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for nothing so resounding as
r Mecklenburg Declaration of
‘when the couny Democrats
mn session here Saturday. But
likely that the gentlemen will,
Hslen to their County Chairman,
the:memory of the Confederate
:that once met on the grounds.
man Scarborough will advocate a
ideclogical secession from the “red
ragical elements. within the Party.”
5. he desires, we gather, is not more
3 m.rmony;put more Southern inde-
, end he wants to formalize the
ent reMlnce to the Party leadership.
thern Democrats. he says, should “unite
¢ independent action,” and he intends
!uahs;hu recommendation not only to
own. County Committee but to other
ts throughout the South.
Although we question Mr. Scarborough’s
standing of his Party's history. (he
that the Democrats should fight
alism by returning to the principles
fackson, the most radical Democrat who
“went to. Washington) we nevertheless
‘his stand. We hope. indeed, that
. County Conventlon will listen care”
to what he says and incorporate his
ymmendations In -formal resolutions.
‘will mean, of course, that thev must
thc game time condemn President Tru-
l!ﬂb.h Adsilnistration which stands,
theory at least, for all the principles
. Searborough condemns.
ach a practice, if it spread throughout
 Bouth, would help clesr away the cur-
confusion and hypocrisy which so
#8dles the voters. If the Southern Dem-
< .o longer accept the principles of
, ¥ational Democratic Party it is cer-
7 aigh time they sought complete inde-

¥ old Gene Talmadge on the prowl
#galn in Georgla and the White Su-
issue out of mothbslls in Bouth
ing, i is good to note an example of
s in race relations right here at
‘Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, Negro presi-
‘of . Morehouse , College In Atlanta,
i2-last night at a, regular meeting of
John’s Baptlst Church, and the an-
ment of the invitution and its ac-
¢ seeme to be regarded as & rou-
item. !

appearance of a single distingulshed
educstor and churchman in a lead-
te'chuych in Charlotte does not, of
+indicate widespread . tolerance in
gmmv.nity Tt is st 2 yather unusual
‘even though it s mo longer unique.
‘seems to. us that the appesrance
mﬂ at’ St John's does indicate

infnm'lty *and sbility are not
Mvu property of the white race.
¥ be true that we atill set our stend-
‘for Negroes abnérmally high, sccept-
on Hmited térms only those who
femonstrated, as Dr. Mays has, ex-

‘note in our own professlon certain
. manifestations pf the strange time
$igh which we are passing. There is the
for instance, of editorial opinion
wejudice, if you prefer) which has
eliminsted from the news columns
‘years of herolc effort, only to spill off
rial page again and flow into ed-
ents. Thus some of the mightiest
%5 of the day-—CIO versus NAM,

N’ tional Real Estate Assoclation,
mittes for Progress versus Cliizen's
. , Joe Doak versus OPA—are con-
h lu!! peage advertisements, partl-
inst partlsan at so much per col-

¢ 45 also = mtrange new phase of
‘povérage coming to light. No reporter
days dares bring in a story simply
ng that a distinguished citizen 15
at to depart the community for green-
1da elsewhere. Not later than the sec-
paragraph of his story must come &

or Voice

8outh has been chosen as the “bat-
Heground” for the struggle between the

bably the time has . come for AFL
GO to. fight it out for they do not
¥ tbh to get along togethe.. But we

‘ot its. own, it became the big
ind of the first World War.
iwill launch its drive for =

1 and 12. The CIO speaks of a
It says it is golng to spend
n a Bouthern organiz-

pendence from 8. It might even be per-
missible for them to continue to operats
within the Party framework if they had
first formally announced their opposition
to the natlonal leadership; they would, of
course, thus insure the defeat of their
Party in national electiong but that must
be part and parcel of their alms anyway.
And ‘there is even a thin chance that the
tendeney to formally sever ideological con-
nections with the National Democratic
Party might lead at last to a new party
alignment, with the dissident Southerners
joining the G.O.P.; or forming a third party
of their own.

We are not senguine, however, over Mr.
Searborough’s chances of selling his Dec-
laration of Independence to his brother
Democrats. Such action, it must be re-

would lead to the
loss of patronage. And patronage has al-
ways been the cement that holds partles
together when there is & major cleavage
along idealogical lines.

Moreover. as a practical matter, there is
reason to doubt whether any politician,
Republican or Democrat. ever honestly de-
sired to lessen confusion in the public
mind. Confusion has its uses: it is most
convenient. for instance, to round up the
conservative vote by open espousal of con-
servative principles, while also garnering &
fair proportion of the liberal vote because
of a party label.

