npeﬁx of the outbxeak of vio-
. lence in'a Negro district of Columbia,
nnessee, carefully avoided the term
Yet those same reports
apeak of “the roar of riot guns” detail
thﬁ movements of a regiment of the
contain the
“Guard officers said there were
. ‘about 200 Negroes in the cordoned area.
&nd that they had set up barricades.”
“.The incident that brought on the
frouble was, as usuel, insignificant. A
‘Megro woman and her son were charged
with pushing a white radio repairman
through a plate glass window during an
argument over & repair job; Columbia
‘police thought the mastiier so routine
they released the pair on bond after
charging them with assault.

But within a few hours the town had
divided, white against black. A brother
of the radio rvepairman appeared in
the town sguare to appeal to the rest-
less crowd “ta let sell enough alene
and don't stir up any more trouble.”
The crowd didn't lsteri: somebody
wanted trouble: everybody got it.

Mayor Denham of Columbia, speaking
hours later after state patrokmen had
plasted thelr way into the beseiged

How Not To Build

'W]EEN President Truman announced
his support of Wilson Wyatt’s
pew housing program & couple of weeks
ago Congressional Jeaders of both Parties
gave ii & high, wide and bandsome en-
dorgement, with but one reservation. A

many of them opposed the plac-
ing of ceilings on Iots and existing dwel-
lings, bul announced that they would
be happy to go down the line with the
rest of it.

So the housing bill reached the floor
of the House yesterday. As anticipated
it had been stripped of the old-house-
ceiling provision. But it had alsc been
stripped of the $1,600,000,000 appropria-
tion (including $600,000,000 for subsidies?
required to underwrite the President's
housing program. And the ranking Re-
publican on the Banking Committee,
which reported the emasculated meas-
wre, announced that he would lead &
flcor fight to take out of it the pro-
vision for ceilings on new houses. This
would lesve Housing Czer Wyatt with
broad powers to channel scarce mate-
rials into low-cost housing, but with no
suthority to force or bribe anybody to
‘puild anything, a situation comperable
to equipping a hungry man with g knife
‘and fork asd no food.

The effort to clpmp rigid ceilings on
houses, old and new, was turned back
‘months sgo by Congressmen who cried
that builders and resl estate operators
eouldn't possibly make an adequate pro-
£it with the 1id on. Now the Government
proposes to gusrantee profits through
Federal subsidies, and the same Con-
gressmen arise to fight the appropria-

bloc of Southern Congressmen, who
apparently saw in the resignation of
Honest Harold Ickes nothing more sig-
nificant than an opportunity to ring one
6. their own into the Cabinet, called
on - President Truman to propose the
sppointment of Representative Frank
‘Willlam Boykin of Alabsma as Secretary
of the Interior.

. - What qualifications does Mr. Boykin
have for the job, in addition to being
Southern? Well, The Louisville Courier-
Journal finds that he is the “very model
.of a Bouthern Congressman of the ‘un-
holy alliance’ school, patron and bene-
ficlary of the poll tax system and pos-
sessor of a voting record (when he is
| hot absent) undistinguishable from that
~of John Rankin, the perfect flower of
the genus.”

It is to be reported that he iz a genial
soul, from all sccounts, a joiner and a
‘stout, belleyer of the rightness of things
es-they are; or rather. as they were he-
fore such Iniguities (to him) as the
‘wage-hour law were folsted upon our way
of life. He attained a ‘substantial de-
gree of prosperity in indigenous indus-
tries related to timber, Jumber and naval
stores; and it may not be gratuitous to

Another Voice

OVERNOR GREGG CHERRY has ex~
pressed the conviction that pretty
close operation of the State's retirement-
84-85 policy 15 advisable. He feels that
state employees-reaching the age of 65
should step out of active service as soon
convenient,

The principle is sound. of course. Re-
#irement avoids o great many problems
uxgzmploym:nt at an unemployable
conitinuation in office of workers
are no - longer up to meeting the
ibflities of their jobs. the em-
ment of dealing with thase and
problems. - .
yet, the question naturally arises,
id 1506527 Al .0f us, certainly,

and: women~—who are doing
ob, although they have passed
milestone,  than: they  have.

thelr- lives. Thelr  friend-.

