pmssed ‘and two by

n
and jury to:return witrue

the other six cases were
o appear.

et to: renert for trial. ull :

nder bond were nat charged

: But
grave enourhiifonr-for assaull with
adly weapon; one  for assaulting a
emale and one for eonducting a Jottery.
: e of more than
alf theidéfendants called for trial strikes
s sy #startling commentary on the status
‘of Superior Court in Mecklenburg. Yet the
box scove seemed to be recarded
~&t'the Courthouse. Judge Bure
moved to comment, as other vi

hiave been In the past. The Solicitor did
_ viot” appear upset. The Sheriff and his
deputles, who are directly charged with
. producing the missing defendants, were
unperturbed. The incident ended. as it-
usually does. with.the issuance of capinses
for the missing defendants.

It would be difficult, we suspect. to f
individual blame for the strange procedure
that permits defendants to stand trial or
not as they see fit. Certainly the bail bond
Iaws have glaring loop-holes in them: rash
is rarely posted, and even when it is there

Curtis Johnson's Gen

E Charlotte Observer Fresh Air Camp.

formally presented to the Young Men's
Christian Assoclation by that newspaper's
publisher. Curtis B. Johnson. is a hand-
some gift. indeed. The physical plant.
cluding 2 large impraved tract, 24 buildings.
and other assets. represents a cash value
of $155.000. More than that., the Fresh
Air Camp is a going congern. completely
staffed and equipped, and ready to provide
again this Summer, as it has every vear
since 1937, free vacations for hundreds of
the city's underprivileged boys.

The selection of the Young Men's Chris-
tlan Association as recipient of the gift
strikes us as a happy choice. Mr. Johnson,
desiring that the camp be perpetuated,
could have selected no more durable an
institution. And the “¥". as he noted. is
equipped fo expand the Camp's services
and make use of it on a year-around basis
rather than onlv in the Sumer months.
The possibility of using the Camp for “fol-
low-up work” for the underprivileged, and

Mr. Mencken Takes

LD Henry Mencken, the country’s most
accomplished cynic, has taken a look
at the United Natlons. He concludes:

in-

The United Nations has no more chance
then the Xu Klux Klen would have in the
Vatican.

It's fust three or four gangs of thieves all
trying to jockey for sn advantage.

Tt wiil fail just as the League of Natlonr
failed. This new thing will go to pot on an
issue between England and Russla, The
United States is just s sucler.

Well, Mr. Mencken is an acute observer,
and the record will hardly furnish evidence
with which to dispute his dim view, But
1t must be remembered that Mr. Mencken’s
reputation, like that of any cynie, rests
upon his remarkable talent for ripping
mway sham and pretense, Hypocrisy hes
always driven Mr. Mencken to verbal ex-
cesses, and his explosive reaction to the
plous protestations on display at Hunter
College 1s quite In character,

At this reading—when none of the Fnited
Nations, including this one, has recognized
that the price of peace is the sbandon-

Another Voice

the - charges -

defendant to: appear ‘when ordered.
" State still ‘has 'to take. posttive action to
confiscate a bond. evén in'the most flag-
_YANt cases. and.the ‘process isjengthy

Nevertheless:. there 1s:a great: deal that'.

can_be done to improve matiersi Angry
Judges in.the past-have:pointed oné way,
orderingthe Sheriff tg. round up missing
defendants and hold them in jail until
their cases are called. The haphazard man-
ner in which the Sheriff saw fit to carry
out the Judee's orders largely defeated the
effort, but the method has possibilities

And the Sotleitor also has a great re-
sponsibility in the matter. Mr. Whitener,
fresh from a primary campaign in which
he announced his intention to correct all
the questinnable practices of his new office,
might we!l start here. Obviously he isnt
going to run up much of a record for clear-
ing the docket as lonz as mare than half
the persons on it fail to appear in court.

Drastic action s needed. and soon, if the
law is to retain any vestige of its tradi-
tional majesty. Court officlals-~Judges, the
Solicitor, even the Sheriff-—could be Instru-
mental in bringing about a basle change in
the sbused bail bond law if they were
insistent enoueh. And in the meantime
they conld certainly Insist upon maximum
rnforcement of the present statute, which
it is quite obvious they are not now doing.

erous Gesture

the chance to make its facilities available
10 other YMCA groups, were the primary
considerations affecting Mr. Johnson's de-
cision.

