_attributed to himself—concern
mbl.h ‘welfare and a desire to free
Court of undue pressure—we
taking up the elusive pur-

the clue to Lewis' sudden

1

union miners. A spokesman for the
nia Coal Associatlon claimed
2,000,000 tons of coal had been mined
the week ending November 30—one-sixth
.. of the normal weekly production for the
nation and almost four times the weekly
production during last Spring's strike.
This, certainly, represents a major, and
to John Lewis frightening breach in the
mine workers’ united front. Despite ali the
florid protestations of from UMW
district leaders, It is clear that the rank

1]

. that It can't afford to; even at $10 a week
the union's $13,500,000 (before fines) treas-

There’ll Always Be

all the wide world, we thought the
‘only places where no housing shortage
exists were within the confines of the
Btates Army's posts, camps and
Sarely, we reasoned, sn organi-
t.hlt twelve months ago was equip-
house and clothe some 12,
“‘would have no housing mb-

1
i

g
®
i
2
i

employing 13,000 assorted union and

ury would be exhausted in less than a
month. Nor ¢an the majority of the miners
collect unemployment compensation while
; only one of the coal states. Penn-
sylvania, allows such payments and it re-
quires & four-week walting period. The
miners were out of work, the weather was
bitter, and Christmas was comine. Santa
Claus may very well have been the man
‘who finally took John Lewis' measure,
This is a reminder of the extreme wvul-
merability of all labor unions—a vulner-
ability that remains despite the labor legis-
latlon of the New Deal. In the current ful-
minations against labor monopolies, union
dictators, and one-sided’ laws there is &
teridericy to overlook the fact that the
great-economic advantage still lles with
e emplover. In the event of a strike he
18ses. profits, but the man who walks off
the job loses the very means of lvelihood,
This s a consideration, we suspect, that
will arise to haunt union bosses with In-
creasing frequency In the future, regardless
of what Congress does to the Wagner Act.
When wages were very low and working
conditions very bad in most industries a

strike was something of & crusade. Work- °

ers with real grievances are usually willing
to.endure great hardship to carry the day.
Nowadays, however, most strikes serve only
to improve conditions that aren't too bad
to begin with. and even a few weeks off
the job wipes out any financlal gain. In
the case of the coal strike, Lewls was ask-
Ing his miners to endure hunger and priva-
tion and subject their children to a bleak
and cheerless Christmas in order to in-
crease their wages from $60 to $70 a week.

There is even a possibillty—although we
concede 1t Is a dim one—that we may be
entering & new era when union members
wiil sit down and calculate the cost of a
strike before they undertake it. The best
guarantee of stable Industrial relations, we
suspect, would be the injection into all
union deliberations of the pertinent ques-
tlon: Is it worth 1t?

A Barracks

and its deeds, it seems to us that another
important consideration is involved here.
When the army tags a bullding project
“for immediate action” it gets built. The
delays and shortages that beset privats
bullders are simply not tolerated by the
good old army engineers, although they
sometimes have to pay through Uncle Sam's
nose to avold them. We presume, therefore,
that barracks, complete with doors, win-

.. dows and plumbing—and all of permanent

‘bulldings.
“Baut, leaving aside the fact that the army's
i program underlines once agaln
hlinmmm'em the nation’s words

will spring from the land-
scape overnight.

This program begins, oddly enough, at
the very moment when the Government
has all but ts hous-

Free Enterprise On Trial

(N : The following article was written
Dﬂnr to the resignation of Housing Expediter
Wilson Wnu. and attributes to him s generous
portion of the blame for the Government's fallure
to meet Iul "d:ht of horor” in the matter of pro-

The_cold !u:u revesl that mu widely heralded
Wilson Wyatt has turned out Jo be pretty much of
& flop.

Bome expediter!