Negro district with riot guns, said: “Our
racial relations have been all right hers
and there has been no indication of
anything that would buiid up something
like this."

Tt is futile to attempt to assess blame
from this distance, and based on the
sketchy reports now available. But we
are conscious of a peinfully famillar
pattern: (1) “While the highway patrol-
men were preparing to go into “Mink
Slide,” Col. Victor Howard Wilson, com-
mander of the State Guard's Second In-
fantry Regiment, ordered dispersal of
25 white civilians who were standing
around with shotguns.” (2) “Lynn Bo-
mar, State Safety Commissioner in
charge of the highway patrohmss; an-
nouncec the arrest of 33 Negroes, twelve
of whom were charged with attempted
murder.”

1t is apparent that Tennessee author-
jties moved swiftly and efficlently to
restare order in Columbia after the
.rioting broke out. For that they are to
be commended. But there is as yet no
indication that they will, In their effort
to punish the guilty, recognize that
there must. of necessity, be two races
invoived in any race riot.

4 House

tion that would make those subsidies
possible.

‘What alternative do they propose?
None that we've heard of, except pos-
sibly the thin argument that full pro-
duction will follow the removal of con-
trols and eventually force prices down
through competition. And that argu-
ment barely casts a shadow in the face
of the generally-accepted estimate of a
minimum need of 2.700,000 dwelling
units for veterans alone.

It's going to cost money to buy our
way out of the inflationary mess the
premature abandonment of price and
production controls has already guaran-
teed. It probably makes little difference
whether consumers pay the tariff di-
rectly or through Federal subsidies in
the case of most commodities, but in the
matter of housing for veterans the Gov-
ernment has a clear obligation to spread
the cost around among all 140,000,000 of
us.

It may be the terrible pressures of an
election year that have led the House
Committee to this effort to strip every
positive anti-inflation measure ‘out of
the Prestdent’s housing program and
serve it up as a pious statement of sym-
pathy. Sympathy. as too many veterans
have found out in the past six months,
doesn't keep out the rain.

The housing shorfage already stands
25 2 national disgrace, a towering mon-
ument to public indecision and private
greed. The Congress now seems bent on
topping off indecision with a demonstra-
tion of bad faith—a beautiful spectacle
Indeed.

The Loyal Democrats Of Dixie

suggest that the tecord of his privale

interests could have some bearing on his

Dixie-line vote mgeainst the Fair Lebor

Standards Act of 1938

Such is the appointee brought for-
ward by 13 Southern Senators and 40
Southern House members to bolster the
crumbling Cabinet of their President at
a moment when his every appointment
is under fire. We are happy to report
that no member of North Carolina’s
Congressional delegation appeared
among them, although there were three
from South Carolina—Reps. Bryson,
Riley and Rivers,

It seems to us the Southerners dis-
played a strange innocence in ap-
proaching the President with Mr, Boy-
kin's name. They called at the White

“"House the same day Mr. Truman an-

nounced, in reference to Ed Pauley, that
“1 stick behind those who stick behind
me.” The President's subsequent ap-
pointment of Julius A. Krug. an old
TVA man, to the post, is an abrupt re-
minder that the voting record of this
group of loyal Democrats is available
to the public, and even to the Presl-

dent of the United States.
.

But How Old Is 657

ships made through the years, their
Dositions of prestige in the community,
their long experience and hard-won
wisdom, qualify them beyond others who
may be available. To set a hard and
fast “get out at 65" rule probably would
not injure the State, since the State's
business is cut and dried, its policies
fixed and administration largely auto-
matic below the elective and appointive
ievels. but it will be judicionsly applied
lgy private entérprise—The Durham
wn.

To bring in, 450 unruly Crees, a detall'

of four . Canadian Mounties was des-
‘patched to the scene.” It is slightly in
excess Of the old Texds rmm one
?mgex to ’onz riot.

