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saga of that eminent churchman,
A Deacon Theodore Bilbo of the Juniper
" Grove Baptist Church, will be interrupted
‘for a few weeks while the investigating
. Senators enjoy the Christmas season. But
“Yhe record is already ample enough, as
" we observed the other day, to give even
the staunchest states-righter pause when
Bilbo's name comes up in the Benate for
tion.

It is, of course, impossible to divorce
L fram the_environment that produced
“him, and in this there 1s food for thought
“for all Boutherners. Mississippl has pro-
. @uced her share of statesmen in the past—
Jefterson Davis and John Sharp Willlams,
for Instance—but there is always & grnt

his home state.

For his is a political technique that takes
full advantage of the ignorance and prej-
udices of his people, and of their aspira-
tions. He couples the great lie with the
great promise, Thus he unblinkingly as-
sumes the role of martyr before the semu

hgnest man d by
malicious and un-American foes, who are
also the foes of the common people of
Mississippl. The facts In’the case against
him? Why of course Bilbo has accepted
gifts of money and goods from war con=
tractors, but everybody knows that this
sort of thlng is “an honorable Southern
custom.”

Well, the Qe:hnlq\le has worked too often
In and admit

a-uer that the political h I
limited democracy will fall into the hands
©of a politician éndowed with perverse bril-
Hance but without moral scruple.

Bilbo, In any definition, ranks at the bot-
But i

E

doubt of fits efficlency at !lectlwn-limh
But The Man is trying to persuade & more
perceptive audience -this season. In Wash-
ington, under the cold Republican gaze
of his 1 enemies, there is a hol-

of the
. ranks at the bottom of the list of states—
[ 4n Income, in literacy, in urban population,
ln white population, in percentage of in-
come hx returns filed, in public school
tures per pupll, and, significantly,
in voling. Considering all this. there is
Teason to wonder, not that Bilbo is the

i

J‘ Xind of man he is, but that any other

“Xkind of man can be elected to office In

The Unconventional

pitching his hat boldly into the ring

in this presidential mid-season, Harold

Stassen of Minnesota is once again defy-

ing tradition. His elders, who are running

a8 hard as he Is, have offered only’ the
. round

low sound to his charge that he is being
victimized by Negro and Communlst groups
that “want Bilbo destroyed beuu.le of my
conviction and ideologies . . ."

'The voters of Mississippl may belleve
that the unseating of Bilbo Is a matter of
ideology. but the majority of the United
States Senate, we belleve, will see it as an
elementary matter of personal integrity.

Mr. Stassen

Old Guard at the Philadelphia convention,
the big man with the shaggy halr was
quite convincing in the role of knight
errant. And all the plety and wit of
Messrs. Taft and Dewey could not turn
him back once he had seized the popular

lcan nomination.
©Of course Wendell Willkle dldn't win the

doesn’t consider himself a candidate. Ben-
ator Bricker is looking only to the next

two years of his service in the Congress. .
All of these wise and seasoned old cam-
& paigners are walting for the draft,

coyly
while Chillde Harcld boldly takes his place

‘Well, Mr. Btassen 1s ummﬁonu in
more than one. He not only an-
f nounced his eandidacy,"but identified him-
| self a3 a liberal. This, in the view of The

Citizen, gives Mr. Btassen great
walue; Republican liberals these days

, but that was the fault of the
political climate of his day. He was run-
ning against a master, and it wasn't a
very good season for Republicans anyway.
But he did face and solve the same prob-
lem that now faces Harold Stassen—the
selzing of the G.OP. nomination by some=-
thing very like force. There is no way
on this green footstool for even a moder-
ately liberal Republican to capture the high
command from within the G.OP. The bat«
tlements must be taken by storm. as Mr,
‘Willkie took them, with a great demonstra=
tiorl of rank and file support.

That 15 not an assignment for & cau-
tlous-man, as Mr. Btassen very well knows.
And the effort is terribly complicated by

rarity
“are In the same class with the
pigeon.

passing of even so little time has
served to blunt the edge of the horror
“felt in every city after the Winecoff Hotel
llnhAmthﬁ-h all tragedies—even
the supreme tragedy of war—it isnt much
of » tople for general conversation these
- days.
It is munﬂu, therefore, that officlals
concerned wi prevention

" lotte are still chopping away with undi-

minished vigor at the problems posed by
‘the Atlanta fire. The post-mortem report
on the Winecoff is being in de-

in Char-»

the that any with

less than two heads can probably win the
presidency in a landslide in 48. Mr. Stas-
sen can't sell himself as a possible winner
lnlxm. great odds, for the odds have

Hlmld Stassen is endowed with oute
standing qualities of courage, intelligence,
and tenacity. He is going to need them all,
and a thick skin, during the next two
years.

qun’t Forget The Winecoff

patrol of some sort under the general
supervision of the Fire Department.

