t_é ‘Highway snd Public Works
ston has had a bad Winter. The
ich of Spring, and the drying up of
muddy backcountry rosds, which
we placed the Commissioners in such ill

should give promise of reliel, but thus far
“hasnt. One of the Commission's own
bers last week publicly damned his
2liows, cherging that the-secondary road
brogram, which is supposed to be getting
ihe Commission's primary attention, is still
orphan.
"It wes Charlotte’s Commissioner Ben
Douglas whe shut off the erratit member
by moving that the Commission go into ex-
teutive session. For this hasty cover-up. he’
1s spanked by The Greensboro News. which
says he “ought to know better about pub-
.. He relations and responsibilities.” Well, Mr.
Douglas’ action was only a minor incident.
“but we're inclined to agree with The News'
generat charge. The Highway Commission’s
~ public relations have never been worse.
There may be a {ew editorial voices that
have not been raised in condemnation of
the Commission and its vacillation In the
' mptter of secondary roads, but we have
heard none raised in its defense. This crit-
fclsm is serious and well-foundedl: it can-
pot be dismissed as lightly as the some-
times hysterical attacks of Grady Cole. the
redio oracle, and his early-rising constitu-
ents.

UR debste with The Hendersonville

Times-News on the matfer of the
Southern Democratic-Republican cozlition
in Congress keeps spilling over the bounds
of the topic. It spilled over, as a matter
of fact, for about t{wo columns in our
distinguished contemporary’'s Thursday
edition.

The Times-News is desd set against the
“Wew Deal and all its works (President Tru-
man's wistfully lberal Administration is
fermed “the nationsl socialist regime in
. power in Washington”) which is, of course,
& Tespectable and populsr position. We are
atraid, however, that The Times-News al-
lows its passion to lead it inte 2 familiar
error; the question of the evil or the
virtue of the New Deal has nothing to do
with our Insistence that the disaffected
Democrats are pursuing & ltrlnge and dan-

eram set forth by the Truman Adminis-
fration. We have, In fact, conceded that
they are, in all probebllity, acting in good
£3ith, representing the views of their con-
_stituents, and occasionally playing the role
statesmen. We have insisted, however,
that they should work within Party bounds,
4f that is not possible, leave the Party.
‘comtinue to glve lip service to the
muuc Party, to continue to hang onto
privileges that belong to a
Gon;remond mejority, and at the same
time join with the Republicans in » care-
fully planned effort fo turn back every
major piece of Demderatic legislation spells
Bypocrisy in our language.

The Times-News argues that the New
_Deal of Franklin Roosevelt “seized the
nmme, organization and machinery of the
Democratic Party,” which strikes us as
some of the fanclest reasoning we have
et encountered. - Four times Franklin

An Accent Makes A

ADY ASTOR had some things to say to
the South Carolina Legislature, some
_rather critical things. But Lady Naney As-
tor didn't want to hurt any tender feelings
or stir up any trouble. She went, therefore,
to her girlhood in Virginia for an antec-
dote to begin her address.

~“1 have slways thanked God I was born
" sald Mancy Astor. “Even now
would prefer Dizie to My Country 'Tis of
hee, even though Iknow I'm.wrong.” The
pplause was deafening, snd through it
_sounded the keening of Rebel yells, Lady
Astor wes in; she could say anything she
Pleased.

© 1t pleased her to say, in the course of her
4 on Great Britain in war and
Peace: B ’
““Democracy means free speech, Iree
thought, & secret ballot—and remember
that, :cnuemen of South Carolina—and

A Reflection

i there are meny excellent and
brilliant men in Congress, none can
that there 15 considerable room for
nt, and offhend we cannot think
that would contribute more
ment of that atigust body than

Rankin, both of

repute with North Carciina’s farmers,

of :8¢nator Bilbo and F.:pre—‘

‘There are, of course, good excuses for
-past insction. And there are valid prome
ises of future road building that will fi-
nally get Tar Heel farmers out of the mud.
But somehow the impression obtains all
over the State that the Commission does-
n't reaily have its heart in the secondary
road program, that it is still dreaming
dreams of primary highway improvement
instead of sweating over the plight of the
mud-bound.

The tendency of the Commission to
avold public discussion of these matters
can only helghten that impression. If it is,
in fact, doing all it can to carry out its
stated intention of giving secondary roads
priority over all other construction it
should have ready answers for its erities.
It should not, as it did last week, have to
evict the press the moment a pertient
question is asked.