Edwin Jones, president of the YMCA. sees
Mr, Johnson's giff-as “the greatest single
opportunity for community service (the
YMCA) has had since its founding more

vears ago.” And if selection of the
. as Mr. Jones says, & high com-
plimeny to that institution, the decision of
the "Y" to maintain and operate the camp
exactly as The Observer has always done
is testimony to the. wisdom and efficiency
of Mr. Johnson and his fellow-workers.

The temptation to keep the Fresh Air
Camp under the wing of his newspaper
must have been strong. But Mr. Johnson,
realizing that greater public service would
be rendered -by turning it over, without
strings, to the YMCA, insisted that his
generous gift be unconditional. It is a
dectsion in keeping with his reputation as
one of Charlotte's most public-spirited
citizens.

A Dim View

ment of some degree of national sov~
ereignty—Mr. Mencken’s prediction of UN's
certain failure iz logical enough. But cynies
make poor prophets as a rule, for they
ignore the possibility of change. The aver~
age American, for instance, may still be as
big & boob as he was in thé 20's, when
Mr. Mencken rose to eminence as his most
uninhibited critie, but many of the mani~
festations of boobism-—prohibition, the re-
ligious ban against teaching evolution, ex-
cessive provincialism—have gone by the
boards. Mr. Mencken and his fellow cynies,
let it be noted, had much to do with their
pasaing.

It may be that Henry Mencken’s highest
functlon is to prove himself an inept prog-
nosticator, His harsh estimate of UN might
help awaken Americans to the danger of
putting blind falth in an tmpotent debat~
ing society, and prod them Into demand-
Ing that Jlife be breathed into UN's hollow
forms, This, of course, would make Henry
Mencken & false prophet, but we spspect
1t would also make him & very happy old
newspaperman,

Tar Heels And S@gregaﬁﬂn

HE South has had ample time. we

“think, to digesi the Supreme Court's
ruling which outiaws racial segregation on
interstate busses.

Bave for the usual outbursts from oppos-
ing camps of zealots, the first reaction has
been moderate and sinpularly unimpas-
sioned, For, of course. the skies have not
fallen. In North Carolina The High Point
Enterprise acknowledges what every law-
yer knows—“we fail to see how the Su-
preme Court could have taken any other
position. the Constitution being what jt is”
This admission seis the note of realism
and discourages pussyfooting.

Yet 1t is true, as The Enterprise s
ihat “unless both races here in the South
exerclse every effort to be tolerant. one
of the other, this decision may result in
trouble.” The appeal is for tolerance of the
majority by the minarity. The Charlotie
News is “convinced that legal steps of this
nature are almost irrelevant to the central
problem, and, except as they afford citi-
zens on both sides of the question an op-
portunity to exercise their vocal chords, of
dublous value.” The central problem, then,
ie imbedded deep in mores, in cultural pat-
terns, No Supreme Court, even one which
reverses itself, can reach the central prob-
lem without persistent cogitation.

! The Durham ‘Herald, for its part, seems

surprised that s
“{by the Court) about ‘the necessity of
Chris living in which sl men have
rights.! [There s, The Herald points out, &
serded - of “adjustment ahead. But “when
adjusiments have been made, there fg

“not one word was apoken™

10 question in the minds of thinking peo~
ple that the new situation will be better
than the old.” To this The Greensboro
Daily News might respond, as it declares it-
self editorfally: “Our own notion is that
members of the two races will. like birds
of a feather, tend to segregate themselves
in transit. We are confident they will if the
same provision for comfort and conveni-
ence 18 offered both.” Then the cultural
pattern will hold?

It would be rash to make predictions.
The whole character of society is in a fluid
state with no definable trend. If it may be
sald that the renascent Ku Klux Klan rep-
Tesents reaction in racial relations, then it
could be said that the Supreme Court rep-
resents & certain spirit of liberalism, The
real importance of the decision may be in
the precedent it sets for judicial interven-
- tion. The Court has never ruled, at least in
recent years, on the 14th and 15th amend-
ments as applied to:soctal institutions, It
may now have Inst7all its historic Inhibi-
tions.—Asheville Citizer:;

A sad case, that of the rising young Brit-
ish surreslist painter cited by the.London
tar: seems he was bawled-out by the
critics for having the eye on the wrong leg.

The move 1o shift the world bank from

Savannah.to Washington . ls something of..

