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tfange Time For

A path y

- District

without primary opposition,

at Newton for the forthcoming Con-
jgressional race, gave forth the usual prom-
32 of “a vigorous, victorious campaign.”
m most politicians, we think, will con-
clude that-these same Republicans, when
‘they passed over all those prospective can-
didates who had ‘been previously mention-
“ed and plucked P. C. Burkholder of Meck-
Jenburg out of & ten-gallon hat. were giv-
ing the election to the Democrats by. de-
foult.
"It is strange political procedure, this
matching of Democratic apathy with Re-
publicen spathy. With only four days left
for filing in the primary. only one name
now appears on the Democratic lists—that
- of Hamilton C. Jones, the perennial candl-
date. Judge Ervin, the honorary incum-
‘bent, has announced that he will not be
& eandidete for reelection, and another
much-talked-of possibility, Colonel Paul
“'Younts, has now ended the speculation on
Ris candidacy with a flat "no™

The strong possibility that Mr. Jones,
who has been rejected by the voters of the
@lstrict on four previous occasions, may be

A Parable For Gur Ti

was & time of great plenty, but never-

theless it was a troubled time, and
séross the brosd land the people stirred
and they were restless. And those.of the
people who were organized. affillated and
amalgamated drew themselves together and
went forth to do battle, bearing pennants
with & strange device: “Raise Wages: Pre-
went Inflation”

And so it came to pass that those who
were organized, affiliated or amalgamated
assembled without the gates and the ram-
perts of the citadels of Free Enterprise,
and there was great consternation within,

would have appeared a golden opportunity
for a Republican resurgence. Certainly the
dearth of Democratic candidates Indicates
lack of interest in the election, rather than
unanimity of purpose.

The action of both Parties is a strange
commentary; there has probably never
been a time when more citizens of the’
Tenth District were convinced that the
country s going to hell in & handbasket,
and yet both Republican and Democratic
politicians by the score are rejecting an
opportunity to serve thelir mmon in high
and honorable office.

It seems likely now that the Tenth
District will do nothing more than ga
through the motions of staging a Demo-
cratic primary and a general election. The
procedure would be understandable If &
Congressman of long service were offering
for reelection, but this is, or should have
been, a wide-open contest. As things stand
next Summer’s voting will afford no indi-
catlon of the prevailing sentiment in the
District, but will serve only &s a measure
of the apathy of our political leaders, Re~
publican and Democratic.

ne

shall find it in their hearts fo do s0.”
And while the wise men debated this

question. in a city a few leagues to the

north, the organized, the affiliated and the

amalgamated gathered before of a mighty

citadel and, lo, it soon appeared that they ~

desired not to enter the gates of the citadel
but to prevent the unorganized, unaffiliated
and unamalgamated, who were their en-
emies, from entering. And a prophet from
within the gates appeared before a magls-
trate and obtained from him an edict
directing that those without the gates
should stand back, disperse, and disband.
But the organized, affiliated and amal-
gamated heeded not this edict. and men

And the prophets within cried out, “Oh,
these are evil days; those who are or-
ganised, affiliated or who

are myriad as the locusts, have overrun
this 1and,” and their words were emblaz-
oned on scrolls for all to see.

And in the city which was the eapital
of the land the wise men foregathered,
and there was great excitement and loud
cries and some among them wore seck-

argument about snd about, d
among the wise men sald, “We shell lay
down & precept, we shall issue an edict,
we shall forbid organization, affiliation
or amalgamation, and all our people shall
be unorganized, unaffiliated and unamal-
gamated, and peace shall relgn again in
1s land.” But other wise men said, “No,
this we sannot do, for it.is written in
The Book that these, who sre our chil-
dren, our rod and our staff, shall organize,
‘affiliate or amalgamate whenever they

Hequor business in Mecklenburg
County is #o extensive that it is obvi-

“Hasty of County Recorder’s Court, in set-
#ing astde o day for legal argument on the
question of how much drinking liquor can
‘be hauled into the County on a single trip
from South Caroling, is eertainly not wast-
ing his Court's time.