If it embarrasses the Commission to dis-
cuss secondary roads in public, it strikes us
as high time for Governor Cherry to take
a hand. He has, thus far. escaped the mud-
bails that are being tossed around so free-
Iy, but when his appointees beat a hasty
retreat they leave him directly in the line
of fire.

The suspicion thal something peculier is

going on behind the Commission's closed
doors is common all aver North Carolina.
If the gentleman in the Governor's Man-
sion doesn’t share it, it might be well for
him to explaln why.

Wishing Won’t Make It So.

Roosevelt received the nomination of the
Democratic Party in convention assembled. -
Four times he appeared before the psople
of the United States and received their
overwhelming endorsement. At the end of
four years the outlines of New Deal policy
were clear; in three succeeding elections
Democratic politiclans and Democratic
voters accepted them. Not once in that
period did the conservative Democcrats
make any effort to repudiate their party's
leadership: in 1944, as The Times-News
points cut, the North Carolina Democratic
Convention praised Mr. Roosevelt and en-
dorsed his New Deal. Does The Times-
News believe the honest haberdasher who
succeeded FDR has introduced some

strange, new, radical doctrine since that
election?

Our primary objective—to obtain a work-
able two-party system in North Carolina—
should meet with the wholeheaited ap-
provel of The Times-News, for we believe
that conservative North Carolina would go
Republican if it ever had an honest chance
to do so. Yet The Times-News even attacks
our. statement that “there is something
gravely wrong with a political system that
forces the voter to support a conservative
Congressman and a liberal Administration
on one and the same ballot,” countering
with this astounding statement: “No com-
pulsion exercised on the voter can achieve
this end without the consent of the voter.”
Lack of opportunity to vote otherwise has
achieved this end in four straight national
elections. )

There's nothing new-sbout the conserva-
tive-liveral argument: it's as old as Ameri-
can politles and is. in fact, the basis of
the party system. It is bound to be the
basic issue in any national election. Win,
lose, or draw, we'd Jike to see North Caro-
linians have a chance to vote on it. Does
The Times-News have any objection?

Difference

our government any time we please, and
‘because no member of Parliament can fill-
buster.”

“I want to say this, too, to you South
Carolintans: the colored troops in England
behaved extracrdinarily well.”

These could have been firhting words in
the South Carolina Legislature if they
had been delivered by. say. Henry Agard
Wallace. Henry Wallace, you see, hadn't
rather hear Dizie than My Country 'Tis
of Thee. He doesn't pronounce “house” as
though it rhymed with “moose”. He is,
therefore, more of a foreigner than Lady
Nancy Astor, the loyal subject of King
George.

We will not, howrver, quibble over the
difference. If it takes an aristocratic Vir-
ginian, arriving jy way of the British Par-
liament, to successfully admonijsh S8avan-
nah to wash her face, and South Carolina
to clean up her electoral system, we say
send them'on. .

As a matter of fact, we prefer Dizie our-
selves.

On The South

consign them to the garbage heap.

It has been said that when the Gentle-
man from Mississippl.starts Rankin, every
self-respecting Representative leaves the
floor of the House, Bilbo has & pet bill
which would send every colored person
to Africa. and both of them -never pass

ling demagoguery of that palr
65 nauséating, and now that
ng of World War II have an-
their candldaty for the seats

up an opportunity to siir up racial prej-
udice. )

Their presence in Congress 1s a reflection
on the entire South, and Mississippians ¢an

do this section the greatest. service by .
“handing them a crushing defeat at the’

cummg elections.—Statesville Daily.

Peogle s Platfbr

More Harvard Reaction

CAMBRIDGE, MASS.
E AM glad to learn, from Mr. H. H. Curtis’ letter,
the further facts in the “Peeping Tom” case, They
serve to make the situation even more disturbing.
Of course, I think that the Rozzell's Ferry Road
residents should have sdequate police profection
against “Peeping Fems.” But I do not see any
z«sentlal difference between a private citizen's shoot-
down s “Peeping Tom" in cold bleod and a lynch
mo‘cs dragging an MCUS“d raplst from jail and mur-
dering him. Both are cases of private citizens taking
the law into their own hands, and both display a
shocking indifference to human life.

t may be argued that in shooting the “peeper,”
Mr. Holmes was defending the home. But it seems
very doubtful that it would take five shots to drive
away & “peeper.” It seems pretiy clear,-on the other
hard, that MX‘ Hclmes thought he had the right to
punish the “peeper” with death. And Mr. Curtis
says that he would murder any “peeper” on sight,
and thanks Mr. Holmes for trying to do just that.
Is this representative of a city that prides itself on
its Christianity? Do Charlotte’s ‘many churches
stand for anything? Or am I wrong in supposing
that there is & moral Issue involved here?