Actually, the matter is largely academic,
at least in this early stage of the rebellion,
Since we oniy have one party to vote for,
and no prospect of getting another any
time soon, Mr. Bcarborough can well afford
to be candid. But it'’s & good beginning,
and our applause is honest and whole-
hearted.

Visitor At St. John's

traordinary individual capecity. But drop-
ping of the old racial barriers for even
a few outstanding Negroes Is a heart-
ening thing In itself; not many decades
ago it would have been unthinkable,

It also strikes us that the tion

Peopie’s Platform

Why Close The Doors?

_ CHARLOTTE
TEIS morning I knock at the Ivory Tower seeking
permission to climb upon the publics forum to

. volce my dbjection as a citizen to the so-called execu-

tive sessions of our public officials.
This pmcdce s an old one in Charlotte. both the
County C: the City Council seek this

at St. John's was afforded a rare opportun-
ity. Raclal barrlers work both ways, and no
matter how often we Insist upon our in-
stinctive understanding of the Negro the
plain fact is that.few white Southerners
do. Men like Dr. Mays serve as interpret-
ers between the two races who live side by
gide in the Bouth, but with an invisible
wall between them. We give them all too
few opportunities to bridge the gap be-
tween us.

‘The problems of race relations in the
South are grave, and they will not be solv-~
ed overnight. We must depend upon mu-
tual urderstandi‘ng, growing out of a gen-
uine meeting of minds among the leaders
of both races. Nothing Dr. Mays could tell
the congregation at St. John's will make
any perceptible difference In the old pat-
tern, but it {s4n the sum of a hundred thou-

sand such mestings that we will finelly

find the answer we're all seeking.

ism Adds A New Dimension

full report on the departing citizen's house
~—hes it been rented or sold yet, and if so0
to whom?

Louls Graves of The Chapel Hill Weekly,
a studiously unconventional journallst,
even merges housing news with the lead
these days. Reporting the departure of a
faculty member at the University, he an-
nounced in detall the disposition of his
house before he got around to such de-~
tails as where he was going, who would re-
place him, @nd when he would leave.

The practice, we know, Is in response to
public demeand, and therefore commend-
able. It's the least & newspaper can do at a
time when home-seekers are haunting fu-
neral parlors and police stations in the
hope of finding a clue to a recently vacat-
ed dwelling. But we will not be convinced
that the war 1s really over until reporters
are once agein instructed to concentrate
on who, what, when, where and how, and
the realtors resume their normal function
of guiding the homeless to shelter,

It Won’t Work In Dixie

the most far-sighted leadership—will be
the favorite.

There are hoodlums in the South, of
course. But we belleve there are fewer of
them per capita than are found in many
of the big industrial citles of the North and
East. And for that reason we do not believe
that hoodlum tactlcs, strife for the sake
of making trouble, unreasonable demands
and untrue statements, will work as well
in this new “battleground” as they may
have worked elsewhere-

It is not the principles of the labor move-
ment but rather some of the leadership
which goes against the Southern grain.
As they go into this contest for supremacy
—and some think {t the final test—we
fervently hope that both AFL and CIO
realize that fact.—High Point Enterprise.

That next big explosion won't be the
shot heard 'round the world. It will be the
world.

To the mrprlu of all con~
cerned, the Government for two monthe
has taken in-more than it has spent. One
can only eay that it smacks of the medieval.

method of preventing The public they serve from
knowing the attitude of the board members, often on
questiomz of vital importance to the tax-paying public.

r 05 T have been able to determine there 1s
nmhing In the law that refers to an “executive sos-
slon.” In fact it is my firm convition that the Con-
stitution and the State statutes seek to prevent such
secret, meetings. . Bection 153-8. General Statutes of
North Carolina, states that “every meeting shell be
open to all persons” in referring to meeting of County
Commissioners.

I do not hold with others that the public afficials
should be allowed to telk things over privately
think the public’s benefit is better served when all
matters are laild on the table and considered in an
open and above board manner,

s mandamus proceeding in Superior

- Court would bring this aggravating form of procedure

10 @ head. Certainly If the statutes state that ail
meetings shall be public, and there are no conflicting
provisions, & mandamus to force the commissioners.
or others, to comply with the specific terms of the
statutes might be in order by enterprising citizens.

Newspaper men In atteqding meetings of the City
and County governing boards are there in the unof-
ficlal capacity as representative of all the people, to
leep them informed on publlc matters involving
thelr welfare and the welfare of the community. When
news men are excluded a presumption 1s automatically
rafsed thet there ls nnmemlng ﬂlooL that the officials
do not care to have the publ

It matters little to me whnt the offlclals think of
the postilon I take. The public's interest can be served
better when "all” meetings are public meetings—
public in the sense that the lawd of Lhls state intended
they should be.