< ucuvum in

ceipt of such hotice.”
APRHL  FOOL

People’s Platform

Honest Harold

CHARLOTTE

OON, at Bikini, our Navy is to test the effectiveness

' of the atomic bomb when its destructive power

is directed against modern battleships and other Naval
vessels,

For the demonstration to be informative to sll

mankind, and a promoter of peace, it must be a sin-

. cere effort to disclose the destructiveness of the atomic

bomb: and not be managed and exploited to hoodwink
the uninitiated in order to continue an outmoded
Navy: or to deceive our enemies.

If the destruction to ships wrought by the
stomic bomb does not greatly exceed that which can
be cbtained with the most powerful bombs, loaded with
ordinary explosives, we will Jose the big stick power
which possession of the atomic bomb now gives us.

But if the destruction of the warships proves com-
parable to, or exceeds, that resulting from the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the major por-
tion of our Navy becomes obsolete; and the United
States insures. ai.lease for a time, its position as a
military power whose supremacy no nation, or group
of nations, dares challenge.

@ So the net result of the tfest will be a showing
to ourselves and the rest of the warld that, militarily,
we are stronger or weaker than we and they knew.

Incldentally, if the destruction is more complete
and appalling than anticipated, it will be harder than
ever o continue peacetime conscription. and Impose
compulsory military training.” And that would mean a
lot of ijlt‘s# militarists,

v be a bard decision that the Admirals and
Gcl\el'lk Wﬂl be called upon to meke. I, for one
would have more confidence in that decision {f ALL
the Admirals, thinking only of the welfare of their
country, were not against consolidating the armed forces,
while ALL of the Generals, thinking only of the welfare
of their country, favored the consolidation.

Maybe we could arrange for Honest Harold Ickes
to go along as our observer.

~LEWIS AYER SMITH.

“To Know The Truth ....”
CHARLOTTE
J REGRET the Robert E. Mcllwaine's article “Orders

TProm The Vatican” published in the Charlotte News
February 215t was not brought ta my atlention before
now. or T would have answered it immediately.

The Catholie Faith does NOT favor Facism, Nazism,
Communism or any other “ism® except Catholiclsm,
f’atnomm and, for we American Catholics, American-
.

T have been a Catholic for over & half century
and T know what the Cathollg Faith teaches and If 1o
were only understood and FULLY  known, It
would be one of the best loved Faiths.

The Catholic Faith has gone through the centuries
essalled by bigotry, intolerance, ignorance snd hatred
but it is still and will be until the consummation o
the world, the rock that Christ told Peter “upon this
rock T will build My chureh and the gates of Hell shall
not prevail against it

Before we criticise -Spain or any other country, we
would do better to clean up Lhe good old USA of Gom~
munists, Facists, Nezists. strikers, pickets, racketeers,
and other un-American actlvities.

4 good surgeon knows his surgery and if one needed

Drvew Pearson’s o

Merry-Go-Round ©

WASHINGTON

Mrs, Gordan Lange
Swarthmore. Pa.

My Dear Sister:

J ,AST October T was al
4 some husband of yours

ur house when that, tall,

nut of the Army.
over the draft
_whereshouts on file in case he might be called again.

thought, was n big joke. After all,

earned years of peace.
“We'll call you il we need you again”

but,

now you will call me a pessimist when T wrlbﬂ this,
Judging by the .way our forelgn affairs are drifting
today, I am beglnning to think the thing we laughed ‘at last

October is now no laughing matter at

all.
By that, I don‘t mean that Gordon will be called again.
these days of
be" mass suicide to expose large
groups of helpless foot-soldlers to the raveges of atomic war-

‘We are never going to need & big army in
atomic warfare. It would

hand-
put his uniform in mothballs
and went over to the draft board to report that he wes
And I remember how amused we all were
board’s instruction that he keep his future

his. we we had -
just completed 2 long and grueling war, with the country
Just geiting Teady to settle down snd enjoy some well-
Yet the draft board C]el’k saids