And 1 wonder if the police departmént is.in the
habit of telling people to “Just shoot .and call an
ambulance and don’t call us. as Mr. Curtis reparts
that they told a woman in the neighborhood te do?
Police is particularly where
there are those racial tensions which sometimes flare
into unexpected violence. They muddled this situa-
tion, leaving an unofficla]l “posse” of private citizens
to track down the culprit. It is from just such an
incident that a Charlotte version of the Columbia,
Tenn,, riot could explode. Because the police are the
enes who most irequently come into contact with
racial tenslons, they should be particularly trained
to des] with them adequately and fairly. Yet palice
brutality in Chariotte i3 a nortorious contributor to
friction. The extraordinary amount of violence in
Charlote is not hard to understand, in view of the
extraordinary indlfference to human iife on the part
of private citizens, the police department, and even
(in this rare instance) Tue NEws,

If “Thou shalt not kill” and “Love thy neighbor”
are damfool Yankee notions, then Charlotte Sabbath
schools have been putting cut Northern propaganda
for a good long time, because that's where I pleked
them up, I'm sure a good many other people did too.

—~CHARLES SELLERS IR,

(NOTE: -We confess that we are baffled by this
strange interest in a routine shooting. Any Meck-
lenburg court docket offers far better examples of the
community's casual regard for human life. And we
can't understand Mr, Sellers' repeated effort to inject
= rzeial issue into it from such a distance. We point
out again: (1) There is & tremendous difference be-
tween shooting at @ trespasser caught in an indecent
act and lynching. (2) There is no evidence that Mr.
Holmes knew at, the time of the shooting whether the
intruder’s skin was white, black, yellaw, or even crim-
son.  (3) There is no evidence of police brutality,
only of an appailing lack of official interest of any
kind—Eds., THE NEWS.)

Reflections En Route .
SALISBURY & KNOXVILLE RPO
. HAVING lived in this worid for over half century
and having read a good many newspapers pub-
lished in these United States, I want to tell you
editorial gentlemen of The Charloite News, I have

Drew Pearson’s o Qi ] Diplomahc Defeats Start Wars

M erry=Go-Round ®

WASHINGTON

E‘ODAY the gxeatest idea springing from the late war—
thet nations can solve their differences without resort

to bloodshed—receives its greatest test.

concluded “you all* have the best paper I have ever
spent my money for.

©One of the things I have in mind about your
paper was the recent letters to vou, reference to your
neighbor and my neighbor, “John Barley Corn.”

Of course you understand what I mean by “John
Barley Corn," sifted down I mean the one word,
whisky.

I am not a very heavy drinker of alcoholic drinks
as I belfeve in the one word “moderation.”

About three or four times e year I take some real
cold sweet milk, one egg. some sugar and some
whisky end make myself an egg-nog.

To me I think the word “moderation” is a very
good word. .

I also think if the “Expounders of the Gospel”
would preach “moderation” and not so much “dam-
nation,” owr world, our U. S. A. which includes Meck-
lenburg County, of which Charlotte is the county seat,
certainly would be more peaceable end Christian-
like.

I am not a reformer, but I still say and belleve,
“maderation” is & grand word and if folks did be
moderate with the use of alcoholic drinks, there
would be less death, hell and destruction.

I make a pleasure irtp to Charlotte two or three
times & year, just to loaf, window shop and relax,
sober, but before Jeaving Charlotte coming back home,
heve to go to Fort Mill, S. C.. or south of the border,
to buy a quart of tax paid whisky to bring back home
for home use.

1 ask why go to Fort Mill? Let’s have tax paid
@hisky and ABC stores In Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County and the users of aicohol, use alcohol in &
moderate and Christian-like manner.

—~SIGNATURE WITHHELD.

. I heard & man say, we have 2 new bread
toaster at our house.
Yes. we take 2 slice of bread put between two
pages of “Forever Amber.

Clubman’s Comp!mm
CHARLOTTE
HAVE read very carefully Mr. Erv Presser's lotter,
appearing in THe Nsws under the esplion “Bare
Knuckles and the GOP." Mr. Burkholder sounds like
a very nice man, and I am sure that, if I were a Re-
publican, I would certainly vote for him,

Bub T am not sure that I like the part of Mr.
Presser’s letter where he sald, for ibstance, that “Mr.
Burkholder is not well known in Charlotte Country
Club or even Myers Park Club olrcies.” Where doe
JAr. Presser get that “even” stuff? It might interest
Mr. Presser to know that some of my best friends
move in the Myers Park Club circle. 1f Mr, Presser
can't do better than that, I wouldn't vote for his Mr.
Burkholder even if I were a Republican.