This strikes us as sound. All observers
of the Winecoff tragedy agree that a watch-
man making hoprly rounds of the hotel
‘would probably have detected the fire be-
fore 1t got out of control. Watchmen, out-
side fire escapes, and sprinklers are high
on the priority list in the new fire code
Weing considered in Atlanta.

In all probabllity a state-wide fire law
will be Introduced 4t the next session of

Fire Chi!f ‘Hendrix Palmer, who is one
- of Charlotte’s major clvic assets, and City
. Manager Yancey are discussing a program

or new legislation. One specific
. suggestion, favored by both, is a require-
‘ment that all residential structures of
more than two floors institute & night

EDWAH.D T. FOLLIARD, & reporter for
The Washington Post, conveys the
. mews, which The Record had not seen
anywhere before, that the misnamed co-
i lumblans, inc., of Atlanta—The Record
spells 1t advisedly with a little “c” to de-
fend Columbla of responsibility—are mis-
using the Confederate battle flag.
Hanging in front of the headquarters of
the Fascist order in Atlanta is a Confed-
erate battle flag, which doesn't look right.
Something alien has been woven in be-
the stars and bars. It is a Jagged
streak; which s the columblans’ should-
er patch insigne—a symbolic thunderbolt.
Ths Racord doesn't like this idea, but it
ds, alter 2ll, a comforting mistake for the
- solumbians to make. For every other South- |
‘erner will resent this misappropriation of
he flag of the Confederacy for which 50|

growth that the co-
make now therefore
who vene-

and

'§

the L setting

for safety and providing machinery for
state enforcement. This is well and good,
but it should not serve as an excuse for
postponement of action by City officials.
Fire prevention, after all, is primarily a
local responsibility that can, and should,
be met by the passage of appropriate City
ordinances.

There is no sign now of waning deter-
mination on the part of any Charlotte of-
ficlals. We hope there won't be. The threat
of wholesale death will hang over this city
until the necessary structural changes in
residential bulldings are required by law.

The Misappropriated Banner

nru in his “The Conquered Banner.”
. There's not ons left to lave it °
m “the blood wm:h heroes gave it;
And its foes now scorn and brave it;
Purl 1t, hide it let It Test

And most Southerners, who know thelr
history, feel now that the Confederate flag
should remain furled.

They will repudiate—and The Record
repudiates it on behalf of South Carolina,
first state to secede—any usurpation by
any organization of the right to fly the
flag for which their ancestors died. The
Confederate war ended 80-odd years ago,
but the memory of the deeds of the Con-
federacy are too green to permit such a
sacrilege —Columbia Record.

. 1t would be like nature, with its strange
sense of humor, to deposit urantum in
large commerclal quantities on the land of
some wild, unbusinesslike tribe.

Don't be surprised if, one of these days,
all citifens of the honorable nams of Kil-
Yoy unite in self-defense under the bane
ner, “This has gone far enough.”

L e e

with his bld for the Repub-

Drew Pearson’s ®

 ‘Well, Well-Another Miracle!’

Gl TRE wenpiidrect WP

Peoele’s Platform

On The Differential

NEW YORK
Editors, Tz News:

l HAVE befors me The Charlotte News of Friday,
December 13, 1948, carrying an editorial con-
cerning the Textlle Workers Union of America, CIO.
editorial (s captioned “The Differential s sull
‘With Us” and it purports to show that there is still
& substantial differential between the wages of cot-
m textile mill workers in the North and eotton

textile mill workers in the South.

