
of living upward about 25 per cent before
it levels off.-What will that do to the 70
per cent of the people who are now living
within an inch of their incomes? Will they
be able to subsist and.keep up-the pay-
ments on that inflated little dream house,
that inflated electric refrigerator, and that
inflated auto in the front.yard? Even If

their incomes rise along with everything -

else.‘will they ever be able to close the

' gap. or will they simply postpone the final

collapse and make it worse when it does
come?

But Congress. alas, is in no mood for
statistics, hard historical lessons, or ex-
pert economic advice. The Federal Reserve
Board, staid pre-New Deal agency that it
is; will receive no more respectful a hear-
ing than did Chester Bowles. The gentle-
men who have gone to work on OPA with
an axe are in a gambling mood, and they
are not at all impressed by the fact that,
on paper at least, the odds are a hundred-
to-one against them.

Unfortunately, Nobody Likes Taxes

HARLOTTE'S merchants are indignant.

They feel, according to their highly
wocal spokesmen, that the City Fathers
were dealing off the bottomiof the deck
when they decided to double their license
"%ax rate, upping it to one dollar per thou-
_ sand of gross receipts. And the merchants
- have no intention of sulking in silence;
they are going to present their case to
‘Council and demand a new deal.

The merchants, of course, have a case.
They contend that they are being asked to
bear a disproportionate share of the new
$ax burden, and perhaps they are. Council,
we gather, doesn't think so, for it spent &
¢eouple of months puzzling over the dis-
tribution of the increased tax load before
it reached its decision., Presumably the
Fathers were ‘satisfled with thelr work
when they released the somewhatl compli-
cated new schedulé %o the public.

It must be recognised that there would
heve been complaints even it the Fathers

smoen. We can recall only one citizen who
vegarded his ux statement with affection.

taxes. With them I buy civllization” Few

OST of the recént discussion of the
Case Bill has emphasized the area of
between tlon and

Congress on labor matters. The divislon
15 wide, of course, or the President would
not have vetoed the measure. But there
is ample evidence that it isn't insurmount-
able, despite all the partisan argument to
the contrary.
‘The basic disagreement, if the President's
_Velo message is accepted al face value, is
over method. The President desires to post-
pone permanent labor legislation until a
_more thorough study has been made; the
Congress wants {o strike while the iron of
public opinion is hot. But the Presldent,

témporary legislation as drastic as it may
desire.

In passing it might be noted that even
Representative Case, the sponsor of the
wvetoed measure, doesn't appear to con-
stder his brainchild a final answer. Before
the-bill was sent to the President, Mr. Case
sponsored a resolution calling for the estab-
lishment of a commission to study the en-
tire labor field and report to Congress,
‘That, of course, is exactly what Mr. Tru-
man recommended.

Even as to permanent legislation, the
veto message provided evidence that the
President and the Congress sare in agree-

Tnother Voice

Are We Now Morally Decadent?

have heard a great deal in recent

years about the incompetence snd
“wastefulness of a bureaucratic government,
and to these faults in our political struc-
“hire we attribute in varying degrees many
‘of the evils of the present postwar period.
‘Bm; the events of the war and postwar
era offer much evidence of -a moral de-

eadence In our national seclety which has .

tributed ‘much to our current -economic
and social unrest and @istress,
‘Marqulg ‘Cbilds, in a series of column
icles on abuses In the veterans' training
rogram indicates that meny employees
taking advantage of the payments made
the-Government {0 veterans-in the “on-
ok training . program to_chisel, ob-
‘Wmuable labor ‘at a cost to them in
Ty &N 20 cents Ay

A ,cc—n‘nmtion with the OPA price
tlons have long been notor-

of us, unfortunately, attain Mr, Holmes’
judicial outlook.

It is significant that nobody has yet
seriously questioned the necessity for in-
creasing City tazes. A tax scale estab-
lished before the war will not serve in
these inflated times. There are no grandiose
schemes afoot o consume new revenue;
the City, like many of the rest of us, sim-
ply cannot meet its running expenses un-
der its present budget.

The question, then, is not whether some-
body is golng to be taxed, but who. The
Counell, having airesdy answered this once,
is likely to be right back where it started

(if it allows the merchants to persuade it

against increasing license tax levies. If
the merchants succeed there will be others
dragging in their axes—property owners
objecting to the inerease in the ad valorum
tax, others complaining sbout that 25 per
cent increase in the water rate.

