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CTICAL, says President Truman,
.the practical politiclan, of a sug-
‘gestion. that consideration of universal
military training be postponed until
international disarmament can be given
a fair trlal.

A breeding ground of totalitarianism,
says Brigadier .General Holdrige, an
expatriate West Pointer, of the Presi-
dent's plan for universal military train-

And, of cou! they're both right and
they're both wrong. Like aimost every-
body else who arises to discuss universal
training these days they insist on rip-
ping it out of context and considering
it as a thing spart, with inherent vir-
tues and vices of its own

In the world we seera bent on creat-
ing, universal training, a vast air force,
& huge navy, and a choice collection of
atomic bombs of all sizes are elementary
necessities. A peace based on fear and
distrust can oe preserved only at gun's
peint; it would be madness to disarm
in & world neatly divided into conflict-
ing sphercs of political and economic

influence.
Universai traimmg, which invelve
- converting America into an armed camp.
would naiurally breed totalitarianism

But that, in a world in which universal
training is necessary, would be a virtue,
not & vice. Total war, as we have so
recently demonstrated, requires totali-
tarianism, Personal liberty, freedom of
conscience. democracy—these are the
products of pesace and they are incom-

Logu: And The Generals

pattble in a militarized nation. Our new
citizens' army, if freedom of expression
were allowed, would soon degenerate
into a debating society for malcontents,
just as our accupation forces have.

Preparation for war involves the prep-
aration of the spirit as well as the
manufacture of arms. We aad a fair
number of airpianes at Pearl Harbor,
remember, but nobody thought to put
them in the air on a quiet, sunny Sun-
day morning. An army must have iron
discipline: discipline can be obtained
only at the cost of civil liberties.

Universal military training being
peddled as a great educational”oppor-
tunity, as a method of improving the
health of the nation, as an instrument
of diplomacy. All of this is irrelevant, as
are the cries that the Regular Army is
dominated by Fastists who would quickly
corrupt the democratic principles of
our young. The generals believe in totali-
tarienism. not as a political doctrine,
but as a necessary adjunct to military

operations. They have no desire to cor-
rupt anytody, but it is their duty to
e war for which the United States

i1s preparing.

The oniy relevant debate anr universal
military training involves the necessity
for it. Do we intend to maintain’ the
peace by force, or through honest inter-
national co-operation? It seems to us
that the generals, watching the erratic
course of Russo-American relations, thus
far have had no choice in the matter.

Queen With A Dirty Face

IT 15 probably just as well that bad
weather caught Lady Astor's plane
over Savannah instead of Charlotte.
. The expatriate Virginian, who hasn't
minced a word in years, told the Sa-
vannshans their city looked like =
“peautiful woman with a dirty face.”

It seems likely that she would have
seen little basic beauty in Charlotte's
business district, but she would certainly
have seen plenty of dirt. From grimy
bulldings to mottled sidewalks, we are,
&s Mayor Baxter remarked the other
day, in the worst shape we've ever
been in.

No city in the soft-coal and tobacco
chewing country will ever attain a
completely immaculate state, of course,
but there is still a great deal that can
be done. The Mayor promises-a couple
of mdditional street flushers and a
bolstering_of the white-winged gentry,
but he reminds the citizenry thal the

remain the r i of

HE National Association of Manufac-

turers’ campaign against the OPA has
now burst into full flower, Full-page ad-
vertisements, appearing in The News
and most other daily papers, make the
point that Federal controls are hamper-
ing full production, which is the only
cure for scarcity and therefore the only
cure for inflation.
. It's a plausible argument, but it raises
a couple of unanswered questions. What
does the American Association of Man-
ufacturers imagine will happen in the
period before supply catches up with
demand? And how long does the NAM
estimate that period will be?

A partial answer is available in the
experience of the citizens of Hickory.
Hickory doesn’t have rent control, but
the Chamber of Commerce and other
civie organizations are frantically peti-
tioning the OPA to come in and take
over. Why? The Hickory Record reports:

There have been shocking complaints
of rent gouging in the local area by
greedy landlords sttempting to enrich
themaelves at the experise of unlo'\uraw
victims of the housing &i

Such tactics showrs be mipped in the
bud before they ere aliowed n spread
eny further, In view of the tax reduc-
lons made by city and county govern-
ments, the impossibiltty of worth-while
improvements being made 10 rental prop-
erty during the war, and the general
deterioration of properties from
lack of repairs, virtually na increase
rent are justifiubile.