‘The editorial is based on fallaclous reasonini
and T write this so that the error may not ba turtnes
compounded.
What your editorial writer has done, of course,
is to compare wages in tne North after the forth-
increases are effective on January 6, 1947,
way nefore the union has com-
pleted ils negotiations taere. Thia is
fair, because it must be obvious that wage figures
thus arrived at are in no way comparable.
Our unlon Is now In the process of negoliating
& wage demand of 15 conts an hour in the. South,
We expect 1o win a substantial increase for our
members. Only after such an increase is written
into our Bouthern greements will it be falr to com-
pare cotton textile wages North and South.
May I state also, for the record, that, by reason
f agreements negotiated by our union, tha North-
South wage differential dves not now exist, for all
practical considerations? At the present time—
B before either Nuxmem or Southern increases are
effeclve—there 15 about one cent an hour

(and of unorganized plants -m:n ustally meet the
prevailing union rate) will certa mm. & mjm—
wage Increase mw»;u for no ulher gl

industry decline in textile m’ln&l II\ llﬂ
Indulﬁ}' )uﬂen l;rle with Mr. Rieves !\mun‘iun

{ today, the old North-South wa
:mlxl no lonnr exists ou a fob for job m
after the first of the S’Hr—\ull we've got our fingers
crossed —Eds., Tur N

Old Man C. L.

Editors, Tux News:
Winecoff Hotel fire in Atlanta, has created
much talk, as to how and why it -happened.
Bomo {hink & the work of an organized gang of
conspirators loose in the country. Others think it
carelessness, and some just pure negligence.

This writer thinks he can put a finger on the
old m\mﬂuL The first letters of his name a
C. L. Now this fellow 1s very old, he and his gang-
sters have been operating & long time.

His is the richest organized gang in the world.
I'm told he has s gold-mine somewhere up the coun-

milllon a year to carry on his death and destruction.

He operates day and night, from village to city,
from county to state, Zrom state to all over these
United States. He's the meanest scoundrel un-hung
in Americs today,

My gues is, the old man . L. and s loving

on an average, between comparable, typical con-
tract mills in the North and in the South.

Some jobs in union-contract mills in the Bouth
!cdly pay even higher wayes than the same jobs in

n is true, of course, that the average stralght-
‘hour] tton textile workers in

ing largely a fine goods cen
mn. l‘nl‘m on jobs of hugher -klu \num nmm
pay), such as wesving,
We quite agres that the North-South differ-
ential is wholly indetensible. As a union, we have

cess of our efforts continues to be ignored, as it
was fn your editorial.
—EMIL RIEVE,
Presiden
Textlle Workers Union of Amerca

le‘E ™ mnuu our comparison, we did not

A's announcement of new

nzlnlhmml mmumub the Bm.ll.h for an_sverage
wage Increase of 15 cents an This, we agn

was unfair. But, as of Jlnulry ! 1847, when '.hn

new contract in New England becomes effective, that

15 cents an hour will Ihnd s a North-South differ-

ential—unless the union succeeds in elevating the

cen .

plants under TWUA contract, which may or may not
provide sufficlent leverage o pull the entire Southern
Branch of the industry into line with the New Eng-
contract. t of organized plants

Merry-Go-Round *

Byrnes

followers, are of all the
hotel fires, automobile wr:cn and deaths that has
happened in America during recent years. No doubt
his influence is responsitle for Charlotte, our Queen
City, belng known far ard near, as the murder
capital of the nation.

‘What can we do with this old scoundrel and
his cohorts? The old rascal is hard to keep in Jall: &
generation ago we put him In prison, and kept him
there for a jumber of years, but the lnr-sr
he remained in hu the stronger he hated to be locked
up.

‘What did he do? Why, he passed & note through
Qhu bars addressed to his Ioving Iriends, telling them

to get him out or bkt Tie told them 6 draw'on his
gold-mine to the tune of fifty million 8 }'QIV. and
:;;-:t campaign with a slogan, “Turn The Old Man

‘Well, sir, it worked, his cohorts obeyed or
they put that slogan “Tuin The Old Man O\lt" In
large lemn on the back of thelr sutomobiles, and
mvmd the entire natlon, from Maine to Califor-
, and from Detroit to Miaml.
‘I ‘es sir, they got him out, and for !nungen years
L) nmplu m&t has no in the
history of the natlon. enticing some ni nur best.
boys and girls in mnluplled thousands every year to
Join his notorious gang, while he continuef to burn,
cars, and murder ail over the country.
Only one way is left to deal with this old gang-
ster, nd that 18 to kill Wiia for all time to
let the teeth of the law bite his old head of
bury him so deep, that even the devil can't
rect his old image any nore. Yes, my friends, his
name is “Clgarette-Liquor.” - And_that's what 1s
the hotels in large numbers all over the land.
—C. MoV, CHASTAIN.