—A. E. BASSETT.

The People’s Platjorm is available to any
reader who cares to mount if. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewriiten ff
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
~Libel and obscenity will be deleted—otherwise
anything goes. Each letter must be signed. al-
though, in exceptional cases and upon request,

we will withhold the writer's name—~Editors,” ~

Tre NEWS,

counsel.

been_preserved.

Soviet, deems 1t possivle. to apply to it with advise and . gompared wi

Mr. Stimson ot slapped, but it was worth the pain. For
the Russlans promptly withdrew their. troops.

sible l;ot m:hn
agenc e - Government ' to
function! Every. decision by & com«
mluion or.a board:could be taken:

courts and hw-tind with
Iexu red tape.-

That would be the ef(ect ‘of
the - Senate,

view believe it would change the
laws of evidence in such .2 way
that the authority of the admin-
istrative agencies would be reduced ‘essential - to . re-
to the vanishing point. train agenci¢éza and buresus that
CURIQUS STATEMENTS :‘:‘ﬁu&‘:‘; fhels own law 2z

When 87, the judicial review © g
bill, was_before the Senate, cur- DIRECT APPROACH BEST
lous and at time contradictory
statements were made sbout it,

At one time, Senator Alben Bark-
ley of Xentucky, the mnjomy
leader, wanted to make sure that

e measure had not been drawn
-'m mnufy what executive

tments up by Congress
mlght be ntumpblnz do.”

“Positively, we nullify numlnx.” y vm-e made by corporation lawyers
Senator Pat McCarran of Nevada, = in New York. The heads of cer-
the author of the bill, replied. tain big lxw Hrml set up the

A lttle later, Senator Walter holding - cos ystems  which
George of Georgle msked whcther. controlled vut networks of power
under the bill, something could ke and industry.
done mbout changing the rule that That was_not the local mm.ml
now makes it impossibls for the that Rep. Hatton
courts to review the evidence on  about with such phty. Abunm
which _the National Labcr Rsla‘ ownership and absentes govern-
tions Board bases its ds both bad. Clever Llwyer:

McCarran rep'ﬂed' “Yes, it vlnuld for powerful interests would like to
chanse that rule. get the center of power re-oriented

at seemed to put Ib both  once again in Wall Street.

Samuel Grafton

Hope Of The World

NEW YORK room which ‘ud’lnmm #go was 8

S the world crisis deepens, the onx school auditorium is no guar-
A UNO becomes more valuable, antee that we have a parliament.
more precious; it is everybedy's The UNO is in denger becauss
new last best hope of mam on it ls being ssked to grow up too
earth: a pro-UNC speech is now fast; it is belng burdened with tasks
the out for every desperate politi- to which it is not equal. It #as
cian in & hole as to What to aay. expected (how short a time agol)
We stare at the wall, snd see only that the coalition which had won
these three maglcal letters: if they  the E
fade. the wall will be blank indeed.  treaty:
We ought then to cherish the UNO, world, snd set it in order, it would
and not overload it: we ought to turn it over to the UNO to keep
protect it against all dangers. And it stable, the coalition hss
we should esk ourseives whether  collapsed before “the~pesce~treaty:
one of the great threats to UNO it i sn unstable. mot “a pacified
15 not our overesgerness to make world. which has been turned over
use of it. to the UNO: and the child which

For a parllament s no stronger was supposed to inherit is required
than Its traditions; and the UNO instesd to settie quarrels among
has no traditions. A parilameni the parents. And can the bal
1s more than a body of men oper.  indsed, be the arbiter for the ciderd?
ating sccording to a charter and Would it not be better for the
@ set of by-laws: a successful par-  United Btates, Britain. Russia and
Mament i5 & kind of soclety in it~ Iran to meet, and settle all points.
self, an accretion of customs. man~  including ofl, snd then hand that
ners, procedures, relatlons, methods,  settlement ta the UNO for ita ac-
moods; and of these appurtenances ceptance and enforcement? For the
the UNO is &5 naked 85 a new TUNO wss not designed to be the
babe, creator of order In this world, but
EDISON STORY its custodian; it was mtbldedg:et:

There 15 an old Thomss A. Edi~ ;f;,f;;";,;‘fg,‘;,‘:;"o;,:’ D mans o
son story, which runs ta the effest . pre” gelicately averting our eyes
that he once invented an electrical  gron™ine faet that the UNO can-
device to make possible the sWift .1 enforce what the great pawers
r%corc‘t)tenn of votes In leglslative oy agree upon.
chambers, He wanted to Install SHOW!
two buttons, one for Yea and one IMMEDIATE SHOWDOWN
for Nay, on each member's desk: The offer to negotiate should be
at & slgnal from the Spesker, each ~Made, before shere is s further
member would press one button or change in the situation:
the other, and the totals would then  sia_rejects it, then we shall have
instantly be recorded on the dais, 5 sign of Russian Intransigeance of
Very neat, no muss, no fuss; and yet & kind which has not yet been af-
Edison abandoned the project, after fefed; and we can adjust our
discussing it with veteran Congress-  sights - accordingly. But there is
meén, who polnted out to him that something a shade too frantic in
there were great values in the hot demands that the UNO not
slow taking of & vote, in those oniy settle the lssue but settle
Inst-minute conferences which goon It at once, immediately on meet-
as the totals climb, in those Ing: especially when such demands
changes of mind and heart which come from officials .of 2 republic
occur in Congressmen as they see Which has often enough seen s
how the winds blow. Parliamentary ~Congress Jay warm issues over for
Jife s fndesd a spectal way of Mfe: As long 45 six months in commit-
it cannos be mechenically ap- -tee, untl the deep processes of ac.
proximated: it has to be learned cord, and sccommodation. and dis- .
‘and it has to be lived; and the cussion snd meeting of the minds
meeting of & group of men in & coum take place.

ththe huge French army, snd tmy were glven

% double set-of ordera. one to:advance;: the other. _to retreat
inimediately 1f :the French resisted:But the French

Peace -had A!ur debating “all ‘day,-and-after . getling

: the British; yielded :to the appenses

%?n the: Rhine, havmg opened: smother b

The outcome of this test will decide whether 12,000,000 sots next Blg test. came two years. later. In 1981,
wen who fought for & warless World shall have fought in  when the Japs sent troops into Mukden to protest the . safeguards, agains i Hmﬂs selme S e At
vain. South Manchurian railwsy. To- the ipter o brocastini

reporter, who has occupled @ ringside seat =t ton, London and Paris, it seem:
some of the great diplomatic batiles of our time, remembers

But Stimson recognized it for

5 -an P pe
What 1t Was—a small break i than: to act,

vividiy the other great tests of recent history—and how the the flood-gates against war which. could begome  danger:

people who had most to lose were let down.

in the flood-gates against war opens s small hole, Then who secretly sided with the . Japanese
another defeat opens another hole, and soon & torrént of

battle has flooded the world.

ously greater,

Those defeats have been like erosion. One tiny rivulet For months he battled: ngainst both': Brﬂ:ish dh)lomn'j

tionist  Republicans s inside . the ::Hoover

Eighteen years ago, this teporwr sefled 1o Paris ‘with - Finally Stimson’ lost. . He: wan! nted  to

Frank B, Kellogs to witness the signing of a pact Which ' measures when he knew the Japs wm weak;
expressed the hopes end dreams of people all over the
world for a warless world., Editorials everywhere hafled the But he was forced :to:accept & compromise. ;

Hoover himself did - not support his Secretary

of ::State:

when they would be: enriched by Chinese nw mntenals

interna

event as marking o new era of peace. And Henry L..Stim- sion. iy slapped . Japan- on e
5t

son, who succeeded Kellogg, honesﬂy tl‘led to ml-ke it . 80,
g

He ‘ised the Kellog pact ss

policy. a sbstitate for this conntry's carllor uuure o parti- Peorl arpor mlaht never have oce

nlpn,e n tne League ‘of Nations.

‘been averted.

But on the very day the Kellog “pact finally -was " rati-
fied and the diplomats.of 40 countries crowded mm the

White House to ion.

the
threatened war with China over the Chinese Awmrn rail-
roed in Northern Manchurla, The' Red -Army:was massed on
Chinese borders. It looked as if -the Kellog. pact would be

made meaningless on the very day it took . effect.

Stimson Geis Slapped

time :the  Axis h'dhbte d
ettln bolder: They.
K g in - Manchuria; an now “ Mussolinl

ing independen coumry
the :last remaining pel hed. Thi Leasu

ce nsnm. the' 1orces of pesc
o of Nammxs invoked sanctions; b
wars

TIMSON, however, rallying support: from: oth co\mme

wrote 2. tough note-to the.Russians and.received m'
t of :

“reply one of the

concluded; “The Soviet: t forbear

ing amazement- that the Government of the  United Dtases

which, by its own will, has

hithe

s 4 small: but dangerous: bresk in . thi
against: war. - If. Stimson had wm\ tha b;ttla