—TOM WATKINS.

(NOTE: 'This is one of the most remnrkable
communications yet published by The Platform. The
author 15 Tom Watkins, this newspaper'a Courthouse
reporter, who. weary of beating his head against a
gtone wall of offlciel sllence, decided to take nction
as r private citizen. Nobody, probabiy. will belleve it,
but the lstter is unsolicited, sponteneous, and from
the heart.—Eds., Tue News.)

How Do They Vote?
GLENDALE, 6. C.
J READ your paper « religlously and enfoy especially
your editorlal p
There 1n one nxor T would request of you. Please
give us informatiéh on the way our Democratic (2)

Drew Pearson’s e

Merry-Go-Round ©

4 DPar Slater: ‘

I don't know wheLher my family appreciates my wrmng
My wife
latter
raised cain.when I forgot even to send her a carbon of
She thought I might
at least have done her the courtesy of giving her a copy first.
However, sometimes I can write better when I am talk-
family, rather than putting things
ay I have Been
thinking about two important events—one the fact that you
have just presented society with a new and charming daugh-
ter, and second, the fact that Jimmy Byrnes is sitting down
begin writing a peace treaty.
‘To the world at large, of course, there is no relation be-
me, however, there is.
upon what Jimmy Byrnes does in Parls depends in large
part whether that daughter of yours and young Lockwood
al r sons and daughters being born into this

letters and then publishing them in the newspapers,
and diughter think 1t Is a terrible practice, gnd the

what I sent out to 600 newspapers.

ing to members of
down on a cold, impersonal page.

And today
in Paris today to try to
tween those two events.
nd all the othe:
world must endure the sutfering of another war.

What Kind Of World To Grow Up In?

J[T, e been just two years since Lock was born. At that
time I remember writing you my fears for. the kind of
1 sald:

world he might grow up in.

“I am Just a bit fearful that Cordell Huil thinks of peace But
as a personal peace—one which cen walt until he gets round  the pe
to nogotiating it, as a drink walts after & game of golf;
that the boys who mre fighting over Ataried.

ers who
are bringing new sons into the world, have a much greater
stake in future peace than Mr. Hull—and may jostle his

tiot realizing, perhaps.
there, and their wives and childfen and the moths

elbow.

t they—your son and ail the
'IO years 1o look forward to.
crowded with
statesmen have handed us.

“This, I reallze, I8 not the king

Baby’

(NOTE~Drew Pearson’s column today takes the form
of & letter to his younger sister, Mrs. Lockwood Fogg Jr.
of Wallinford, Pa., 411 the oceasion of the birth of a baby.)

_WASHINGTON

,Mr. Bull has 73 distingulshed years to look back on. QU
nd all the other mothers’ sons—have &

And thoy must not be years

the same heartaches and pain na the eider

of letter one should write
to the mother of & new-born dsughter. But I have a hunch
that the mothers of Americs would rather face thess prob-

Representatives and Senators are voting on OPA,
housing, Case anti-labor and other bills which" hit
us right whers we lve. I have requested the same
thing of our lacal paper but with no success. I must
admit there Is no paper in South Carolina to compare
with either of the two Charlotte papers. Years ago
I read the “Greenshoro Dally News” and liked it. I
think the editor was nemed Zarl Godbey.

Several years ago on your editorial page you had
a column of tems selected from the weekly papers
which I thought was very good, It resembled “Mis-
cellany” column in “T

s for your nme if yowve read this far
and please give us the dope on oW our men sre salling
us down the rf
—JULIUS C. JOHNSTON SR.

(NOTE: We try, in our editorials, to record the
votes of Carolina Caongressmen on critical legisiation.
Occasionally we publish elsewhere on the page a
summary of thcir votes prepared for us by Editorial
Research Reports. It is, however, a difficult task, A
common practice in Congress these days to to amend
2 bill without a record vote, making the final count

the measure is up
for passage. This heppened in the House when OPA,
draft extension, and housing were under consideration.
It happened {n the Senate when minimum wage legis-
lation came up for a finel vote.—Eds, THE Nzws)

Know Thy Country

pm.ned, cajoled, - persuaded.. Even

under. the strain

‘bearable fatigue, the brililance. of
min

i
e that speech expreﬁudwm:
lnward doubts, it was a forceful
declaration of the imperative meed
for this country to make the loan
to

of - almoet un-~

Britain. The slternative, 83 the -

Senator sald several times, is ec-
onomic warfare. And to compete
in that economic werfare, we would
be driven to make changes counter
to all that Americans of Van-
denberg's stamp ‘belleve in.
SENATE ©F OLD

Hearing him make his speech,
you had s sense, for the moment.
of the Senate of old. Here was &
man stating his convictions, mar-

shalling his arguments, an
effective oratory. More thar: half
the Senate waa preaent to listen.