There is & question as to the workings of
North Carolina’s gallon law—whether it
‘means a gallon per person or & gallon per
utomoblle—and members of the Mecklen-
burg Bar, (the legal society, that is) have
asked for an official opinion. If the Court
should find that an automobile can carry
Jegally as many gallons o8 1t does passen-
- gers, the problem of transporting the stuff

even bring retail prices down withm 100
. per cent of ABC prices. .

Ot.course, it has long nnce ‘been estab-
lished that persons riding on common car~
riers can haul & gallon each with full le-
gal immunity. Just the other day the Po-
lice, presumably ss e measure of the cur-
rent traffic, snatched s dozen Ne-
groes off & Fort Mill bus 2nd found each
‘one bearing eight pints of SBouth Carolina’s
favorite one-month-old - flavored - with-
‘woodchips product. The Negroes, and the
whisky, were subsequently released, of

Another Voice

iE_H. Hoyle 8ink, who has heard
3,900 divorce cases during his 19 years
& Judge in North Carolina, thinks there
ought to be a 5-day walting period between
application for a marriage license and its
iasuance.

Speaking of the couples who had appear-
before him, he said in Concord recent-
“They all seem to get married in South
Carolina and many of them are underage
ﬂ::gtlme of their application for 1li-

Sink may not have meant to crit-

Carolina’s marriage law, but
loing 80 nevertheless. Unhappily,

ttul’ people have to admit that the
s justified. - i

uolin;

on appeared before them, warn-
ing them with a voice as loud as & thousand
trumpets, and the horsemen rode through
them and made a path for the unorganized,
the unaffiliated and the un\zmalzamated

Peogle’s Platform
A Trlp To The

CHARLOTTE

ACCORDING to your Mr. Burke Davis’ recent
articles in Tae News reporting upon & trip by
ar, Davis into “the promised land” of Wet counties
in Eastern North Cerolins, it seems that from the
glowing reports brought back by him “that the half
hath not been told"—that bootlegging has been elim-
inated, the people of those counties are drinking
themselves into prosperity with reduced taxes; that
Dix Hill has just sbout closed up with drunkenness

end there was wailing and and
gnashing of teeth.

But in the province of Jersey on this
very day, the ruler, whose name was Hague,
issued a decree, saying. “I am the law and
the prophet. and my horsemen shall turn
back the unorganizéd, the unaffilated and
the unamalgamated from the gates. ‘And,
Io, the horsemen in the province of Jersey
did" arraign themselves on the side of the
organized, affiliated and amalgamated, and
gallaped outward from, not into their renks.

And a stranger In the land, seeing these
things, cried out, “It passeth understand-
tng.”

Belah.

Highway 21

course, and we don't suppose the slight de-
lay even inconvenienced the liquor whole~
saler who sent them to South Carolina as
his agents.

We are inclined to favor a libersl inter-
pretation of the law. By Increasing the pay
load of each bottleg car, the ruling would
cut down on the number of daily round
trips to Fort Mill and would save a great
deal of wear and tear on that alreedy
overburdened highway. It would give
pleasant, profitable employment to a great
many citizens who would spend their days,
six to & car, shuttling back and forth
across the South Caroline line in order to

_legalize each six-gallon shipment. Trans-
ferring these Flying Dutchmen of Highway
21 from’ busses to private vehicles would
greatly relieve the overcrowding on the
common carriers, making room for cltizens
en route to Fort Mill to replenish their
private stock, and for the minority of le-
gitimate travelers.

There may be a few Mecklenburgers who
will argue that such a court decision would
only make liguor more readily available’
here. We doubt, however, 1f 1t could be any
more availeble than ¢ is now, since it is as
near to you as your telephone. There s
nothing in such a ruling that would make
the liquor traffic any more open than it is
now, and that should satisty most of the
Drys, wha. as we understand it. are not in-
terested in controlling ligquor, only in
keeping it out of Sight.