After months of dllly-dallying with a situation

ative
ing of conservative metropolitan dallies
and immediate past president of the American
Soclety of Newspaper Edliors. It s reprinted from
The Detroit Free Press—Eds, Tur Nrws.)
'WONDER if most people sicken, as I do, at some
of the sticky. platitudinous tributes paid to our
wlndn&l overfed orators who prate

I

ex-service men
glibly about_our ties to these “splendid,

Tespor
ERlinnt Dover but Toveeh. helr i woeds onée the
EoPiacie Ten dint w10 1he Tafsere,

Specifically. I refer to the vacuous promises by
our Federal Governm

it Truman appointed
ral Emmng Administrator has
since become a major national disgrace.
Three weeks ago, T asked this question:
“Why s a natlon which spent billions for War so
criminally negligent In getting houses bullt for vet-
erans? It can \n donel We bullt the tanks and the

planes, didn't we
Al Eiltor Robert P Vanderpoel of
Chicago Herald-American replied, “Yes, we did, -]
nnly ln -l very regimented
‘anderpoel eurkuy lllm
en P i

ing program for veterans,

nml\y did only bsame we set Ilp & 80Tt of eco-
nom Hmi

1its
fallure to produce habitable dwellings at
reasonable prices. We don't know quite
‘why it should be possible to build a bar-
racks when it s impossible to hund a
house, but obviously it is.

‘The Government takes care of the army,
and the army takes care of its own. But
when &8 man hangs up his orm the
obligation ends, except for the Torwarding
of & terminal leave check which might well
have printed across the face of it: That's
all, brother,

'F urred, Feathered, Finny Rebels

been more than a year since we last
took note of the signs of rebellion among

gon, lald a fresh-caught salmon on the
automoblle seat beside him and started
home. Buddenly the salmon sneezed, and
while the startled Mantakes was fighting
to get the car back on the road, made a
wild strike at a grasshopper that had
flown in the window. That finished Man-
takes; the car was wrecked.

Item: Near Louisville, Kentucky, a rab-
bit wounded ‘by Willlam Humphrey stuck
his paw out of Humphrey's hunting bag,
pulled the trigger of his shotgun, shot
him in the foot.

Item: In Australia Arthur Crosble at-
tempted to pin down a wounded kangaroo
by putting his rifle butt lnuut 1ts neck.

¢ kangarco pulled the bﬂm with &
!onrp-' and winged Crosbie.
Oh there are other similar

anglers, of game birds mowing down their
pursuers. The pattern is plain. We suggest
that the vigilantes stop worrying about the
Russians and keep an eye on the threat
in our own backyard.

with hundreds of feachers in the far
‘west, 50 the board was attempting to mis-

produc=

ing' rmament g
Rrmamen =
wer and pretty much ym;'

He adds that If “we wished to do the same thing
in order to get vet homes, it would be possible to
turn out so much that we 'w’d have an
oversupply In a relatively short "me.”

But then he cautions that we couldn't have more
automaoblles, refrigerators, washing machines, iron-
"vltn..nd the other products so essential to our dally

1

‘"LI': typical eeunomun I;:l'lt! ‘emer=
gency situation. Cmﬂdaltlllﬂ&hkbﬂ:
Just mhkholhmllhbllpn our free enterprise

being an economist, that sort of reasoning

completely cold. A far greater potential
the free enterprise l!l-lln l.lu in the
fallure of our Government to live up to prom-
mltmhm-menmuveﬂmtmmm—

Vuhllni wn.hm To0fs over thelr heads dom't
Teason very

Nor woula & Government subsidy for veterans
‘housing approach in. cost thé billions in homu checks
which il ult u]ummy be distributed by the various

tes,

But the politiclans, and the Hearst press, yowl

m after day for more economy in Government and
support  oppo; \ml.l!lﬂl]y drawn bonus bills
Ilu‘mul & quiver of consclence.

The fact that the vets themselves will eventually
pay the nose for these largesses doesn't
:onclllm the Dlmﬂl of politics and the press.

aln’t
Tl;w pﬂlnl at issue In the housing situation ™
As in the e last war, we told the men and women
in the service that nothing

n they returned. We promised, among other
things, that they would be

Well, why dont we live up to that promise?

Drew Pearson’s «

d yatt s clamor-
ml lur “full backing” from other Governm

o ls to have come to the conclusion that
Government, must, delermine whether housing is
true emergency or not.

Tﬂll i3 indeed I Hmlm le discovery. ln Iu:L
ma he ever mmm of it
1!’ h lllﬂtd in the slightes for the

joa he halﬂl. 'IhY ﬂl,dﬂ'l he press heme lhll point the

hu took
Mr. Wyatt's
over hcln. turned down the RFC because that
agency expresses doubt as to the “soundness” of the
loan he would make to the Lustron Corp. of Chicago.
M thn Chicago Bun -puy points out, “If the RFC Is
the banking b m. why doel it exist?”