Y @ es}
At Bikini?
an operation, one certainly would not go to a building
contractor to have it done: so if and when, one wants to
know the TRUTH about the Catholic Faith, they

should go to a Catholic who not orly knows their
Faith, but lives it,

~T. B. HALL.
Brotherly Love?
N “Orders From The Vaticen.” o letter appearing ia
The Platform. one of our country’s citizens has di:
played an attitude of “brotherly love” toward his
brothers, the Catholics and the head of the Christian
churches througham the world.
untry being Protestant, I guole from the

Bible that yussage that “perfect love casteth out fear "
Then why should we be afrald of the great big bear?
I wonder if this respected ciiizen knows
secutions “suffered by the Catholics, Protestants. and
Jews under lhe Nazi regime. Persecutions follow In-
talerance, us as citizens beware that the dark-
ness of lntale:ancp deesn't flare up again in our be
loved country..

EEN

WELSH.
Publie Enemy No. 17
NEW YORK

UST happened to rend vour paper of Feb. 20th Edi-
torial "WASHINGTON'S ANGRY MAN." . ., .
Being o Charlotte. N. . paper i the South with
N. C. State full of cotton mills, T just cannot under
stand why you should write such sn Editorial

T call Bowles and the OPA Public Enemy No. One
of the U, S.

He Is known to be » NEGRO-LOVER.

In his argument with Henry Ford he is proven to
be a LIAR.

Note what Gould of N, ¥ Journel-American says
of the cockeved Bowles and the O

to Co-ons of Raleigh, N, C what they think.

OPA CAUSES BLACK MARKETS. SCARCITY.
UNEMPLOYMENT.

CEILINGS ON
PRODUCTION.

OPA SHOULD BE ABOLISHED JUNE 30TH,

SAVE US 4ND CONSUMERS 10 BILLION, DOL-

LARS
AS:K CHAS. CANNON
PA

ARM PRODUCTS CURTAILING

WHAT HE THINKS OF

INFLATION 1S HERE. CURE INFLATION BY
PRODUCTION,

TOO MUCHE FRAUD AND GRAFT IN OPA,
—~WADE H. ARMSTRONG,
tuto lower-case again M.
an overdose of Hearst edi<

(NOTE: Come on down
Armstrong.  Youve had
torials.—~Eds., THe NEws).
The People’s Platform is available o any
reader who ceres 10 mount it. Communica~
tions should be less than 300 words, type-
wrilten, if possible, an only one side of the
paper. Libel and obscenity will be deleted—
otherwise anything goes. Each letter must be
signed, aldhough we will withhold the writ-
er's name upon request.—Editors, Tz News,

toward internatianal catastrophe.

It s0 happened that I had known about the Russlan spy fam|
activities for several weeks before I broke the story and I
asstans were dolng goes much deeper

than the State Department would like to have us belfeve, and
shows a network of Saviel agents mnot only engaged in a8
cut-throat race to recure he atom bomb, but llsndalmed
at an

know that what the Russt

about the per-,

our whole
it becomes necessary.

Co-Operation Vs, Theft

Joe Davies'

esplonage. That -is true, However.:it

tion from certain ~elements at: home: s

fare. mean i5 that todss

v

It may help ns to wake up lo the fact that we. are drifting

icated, would be Inet liesd on,
1f and when it arises.
‘That may be sconer than Bowles

Congress
pﬂae cnnr.ml Iaw. uwh hu called
eeting of union’s policy
cummmoe for ¥arch 11,
LOW MUTTERING
In Florida to be recelv:d back
into the AF of fold, Lewis
stayed ‘on for & vacnarm Sow_the
brooding Lewis presence is back in
Washingwn und low  muttering
nds hnrd cam!nz Irnm
ha) ndso

the uilding
* headquarters (0! the Uniwd Mlne

Waorkers.