The Pot And The Kettle

courts are somewhat less than-careful in
investigating whether the residente re-
quirements for South Carolinlanas seeking

divorce in North Carolina are met, and-

whether the testimony before the courts 15
the truth.

A strict adm&mstrahon of North Caro-
lina's divorce law might just possibly per-
suade the South Caroline Legislators to
propose a divorce law for the Palmetto
State—which would almost certainly re-
duce the number of divorce cases Judge
Bink will have to grant during his next 19
years—Spartanburg Journal,

Reports from the West tell of the old- .-

fashioned dust storm, for which no use

the four utdcs of a t.own bank.

ever has been found, except undblxn!.ng

the, in sight.

Perhaps Mr. Davis did not talk to all the im-
portant people in those counties. Most of his Inter-
views seemed to have been with those who have been
in the employ of the ABC boards -or connected with
the system. When in the Capital City he evidently
did not contact Mr_ Carl Goerch, Editor of The State
magazine, with reference to the elimination of hoot-
leggers hecause in the March 2nd issue of The State
appears the following:

“Don’t be surprised If liquor rationing. goes back
into effect again In & few weeks. der the present
system of operations, bootleggers have been gobbling
up much of the supply in ABC stores. It's essy for
them to pay a dozen men 2 qusrter a piece to get a

bottle of liguor, snd in this way they come in

possession of twelve bottles. Liquor which sells for
$3.50 & fifth, brings as much as $11 and $12 when
resold by the bootleggers.”

Thanks for publishing this letter. More later.

~F, 0. CLARKSON.

Paintin’ The Lily?
SOUTHERN PINES
RESPECTFULLY submit that if Winston Churchill

(who was repudiated by his own people as &
peacetime leader) wants to come over here and make
political apeeches 1t would be only showlng his good
intentions to first take out citizenship papers. The
speech itself, I think, was in poor taste.

Of course we appreciate, beyond expresson, the
fact that Britain rushed to our assistance in both
World Wars, but to accept a milltary_alliance in
peacetime?  Paintin’ the lily or  bringin' coal
Newcestle or some such rot; what? Rath-AH!

~1 would Hke to remind sll those who seem anxious

sh into war with Russia than when Germany
invaded that country almost all of our military ex-
perts were convinced ‘that Russia would capitulate
within from six weeks to not more than three months,
1 would remind them too, that the mind of the “mi
tary expert” more often than not is strongly im-
pregnated with the Bourbon quality of “forgetting
nothing and learning nothing.” So if they tell you
that with our A-hombs we could lick the Russians in
 couple of hours just remember that when you prick
a Russlnn you find a Tartar.
we have the A-bomb but maybe that Tartar
has a ume stink-bomb up his sleeve too.
—S$. A. REED,

Not Quick, Not Cheap

RALEIGH
I\IR JIM MARSHALL of the Charlotte Planning
Board was kind enough to send me the story
which was written by Mr. Burke Davis, The Charlotts
News special writer, which appeared in your Feb. 26,
1946, ssue, concerning the recent Char]on.e Traffic
Survey report which was prepared by the
It is obvlous that Mr. Davis has given ﬁhlA report
rather careful reading and serious consideration, and
;hal. he has selected from it the more important
reature
Rc&]lzmg that the subject of the report was quite
complex, and that the report itself involved a type of
material of & statistical and factual m(ure, ‘which

Drew Pearson’s o

Merry-Go-Rowid ®

WASHINGTON

ATOMIC sclentists pay tribuie to the Navy as compared
with the Army when it comes to atomic-bomb co-opera~
They say Admiral William Blandy and his naval offi-
cers are working out @ fairly good test of .the A-bomb.

tion.

At first the Navy had some rather amateurish
on how to test th 1
scientists say that Admiral Blandy has. been glad to
llmos'. a.u their suggestions— except one.

