sbuses, and perhaps more than anvthing
se the ragged temper of the times.

e President's Veto message deserves
¢ careful study of anyone seriously in-
rested I effecting an equitable revision

of the Federal labor code. Mr. Truman's
rgument: is naturally a negative one: he
points-out what appear to him to be weak-
Tessss of the Case Bill and makes no eftort
1o outline tn detail a legislative program ta
aplace”it. But it is apparent that he has
deratinn, and
has listeried to competent advisers. The
houghtful. unimpassioned message
mindful of Mr. Truman at b
s~ Senator. he ‘attained national
through his investigation of war ind

Mr, Truman has done a really remark-
#ble job of steering clear of the heated
ontroversy between management and Ia-

C‘bor. It was his announced intention to
consider the Case Bill “{rom the standpoint
+of whether or not it benefits the public.”
This brought Mr. Truman ta the question
of “whether it will help to stop strikes and
work stoppages and prevent other pra
tices which adversely affect our economy.
It was the President’s judgment that 1t
“ would not.

Section by section, he documented his
case against the bill. There were no high-
flown bursts of oratory designed to soothe
the union bosses wha have attacked him
20 bitterly since he requested stringent
emergency labor legislation fa request he
renewed in passing). His criticism was
technical. -stemming_always from his cen-
tral point that the biff"would cause more
strikes than ft would prevent. and he
gought to show how the various provisions
would work out in practice. Repeatediy he
expressed his opinion that the Case Biil

Stawure
stries,

not have prc\enttd any of the major
kes that have thrown th
program out of kilter.

There : 15" reason;: pr hap:

nts, but only
on terhnlra] txround There 15 no evidence
that he' has vic'ded here; as he has:so
Gften 1h the past. to-political pressuré. The
fact of his vetn is guaranteed to alienate
the” unreconstructed - conservatives; who
faver any lezisiation so long as it is almed
&t curbing the power of the unlons. The
language of his message. and his repeated
insistence that the entire labor code must
be overhauled, wiil not please labor, which
is bent on maintaining the present favor-
able legislative status quo. No direct politl-
cal gain is likely to result from the mes-
sage. except as it serves to restore the
President’s battered reputation in the eyes
of impartial observers. -

In view of the events of the past few
weeks it required farebearance, and cour-
age for the President Lo appeal for a-calm,
dispassionate appraisal of the entire labor
picture. His veto message, if it serves no
ather purpose. should demonstrate the
futility of past Congressional cfforts to
meet a genuine crisis with a patehwork of
legislation, conceived in anger and enacted
in hasty. The central problem was well
stated in one of the concluding paragraphs
of the veto messape;

Our probiem in shaping permanent legis-
Jation ir this field is 1o probe for the causes
of lnckouts. strikes and indusirial disturb-
ances. Then, to the exten! possible. we
must eliminate these causes. Strikes against
private cmplovers cannot be ended by les-
islative decree.  Men cannot be forced in
peace-time demacracy to work for a private
emplover wunder  compulsion.  Therefore,
strikes must be considered in the whole cn-
text af our modern industria} society, They
must be considered i the light of infla-
tionary pressures, of problems of full em-
ployment, of ecanomic security
President Truman's veto has halted. by

the narrowest margin, a Congressional ef-
fr)rt to reduce the labor crisis to two dim-
ens ver against . He
has reminded the Congress, and let us hope
the public, that any final solution must be
measured amainst the public interest, It
was a good day's work.

The Democratic Cheice Is Final

E Raleigh News & Obserrer and The

High Point Enterprise are engaged in
® mild little campaign to reform North
Carolina's election system in order to bring
the party primaries and the general elec-
tion closer together. Starting sn election
contest around March 1 and running it
into November is just too much of a good
thing, The Enferprise argues. suggesting
that the first primary be staged on the
last 8aturday in July and the second four
weeks thereafter.

We have always looked upon politics as
8 hot weather sport. like basebaill, and
we are in general accord with the sug-
estion, But it is The Enterprise’s reason-
ing that interests us most. That estimable
journal argues with a straight face that
the general election has some real con-
nection with the Democratic primary.