Yet there have been instances where

Another Voice

‘The protest of three Forsyth war vet-
erans against the gdecision of the traffic
committee of the Winston-Salem Board
of Aldermen to restrict the number of
operating taxicabs in the city raises a
very interesting question.

‘That question is: Just how far car lo-
cal, State and Federal Governments go
in.the direction of rstricting the num-
ber, ‘a5 well as the practices of enter-
prises;: without creating ‘dangerous mo-
nopolies and wiping out equality of op-~
_ portunity and freedom of enterprise as
such?

There 15 rio doubt but that some de-
gree of restriction and reguiation in the
matter of taxicab operation is advis-

property-owners. It's been a long time
since we've had to detour around a
sidewalk sweeper in downtown Char-
lotte, and there are spots where a pedes=
trian needs hip boots.

A few stores, we note, are beginning to
brighten up their exteriors with paint,
steam and sand-blasting. It's under-
standable that this sort of face-lifting
has becn postponed until now, with la-
bor and materials still painfully short,
but the customary excuses will soon be
wearing thin.

It would be most fitting if Charlotte
staged .a sort of mammonth street-
cleaning campaign to mark the advent
of Spring. The Mayor has expressed the
City's willingness to do all it can; the
next move is up to the property owners.

The Queen City may resemble an eld-
erly bookkeeper more than it does a
beautiful weman, but it has no more ex-
cuse than Savannah for wearing a dirty
face,

An Argument Falls Flag

war veterans complained ‘of increases

of as much as 50 per cent in rent on

houses or smell apartments,

‘There is no reason to believe that land-
lords, as a class, arc any greedier than
butchers, bakers and candlestick mak-
ers. It is established business practice to
make as large a profit as the trade will
bear, and clearly, in view of existing
shortages, any trade will bear a right
handsome profit for many months after
full production is finally achieved.

Nobody can successfully argue with
the NAM's contentlon that full produc-
tion wiil ultimately remove inflationary
pressures. It also seems likely that
OPA’s controls, coupled with the specue
lative fever that has caused many man-
ufacturers to gamble on their abolltion,
hold back production. Still, as Hickory
has so painfully discovered, an uncon-
trolled market for any scare commodity
or service works a great and immediate
hardship on consumers,

As prosperous as the American people
are al the moment, they cant stand
more than a few months of runaway in-
{:ation. But we haven't seen any fi
produced by NAM or anybody else, that
even suggest that full production will
tevel out prices in short order. Those are
the figures that are so conspicuously
sing from NAM's impressive adver-

- tisements. and without them the argu-

ment falls as flat as a white-coliar

worker's pocket-book.

On Closing The Door :

where to draw the line face the further
duty of exercising the greatest care in
the effort to balance the public need
against the possibility of depriving wor-
thy enterprises of a fair economic op-
portunity. ¥,
In our opinion the traffic committce '
of the Board of Aldermen holds no brief
fqr,zany particuldr taxicab operators,
and has merely endeavored to serve the

lon be interpreted In
some: Way, 83/# bid for votes, ..

un S0 many: others before her,

Luce discovered - that 1t

is dimcult. in-polities o get one’s

seri utterances. taken

Congresswoman from Con=
nzcwcut pul = great deal of time

delemelua now and eternally.
us try as can 10" stay ‘OuL
of this dre-dtul docket Wﬂh hlm
for -unhapplly all of ‘us
some -extent, failed our brnmua
" This was calling & U. S. Senator

4 liar, even though ‘it was done by

the Bible. When Luce
finished her speech, ther: ‘mu
8 falnt pltoer-pnner of permnc\\ry
applause. Several choleric Repub-
licans are sald to have left the
Iddms room in the middle of th

W‘!M’

Representative clurlu IA Fol-
lette of Indiana, beral Repub-
lican, and one ol the few:at tho -
dinner who heartily applauded Mrs.
Luce's courage, offered to have the
speech put in the Congressional

People’s Platform

They Wear Wings In Wake?

ROCK HILL, S. 8.