1s the scientists’ proposal that the mmlns mld-

Pnclﬂc nmm test be postponed a few weeks.

They
worrled for fear they will not be able to compléte cermn

e bomb's effects on warships, but .the

accept The Army :failed’ to consider “the scarcity of water in

:the - New Mexican desett. ‘did not bulld i & plpemne
tatning . das water,

ulde mmuwhn larger supplies of
meat and fats for Europe.

But 1t s very late and the shad-
wothunge‘rhveryduk During
the war years, We had exceptional
goed luck, Nature smiled and the
earth gave forth In abindance.

that this good for-
tune has been reversed.

A severe dxousht in Eansas
threatens of the wheat
erop. Du.ut mnns
sgain. The monsoon fafled in In-
di& A drought in Eouth Africa

taken & severe crop toll. The
pouam upheaval in Indenesia has
Interfered with planting the rice
erop.

So the melancholy roll 15 called..
‘Those who understand the figures
and the estimates know they mean
famine—stark, staring famine. De-
spite all that we do, helatedly, mil-
lions will in India and
China.

COULD INCREASE ACREAGE
While voluntary savings on food
¢an mean = great deal, there is

supply which is even more impor-
tant. If the Government got be-
hind and pushed, using wartime
powers, the smount of acresge
planted in whest could be greatly
increased, 1t is believed, although
only five weeks remain in which %o
plan & cempaign.

Farmers are planting more corn
because it i3 more proﬂtsble m

thﬂ:econvlcﬁonoflphln-
xpe.;kmg v?rlmzm- who has. just

The
The anchovy paste on toast.
cdery. the olives, The zalted nuts

u- "Ben safa na. politely, several
times. Finally he took an olive.
SADDENING BACKGQOUND
There was nothing dramatie in
the way he spoke ‘about food short-
ages, but you felt that he was
ing into the vast erevice of

it made him Infinitely

For = varlety of ruwm, nuan:
ing at this time would apparently
serve no purpose. But we in Amer-
ica must face the fact that it will
very likely be necessary next Win-
wr w apply ratloning to certain

s 15 a matter of self-discipline.
We can show that we are a dis-
ciplined people, capsble of helping

Promised Land?

meade for rather difflcult reading, it is clear that Mr.
Davis and your paper have rendered it
public service in attempting to interpret the high-
lights of the regort for the benefit of the public gen-
erally. In my opinion, this is & highly important
function of = newspaper, and we are gratified that
Mr. Davis dug Into the report and developed for your
readers some of the more important minbs in s mag-
ner which made for

1937, 81‘000.000 acres were plmbed
in wheat. This dropped to 52,000,000
in 1242 as the war shut off ex-
ports.

Last year, the acreage planted
was 69,000.000. The goal for this
yesr 15 about the same. If this
could be pushed up by five or ten
million acres, the measure of the
world's hunger would be reduced by
that much.

Worki inst sany such in-

erease is the fear that the scarcity
will suddenly end, leaving farmers
and warchousemen with & surplus.

Samuel Grafton

reading.

W realize that the solution, or even the partial
solutlon, to the traffic problem is one which will tax
the best efforts and abilitles of all concerned. We
know also that it cannot be quickly, easily, nor cheaply
brought sbout: and It {5 our hope and confldent
belief that the people of Charlotte and the leadership
of that great City will continue to co-operate with
the City officiels, the Planning Board, the State
Highway Commission, and the Federal Bublic Roads
Administration to the .end that. through this co-
operatlon, the sction to be taken will be the very
best which can be devemped

ES S. BUR!
ENGINEER OF smnsncs & PLAN:

STATE HIGHWAY & PUBLIC WORKES
COMMISSION.

Who’s Crowding?