It happens that Lewls' views on
price control are almast identical
with those of the National Asso-
ciation of Manufecturers, He be«
lieves orgenized labor can take
care of ita own interests In a
free-for-all fight, with no  holds
barred by Government restrictlons,

This stand has political over-
tones which may well be related
to Lewls plans for 1948. His views
on-the wickedness of Government
Intervention In the price and wage
field have made him # prime fa-

happen when  he
tangles with the coal owners over
& new wage schedule, no one can

“At any time prior to April 1.
1945, in the event = significant
change occurs in the Government
wage policy, either party shall have
the right fo request negotiatons on
general wage rates

Samuel Grafton

Bitter

NEW YORK

ARLY in May, 1818, it was

seriousiy proposed by Commis-
sioner_of Accounts Hirshileld, of
New York City, that one way to
relieve the housing shortage wouid
be to permit the pliching of tents.
“Many people could be accommo-
ne wrote jn The New York
¥ permitting them to put
in some of the public
parks and squares” Of course, he
added thoughtfully. this would do
only for the Summer months.

The time was six months after
the first World War iwe are now
about sl: months past the second
World War) and a phenomenon
known as the “rent strike” had de-
tenants banded together
and refused to pay rent increases.
Sometimes the magistrates hemmed
and hawed and let them off,
especlally if a veteran, or a vei-
eran’s family, were Invalved: but
evictions piied up to the point
wheve the Willlams Avenue Meth-
odist Episcopal Church and the
Herkimer Street M. E. Church put
Army cots in thelr basernents for
emergency shelter of families, and
the city hed to establish ware-
houses for storing the furniture of
evicied New Yorkers.

BAVED BY STRIKE

There was some relief in May
when the “schleppers” or men
whose business ft wss to move the
furniture of evicted families to the

© sidewalk, went on strike: 1t seems

they were working extremely hard,
and fely entitled to ralses.

The City of New York tried to
control the sltuation by threaten-
ing to run after landlords, and to
raise tax sssessments on them as
fast as they raised rents. The

Memories

strike or
lockout - could  begin “on ‘April: 1
Thet is April ‘Fool's ‘Day and’
John ‘L. may have s sense of hu-
mor., It would be's Very 'guim joke
on the Ad.ml.nmnuon ta “upset

Twen
was embrofled in the bloody battle
for auprem:cy in the UMW that
raged ugh the Tlinois” mine
fields. D:?mmlte and machine guns
Trere the weapons of that: wxb

far
In 1933 his union was at & low
ebb. Inner strife and the de-
pression, on top of technological
changes curbing the use of coel,
uced it to & pathetic stste.

trezsury of the union, and with
it Lewls’ personal power, increased
many times over,

FOUNDED Cio

Then, with all the drams of
which he {5 capable, 'he founded
the CIO a3 a new movement to en-
roll the great mass of workera who
had been excluded from the craft
hierarchy of the AF of L. In the
early days of the CIO, lewis
worked closely with some extreme
left-wing  leaders- who were at-
tracted to the CIO,

Now lewls & 2 bitter fos of
these same men, There have been
broad hlats that, in his new align-
ment on the right, he may tell
whet he knew of the activities and
connections of his furmer asso- ”
clates. One thing is certain: Lewls
has his carefully laid phm and
sooner or later the nation will
hear about them.

shoe trade) were plentiful, end he
was forced to the concl..\sion that
the public was simply  belng
charged all that the traffic woukd

bear.
OLD ERROR

b is hard, now, to reproduce
the bitier atmospherc of  those

days. Therd was an ugfost whem
Army sold its surplus “mesy
stocks abroad: it was  feli” that
they ahould Mve been sold at
Iome 10 bring prices down. But.
natura!l law or no natural law.
prices would not come down, and 4
Businiess orstors fed the infiation-
ary boom by happily pointing out
that prices had stayed up for
thisteen years after the Civll War.
and that they could obviously be
expected to stay up for thir
teen vears again; nothing could be
plainer.
POPULAR PATCHES