FTER reading Burke Davis® article In Twe News of

Feb. 19, headed, ‘Liquor Contro} Put Wake County
On A Cash Basis' there is one thing that I stlll do not
understand end that is, just how the people of Wake
County get their coats on over the wings that they
mus: wear on their back. Serlously though, they must.
be an exceptional people.

The figures quoted by vou, comparing wet Wake
County with Dry Mecklenburg County or rather Raleigh
with Chsrlotte are not very impressive, If you wiil be
80 kind I would like to give you some figures that I
think are impressive, They concern our little town of
Rock Hill. §. C. (pop. 15000 approx.). These figures
are o matter of police Tecord (just as those are of
Raleigh and Charlotte) and are available to the public.

Convictions before legal liquor or in the prohibition
era for ten vears, 5-1935, totaled 3.548, or an aver-
age of 354 a vear. Fines possibly ran around $17.000.
‘There are no accurate figures for fines of this period.
The population averaged around 10,000 in this ten-
year period.

Convictions during the 1935-1945 period of Jegal
whisky sales, totaled 13928 or an average of 1,392 a
year and fines actually totaled $82,667. The pobulation
average was 15,000 or less for this ten-year period. So
you see, we have a 400 per cent galn In arrests for
drunkenness alone compared with a probable 50 per
cent gain in population. In 1925 the lowest number of
convictions in ane month was eight and the
highest 33: by 1843 this had climbed to 111 Uowest}
and 243 (highest).

At the present time. If T remember correctly, thFre
1s under consideration in the legislature at Colimbia,

. C., a proposal to erect a $275.000 addition to the
State Hospital for the treatment of alchoholics alone.

T. Davis, your reasoning is all wrong. Your philos-
nphv and that of everyone else advocating legal liquor

“Let's all drink more lquor, to pay more taxes to
moke us rich " It crnnot be done. True, people are
going to drink as long as they can get it. But that
doesn't say that the law (society) should put it's
blessing on it and say it is right. People are going to
use narcotics as long as they can get it. But the law
says no. Isn't that an Infringement on personal llberty?

—Hall Adams.

(NOTE: As Mr. Davis has steted in each of hl:
liquor articles-—figures do not necesﬁar!ly tell the whole
story, The ABC system in North Carolina, for instance,
is state-operated and rlgldly contruﬂed ot less than
five per cent of the profit from liquor sales goes for
2 speclal ABC law enforcement crew which devotes its
entire tlme to investigating liquor law violations. Liquor
stores in South Carolina are privately-owned and vir-
tually uncontrolled; no part of their profit goes to
bolster law enforcement. It is also significant that the
1935-1945 period included the war years. As to the addi-
tion to the South Cerolina State Hospital, it should
be noted that the institution hes been begging the
Legislature for additional buildings for many years snd
the fact thal It is about to get one now doesn't prove’
anything.—Eds,, THE NEWS.)

The Librarians Like It
ARLOTTE

. CH.
] NOTE with both professional and personal pleasure
the addition of Clip Boutell’s column to your weekly
book page. We of the library hope the public will share
our enjoyment of this feature. Mr. Boutell an old
personal friend of mine, has long held.2 high place in
the confidence and esteem of publishers and authora.

Drew Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round ©

WASHINGTON

IT ISN'T going to be anrounced,-but President Truman has
suggested that Becretery of State Byrnes take action re-
garding & handful of men.in the State Department who, &s &,
result ‘of disclosures in Canada, are suspected of being either

in league with or very sympathetic to Soviet Russia.
Secretary Byrnes, however,

tlously. There will be no prnnccm.icns as In Cenada—at least

Al of which reminds me that we have been
singularly negligent in saying to you what a swell job
we think Burke Davis is doing with his News and Reviews
of current books.
reader who fails to read either of these two
columns rogularly 13 missing & renl ¢
—CHARLES R. BROCKMAM,
Asslstant Director Public Library
of Charlotte and Mecklepburg County.

A Return To Kipling

HENRIETTA
E’VZ kidded you about Russia. but in the light of
recent maneuvers by the Russians, who are dom-

inated at present by men of Asiatic ethics, Il have
to fall back for an alibi to Kipling's “East is Esst
and West is West and never the twain shall meet” to
square myself,
~C. M. Caln

W. Hunt, who
to our vocabuiary when he

(NOTE
added the

Or you might turn to G
term” “jingo”

We don't want to fight. but by fingo if we do,

We've got. the ships, we've got the men we've got
the money too.