nmhhm of a feudal country which
amuly poor and undevel-

1 the fudgment
c. um.-p-u:h. pecbably the  Tore-
most American authority on Iran.

wl
ical next NElll there to
on..

m,
m.\'mmu SPELL
'In.n has obtained & hmﬂ:[n‘
spell. The United States also has
ub‘hlneﬂ time to adopt and, so far
y be possible, exécuite & can-
n.rucuw ll;d !ﬂ"lllh'led policy

mer of the wurld
“What have done thus far,

of Iran we have
or at least definitely approved the
Jocl e Govern! mnm. into
uppos!unn to "the Bov

leta,
“We are on the right side; but,
50 far a3 methods g0, we have been

let the Iranians jockey us
pant in the tnters
plagued

'l‘he ‘events of the Inst week
have made the solution easier. Why
not approseh the Soviet Union now

Samuel Grafton

ta.
e ihoiens. s a faove b 15
order, It furnish s significant
it ol hiow far the Russiats
In"the new mirlt of co-

it R should say no to such
 suggestion, it ‘would stlll be up
lo\uw L3 ve step.

eent concessions have almost 1
come from the Soviet Unlon. Crow-
ing nv!r such victories as that in
Iran is prem: ‘This is the mo-
ment to press forward for more and

re ration. Any illusion
that we solved the worldx
problems will be®quickly shattered

unless we move on from
teau.

Truman Surrenders’

NEW YORK

T is ce: & Republican coun-
m'. t!\ml Asy:, and, almost, it
can #kdministration

Which B onning 1t Fur M. Tru-
man has developed an engaging
trick of mmm. PRt what ‘the Rex

n to do, and then of

sion; he has ended it.
ed to mm' away housing controls:

thrown them away. It
hn ml:l'\!d the point where If a
leading Republican were to suggest
that the President of the United
States ought to take a bath every

1y be there at 7 A. M. tomorrow,
Sure that 1 would xee something
interesting and unusual.
MAJOR STEATEGY

The Republicans plan to write
several amendments into the Wag-
ner Labor Relations Act; but now
it is satd the President intends to
proposeé such amendments him=
self, in his big January composi=
tion on the state of the nation.
e Republicans aee cuts in the

vut _the word is
Presdent will olfer sueh deep cuts
himself t»

come rank ingratitude in it even
to_put up & ate.

How can he be opposed by & Re-

publican Party which has not had
To light » cigarette for itself since
Michaelmas?

There is hardly & RED‘\IB'IICIH
commertator left who hll un=
kind word to say sbout "t
If he did have & complllnt.
it would be atiended to within
twenty-four , anyway: for
speed Is n! hhn essence of the new

service, long
pobnhocy - that sullen shilly-
shallying which once caused him to

‘hesitate almost a -uk before firing
llr. Wlll.lh when the oppasition

M!lll'l‘ I.INI
He 1 following the l.lm nl Tedst

Repubican Party. It makes a cur-
lous design, for 1t has oot cften
happened that  top-level Ameri-

mm hll obvioualy and
openly leewud the unm-l
leadership of opposition.
to what Mr. 'l’nlmnn Rets out of ll
it is hard to say; only &
kind of pes , for Repub-
lican criticism of him has ended,
while Des criticism has not

walks in the narrow corridor be-
amid peculiar

Or, berhapa there 1s u deeper
meaning; perhaps the meaning it
that the old bi-partisan
grown up, and now r.m s
tion, that (with all pemnu reluc-
tances, mental reservations, etc,
conceded It now has effective con-
trol of both the executive and leg-

tive brancl parties have

; and has

of Union of the hardshells, giving
this country, in eﬂ:d bi-partisan
government. If thal true, then
the only real nppodﬂnn \hll of the
Ickeses, Wallaces, and one-time
Willkie-followers, @ now outside
both parties, and lost between them,
in a loneliness like that of Loters
stellar i mace,

SWEET

‘This n nﬂ- o say that Mr. Tru-
mu:u;b-nrn-n he is rather &
weet man, a sweet man (n & hur-
rh:r.r\r, which lifts him regardiess
of what he thinks. He is bel
pushed along relentlessly; his i
by now hardly touch the ground
and there is no way of avolding

llﬂﬂl I.n e history of organized
erica.

And Austin Saved Day For U. N.