Holding the primaries in mid-Summer,
The Enterprise solemnly points @ut, “would
give the Democrats and Republicans time
enough to prepare for their November bat-
4le. Tt would interfere less with the work
of our Congressmen in Washington. It
would tend to reduce the cooling ofl of
public interest” A Repubiican-Demacratic
battle? The battle, except In isolated in
stances (notably the Al Smith campaign

when the state went off its rocker) consists
targelv of a Democratic effort to shake out
enough stalwarts to guarantee against an
energetic Republican effort ta capitalize
on the majority’s lethargy.

In a few Congressional districts, where
the Democratic general clection majority
sometimes drops as low as two to .one,
there is probably enough of a Republican
threat to keep a Congressman’s mind off
his business in Washington. But In most
the situation is simitar to that here in the
Tenth, where Messrs. Jones (Dem.) and
Burkholder 1Rep} theorctically are now
engaged in a titanic political struggle. The
silence acenmpanying this bi-partisan cam-
paign for Congress is deafening.

If it is wishful thinking in which The
Enferprise Is indulging, we'll be glad fo
inin. We also look forward 1o the day when
the general election will serve some func-
tion other than te provide perfunctory con-
firmation for public officials actually
elected In the Democratic primary. Ab the
moment, however, Il doesn™t seem to make
& great deal of difference whether the
primaries are condueted in the rool of
Spring or the heat of Summer: {he Demn-
erals still exercise The final choice of statle
and Federal officials.

The Wonders Of Television

ELEVISION, we have been led tn be
lieve. will change the character of
ing. The new di n of sight,
‘added to sound, opens new fields of en-
~deavor. guarantees’ Evervman a ringside
seat wherever history is being made. The
great radio stars of today who happen to
have lovely voices coupled with repulsive
faces are bound for oblivion. The static
radio stage—a table. a livht panel. a micro-
phone and a clock—is on the way out.

Well, maybe.

We have 'at hand a graphic description
of the first television broadcast, over ABC,
of one Henry (Here's) Morgan. Mr. Mor-
gan's Boswell, a press agent named Hy
Gardner, reports that a number of “firsts
in television™ were estabiished on this his-
toric program. It was the first time “a
studio audience was encouraged to iaugh
out loud during a broadecast.” We pa
quickly over the horrible imape this in-
vokes. and proceed to the second fi
Mr. Morgan, complaining of the he

Another Voice

the television lights, performed - the first
strip-tease ila the t only, Leglon of
Decency? in televisian history.

Bui it is the note on Mr. Morgan's com-
mereial that disturbs us most. As dt‘;cnb(‘d
in Mr: Gardner's non-stop pros

Tt was the first fime a sponsors slogan
was animated via television—Morgan dem-
anstrating. with a boy and gl of the same

e by changing into Adler Elevator
You Can Be Taller Than She Is"—

a preview of felevision commercials of the

future. . -

A prm’i(‘w of the future,
The day is coming when, right in your
living room, vou will be able to look at,
as well as lislen to a soft drink hitting
the spot, an animated potato chip, a happy
little wash day song, a young lady in =
coma induced by Mals Oui perfume. a
brizht young man getting rid of his dand-
ruff. body odor being routed. and perhaps
even an elderly stomach-sufferer making
A marvelous recovery from a bilinus attack.

Science we always say, is wonderful.

vou will note,

Eddy Gilmore Comes Back Home

EN Eddy Gilmore's plane stopped at
Charlatte. the enterprising newspapers
of that city took pictures of the now fa-
#ous correspondent and his lovely Russian
wife and welcomed them to Mr.
old home state, North Carolina
When the plane stopped here. we took
rictures and -welcomed Eddy and his wife
10 his old-home state, Georgla
“When the p]ana reached eBirmingham,
 Hustling .press there. took. pictures of
couple and welcomed them to his old

Gilmore's”™

Isvestia will welcome Tovarich Gilmoere
back home aftera strétch in foreign parts.
Eddy is that:sor

anywhere and everybody s proud to claim
him. In that:respect, he has it all over that
Homeric war: chronicler of long  ago—for
whom seven “cities ‘warred when ‘he was
drad. but “living ‘had no roofe to: shrowd
his head."—Atlente Journal. ~

As usual, after ubleashing th: atomic
monster, sclence Is frightened stiff at whit
it-has-done;Thus-it has besn gver shice
Dr. Frankenstein invented Boris Karloff:

> reconversion.

i ﬁuexuon B

“that crony in-a position of trust w

Peoei s Platform

SR8 Lot
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From The Distaff Side

ROCKINGHAM
Editors, THE NEws:

HEY say there are two sides ta everv queslion

but only one side was brought before the pub-
lic i the recent rail strike People condemned the
strikers for throwing the nation inin pandemonium
without realizing that they were justified in their
demands for higher wages and better working con-
ditions

How many peaple, on the ather side of the
fence, know that the railroads are still operating
under outdated rules which came inte effect twen-
ty-five years How many are cognizant of the
conditions under which the men work? If conditions
were as ideal as you heard they werc why
the Government continue to hand out nunemployment
compensation checks while the railroads begged
for manpower?