The crowded gallerles also seemed
to_be listening.

Vandenbers wes signalling the
end of an era. We no longer
have the Fifth Freedom of the
past — the freedom to do
We can work in cn—opernum:l !w‘;th

ht

States. That was farewell to an-
other era — the war and the
close-kmit co-operation which ex-
{sted during the war.

Samuel Grafton

perhapa’ es

cent ol the peo-

ple in hh! uwn Michigan are op-
posed it.

nonn TOUGHER  TEET
The taugher, test will come in

the Houss, There, & combination -

recess
in aight, m.ly never get around
to acting on the loan pri

“The pre-Pearl Harbor dnn lro
7one forever,” sald Vandenberg in
alaspeeck,
If only he could gst somse of hic
colleagues — on both sides of
the alsle — derstand _that
we would have s better chanc
Yor]peun: and stability in th
worl

The House’s Revolt

. NEW YORK

F THE House of Representstives

wakes .up some morning with
lta head clear and nothing bstter

to do, 1t might ak itself whither
it is drifting. For the House is
sort of in trouble. In pursuit of its
strategy of meshing the inoffen-
slve Mr. Truman (and the watered-

own New Desl for which he
mnds) into & ble»dmg pulp, the
House 15 perhsps abdicating its
tunction es a full, mpnmﬁ:le equal
half of our Congres:

It has developed & Shablt of writ-
ing muddled bills, in & great angr:
flurry, bills which many of it
members know to be poorly written
and hastlly concelved, and then
of depositing these furfous crea-
tlons, lke shapeless bundles of
scrap-paper; on the desk of the
clerk of the Senate. It leaves it to
the upper House to go iffor the
of tinkering. straight-

GREENWICH, CONN.

JOME of the finance companies are In favor of the

vesent House version of OPA legislation. I
guess you know what that means.

Bishop Burnet, n speculating on the extraordinary
influence of Lord Shaftsbury, and accounting how &
statesman so inconsistent in his conduct and so false
to his confederates, should hnve so powerfully con-
trolled hisecountry, observes, “His
knowledge of his conntry.  Now
kind of ]mn\vlmlgr which many of our statesmen do
not possess,

—~JOSEPH A. MARTIN.

Sincere Interest
CHARLOTTE

WANT 10 express a sincere word of appreciation for
L the coverage glven by vour paper to the

ening out, impfoving, and making
sensible what 1s, In escence, & form-
less expression of bitter rage.
DRAFT BILL

Nothing could havo less chape
to it, for example, then the recent
House bill on selective service. This
fuzzy proposal wipes out the draft
for the entire SBummer, and then
puts 1t up to the President to de-
cide, two and one-half weeks be-
fore Election Day - (charming!)
whother to relnstitute 1t or not.
"The thing is Just not & law at all:
1t merely runs from the problem,
end then, ss If moved by an. atter-
thought, fires a potshot at the
President es it runa.

at our church under the lendership of Charles A.
Wells.

The reporters whom we contacted and who cone
tacted us showed n very nincere interest In the work
of the week, and I feel that the space glven us meant
o great deal to ita success. Thank you for such fine
co-~operation,
—CLAUDE_U. BROACH, minister,
8t. John'’s Baptlst Church.,

way from being over, and with
P Beneh putting on the golf course.

Peace Conference 12 Months Late

peace conference.
. final peace conference actually can be

were over the slowness of the Parls
started January 18, 191!

after lhe war,
months late. and may never start,

For are bound together In common danger.

start hl'gllnw over the spolls of
a5 what tl

Knox hud in mind when he told some of us as early as the
{first year after Pear] Harbor that now WM the ﬂma to get

an meemnnt from ou.r llles re
out the world 'ﬂ'ul
mind when, even

ofl treaf
world's most troublesor

regarding al
ended, he n

e rRW mi

In my opinion this will go down in
paid for by your children and mine;
‘Colleet While Tears Are Hot’

your fee while your client's tears're hob."
Ho had begun, while the Russians
proof shelters, to 0 poaoe ‘treatien

out & mmumm for.the Uniwd

lems now, when they can be eolved, then walt until it 15
Iate.”