But there ¢an be n wast
Inflated, mmﬂl-mkln' ﬂll!l 3ur!lunru who re-
fuses to give plumbing prhritiu to a company which
is !ll'lmﬂ to bulld homes and do its OWN fi-
nancing

t press says that Americans are like
because the hous!

's tiny police force,
Nﬂ.lb!db’ll'\ﬁlhmn
BOVIET WANTS ALL

A:evd-numuummuu
American

the United
Eoviots offered. to bur
tire output of fish for
made this cond

in the budget of & country with a 'Illc{| both the U.
ynpuhul'ln of 135000, It was done 'ﬂxuld like to

agreement, which
eolllah-’rdlyhd-n‘lhdn-pnt

Statss, the
Tceland's en-
1047, They

tional, however, on
sble to buy the. herring oll

and Britain

purchase,
is way: 's long dark nights re-

Llltﬂﬂﬂhl nmloﬂl Bel’ul!lhl sound with angry
general election, the Soviets -pe.:nu—m “of any
lhﬁelhmvllcehndl:h.ldn- gndla power. ‘The
port—frozen fish. They Just hl.l-nt aix  "Assistant
undnm-hnlwlt which com= Trade Commissioners™ to Iceland to
h.mdillhlh world price of under maks sure the trade agreement is

At the same time, they sold ' being carried out . B

1oellnﬂcod.lmlllmh!l' below the little Iceland may have been iso-
world price. lated once but it is laolated no more.

Samuel Grafton

Mexican Enterprise

MEXIOO CITY

MEXICAN enterprise 1s not &
tame copy of American busi-
has an irreverent exuber-

1etle chiidren whe ng ex-
pediter doesnt produce m nd cry also & phonograph record loudly and
because the Gove t s still interfering with  Wwell by twirling It with one hand
business a year after the end of war. against & paper horn with & nnﬁhh
e rnment got things done during the  iD It, In the other, and the whal
war_because we had a singleness of thing is like & joke on electronica.
it temporary regimentation if you like but the war It has & fouch of that apecial
was won without endangering {ree enterprise quality; one feels it, too.
system. o ovn changing or altering what the In the names are given to
Rotary Club- speakers like to call “the American te: there is & Mexican cof-
of U-' fin-maker who his ish«
‘The RFC financed hundmdl of war 'p!mh because  ment, naturally, Vadis?*
of a0 emergency. . Wyatt is tardy in  Then there is & s drink-
his appraisal of e bt o lhe veterans  ing place, bearing the title, “Mem-
stiuation, this, too, ia an emzr:eh:y ories of the Puture” which
nmmwtbemﬂ.bmre een untll it
governmental agencles while the veterans llnp In turned out. on_investigatiqe that
the park. the proprietor had owned s pre-
President Truman should send young Mr Wystt t

back to Loulsville and draft a man of . Wila
lam Knudsen's type to do the job.

Euf.h l mlh vml]d mmmlnd the respect of Gov=

‘The veterans would

hlve hth ln )IL! lhlm.y tn cut through red tape and

Ings
With all due regard for the free enterprisers
who fear more regimentation and prefer- to let

take their course, may I suggest that the
free enterprise system isn’ 'IDI‘Ih‘lIlI.k!rld.lﬂn
i the people don't believe in it.

A democratic form of captialism can survive nnxy
if we permit it to mlu from one generation
another. There's no 'ce'nmt about the "lood
n‘ldkdayl" when you k‘nﬂ'

1t is disgraceful that we have made 8o little prog-
Tess with our housing program. Millions have been
poured into non-essentlal projects such as race tracks,
bowling alleys and cocktall bars while veterans get
the brush-off.

e Government retains all of its wartime powers.
They should be invoked immediately to get homes
Bull! for veterans without another day's Inexcusable

lay.

Costly? Of course! But we owe a tremendous
debt to the young men and women who sacrificed
s0 much.