We are not attempting to defend the
tax scale worked out by the Fathers. It is
open to question, and we, as well as the
merchants, have already posed a couple.
But this seems & good time to remind all
concersted that no fair distribution of taxes
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The Second Round

The Drys Try It Again

THE average Ameritan citizen Tealizes reithei' the

its ine
cressing effectlveness.. According to the latest Gal-
1945. 33 per .cent -of  the
voters in Amertca would vote for the .return: of
There are three states—Kansas, :Okla-
homa and Mississippl—which: are- wholly dry.as far
es wines and hard liquor are.concerned, although
in some sections the. sale of: 32 per cent beer Is

vast extent of the dry crusade  hor
tup poil. in December,

prohibition.

permitted.

About. one-third of ‘the country's more_than 13,000
counties, with-a total population’of :approximately

one knows, by voluntary contributions, dues, and the
sale of propagands material. The active member-
ship of the dry groups also runs Into the millions.
The Natlonal Woman's Christlan Temperance Union
alone has more than 10,000 branches, besides its sub-
sldiary organizations for children, with approximately

500,000 members, ell paying dues and all working for
the dry:cause.

The Basic Theme

The basic. theme ‘of ‘all dry propaganda and of
all dry motivity: 187 that. prohibition  was. successiul

counties elsewhiere,” too: - 24 in" Mirinesots,” for ‘exam=
ple, while Maine .15.30" per: cent® dry: and: Vermont
are dry areas
I Illinois; there s huc ane dry.

38 per cent, . And in:several states the

within wet counties:

county. but scattered: through' the state:a:

1000 dry -towns: townships: and’ votiiig. DMclﬂc

c\udlns 130 :in’ Chicago: 1 In' Pennsylvania ‘the
2 i Wisconsin, 350; ifl! Ne:

are pending in ai Jeast half o t
e, r: are sl

be made: to-put’one Lhruuzh ‘cong
year ‘or twm but. the Ext Wil
05

was ever worked out by those
who yell loudest.

?

ment on one important and highly con~
troversial point. The President took no
maljor exception to Section 7 of the Case
Bill, expressing himself in agreement with
it. And Section T included all the provisions
of the Hobbs Anti-Racketeering Bill, which
has passed the House and now reposes in o
Senate committee, except the provision that
nothing in it should be construed to “fm-
pair or diminish . . . the rights of labor
organizations in lawfully carrying out the
legitimate objects thereof.” The Presldent
thought that sectlon should be reinstated,
and it is hard to see any gravé objection
to it.

‘The Hobbs Bill was designed to prevmf
the extortion of money from employers
under threat of violence, It passéd ‘the
House after the Supreme Court ruled. in
favor of union teamsters who seized in-
coming trucks in New York, drove them
to their destination, and forced payment
of “wages” trom the recipients of the goods
they carried. It would prevent abuses of
this charactzr and many nthers, and is a

ded piece of

Presidential support for the Hobbs Bill,
it seems o us, can be taken as a zood
omen. The wi of the

ticlent suppo

b
" ment-of such an: amendimen

tion to admit that there are grave lhuses
of union power is certainly a long step
toward the sweeping labor legislation de=
sired by the majority of the people.

ious. The Black Market system. and the

extent of its operations constitute a grave
retlection upon the honor and integrity
of many Americans.

‘The selfishness of some labor unlon lead-
ers 1z no less remarkable than the greed
of the hoarders and profiteers who appar-
ently create artificial shortages of essential

The anm'm\‘
tions ‘range f1

_ ahundred thousand,
i

million. Mll -thi

mmdy and a5-the Wi
WOorry.
Today.

goods in the face of & national

immrc

and, pressure . grou terests  which p]acc
loyalty to their groupa above: the com=
mon welfare,

1t we have a wenk inept, blundering,
wasteful | government” which . sesmingly s
able to solve neither its domestic or’ 1}
eign problems,” doesn’t. it oceur 1
of contemporary events on the hiome front
that the larger blame for this i lmbedded
in American society ftseif?
TTCENTWe expect purity in gove:
arlse ‘out” of ‘soclal corruption, ‘or political
strength to emerge from: a soclety th

2 “u glves me the impressio
“{hat:Germany is to be restored

~“lands or Belgium, a

of oc'c'upaﬁon
¥ peop!
that th Gemln peo

peopieto bring it
" crles: Brother Sam: Mor-
“We did ‘it then! ' Lel's
ring’ one’ of “the: local: option cam-
puim xn xencucky s full-page:ad in a local:news-
ave this dry picture of prohibition
at in any restaurant’nd ot be
 We saw'no nqum- in gro
rugstor i

‘WASHINGTON |

THE text of the Baruch report
on atomic energy " is being

in every capital of the
world with the most searching
care. As the report so eloquently
sald, the lssue is between the
quick and the dead.

On the mejor outlines of an
international Atomic Development
Authority, the text iz unmistak-
ably clear. But on at lesst one
point within the framework, there
are likely to be requests for
clarification.