Within 8 year there began the .
famaus “buyers’ sirike.” Mr.-Mark
Sullivan gally tells, in the aixth
volume of his "Our Times,” how
men hegan to wear overalls to
buslness, instend of suits:  the
movement swept the country; and
Mr. Wiliam G. MacAden. Wilson's
Secretary  of the Treasury. had
himself photographed wesring
patches on his lrousers,

1t became fashionable not  to
buy: stores suddenly found their
voitmes dropping; and a nNewspa-
per story of the day tells of &
London buyer who came to New
York for goods. and who found
that 2 curious collapse had t.s.\cen
place—he could buy goods 8t re-
tail, in New York depertmenc

stores, at prices Jower than:those "
belng a(iered him by man u:
TOS/

move did not succeed.
retafl prices were churning

Toatd: 95 shocs were selling for 3127
and a_financial columnist in The
New York Times. demanded to
know why the law of supply and
demand  was not
Hides, he pointed out
some canned propaganda from the

Letter From A Disturbed Columnist

T have harped on’ this quusﬁon of bulc AmerEc-m-Rusdnn
that I-amsure

turers
between m» Tad sl million per-
sons were out of work, and Mr.
Sullivan quotes Secretary of Labor
rting on the period
H ¢ in the throes of
one of the grestest industrial de-
pressions we had ever. known.®
Maybe the OPA Isn't 5o bad.

e~~aspecially’ my

fnendihxp so much

way S preventing

s sick of hearing sbout it
<o IS
the mount_to.modern mplomny
“There are -any . number  of
{o war with Great Britain, and they il spring lmén the’ same

ev
Bt its the ottty pmmux
appl; sermon

reasons why

vhen

come ;over here::

England a8 Rhodes: scholars or othcrwlsc.

HERE §5, of course, something to be:said on'the side of
contention _that  every: netlon‘engages ‘In

,problem or pcﬂcz Wi

Davies overlooks the fact that we were. in the: process of
working out an Internationei.plan.to:share:the: secret:of the
atom Just at & time when the Russians were’trying to'steal'iti . yg - They want. to tur
tary Byrnes: had: gone: to Moscow und made ‘a 0 'I‘he :
slncere gesture to share the-atom, :despite :vigorous: opposis
Yet,  simultaneously,
the Russians- wanted  the atom’ bomb;. independent of:any. &
and  were -quite - willing” to  steal

16+ quite “clear thlt they

cause Of ‘the :language, aecond becsuoe B nm

year after the war is over, we are drifting on n. turhulent -
r compass:

sea of internatlonal rivalry; our rudder smashed, o
lost, with only a hazy ide

s 0f where we are headlng

Meanwhile, one of our former Allies knows exactly where
go, while another -15-sailing - with = :leaky: hulls

it wants to

it 15 they could,
However. no gres

Russians plenty” of ‘times’ in

. isolated them:for: 17, years .and: helped make’ them the

; good_ 15 served by hageling ov
15 right ot ;who' is- wiong, ‘We have been’ wrong towsrd
the“past-=psrticularly ‘When we

‘most.

and we are bogged down from our attempt-to Keep t
capsizing altogether. \

Spies Force Issue

OWEVER,: I am writing it this pensxmlsuc vein not. be-
cause I enjoy being ‘a pessimist, but because’ the: time
time L5 :short “and: we asa-nation: must: wake
the inter=
nuuonnl ﬂcld right now—ﬂurmg these -very weeks, ‘days. and
war o We

'X"hc
st.:realize: that the':things ‘we':do

15 short.

ure:: pe

rlpldly nendh—:x mward 1hv= latter : course.
‘That is why I :conslder ‘the

Cs blessing : in" disguise, =

us to'realize whu a dmzem\/u rlvalry we ere i the mi

suspicxous nation:inthe  world.
The: th

ing. to worry*about is not who 18 right or w

wrong-bul - where “do - we :go  from _ Here.
. continue :spying over -here,: and “if W&
tempts to spy over there, lhls plus:

are

o
. If.:ihe Russlan
continue. our at-
* friction in.

6. end . dn