I don't pretend to understand all the pros and

s of labor and management but I along ‘with
millions of other people who depend  on - wages  for.
n living, recognice @ dirty deal whon we meet 1t face
1o face, ng the wile of a-railroader, T.am:in-
position o knaw & little About. thestais of things
where he works.

My husband started ok on the Yard as switch-
man_ and brakeman .during.-the Winter-of 1043, ai.
which time, due to so:many:of fhe hands being in
the armed forces; it was riecessary: for. ong man {6
just about do the.work of iwo. He wen|
iob when catled. at: irregilar Hour
and frequently - work
in snow or sleel or ‘an:
man zaw fit to provids

Railroading is;

the  track 3

Rhead in_ (e driving: tain.

or bitter cold - the’ railroad mati
In Lmmmﬂ hie - bolling

dust. and smoke: and ()lndmﬂ

hushend hlk" off bis

wer
wanid nn
shift, with unl\' Ihree

i the Troquent 1 VG
v as if they had

1
hearts or recognition of an
did not expectito Tt
wheels . would keep. rolling:
Then::when' the war
It vm< decldnd (o Ask fon

John  Snyders.

Obviotsl: it
‘Fruman:loyalty goes deeper nan th
form:of - a: petty -vindictiveness—n -t
gednce on’ anyone ‘who ppos
Truman takes out his vengesnce nn the piib)
the: mﬂﬂic ‘mus
without means of etallationeountiy

_On Respectability

chief scat in the White House by unfortunate acci-
dent was greeted by “a rousing cheer” by people
who could not have known whai thev were appiaud-
resorted to Hitler tactics to settle the
Truman, in induleing in a temper
tantrum over the railwass lost not only his dignity but
the respect, and vote of many a working man (AND
his loyal wife.)
merica. . . . one nation Indivisible, wirh lbertv
and Justice for ail
n that be applied ta a nation whern men are
Im(‘erl %o whrk unfer whatever tules are dictated?
E. GRYDER.
(NOTE: Thanks fo Mre. Gryder for the mest
eloquent defense of the raflrond man's posttion we
have vet seen. Whatever disagreement there me
be aver the propriety of the recent strike. few.
fhink, il qucation her tribute fo. the ‘magnificent
record of the railroad workers during the war years.—
Eds.,. Tie Niws)

CHARLOTTE

article in Tar News Jast wack
misleading m m= writesup on -
- 1n the first tie that,
AR come: trom. he S
et majority) could Dave come: be-
W ncome. Eie s inconie

oné-of the first things Harry Truman did when

Thus:
‘became President of the United St
Milligan, the U. S. attornev Whn hn

omeadyisers 0
Dby {0 ho Ohibl Siatice
orie of tlie ouistanding. siembers of thie Supreme Cour
Aot for orie LA dd He nave A ehanGe 10 b6 ChiEE 3t
Genernl;of _the United: State:
h of Pendergasi.
I mndr 1o dd{elenzzn that Boss Pende
he. g achines. inithe:
hewas, hﬂ more: Harry Truman
more vindictive: he was townrd Pcndnreu» _enemie

url

Murnhv i
 but

. 7 WASHINGTON
Ummi bosses compete for power

e public suffers. The
threatened AFL maritime walkout
is a petfect example.

bosses compete not only for
power but in ideological warfare.
Agoin the maritime unions are &
Rood example. Harry Lundeberg of
the AFL Sailors Union of the Pa-
cific denounces the CIO maritime
leaders as Communists, They call
him & Trotskyist. This_ideological
warfare 5 even more bitter than
the struggle for power, It has some-
thing of the ferocity of a religious

T,

1t s counter to reason. It is coun-
ter to common sense, It is counter
not merely to the public Interest
but to the Interest of -the seamen
themselves. The jobs of Amerlcan

precarious at  best

sued » blast declaring that accept-
ance “of staggering wage increases
along with reduced working hours
designed solely to produce added
overtime pay” would place the U.
S. merchant marine in “an impos-
sible competltive position." Certain-
1y the high pay of American seamen
was one reason our merchant ma-
rine dwindled between the two wars
COMPETITION FIERCE

Competition on the seas was
fierce, The crews of some nations
worked for haif the wages pald our
seamen out of Government sub-
sidies. Their quarters and fond
wonld never have been accepted by
Americans.