‘We should discharge that debt of homnor, and at
oncet

vious
Future, which had
MOVIES IMITATIVE
Oddly enough it is in movie mak=
ing that the Mexicans seem most
tamely 1o follow the American lead
and to omit those gay sdaptive
touches which if

TITANS LACKING °
There has

marketplace
c.hmmvrlummmwec

not been a growth here
of those Io'erlu independent fig- |
us established writers,

ulation, at rmn u.mn h. say, 15,000
. Bomeone

Merry-Go-Round °®
'WASHINGTON

Ir Judge Alan GoMborough had required Joho L. Lewis

Lo disclose all the money. the Lewis family receives an-

v from unien dues, It would have been sutficlent o
pay  Lewica 110000 fine ifieen mes over.

3 member of Congress hired as many Telatives and

been run

h.u lnnl m away with more nepotism than almost -nv
America. Here is the roll-call of the Lewis famil;
mgmninbmn“mnn‘mrhymedumn!mm
b - $25,000 Plus a:vmm
Denny Lewis, brother, head of United Con-
struction Workers Organising Commit-
tes

lead the public when a ‘who
was not identified, sought to leave the
impression that only in the South Pied-
‘mont district were supporters of the plan
to be found.

But that reaction was typlcal of the
board. It has always taken the position
that i's law unto itself, that no one, no

group has a right to challenge its findings

or its programs.

UIIW hlluﬂl-b‘ in Wllhhlmn D. C,..llDM
4. R Bel.L hmmer.m.hv. controller of

Lﬂ'l.l, hrﬂth!r Bec ~Treas. Distri
| LS —— -$10,000

Nothing could be more
Concord Tribune.

anrbbcno—munﬂ:m-t—

tention to the sadly unpressed condition
of the otherwise debonair G.OP. elephant
in the victory cartoons,

B

Herbert _Bell, hrelher -io-law, District
‘%0 .. e emmeme-$ 8,000
unnmunﬂu sister-in_law of Dermy
pua— T} .

mmmmmuv.m— -
kesper District b 6,008

_ Wioyd Bell, brother-in-lgw, estimated fn-

. eoma._ over —_——Hom s yar

Lewis Family Nation’s Greatest Nepotists

Hnyd Bell derives his lmm from the Nll.ln:l Surety
the rom

Lewis
Nlunn‘l Blluly Co., wl Uu latter went hmkl l\l 1932
The corporation bonds lll officers in the interna n,
the dum:u. mh-dmu, locals.
take of the Lewis family lddl up to the grand
tnhl of lmund $150,000—all from miners

Government By Crony

OWN to the general public, 8 n¥w system of Gov~

ernment has devel inside the White House. By
those who have seen it work, 1t is “Government
by crony.”

This means that President
& decision any more, without hm:ﬂt of cronies. The Mis-
sour! boys come in and make § l‘l.ln.mlrlll‘
mﬁmwlltmwlﬂfm
make an important move.

ost never makes

ot to use Government funds to back up FHA m:
::" H we've got to loan money for the Dnllbﬂuwd
manufacture of homes on & wartime basis.
“It we do that, Il stay. If we dont, I can't,”
Wyatt. X
S Em’n. who & year ago had Instructed Wylll- to tackle
e housing crisis wilh the same vigor that the Govern-
ment prosecuted the war, replied that he wuiﬂn‘t agree 'll.h
Wyatt's views. Wyatt then announced his nation and
left the room.

Housing Report Suppressed

Aummwrhmnmmxummmu
Government ‘oocurred wh Truman’s former

naval alde, Clack Clitford, niow the Tair-halred bay of the

adpinistration, drafted & White House announcement
made the amazing and entirely false statement that Wyatt

con- -

‘wanted relieved because he hmmmmm
“But I haven't ",
“and I stay

all-out emergency program.’
After turther aryument, Wrstt fllly refused to tolerate

finished my job” protested Wysts, |
mmjohl.!l'mpﬂmlﬂdwopnlhm:
the ‘tatement und 1t ws :
For more than 1

o work o
dent.” t to protect homeless veterans, bul
(e man who had Tailed 13 stand up, in e Hinad pln:h,
to hel
ety 1y, Wystt asked cmfon: i the humnt wap
golng to make public his sup houdn*
but Clifford u:ld no. Wyatt huumd thu uu mxb

ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ
m1nlnuu."npundma oung man who

dominat the White He “It ‘was' pérsamal letter

the