CHARLOTTE
NEGROES of Charlotte are getting tired of being
lied on by people like F. B, Hickman. The
busses heve a sign that reads, “White patrons please
seat from front, colored patrons please seat from
TeRr.” Who do you see obeying these slgns? The
Negro! You never see the Negro begin seating from
the first double seat up front, but there are plenty of
whites that start seating from the double seat in the
rear. F. B. Hickman must be one of them.
Any Negro has just as much right on the street
&s F. B. Hickman, and if he thinss we colored
people are golng to get off the stret because he is
there, he is badly mistaken. I notice he hasn't ac-
cused any Negro of crowdipg him out from the
bullets and bomba or the space of ground with the
wWhite crosses 8o many of them got In the Army.
—OTELIA HOAGLAND.

Tokve Want Ad

TOKYO. JAPAN

E s n bunch of tired and disgusted Navy men
who have been eligible for discharge quite @
while now, but who are still setting In the land of
the “setting sun,” awalting transportation home, that,
from the looks of things, will never get here, We
want someone back there to take up our fight to
get ships out here to take us home. Would you
Ejr)ilr;tf this in your want-ad section and send me the
Wanted: Americans. any race, color. treed with
Iots of fighting spirit, who will back us up in the
fight, to get us home. Age, no barrier and expe-
tlence not required. Apply to “Homesick GB? the

world over.”
—SIGNATURE WITHHELD.

The People’s.Platform is available to any reader
who cares to mount it. Communications should be
«less than 300 words, typewritien if possibie, and
on only one side of the paper. Libel and obscenity
will be deleted — otherwise anything goes. Each
letter must be signed, although, in ezteptional

cases and upon request we_will withhold the

writer's name.—Editors, Tue News,

Atomlc Scwntlsts PreferhNa

ves, the conscrucmlon engineer -now -

Mal. Gen. Leslie P. Gro
presented to the world s & physicist:

Jdeos v,housand dollars o day.

enough ref ms  to . consel

machinery m time to_test atomic reactions

they en very short notice regarding the date of the
tost ana it ks time to prepare delicate atomic;machinery.

Eomlelcd this will not be completed i time.

the Navy won't postpone the'lest:e lew ‘weeks

is the Welther
the admirals say that if the test.is
few weeks it would have ‘to go over Unti) next year::

Last thing thell‘la‘ry wants s anuther yelrs delaj'. for,
Tu: jues!

rom Congre
whevher there 15 to
of lhe A-bomb .on hﬂ,n ips.

Army Ve. Seientists

IN contrast to- the Nayy, there i almost - nomm l\mut the
*Army Army.

Tt runs into the typhoon :seastn later: and
postponed even for & tain

qi
avy ut‘all depends on. the efforts

pipes
period sclentists weru 50 irate) it
General . Groves' ll(o to have:
they live.

Toda almost: every gisall
Mexico: has been hired: to: haul wal
-road-to Ins Alamos from: the

noof:

H e Tinatly
5 be!are he finally:
to usk for am.bmm
: Kaiser, c:l
Bteel, md said’ 3
hls new automs
ted

One minor point neitling :the" sclentists is
of water at Los Alamos, New Mexico; and:the fact that the
Army now s trucking water up-:to:the project from. the
Rio Grande River at s cost:to the U. 8. taxpayer of !!verll' :

Alamos M',' 'imes this: Winter_has: hud no: water at. nl

time: the water gu turned off entirely,

Rule By

NEW YORK

DONT look now. but semething
very pecufiar is going on in
our Congress. The bi- partisan
bloc of Republicans and Southern
Democrats is becoming s formal

organization, Seventy-{ive Repre-:
sentatives, of both. parties,. sat
down together last Weanesday