We've fought the Bear
Britons true,

The Russtans shall

before and while we're

not have Constantinople,

—Eds., Tue NEWS),
The Peoplc's Platform is available to any
reader who cares to mount it, Communica~
tions should be less than 300 words, type-
written, if possible, on only one side of the
paper. Libel and obscenity will be deleted—
otherwise anything goes. Each leiter must be
signed, although we will withhold the writ-
er's name upon request.-—Editors, THE News,

Quote, Unquote

'WE’VE got to have the full support of our industiy, our
Government and our people—that is the only way
to insure a real peacetime American merchant marine,
—Arthur M. Tode, honorary president, Propeller Club of
the United States.

Our industry’s opportunity to produce cars at a price
that customers can pay is in jeopardy. Government
and unfon interference have reduced management's
abiilty to manage—George Romney, general manager

Freedom from want would indeed hardly be worth
achieving, even if it were possible, in a world which did
not have freedom from war and fear of wars.—]
Pearson, Canadian Ambassador to the U. 8.

From the dty they refused to grant Rzenubllenn equal
leaders

have given lhe lmprexblon they were more cancnrned
with protecting reputations in the Roosevelt Administra-
tion than In getting at the truth (of the Pearl Harbor
attack).—Columbus, Ohlo, Cltizen. .

h'ln

s can be ascertaired

cannot be sald of the British,

Yor some time-—but one or two State
be "dropped.”

‘There are two reasons for. making.nio”arrests in . this

count;

Ty
1. American law does, not permit the same action’ss in

M.chcnan has héen chief civil adviser Den‘

*‘since V-J Day and has recently retiirn

back to T

Canada, where suspected officials aré being held

do. Under the McNabb Act, an arrest ted pcrlon in the: United
S’

Btates has

to be
makes prior to arraignment:cannot be used

ce.
2. e information seizéd in:Canada 45 c!rcumutuntlu‘l (1]
{ar a8 most “American’ officials are congerned  though some of’

t 15

public interests fairly and
ously. But the incidentis a graphic and
impressive reminder of the grave men-
ace which lies in Government restric-
tions, generally. Insofar as they relate
to the right of individuals and groups to

For ‘Instance, the Russian who surrendered in Oltawe
gave the code name of one man in (hc stnt,e Depnrtment With

whom the Soviet

A
courfer.. The code name, does not slve atmng Hmugh “m";:ls i

the umclal ‘s idenitity
to th

that
: Bymes And Baruch
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comldtrnble pressure, from the Army and Navy to take a cone

far = no_ American official was
gulliy” of evealing amy Secret of the atom: bomb, though this -
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has declded to move cau. ' * scrutiny: 3 e
N ne ‘State Department officials: whi
strongly for siding with:the Chinese Commun!
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NEGEO PROBLEM

Mrs, Luce hit hard at injustice
and discrimination. It was a long
way from the traditfonal Lincoln's
Day speech paying lip service to
Republlcnn dogms. on the Negro.

nning t h the speéch was

lha mem of thﬂ brotherhood of

man; the profound belief that un-

derlies the Christian faith, more

often honored in the breach than
in the observance.

“As Christians,” said Mrs. Luce,
“we know that there sre no such
things as ‘Negro rights' or ‘white
rights'. There are un!.y human
rights which Negro and white and
brown and yellow all cmm equally
as members of the human family
and children of God. In every wuv
the Christian spproach
problem is the soundest, the Lrueu
and the safest.”

Mrs. Luce's well-dressed, well-
fed audlence was startled. They

had expected, from her, wit and
sarcasm &t the expense the
Democrats,

Samuel Grafton

M
mit her remarks to be cdited.
The press carried almost no ref-
erence to the speech. Altogether, ~
g:; most earnest effort since she

n in Washington was ig-

-nored, leaving her to the unhappy

conclusion that, whereas a wise-
crack will make Page 1, virtue must
be its own reward

NOTHING FOR GRANTED

Disillusion was compounded for
Mrs. Luce when she learned that
thosze who had been annoyed with
her speech were explalning it away
by saying that she was merely bid-
ding for the Negro and the lsbor
vote in her district. This was the
unkindest cut of all.