& novelty in the fiscal field, Golng north
with the funds is new, we belleve, -

i s xeve:.un( of “the ‘man that
Slthough his full namie is Pred-
Moore Vinson, even 'the atate-

€8

o task " ainoe
m‘:va, been .a0’ severely strained..
EXTRA- OUEEICVJMI DUTIES'

The court - also ’been d‘m;
rupted by the pru:tice of_assigning
justices to important tasks in the:
executive franch. of  the, g
ment. The most OOHSNCHWE ex=
amplg “is Justice Robert H. Jack
son wl been in Nuernbeig
all year as American prosecutor a6
the trinl of the Nazi war criminals,

cases are now Aweiting
the return of Jackson for argument
‘before. a full_bench.

This, however, is. not too impor=
tant. They are not casts on which
the fats of the natlon turns. The
service Jackson has performed in
Germany Is fer more important in
the long sweep of history. Tir
lesaly, unflaggingly, he has insisted
on dooume.iting the crimes of the
men ‘'who made Hitler's war with
all fta horror and savegery. That
documentation will -stand against
the dey when the Germans begin
to hope the world has forgotten
their gullt.

The questlon is whether Jackson,
as a member of the court, should
have been asked to perform such
@ service. He wcepud it reluc~

t i3 8
of evidence o! t.h- new chkt’s hu-,
man quelities.®
Those qualitles have helped him
to succeed in a wide variety of jobs.
Since 1937 when he left the U. 8.
¢ Circult Court of Appeala for the
District of Columbia, Vinson has
been dropped Into one troubled spot
after another: And he ususlly man-
eged ta resolve the trauble,

Once President Truman had heed-
ed the earnest lldvlce of those who
urged him to go outside the court
for a chief ]ulnk:l, a3 was disclosed
in this column mm then & month
2go, he could hardly have found
& more sulteble selection, all things

Vinson. Several
distipguished Republican lawyers
were urged on the President. Ome
of those recommended was Thamas
D. Thacher, who has held meny
distinguished offices and i n

Judge of the New York State Coun
of Appeals.

LIBERALS' INFLUENCE

But the President ignored the . tantly because it put up to
ergument for political impartiality him as & pnlrlotlc duty by the
in Supreme Court Prestdent, Teports

from Nuernberg, the limg ordesl

en argument thet hes little baais of the trial has lefs Him on the

in history In any event, Moreover,
he knew that if he sppointed any-
one who could no: be, lsbeled a
f1iberal,” the squawk from the lebor
wing of ths Democratic Party would
be loud and long.

Judge Vinson will need all his
humsn qualities in the new assign-
ment. Of the trouble centers he
has been named to calm, none Was
more tempestuous than is the court
today. The diverse personalitie put
there by President Rposavelt, with
an almost {mpish disregard for the
atability of the imtltuuon have

lected from the members of the
court, Jackson would have been
the choice, The President has
great admiration for him. Presi-
dent Truman has often expressed
his approval of the strict construc-
tionist approach to the constitution
which is the school that Jackson
and the late Chief Justice Stone
adhered to.

SCHISM TOO DEEP
The schism within the court wsg
too deep to permit of Jackson's

People’s Platform

::’:rﬂcg !‘)heb s 1d'b 53]1’5 It would have been

yond the bounds of the old battles

An ther Small Favor e e g b U et
storm which would not have helped

No one would eypect the new chief ~ the court,

to achleve the mifacle of unanimity,  To be & fly crawling on the cetl-
The right of individual justices to Ing of the conference room he
dissent with vigor and forthright- first sesslon with the new chi.f
ness is one of the great traditions  would be a great historical priv-
of the court. In the old days, ilege. Then Wil come the test of
“Holmes and Brandeis dissenting” Vinson's powers of tact and diplo~
was a phrase whick kept allve the macy, hls patience and his good-
hopes of those who asw reac il

a

WILMINGTON  we golng o read? T am fed up with Congress and
the Washington news. Although I live in Florence,
8 €., I am very grateful for the Charlotte News.
It s !rom my home state (Wallace, N. C and my
favorite paper.

Editors, THE NEws:
THE latest of E. T. Ostrom's literary efforts, ap-
pearing in The People’s Platform on June Tth,
causes me to glve thanks for Freedom of Speech, and
Freedom of the Press, Were it not for these pre-
rlous freedoms, how then would we know in what
manner we must conduct ourselves in order that
narrow mindedness must be comba
The marked degree of incoherence apparent in
E. T, Ostron’s letter could certainly not result from
his being disturbed over the Communists alone. 1
would long hesitate before branding anyone as & Ie-
sctlonary, for that would merely be & counter charge,
against the old Communist “red herring”. But why
not aitempt to be constructive, rather than revert to
blasphemy?