morning. at which might be called
a formal Informal meeting to de-
cide on how to curtall price con-
trol; snd about 35 gdditional Rep-
Tegentatives sent sweet Messages,
asking to be considered present,
in the spirlt. The meeting then
set up & committee of seven, with
& Republican cheirman, to draft
s “price control” program, and
there Is nobody In Washington fool
enough to doubt that this com-
mittee has more power than any
regular standing Congressional
committee With B majority party.
or Democratic, chairman. That
notse you hear is the moaning of
an elderly gentleman In & wing
collar, who can remember way
;b&ck to when we had a two-party
system in this country.
OMINOUS COALITION
Something quite ominous 15 hap-
pening: coalition Government tthe
mere mention of which, up to a
few years ago, was enough to
make the typlcal Amerlcan poli-
tician foul his sparkplugs fs
taking over. Canservative opinton
has pieced out one of those
French-type coalitions, made up
of bits and pleces of parties,
enough to give it working control,
and it is using k. And while at
firgt the bi-partlsan bloc was only
» state of mind, now it s 8 self-
conscious organization.

the_bare branches of the wmm
ridden trees, one hears echoes -

“the speeches of long ago, when
we used to sit at-the feet of our
elders, and hear them tell us again
how America had become great
because it had developed a system
of party responsibility. and had
avoided dublous forelgn tricks like

putting Yogether unstable parlin- .

mentary coalitions, to rule without
formal public.ganction or official
accountability.
HARTLEY'S THE WORKS

For this coalition rules the Con-
gress: i Congress rules-the coun-
try it rules the . country.. .M

pro}
mnt fuiure:

the scarclty. . jor ong’ Charlle White.

lg Tom Teplied?

Last, Kamx dropped !n on: Rapubllc Steel
irdle: opping
Kaiser:said he wanted w b\ly steel

_“When' the fellows were In I in
Heriry?  You. went out and. signe
viig the vest of us to fight them
er ln tmuble nurael\res tH

Tess fortunate nations to stability
and security. Or we can ff
The most that we can do how
will be far less than enocugh,
UNRRA Is sending about BOW
tons & month to China, which Is
mere token pledge against the
mgnltude of Chinese need. UNRRA
ing mbou: half the volume
cf whe!,t it needs and that may be
enough to prevent stervation in

Europe.

The fact that our sacrifice is %o
‘have brown bread instead of white
must seem rather odd in many
parts of the world.

Coalition-

Hartler. Republican of New Jersey
becomes the mosi imperiant man
in the House. 85 head of the bioc's
drafting committee ot price con-
trol: you may forget aboutl your
Mister Speakers and your majority
leaders: Mr. Hartey 15 the works
Our contemplation of his awful
power is made even more tingling
by & study of the particulsr “price
control” messwe which he la re-
ported to favor. Mr. Hartley'splan
would set cellings st levels which
would give to producers, whole-
salers, jobbers and retallers, ali
along the lne, their full costs
plus’ thelr normal peacetime per-
centage profits, per unit. This
proposal 15 the exact opposite of
price control: {t would put our
price levels on a kind of cost-plus
basls, removing lncentive o re-
duce costs, of to increase volume,
or to be ® smart trader, wince,
with the percentage markup pro-
tected by Jaw, the higher onela
costs rose. the higher one’s unit
profits would rise aldo. Al thia
has about as much place in sn
snti-inflation program ss would a
proposal to give ¢ ftree con-
fett] during a keep-your-cliy-clean
week.
IRRES

ONSIBLE FOWER
But more important than any
one lssue is the permanent fact
of the existence of the bi-partisan
coalitlon, that curious niche in
wiich conservative opinion has en-
sconced itself, so snugly, so safely.
From this vantage polnt it can
tight Mr, Truman; but if infla-
tion results, the blame will fall
on the Administralion, and s0 we
have here an outstanding case of
power without responsibility. One
answer might be for the public to
begin to refer to the men In-

th

servative Bloc..
labels in the csses of men who
have . dropped away from old-
fashioned doctrines oOf Darty re-
sponsibility. Perhaps we can fight
the drift from.. party’.government
to coalition .governiient . by treat.

members  Tun,._in

North,:and,: especiallyiic in

South, as what. they are!
a candidate -who-intends to-serve
as the wick ‘of A firecracker may.
not . pass’. himself - off ¢ before the:
voters  as -an
string:

e
leaving off party .

innocent piece " of