Ministers Conference and

‘WASHINGTON
story of the recent United

yportan Lten
MQGI i Byl Commissar Molotov and

they learned that a terrific battle
garding the vnlne of

decided -mul toe
the Russian delmunn to walk ouf

It x; u.n «naumnd that during the Politburo
Molotoy decided to calling for 'nr‘hl

to make & strong speech
and \ilﬂlllled to test ml l’l!nuln%;\:.‘d"ﬂ of

nation, the USA as & war-

the
U!SR wn\zlﬂ appear &

Wue Senator Austin

SWAWR AUB’!‘D' chief of the American dﬂl‘[luml and

sensed, the almost at m was that
m, ‘at once.
mm his bristiing, though initial, talk to the

General Assembly, Austin called & hasty meeting of the
Ammun delegation.
sult nfe‘ﬂ"m meeting 'm a split, Senator Vandenberg,
elen ;n Douglas of Callfornis, Mrs.
and Chicago's Adlal Suvennn Austin to
call Russia’s bluff and come out emphatically for disarma-
ment. However, Wall Street'’s John Foster Dulles and Te:
‘Tom Connally were not enmuﬂuﬂc Neither were some of
the career advisers from the State Department
In the end, when Aun.ln. a hard-headed Vermonter,
rose to talk, he re: answer Molotov's bitter mv:cnve‘
Instead, he spoke Cordially Bt emcnve\y for i
es of lhe Hlllu
ciliatory

At Of Forelgn Ministers, however, Molotov
continued to talk tough. With a trivia of lrl\m'l!nh over the
Balkan treaties, he meq to wear Jimmy Byrnes down. Final

bull by the horns, held & one-huur heart-to

What Russia’s No. 2 man really wanted to know was

tood on revision of the veto. Byrnes re-
he ds:hr!d that the United States

jured him.
:’e‘l.intduﬂrmlyln the rule of unanimity (veto) now as it

Dramatically, next day, he agreed
the peace treaties. Next dl}’:
ral Assembly.

':ll:l“m del ta-hﬂol.:l].n l-ﬁhlﬂem
, Russian del e &
Bince !hin:rhnl moved swiftly. For the first time
since V-J Day; the Russians have as levers in,
as well as. rnllmb!n! M‘ the United Nations.

The susj jussians nn' uzm to have learned 1]
the Ch.lrur nl I.hn United Natl - tee of lh’

guarantee
revthen Tor tountrics. which {airly A et

Crack In Iron Curtain .

MosT amazing proof of the néw Russian sttitude -u
Molotov's invitation to the press of the world to coms

A

e March Foreign
Hﬂ?l‘!: it uﬁ\"e same freedom the press had in P-rh lhd
NN’ anl. It )u.ln'l. been mmmm4 but
have agreed to the UN set a Moscow office, mmulh
which it will be Rl to Uistribuce. information_about other
:aunm og direct to the Russlan people. The Russians say
iterature or have any control over
uu \TN om:w- Dlated to work in Moscow,

Greatest evidence of the new Soviet lln:ll the agreement
ta permit United Natlons arms inspectors to inspect Russian
arms factories under the disarmament plan. This appears to
be unconditional lifting of the iron curtain and paves the
way for genuine friendship.

Cold fact is that Russians are still almost brutally sus-
pldeun terribly sensitive, However, the ravages of war have
given sqvm an enormous job of recanstruction. For this,

ace
e ettt To, get. them,
plq b.u as genulne members of the family

Mississippi Loyalty
owxusmmnippl they don't belleve at all in the GOP
ad Boought AL Teast, ot according
tractor who gave
totaling. §25.000, bt who sava
all over l:lln.

to ﬂ!lx T. Newton, H
Senator Bllbo four checks
that Mississippl would re-elect 'ﬂl! Man”
“Pyrthermore,” dnﬂa the Mississippl contrac-
tor “if Senator Ferguson ( uum.un and these other so-
mﬂ-m up, Mu think $25000 was heavy sugar to give to
to help Doxey, l.ll I.hlin walt and see hﬂ' HIW.'!‘ real
douxn we rajse down In The Magnolia State if It becomes
necessary for Bilbo to run l‘lln
“Bilbo is our lﬂend and we are his friends,
already perfected the tion and have the funds in
mn:musmmtmwwuhm;mnumm
up There pi 1o tall us we can't elect the

hmﬁ-