That vas written In March, 1046, with the war o tong
Mr. Hull at that time down

TJODAY. one vear after the end of the European war, wo

are Just sitting down to try to prepare for the final

do not even know yet whether that
eld.

I remember after the last war how resentful some people
conference. In
contrast, it was an example of efficlency and speed.
9, only two months after the armistice
and was finished six months later, a total of eight months
This peace conference Is already twelve

‘Then, the minute
war 18 over, they start mrzemnz ',hose common ties] They

he late spcrntnry of the Navy Frank

ases through-

a5 also what leold Ickes had in
ro the war negotisted an

aimed at eumimtlna all htckertnz ower one of the

the man who s&w most cle-rly t.hc need of srranglng

eace while the war was on was thrown out-of the Ad-

ministration in the very middie of the war with his Job barely
of Franklin Roosevelt's greatest mistakes—a: mistake to be

'MNER WELLES, the man Roosevelt fired a8’ Und!r Bec-
rotary of State, belleved in-the lawyers’ adage: *

Panting for mlp'
*  at Stalingrad lm ‘while the British vmra still:in’ thefr bﬂmb- S
re| i _which: wers to

prepare we:
follow the war, . Welles onlled:in- axp‘m ulk‘:d hl’/h:m o wofrk

the bill

an Incoherent sbandonment of the
House's beloved argument thlt wu
have too much one-man gov

ment in this country, for it heapn
upon the President, who dN not
nak for it, the awlul power of de-
ciding whether to draft, or not to
draft. free Americans into the arm-
ed services, It seeks to make &

dictator out of him, the darn di
tator, which is going the long we
around to prove that dictators st
bad.

LITTLE ENOWN ACTS

The “New Republic” recent!
published a scery lttle study ¢
House actlon on certaln billa nc
very known to ths publh
which showa what a mood th:
lower chamber has boggled int-

en the Covernment wantc
ts bring fire insurance compani
under anti-trust regulation recer
iy, and planned a court test, ti
House immediately whooshe
through e bill exempting the cor.
panies from the operations of tb
aw. Governor  Arnall ¢
Georgla went to the Supreme Coui®
with en antl-trust complain:
agalnst the zailroads, s bill wa-
brought into the House to exemp!
the roads. It went through, wheeee'.
that. When the Federal Gov-

ernment tried to collect royalties
from oll companles extracting pe-
tipleum from tidelends, the (Pau-
ley) bili to exempt the companies
was Introduced, and you have
guessed it, It-pagsed.
COMES THE REVOLUTION

And it is almost not worth while
to study the fantastic House price
contrel bill on its merits; for 1t
i3 part of the other thing, of the
special function the House has late-
1 sumed s the beachhead of
antl-reform. This 13 not legisla-
tion; it is shell-fire; and in think-
Ing of the rolo of tha House thesc
days one thinks of words like rev-
olutlen, and civil strife. While
thess are not quite appropriste, for
the House acts legelly, the over-
tones sre right; the House hag left

the
leglslative body while 1t (or its ma-
Jority) conducts & kind of war,
using elmosy any weapon that- lies
to hand; and ralsing the question
of who hga become the rubber
stamp now, and for whom?

s Future To Be Decided At Paris

Hull's head direct to Roosevelt and got permission to iron
out the controveraies of peace while the war was still on,
Then personal Jellousy—whlch 50 often turns

the tide of
und from under Welles' work, Kis
hlm a perzonal issue, told Roosevelt

Roosevelt chose to keep

e: t go.
the man with the greatest political power in the Senste,

were cruclal months,
from a defeat into a
worrled about attack.
fee was now something

It got
over it ever since,

ball late

for peace when
realizs Is  that

This, I
ite

as one

“Collect” -

mmr

Immediately the plug was pulied on all Welles'“work, the
months went by before Hull plcked up the pleces. . Thoss -

During them, suuwm was turned

victory, The Bri! no_longer  were

The clients' wm had dried. The
to be haggled el

ut,
The only fee the xr!at majority of the American peoplo
wanted was a permanent peace, and we have been haggling

No Fault Of Byrnes
The trouble, in my opinton is thet during & war mllies THE fault 15 not that of Jimmy Byrnes.
4 is doing the best: he can.
the delay,the' nrocrutlnmng. the lack of vislon in prepsring
the .iron wes -hot.. 'What:so: few Deople
then W 5

He picked up the
‘The:fault is'in

imes  are Dot 20 Aps

takes ‘of -peace :somef
parent. They:do: not cost lives or: lm ume-—tmmuxy
But their prica: is:heavier in the end.: ‘ : 2

aa