Behind this competition was (hp
ever-present fear of unempl
Tiat same foneis behind the die
pute in coal and on the railroads
Sweeping changes in technology
threaten millions of jobs.

Business jumps at every oppor-
tunity to clt down wage costs he
cause that seems (o mean more
profits. The answer af tnion lead-
ers is to try to hold cach jab as
a vested right. This ruplaing “fea-
ther bedding” and similar make-
work practices,

When lhe two pomnts of view hit
head on. there Is 2 strige. That
means violence and disruption and
& growing conviction that the only
possibility of settlement lies in thr
arbitrary use of force.

The reasonable way is the way of
7 Sonference now going on in Sral-
tle. Calied by the Intern 1
Bov Gfice, the conferente 15 trying

Samuel Grafton

m g!t mtemmonnl agréement.
& minimum wage for seamen eve
where of 18 British “pounds—at
364, Such an ‘agreement i a star!

ending the cutthroat - competi
of the past, Delegates from 40 couns
tries are discussing the problems of
seafaring men,
NO SOLUTION

A minimum of $64 2 month would
not, of course, solve the problem of
American shipowners. The sverage
monthly wage of American seamen
today fs $127. If the maritime-un-

" nions get anything like their pres-

ent demands, the possibility of U.
S. competition on the high seas
will be siim.

The net result of the Bridges-
Curran-Lundeberg tactics may be
wholesale unemployment on ~ the
waterfront. That might serve.the
political objectives of the extreme
left. Certainly it would make mo
ecpnomic sense.

.S, maritime untons ore
demanding larger orews 5o tha
shorter work day would be posqme
Yet those who look at it objective-
ly say the present crew system 15
a carryover from the past, with all
the inefficiencies of the past. If
union and management were to get
together amicably, great changes in
the direction of effictency could be
brought about. With fncreased ef-
ficiency. it would be possible to pay
much higher wages.

But greater efficiency would mean
fewer jobs, Therefore 1t is hard to
imagine the union agrecing to such
rational chang

We talk glibly about planning
our econemy, We maeke tentative
steps in that direciion. But thus
far we have made litile progress in
meeting the chalienge of tech-
nological unemployment. We can-
not gnore that challenge. Prof.
Sevmour E. Harris of Harvard said
the other day that, in 1843, 60.-
000.000 workers did the work it
would have taken 150.000,000 to dn
back in 1900, By 1980. 30.000.000
wiil do the work of 80.000.000. The
advance of (he machine is a threat
and a promise that man kind has
steadily evaded
GOOD BEG NG

The conference in Seactls {2 the

of Beainning we must make. A
woriened work weck s imperative,
shouid not have 1o come

and wvielence that

m damage at this

moment in nistory.

Split Over Russia

LOS ANGELE;

pohitical
few
arated parts .
the dialogue. ¢ different now
rnm what vear or 10
a ‘mr‘ is a grimness on 1
ion of Russia whick
cw: before.  Conversatio
about Russia are no longer efforts
1o thrash out what s has
ne and what

themselves:

ward Russia of one is T

there s a tendency 10
de_out. to let pnes feelly

el
: ﬁr(le« ted Tives:

stock of ammunt-

s erscan. re-
ihe other side never
fe off the theme of America’s de-

e same room, And for
3 act there was heiween
Ih(‘m thev might well have been
held In different places.
IN-BETWEENERS

There t

Rroup whose members make
ind of point of henor not ta

K
American
always been
anii-Rusian, and i not
yeally disappointed by recent
velopments,
them, and
become A
sectlon of apinian
between  group which s
and - wondering, is small
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happy

oIty impassisla.that <o sharp a

Age shiild -t show .up in
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