Wisely, the report points out
that one of the first dutfes of
the international Authority will
be to obtain and meintain com-
plete: and sccurate information
on world supplies of uranium
thorium, These supplies must,
says the report, be brought “under
the domination¥ of Authority.
Presumsbly, this means owner-
ship. Yet the report goes on to
say:

“The pnci:e pettern of control
for various types of deposits of
such meterials W‘l.ll have to de-
pend upéen the geological,
and economlc (acu; involved 1n
different situationa.”
WASHINGTON MEETING

Behind this particuler passage
is & controversy that went on
with considerable acrimony whcn
the atomic policy of the United

wag {inally being fixed.
ys ago, elder statesman
. Baruch and advisers
met with Undersecretary of State
Dean Acheson and the memhcrs
of the committee of experts whi
drafted the report that firat pro-
posed an Atomic Development
Authority. They met
Lee House, across from the State
Department.

Eventually
down to the question of control
over raw materials that could be
used to produce atomic S
Fred Searles, a noted mining en-
gineer who was working with
Baruch, ralsed a serfous objection
to Ouu‘ight ownership such as had
been proposed in the Acheson-
David ‘Litlenthal report.

Searles said that in the gold
ore taken out of the Rand mines
in South Africa there were traces
of uranium. Were the Rand
mines to be turned over to an
Authority thet might be domi-
nated by Soclalists? The ques-
tion drew an indignant reply from
Acheson. The bustness and Gov-
ernment_experts who dralted the
State Department reporl on
tomic cnergy never Intended
ownership to go beyond primary
sources of uranium and thortum.
Asheson said. The exchange weas
sharp, for a time. on this lssue.

In reality, of EBSEESS: was

Samuel Grafton

- NGELES
F this world were. a menah

- Lworld! the ‘mations ‘of ‘which en-
‘tertaihed s generally: amiable . feel-
“toward = gach: other, Mr.  Ba-
Tuch'a pxm for: international. con-

the discussion got

ent Tmmnn who rmtved

The directive he issucd . Wi

last word, % e
Because the  shadbw 1t easts

falls on each -and_eve

Jealousy
prldc of_origin
policy. But unfortunately himen
nature does mnot -um-nnluny
change in response to changed .
circumstances.  There hla been
feeling between the suthors of
the two reports,
MAJOR THEME
Happlly, they both sound 83 &
mejor theme the necessity for l.h:
Authority to deve

-

lop  into -
creative body which wm teke th:

leadership in promoting the use
of atomic energy for pesceful pur-
poses. The Baruch report under-
scores_the revolution in humsn
life that this vast new power
can work. The great step forward
that it proposes—elimination o

the veto power in all matters o

lated to atomic energy—is spelled
out: beyund eny equivocation, &5
it should be.

That will be the test. I¢ the
Powers, and especially the Sovist
Union, with its Intense secretive-
ness, are willing to psrucxpm in
such an Authority, then will
be able to see thc ﬂrsb likht of
hope.

Wh stressing the need for
creative leadership by the Au-
thority, the Baruch report speaks
also of sanctions, of international
law with teeth, of outlawing the
bomb and other weapons capable
of destruction.  That,
seems to me, contributes to con-
fusion. The language of sanc-
tions s an outmoded Ianguage.
It is the lavendar and old lace of
the professional peace movement.

Atomic energy cannot be econ-
trolled by an international police-
man who says no. The battleship
and airplane could not be con-
trolled by international law., The
need Is for positive, creative sce
tion by & world body unhampered
by any obsolete veto. The major
stress in the Baruch report is on
such action.

SPEED ESSENTIAL

It should be implemented as
quickly ®s possible, The Unlted
States has offered to glve up the
temporary advantage we derived
from atomic power, We would
glve it up with adequate safe-
guards to insure the knowledge
will not be turmed sgalnst us.
Baruch and his assistants bave
‘made sure of that.

is an offer that the other
natlons cannot misunderstand un-
less they want to misunderstand
it. Our desire is security and
peace. and-we have said 30 In un-
mistakable terms.

Another View Of Plan

has labored well, and we are led
back to the melancholy realization
that -ouf troubles do not lie with
our plans: but with our worid, This
is, perhaps. the best plan that i
possible [ the world as it exlsts
today;  the . larger question is
v.hc{her this {s the best world that
possible in.the world as it exsts
'nday. 11, for example, the recent
sessfons .of the Security Council
nhad been marked by lesser ‘asperi-
111 the heavy sense of majority

* power had-been kept more in:the
 background.’ the propossl: for an
{nternationsal.

atomic - commiasion