There has been s0 much double
talk about the “Negro problem”.
That may be one reason for the
reception given Mrs. Luce hard-
hitting speech.

But this cynical capital is llWl!l
losking for hidden motives.
game of political pcxe' as n i
played in wuhmmm takes noth-
ing for granted.

The Spy Story

NEW YORK

T seems to me the Canadian spy
scare is & matter of legitimate
public interest and concern, like
most_everything else; but, reading
the dally press, one has the feel-
ing that it is s certaln type of
fellow who becomes most interested
in it. And, ususlly, he 15 also &
big Pearl Harbor type of feilow:
he may not know what the issues
in the late war were, but he knows
what every admiral had for bresk-
fast on the morning of the great
vald. If you were to wake him
up in the middle of the night
suddenly and ask him to state the
biggest issue before the American
people today, he would repiy that
the biggest lssue before the Ameri-
can people today Is to explaln why
one Mr. Tyler Kent, en American
code clerk, was incarcerated in
England during the war, and he
will hint that Mr. Kent must have
nad something on Mr. Churchill
and on Mr. Roosevelt.

He feels also that the disappear-
ance of the original copy of the
Adantic charter s fact of
sinister significance, indicating that
Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt
didn't belleve in the Charter, and
Jost the first copy on purpose, Bs
a way of keeplng thelr fingers

“crossed

FULL OF THINGS

©Oh, he fs full of things, thislad;
and be belleves that Congressional
and Presidential electlons ought to
hinge on nice, wholesome spy
storles, instead of being affected
by debates over dirty unAmerican
issues like prices snd wages.

Such matters glve him a head-
sche, anyway; he prefers the
slmpler life of melodrama: for he
knows the causes of nothing, snd
a sensational story about every-
thing. His namé is legion; but
you will meet him in many a
smoking car and at many a bar,
and you will always know him
by his persistent effort 1o turn
the serious drama of Hfe and work
and reconstruction into & Grade-B
motion picture.

He will look at you with his
hot bfght eyes, and wiil teli you,
for example, with .pity for your’
ignorance, that:the Teal -reason Mr.
Pauley 1s be!n; llhcktd 50 these

two men made’ up.

C-apltal _Chaff

3 !Lr
‘MacArthur ever
‘USA. Bince hiz
retum MacArthur has been burning up the wires demandin

nrnnged a privue dnmer M the: Shot
They ‘have benn pu\llh
old Baruch-Bymus team for the f: the

days Is because he has displeased the
Communists. He s bursting with
real reasons of this soct; but some-

have lost th reality;

he has bulit himself into a little
private world in which it Is be- ,
lieved thal Mr. Roosevelt lured the
Japanese Into attacking Pearl
Harbor, and that we are starving
the Germans. It is one of the
strangest cases of over-compensa-
tion on record, that of & type
character who is so determined
not to be naive that he is ready g
10 believe anything.

MADE TO ORDER

The Cenadian spy- story ix made
to order for this species of
philasopher. He will not content
himself with saving, as all sensible
men ‘Wil say. that spying ought
to be frowned upon by our
gendarmerie, and discouraged, and
that all spics, Russian of any other
variety, ought firmly to be thrown
out; no, he will add this story to °
his st of seven favorite night~
mares, and he will use it to build
up that pervasive sense Of melo-
drama with which be adores the
color af life.

He will use it to convince us
that If we ever bog down inio
a great national trouble, or war,

is mnever because of lack
of wisdom, or mistakes of judg-
ment. or of unwillingness to adopt
policies which are adequate to
the needs of our people and
of the world. but because & msn
in a slouch hat knew somebody in
the State Department, and then
there was this suitcase; but the
girl disappeared, the one with the
winds message tattooed on her

forearm.
EERIE VISIONS
It is & world of eerie !!eclricul >
visions: and’ perhaps our
pher hopes that -if .he.can ﬂnd =
the right scare, he:canswing:an
electfon with it :an: election’ in .
which the people: will'vote a5 their
goosepimples: direct rather than ace
cording o the: realities’ ‘ot impend.
ing .inflation worl