There is no disputing the fact that power of the
unlons must be cured for the benefit of the majority.
It is unfortunate that necessary nction is hampered
because of & wemk Administration, Certainly, let us
il pull together, and in one direction, but let us:also
be sene and cautious, A swinging of the pendulum
to the opposite extreme would be equslly undesirable
29 the situation now existing.

—MRE. HELEN MARTIN,

For Posterity

‘. WAYNESVILLE
Editors, THz News:
YOUR fine article by Mr. Burke Davis Monday
May 30, hit the nail squerely on the head. (Not
Dealing with the Mecklenbm Declaration of Inde-
pendence —Eds., x News) I have read it with a
great deal of gleuure I expect to file it along with
other historical papers I have collected through many
years.

, Semuel Grafion

Human ~Reconversion

NEW YORK

THE wer lasted long enough to
become 8 settled way of life
for many people, especially younger
people; and the peace has In many
cases broken things up. At -
heed, for example, they told me
that many women, including house-
wives, did not at-all want to give
up their jobs when war production
stopped. The “termination rate”
was -much ‘lower . than . expected,
and they had to use layoffs to keep
the number of men and of women
_‘employses:in-balance.: The Unlons

tlon, for unemployment now be-
comes the pensity for having been
more than ordinarily useful to ths
war effort. 2

PERSUADED TO STAY

“In some cases the men.

selves wanted 10 g0 Into the Arm:
they wers persusded, against their
own desires, te remain, on the
ground that they were htlmn( the.
war more by staying in the

now they are being duplmd It
they had been less useful then, they
would havs jobs now; but there 8
no wa.

—W. C. ALLEN,

Thae People’s Plaiform 13 avaiflabie to any
reader who cares to mount it Communications
should ‘be less than .100 word.s typewritien {f

possible;: and on of: the: paper.
rest assured it still is & wonderful ‘coun! - Libet Jand: obacenuy wm bs dslﬁcwtnmm
In which we live, Were it now other:than:wonderful nything (goes:: Eack letter must be signed, ai- .
E. T. Ostrom’s letter would never have ‘been printed, . thotgh, in exceptional cases and upon requeat,
her would this one... Thank:God for: smdll @ e’ m(ll w“hhold the writer’s Mmt»—-x iors,
tavors, which aren't so small after all. . Tue News,
“LEE -+ G.  BOTKO.

. . ‘ s oa . . to it this psradox Into the
Hospitals Agd Polio ‘ L0 ! » - - Helpsd - by . running - propesands  egaiities of our recomversion.
P " NEW Yonx N ~ ~ . - | campalgns, ftelling mothers that. Al this. not unnaturally, creates

 their' children ‘noeded them, but: it
hard for many {6 become
ves -nln, nﬂer mn esclt-

Editors, Try Nawa:
TN articles, to be published in the
“Hospitals”, official publk:nﬁlm of
Hoapitals Assocition; ar
als, with particutar
need Sor more
patlents In general hmpl
‘Many . progressive tals
regularly -admit lmunule paralys
that there 15 yet to be repor
to-doctor, nuree, ald

war ©cost [ -human terma.
S * arms “of -lives ‘which have.been

s
of: bl(n( wanted, and or

hing most aharply ohe
i during my re-
ment_of poliomyelitis; S A
“The " unsolved . mysterie 2
together with:Its nnpmaxmblmy n
dom throughoiit the: country
have

of Dimes underwrite
trentment and;they e
o offer.

What To Read ?

Editors, Tz News:

would like -to say then! he
self.  Certainly: glad he husn‘b pw

n
B:lﬂum hwd Just beellrym'lnbeﬂ A
of 160,000 :tons of. whut. presumably.
children.
However, wwnrd the end of
delczatc leaned - over ‘and fald’ 80

. posed Was & swap whereby Belgitm traded

of wheat with' France in‘exchange for French wl

‘The Belgian delegate -xrua 8o now._the. children of
Belgium will not’ get: the’ 160,000 tons of ‘wheat—unless the
E;n’nemen involved get wnrrled ‘over this column and chan

eir_minds.

. . They will also, of course, dcny this story. nuc the rrm
and Belgien delegates made’ one mistake.
know that an American: member of the mmblned Food wd‘
seated beslde. them: understood French.

Hot Honsmg

HE Budget Bureau has wrilten s ecret report on housing

r veterans which is o ‘lot, {t ‘alscles; It shows thlt o In
de!mbe all me fine ‘pronouncements ‘about:homes  Instend of
2 chgmmem  have: Dermimixarc
buflding Ge 5“0 g0 -to ‘race tracks, country tlubs and

left, In_the-lerch.



